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Worship Services (see calendar on p. 2 for details)

Fridays
May 6 6:30 p.m. Ruach Shabbat/Cantor’s  

  Farewell Service
May 13  5:00 pm  Tot Shabbat 
 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 
May 20  7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 
May 27 7:00 p.m.  Shabbat Evening Service

Saturdays

May 7 10:30 a.m.  Shabbat Morning Service
May 14 10:30 a.m. WRJ Lay-Led Service
May 21 10:30 a.m.  Shabbat Morning Service
   Adult bat mitzvah of Lydia  

  Silverman
May 28 10:30 a.m.  Shabbat Morning Service  

In-person Shabbat services will be held in the 
sanctuary. Individuals wishing to attend services 
must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 per 
CDC guidelines,* and masks are optional. Proof 
of vaccination will be required for admittance 
into the sanctuary. Children 5 to 12 have to be 
vaccinated to enter the sanctuary. Services will 
also be streamed via Zoom.
*To be considered fully vaccinated by CDC 
guidelines, two weeks must have passed since you 
received the second dose in a two-dose series or two 
weeks since you received a single-dose vaccine.

continued on p. 3
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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,  
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi 

The Rabbi’s Column

When I first started working at Beth Shalom in Baton Rouge, I was told 
that the previous rabbi had alternated between leading Torah study and 
meditation class on Saturdays. I said that I would do a Torah study every 
Shabbat, and if anyone wanted to meditate instead, they should feel free to 
do so. Meditating was great, I said, but I wasn’t the one to teach it. Torah 
study, on the other hand, was something I had trained for.

What I didn’t mention was that I used to be a pretty serious meditator. 
My favorite kind of meditation was centered on counting breaths—
breathing in through the nose, out through the mouth, and counting each 
breath. When you reached a set number, say ten, you went back to one. 
The trick was to stay present and aware of each breath. If your thoughts 
wandered, you would find yourself on breath number 16, or 35. 

If you did (when you did), you would just go back to one again. I 
read once about some neurologists who studied the brains of some very 
experienced meditators. They found that the changes that occurred in 
the brain came from the return to focus, rather than the steady focus that 
people sought. They also found that people who prayed a set liturgy got 
the same benefits. If you are doing a prayer you know well, the Aleinu, for 
example, and you suddenly find yourself wondering what you are going to 
make for dinner, you pull your focus back to the prayer. That action has a 
beneficial effect on your brain.

Many meditators count ten breaths. Five is harder, because you have to 
be more focused, at least every five breaths. If you count 100 breaths, you 
might be able to let your mind drift a bit, and yet still keep count. As you 
approach the 90s, your focus will come back, as you near the long-awaited 
turning point.

There is a funny thing in the Jewish calendar that is somehow similar. 
From the second day of Passover to Shavuot, we are instructed to “count 
the omer.” An omer is a sheaf of wheat, or a measure of grain. The holidays 
of Passover and Shavuot (“weeks”) corresponded to the wheat and barley 
harvests. In the Torah, we are instructed to number the days between the 
two holidays. Each day, in the evening, we are supposed to make a blessing 
and verbally say which day and week of the omer it may be. 

We count seven times seven days, the forty-nine days it took the 
Israelites to go from Egypt to Sinai. The fiftieth day is Shavuot. It is a 
great mystery why we were commanded to count the days. Explanations 

 

Honoring Cantor Sharett-Singer on Friday, 
May 6, and Saturday, May 7 (see p. 3) 

------------------------------------------------------------
WRJ Lay-Led Service on Saturday, May 14  

(see p. 7)
------------------------------------------------------------

Annual Congregational Meeting  
on Sunday, June 12,  

at 10:00 a.m. (in person and on Zoom)



Sunday           Monday           Tuesday  Wednesday      Thursday    Friday Saturday 

30th of Nisan 5782 
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 
classes

1

1st of Iyar 5782
Noon Lunch and 
Learn: The Torah 
Portion of the Week 
with Sforno

2

2nd of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Simcha 
Learning Center 
classes

3

3rd of Iyar 5782
Israel Independence 
Day

4

4th of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Study with 
Rabbi Gardner: A Tale 
or Two 
8:15 pm Life after Life 
with Rabbi Gardner

5

5th of Iyar 5782
6:30 pm Ruach 
Shabbat/Cantor’s 
Farewell Service

6

6th of Iyar 5782
Parashat Kedoshim
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service
12:30 pm Cantor’s 
Farewell Luncheon
7:30 pm Wine Cheese 
& Karaoke in honor of  
Jonathan Singer            

7

7th of Iyar 5782 
Mother’s Day 
No Simcha Learning 
Center classes

8

8th of Iyar 5782
Noon Lunch and 
Learn: The Torah 
Portion of the Week 
with Sforno

9

9th of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Simcha 
Learning Center 
classes

10

10th of Iyar 5782
7:30 pm The Posen 
Library Aspects of 
Jewish Civilization 
(on Zoom)

11

11th of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Study with 
Rabbi Gardner: A Tale 
or Two 
7:30 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting
8:15 pm Life after Life 
with Rabbi Gardner

12

12th of Iyar 5782
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

13

13th of Iyar 5782
Parashat Emor
10:30 am WRJ Lay-Led 
Shabbat Morning Service 
Birnbaum baby naming

14

14th of Iyar 5782
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 
classes

15

15th of Iyar 5782
Noon Lunch and 
Learn: The Torah 
Portion of the Week 
with Sforno

 16

16th of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Simcha 
Learning Center 
classes
7:30 pm Men’s Club 
meeting

17

17th of Iyar 5782

18

18th of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Study with 
Rabbi Gardner: A Tale 
or Two
7:30 pm Board of 
Trustees Meeting

19

19th of Iyar 5782
Erev Pesach
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service
Oneg sponsored by 
Lydia Silverman

20

20th of Iyar 5782
Parashat Behar 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service/Adult 
bat mitzvah of Lydia 
Silverman
Kiddush sponsored by 
Lydia Silverman            21

21st of Iyar 5782
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 
classes (last meeting)
Noon Carnival

22

22nd of Iyar 5782
Noon Lunch and 
Learn: The Torah 
Portion of the Week 
with Sforno

23

23rd of Iyar 5782

24

24th of Iyar 5782
7:30 pm WRJ Book 
Club

25

25th of Iyar 5782
4:00 pm Study with 
Rabbi Gardner: A Tale 
or Two
8:15 pm Life after Life 
with Rabbi Gardner

  26

26th of Iyar 5782
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service 

27

27th of Iyar 5782
Parashat Bechukotai 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service
Chavurah following the 
service

28

28th of Iyar 5782

29

29th of Iyar 5782
Memorial Day
Building closed

30

1st of Sivan 5782

31
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Temple events and services take place in person and/or on Zoom. Check the bulletin and e-blasts for specific information and latest updates.  



3  Riverdale Temple Bulletin

have been concocted, and traditions have grown up around the 
count. But why should we count? Of course, “the Torah tells us to” 
is always a reason, but that really begs the question. What is the 
meaning behind it?

One of the traditions that has grown up around the counting of 
the omer is that the Israelites were told, when they left Egypt, that 
Gd would give them the Torah in 50 days. They were so excited 
about that, they began counting the days. As they got closer and 
closer to 50, they got more and more excited.

This idea of counting as looking forward to the end is really the 
opposite of the meaning of counting. We count each day to say that 
each day is valuable. Each day exists as its own individual period 
of time. Every day, you should be thinking of that day, not some 
time in the future. The same is true of counting breaths.

We cannot live focused on every individual breath, nor should 
we. But it is meaningful to take some time to be aware of each and 

every breath. Similarly, if we counted the entire year, it would lose 
its meaning. But there is a value in spending 49 days of the year 
considering each individual day.

As Psalm 90, verse 12, has it, “Teach us to number our days, 
so that we may get a heart of wisdom.” We are not rushing off 
somewhere else, not even to Mt. Sinai. We must value the person 
we are, the location in which we find ourselves, and the day we are 
living now. A poem by Rabbi Alvin Fine that we sometimes read at 
funerals tells us that “victory lies/not at some high place along the 
way,/but in having made the journey....”

So, count your breaths sometimes, and count your days 
sometimes. Make every day count. Our lives are made of individual 
breaths, individual days, and that is all we have.

—Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner

The CanTor’s Column

The PresidenT’s Column

This month we say goodbye to our much-loved cantor, Inbal 
Sharett-Singer, with a Shabbat of song and festivities on May 
6 and 7. Cantor Sharett-Singer has been with Riverdale Temple 
for ten years, starting as a student cantor and continuing on as 
a (more than) part-time cantor. Over the years, I have had the 
privilege of hearing her voice mature into a lush, gorgeous mezzo. 
Listening to her has been one of the highlights of my Shabbats. 
But, our cantor’s voice is only the tip of the iceberg. The success 
of Riverdale Temple was always paramount to her. She has 
worked indefatigably to create services that were both moving and 
energetic. When COVID first sent us to Zoom, she created a series 
of lovely healing services. And she has packed our sanctuary with 
her high octane Ruach Shabbats. She has taught in the religious 
school and prepared countless students for b’nei mitvot. Most of 
all, Cantor Sharett-Singer is a kind and caring person, who has 
given of herself without reserve. She has touched my life in ways 

too numerous to count.
Our cantor is part of an ancient tradition. Historically, a case can 

be made that the role of the cantor in Jewish religious observance 
predates that of the rabbi. There were proto-rabbis when the 
Temple stood in Jerusalem, but they had no role in the observances 
enacted there, which were primarily the offerings of sacrifices 
presided over by the priesthood. However, there was a Levitical 
choir that sang psalms, so the idea of beautiful singing has a very 
long history. With the destruction of the Temple, the priesthood 
lost its primary function, and rabbis filled the void, but the role 
of singing persisted. As prayer gained in importance, and new 
types of worship developed, so did the job of the cantor transform, 
to function as the representative of those worshipers who were 
without knowledge of the liturgy, the sheliach tsibur.

The tradition of using some sort of vocal ensemble in the 
synagogue has been documented as far back as the third century. 

Shalom Chaveirim,
I hope you all had a wonderful Passover holiday. We enjoyed our 
time in Israel, reconnecting with our family and friends. It was 
great to be back home and take the time to cherish our relationships 
with our loved ones. Thank you all for allowing me to take the time 
to make this trip happen. 

Here at Riverdale Temple, I hit the ground running with 
preparations for my farewell services, which I hope you can all 
attend. It will be musically rich and festive, and it will mean so 
much to me to see you all, as you have been my family for the last 
ten years. This is a very emotional time for me, as I cannot even 
imagine my life without our lives together. But I am comforted 
by the fact that you will always leave a footprint on my heart. I 
know that “because I knew you, I have been changed for good” 
(Wicked).

May should be an extra 
festive month at Riverdale 
Temple, with my farewell 
services, the WRJ lay-led 
Shabbat, and the adult Bat 
Mitzvah of Lydia Silverman. I 
look forward to celebrating all 
those milestones together. 

With blessings and L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer
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In the Ashkenazi world, the professional cantor as a paid employee 
emerged in the seventh century. The cantor’s role was to take the 
relatively fixed sequence of prayers and imbue them with emotional 
resonance. In the best of feedback loops, synagogue worshippers 
came to value not just the words but also the musical aspects of 
prayer, and the cantor, or hazzan, came to occupy a central role in 
the service.

While the role of the cantor has been a constant in worship 
services, the ways in which the cantor has functioned has changed 
over time. In the late Middle Ages, an Eastern European style 
of singing began to develop. This was characterized by vocal 
ornamentation, incorporating strains of folk melodies. Later, 
the Hasidic movement influenced cantorial music with the 
introduction of repetitive nigunim, wordless melodies intended to 
create a mystical experience. Under the influence of Christianity, 
by the turn of the 20th century, choirs were introduced to enhance 
the beauty of the service.

The most significant change in recent years has been the 
transformation of a congregation of listeners into a congregation of 
participants. I have seen this happen during my years as a member 
of Riverdale Temple. When I first joined, in 1991, Riverdale Temple 

had a choir and a choir leader who was not a cantor. The choir sang 
most of the prayers and the people in the pews mostly listened. Our 
first professional cantor was Rebecca Garfein. While her singing 
was magnificent, it was to be listened to, not to be joined with. The 
change from a performative service to a participatory one was not 
without great controversy and acrimony at the temple. Change is 
never easy.

Today, we expect a participatory service with melodies that 
encourage singing along, and cantors judge their success by the 
fervor of the congregation’s engagement. So, although the cantors 
usually do not sing solo, the role of the cantors has become even 
more important, as they work to provide the congregation with a 
fulfilling emotional experience.

Just as Cantor Sharett-Singer has influenced and enhanced our 
worship at Riverdale Temple, she will surely do so at her new 
congregation. I know you join with me in wishing her, Jonathan, 
Amit, Noa, and Emmanuelle success and fulfillment in this new 
adventure in their lives. I will always hold them close in my heart.

—Dr. Ronna Weber

 
Wine Cheese and Karaoke 

Honoring Our Favorite Rainbow 
Connection Singer,  

Jonathan Singer

Farewell Shabbat, May 7, at 7:30 p.m.

 Please join us to celebrate, say good bye, and wish a Mazal Tov to  
Jonathan Singer  

for his many years of enhancing our services with music.

Wine (BYOB), Cheese, and Karaoke (temple provides snack)

still only $10

RSVP by May 5 via email for entry.

To attend Karaoke, you must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 per CDC guidelines.  
Proof of vaccination will be required for entry.
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Visit our website: https://riverdaletemple.org 
Join us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page? 
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on 
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a 
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events, 
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community. 
Join and make our numbers grow. 
To give a contribution to Riverdale Temple, send your 
donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue, 
Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable to 
Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to 
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by 
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to  
www.riverdaletemple.org.

 

Registry of Holocaust Survivors
If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a 
survivor, you can register to be included in the Benjamin and 
Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For 
more information, go to ushmm.org/resourcecenter. 
Contact information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource 
Center, Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, 
SW, Washington, DC 20024–2126

 

Riverdale Temple House Committee
Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of 
our synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, 
cultural, and social needs and activities of our congregation. 
We are concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and 
appearance and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. 
The committee works closely with the maintenance staff 
to ensure that the facilities are well managed and meet the 
needs of our community efficiently and economically. The 
committee benefits from members with varied experience in 
facilities management, engineering, construction, and related 
fields. Write to: administrator@riverdaletemple.org or 
president@riverdaletemple.org

Bulletin Board

 

Copy for the next issue of The Bulletin is due by 
May 15. You can email it directly to  

administrator@riverdaletemple.org  
(put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Temple activities take place in person and/or via Zoom. 
For updates, please consult the calendar on p. 2, the temple 
website at https://riverdaletemple.org, and e-blasts. 

 

Go to https://urj.org for 
announcements, news and 
press releases, a calendar of 
virtual programs and events, 
and general information.

 

Congratulations
Yvette Marrin, on her special birthday

 

Recapture the joy of reading 
through the JBI Library 
for visually impaired, 
blind, and reading-disabled 

individuals, all provided free of charge and delivered to your 
doorstep. Call toll free at 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at  
www.jbilibrary.org

Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/
compost pilot program in the Bronx. We can 
now recycle our food scraps. Please observe the 
different signs on the garbage receptacles and 
put throwaways in the proper container. We are 
pioneers in a wonderful program—please join 
the effort in caring for our environment. 



6  Riverdale Temple Bulletin

May is the last month of the school 
year for the SLC. Although this 
year was not the normal kind 
we had before the pandemic, we 
created a new normal with much 
learning, creative programs, and 
opportunities for friendship, 

worship, and community. None 
of this could have happened 
without our amazing staff of 
teachers. Thank you to Michelle 
Shteingart, Michael Billet, 

Yardena Alon, Hanita Hayim, 
Cantor Sharett-Singer, Rabbi 
Gardner, and our teacher’s aide, 
Zoe Shulman. To our beloved 
Cantor Sharett-Singer, we will 

miss you in so many ways. Thank you for instilling such Ruach—
spirit—into our school and elevating us to great heights. 

The SLC has been blessed with a wonderful School Committee: 
Rebecca Sherman, Wendi Shulman, Fanta Davis Clarke, Mac 
Psachie, and Ronna Weber, led by Lydia Silverman, who met 

monthly to discuss and 
assist in supporting, 
building, and guiding 
our school. We have 
grown in strength and 
are grateful for their 
devotion to the success 
of our school. To our 
wonderful parents and 
students, who were flexible, understanding, and accommodating, 
we thank you. Greeting you each Sunday and Tuesday, eagerness 
to be part of our community with a “yes we can” attitude was 
apparent in so many ways, and in 
particular at our first-ever SLC Family 
Model Seder that we had last month. 
More than 60 parents and children 
gathered around our Passover model 
Seder and participated in this joyous 
celebration, emphasizing living in 
freedom and valuing and appreciating 
all we have. 

So, as we close this year, I would like to thank you all. Todah 
Rabbah. May we continue to grow michayil l’chayil, from 
strength to strength.

—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist

Spring at Riverdale Temple Nursery School is amazing. The 
weather is getting warmer, and the flowers all around the 
building are in bloom. The children have been spending a lot 
of time outdoors and taking walks to the pond down the street. 

This past month all the classes have been studying spring. Each 
class has caterpillars. It is truly magical for the children to watch 
them turn into butterflies and then release them into our playground! 

The children have also been doing a lot of planting of flower 
and vegetable seeds to see what grows. They have been learning 
about what plants need to grow and the different parts of a plant. 
Some classes have created rainbow gardens on their bulletins, 
others have made gardens in shoe boxes, and they have created 
art out of recycled products. 

This month we are also talking about Earth Day and what 
we can do to keep our earth nice and clean. The children are 
recycling their food and containers and are learning how to 
recycle properly. We are reusing items like milk cartons to use as 
watering cans for our plants and coffee tins as vases for flowers.

The chicks and the eggs have arrived. The Green Room class 
hosts the chicks. The children will be voting on names for the 
animals, and the names with the most votes will be chosen. It 
is magical to see the chicks grow, and then to watch the eggs 
hatch. Once the babies grow up, they go back to the farm, where 
they can be free. 

This month we also have our annual Truck Day on May 12, and 
our Special Person Day on May 26. For the latter, the children 
will be creating art pieces to display in an art gallery; each child 
and their special person will be invited to do activities together, 
and the children will be baking treats to sell at the bake sale to 
raise money for our PTA.

Toddler Camp

This summer we will have toddler camp for children ages 12 to 
24 months with our favorite Mommy & Me teacher, Danya. The 
camp dates are June 28, July 8, 13, 20, 27, and August 3, from 
10:00 to 11:30 a.m. (see next page). To register, please email 
director@riverdaletemplens.org.

Simcha Learning center

 nurSery SchooL newS

continued on next page



7  Riverdale Temple Bulletin

 

The WRJ Lay-Led Service on Saturday, May 14, is a wonderful 
opportunity for WRJ and all of the Riverdale Temple women 
to celebrate a joyous Shabbat. One reason it is so special is 
everyone’s participation. Shelley Ast and I will be organizing 
this event and assigning all of the readings. Please let us know 
if you would like to participate. There are passages/readings in 
Hebrew and English, so please tell us your preference. You can 
recite alone or with others. If you must participate remotely, 
please let us know that, too, by indicating “In-person” or “Zoom 
only” when you respond. 

If you would like to participate, please send us your response 
as soon as possible. Thanks in advance for your involvement in 
this wonderful occasion! 

—Joanne Heyman, President

Book Club: The book we are reading next is The Books of 
Jacob by Olga Tokarczuk. The author is Polish, and the book is 
a translation. Because this enormous, Nobel prize–winning book 
is very long, we are going to meet next on Wednesday,  May 25, 
at 7:30 p.m. 

Women of RefoRm Judaism (sisteRhood)

Sending you best regards. 
—Steven Rosenfeld, President

men of RefoRm Judaism (men’s Club)

 

Summer Camp

We still have openings in our summer camp for 2s, 
3s, and 4s. If you are interested, please contact me at  
director@riverdaletemplens.org. Space is limited. We are also 
looking for counselors and CITs for the summer, so if you know 
anyone who may be interested, please let us know. 

Exciting News!!

We are so excited to announce that RTNS will be opening a third 
Twos class for the 2022–2023 school year. If you are interested in 
setting up a tour, please email director@riverdaletemplens.org.

—Alexandra Abikzer, Director

 

 

Honoring Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer
For Her Decade of Service!

Farewell Shabbat May 6–7
Friday, May 6, 6:30 p.m.

Ruach Shabbat, with a full band celebrating Israel, followed by a festive oneg of Israeli food.

Saturday, May 7, 10:30 a.m.
A musically rich Shabbat Service with our full band and High Holy Days singers, with guest speakers: Rabbi 
Martin A. Cohen and Rabbi Emerita Judith Lewis, followed by a festive catered luncheon at 12:30 p.m., with 
a musical tribute and remarks.
To attend services and luncheon, you must be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 per CDC guidelines. 
Proof of vaccination will be required for entry.
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Study with Rabbi Gardner at the Temple 
Lunch and Learn: Torah Portion of the Week with 
Sforno, Mondays, from 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. (also 
accessible via Zoom)

“A Tale or Two: Selected Yiddish Stories,” Thursdays, from 4:00 
to 5:00 p.m. (also accessible via Zoom)

Join Rabbi Gardner in a class that highlights the richness of 
thought that was expressed through Yiddish stories and connects 
us to a world that bridges us to our spiritual roots with discussions 
about such issues as the crisis of Jews and identity in the modern 
period.

Life after Life: What does Judaism say about what happens 
when we die?
Thursdays, from 8:15 to 9:15 p.m.

Adult Education Presents
The Posen Library of Jewish Culture and Civilization, Volume 1: 
Ancient Israel, from Its Beginnings through 332 BCE 

Wednesday, May 11, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom

Watch for the e-blast of the weekly “News from Riverdale 
Temple” for the Zoom link.

Speaker: Bible Scholar Dr. Alison Joseph

Volume 1 covers a period in history that witnessed the initial 
development of many phenomena that would come to define 
Jewish culture and civilization. This volume draws on 
archaeological evidence and provides a rich sampling of visual 
and material culture to complement the written texts. 

About the Posen Library
The Posen Library of Jewish Culture 
and Civilization is a vibrant, growing 
collection of volumes curated by leading 
Jewish Studies scholars and published by 
Yale University Press. The volumes offer 
unprecedented direct access to excerpts 
from thousands of primary sources. They 
reflect Jewish creativity, diversity, and 
culture worldwide and are projected to 
span biblical times to the 21st century 
when complete. Many of these abstracts 
are selections from original works that 
are translated into English for the first time, with the sacred 
and secular texts side by side. There are currently five volumes 
in print, and they can be read in the Posen Digital Library at  
www.posenlibrary.com.

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on May 28, at 1:30 p.m., following 
the communal lunch, to read and discuss the Torah portion 
Bechukotai, which translates as “In My Laws.” In this reading, 
the Eternal tells the Israelites that they will be provided with rain 
to nurture their crops and then proceeds to describe a long list of 
punishments that will be inflicted on them if they do not follow 
His commandments. How we long for a world of perfect justice! 
Join us as we explore this fascinating parashah. All are welcome.

—Dr. Ronna Weber

aduLt education

Human Kindness
Before and up to April 10, 2022, Riverdale Temple’s Mitzvah 
Day, we experienced many examples of human kindness and 
caring for others. People who donated clean white socks for 
homeless men via the Midnight Run, those who purchased boxes 
of diapers and wipes for women to use at the Concourse House, 
medical supplies for people from Ukraine, groceries for the 
Kingsbridge Heights Community Center, and a total of 46 bags 
of clothing and stuffed animals for Big Brothers Big Sisters. 
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously.

We want to thank Rabbi Gardner and Judy Weinberg for 
highlighting the Mitzvah Day activities. Special appreciation 
goes to Mr. Osorio, Mr. Santana, and other staff, as well as the 
ongoing support from David Greenfield and Linda Eisenkraft. 
Vinny Gomez of the 235th Street Key Food donated the plastic 
cups for our flower creations. Thanks to Shira Silverman of 
the Riverdale Y, who also publicized our Mitzvah Day via the 
Riverdale Greenmarket.

Much appreciation is extended to the following volunteers: 
Jessie Mechanick, Dr. Craig Katz, Phil Clarke, Fanta Davis 

Clarke, Dr. Ronna Weber, Danielle Scher, Rita Pochter Lowe, 
Gloria and Mac Psachie, Barbara Ferber, Debbie Rios, Doug 
Cortese, Sherrill Spatz, Jeff Sklar, and Helen and Tom Krim. Jeff 
served as liaison to the Hebrew Home for some of the flower 
cups, and Helen Krim worked with AFYA. Thanks to Joanne 
Heyman for publicizing Mitzvah Day collections and activities 
with the Riverdale Press and on social media.

Special memories were created when the children and teens 
helped make more than 100 flower cups that went to brighten 
the day for women at the Concourse House and for residents 
of the Hebrew Home. It was touching to see two young sisters 
hand in some of their stuffed animals. Other participants brought 
medical supplies and even in a box decorated in turquoise and 
yellow, the colors for Ukraine.

With the pandemic, Riverdale Temple’s Mitzvah Day has had to 
change to doing more outdoor activities and collections, but the 
true human kindness and the spirit of helping others are stronger 
than ever.

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chairperson, Social Action Committee

SociaL action
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Contributions 
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp 
Scholarship Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, 
General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, 
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, 
Youth Activities Fund.

Amy and Henry Passover 
Bensen

Michael and Margaret  Yvette Marrin, on the occasion of her 
Ross Griffel special birthday

Eileen and Paul  Francis J. Bloustein 
Bloustein

Michael Friedman Lillian Friedman

Dorothy Kay Oscar Kay

Susan Kideckel  Arnold Kideckel

Helaine Teperman Burt and Carol Feinberg

Linda Kleinman Claudia Kern, beloved sister 
 Sigmund Kleinman, beloved  
 father-in-law

Ruth Loebmann John J. Loebmann

Jonathan Parker Julius Parker, M.D.

Wendy Parker Julius G. Parker, M.D., beloved father

Marilyn and Emil Sheldon Cohen 
Propper Meyer Propper

David B. Saxe Rose and Harry Stolzer

James Schnitzer Bernard Schnitzer

Donor In Honor    Donor In MeMory

In Honor of Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer
Muriel Adams

Amy and Henry Bensen

Ephraim Bosgang

Irene Brenner

Dorothy Feldman

Michael and Margaret Ross Griffel 

Carol and Sherry Kassel

Helen and Tom Krim

Yvette Marrin

Denise and Paul Resnik

Janie Rosman

Bruce Schwartz and Beth Greenberg 

Fred Schweitzer

Frances Segan

Renee Spath

Leslie Tait and Ronald Varney

Lisa and David Wolovick

Vladimir and Eugenia Zakharov

Judy Zucker

Make Riverdale Temple Your Choice on AmazonSmile!
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 1  Richard M. Kronman
 1  J. Burton Orr
 1  Raymond Zwyer
 2  Esther Siminowitz
 3  Benjamin Alin
 3  Dr. Leo Charles
 3  Rose Cohen
 3  Charles Gallub
 3  Alice L. Phillips
 3  Stefan Rollins
 3  Frank Schlesinger
 4  Nini Amler
 4  Edward Eichenwald
 4  Sandra Nadine LoPato
 4  Meyer Propper
 4  David Roskind
 4  Roslyn Socolof
 5  Max Faro
 5  Lee S. Haber
 5  Harry Leff
 5  Ethel B. Liebowitz
 6  Jack Bernstein
 6  Molly Friedman
 6  Bridie LaCava
 7  Eva Dilloff
 7  Ruth L. Krisiloff
 7  Jack Kroll
 7  John J. Loebmann
 7  Harold I. Newman
 7  Dr. Julius G. Parker
 8  Yetta Kaplan

 8  Bernard Katz
 8  Sophie Richman
 9  Barnet Bennett
 9  Bruno Bruck
 9  Bertha Isaacs
 9  Florence Rapaport
 9  Elysse Gabrielle Roger
 9  Joseph Silverstein
 9  Isidore Weiss
10  Mariann Kovar
10  Daniel J. Pinsky
11  Martin Burstin
11  Jack (Isidore) Fisher
11  Helen N. Kabak
11  Hyman H. Kramer
11  Abner Kurtin
11  Dr. Bezalel Levi
11  John Al Meisler
12  Bernard H. Friedman
12  Bernard A. Guenzig
12  Nathan Halpern
12  Ann Hauser
12  Julius Pargh
13  Margaret Fettman
13  Morris Funtleyder
13  Samuel Lehrer
13  Arthur London
13  Lois Popolow
13  Dr. Henry Poster
13  Evelyn Rose Spanier
13  Marion J. Weinberg

14  Gail R. Pops
15  Rose Egel
15  Margaret Sertner
15  Robert Wagonfeld
16  Francis J. Bloustein
16  Mildred Feren
16  Dr. Jack Hauser
16  George J. Kasloff
16  Sigmund Kleinman
16  Anna Lerman
16  Betty Lett
16  Joseph Schoen
16  Lewis Silver
17  Alfred Amler
17  Louis Angstreich
17  Irving Karpf
17  Claudia Kern
17  Bernard Schnitzer
17  Hon. Howard Silver
17  Augusta Trager
17  Corinne Wessler
18  Eva Arnowich
18  Fred Gottschalk
18  Julia Heimowitz
18  Ludwig Kahn
18  Isidor Schneiderman
19  Jessie Dinowitz
19  Jack Sackstein
20  Jacob Kaplan
20  Mae Spivack
21  Helen Jacobs

21  Edith Oppenheim
21  Judith B. Turiel
22  Dr. Philip L. Bereano
22  Morris Berman
22  Celia Cantor
23  Helen Lippmann Block
23  Paul E. Klein
23  Alan Sherman
24  Sheldon Cohen
24  Jacob Fritz
24  Hyman Golden
24  Irving Isaacs
24  Vera T. Rosenblum
25  Harry Fried
25  Adele Diane Gray
26  Pearl Lederer
28  Allie “Abraham” Pochter
28  Rose Reinhart
29  Meyer Karsh
29  Bella Perlstein
29  Ilse Spatz
29  Darrell Ray Steele
29  Andrew Sternberg
30  Maria Levin
30  Jack Mittleman
30  Melvin Rushfield
31  Monica DiFilippi
31  Pauline Goldman

 The Departed Whom We Now Remember: May Yahrzeit Observances

To On the Loss of
Amy Kaufman and family

Rachel Radna

Janie Rosman, Spencer Rosman, and Eric and Elyse

Rhoda Marks, beloved aunt, sister, mother, and grandmother

Shlomo Pincus, beloved cousin

Florence C. Rosman, beloved mother and grandmother

Condolences
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NEW YORK COMMON PANTRY I    RIVERDALE 
NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
FOR SENIORS 

ARE YOU OR YOUR NEIGHBORS
ELIGIBLE? 

• Are you over 60?
• Are you a New York State resident?
• Do you make less than $1,396 a month, or

$16,744 a year?

- - - - -ERIC
DINOWITZ ASSEMBLYMAN 

Jeffrey Dinowitz 
District 81

RIVERDALE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
5521 MOSHOLU AVENUE, BRONX, NY 10471 

call 917-982-2562 for more information 

 

If You Care . . . And you want to show that you care about your fellow 
congregants, join Riverdale Temple’s Caring Committee. We offer 
support by making telephone calls to those who are feeling isolated 
because of the pandemic or because they live alone or who are infirm 
or ill. We send cards of cheer, or of sympathy, among other ways of 
showing we care. 

Committee meetings are held Monday mornings on Zoom. If you are 
interested in joining the committee and reaching out to those who 
need some caring, please contact Muriel (917-353-6843) or Beth 
(bethfertig@gmail.com).
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RiveRdale Temple

4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

BRONX, NY 10471

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

RiveRdale Temple 
4545 Independence Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10471 
affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,  

patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492 
Email: administrator@riverdaletemple.org 

Web Page Address: https://riverdaletemple.org

Rabbi of the Congregation 
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Cantor of the Congregation 
Inbal Sharett-Singer, B.Mus., M.S.M.

Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation 
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L. 

Judith S. Lewis, D.D.

President of the Congregation 
Ronna Weber, Ph.D.

Nursery School Executive Director  
Alexandra Abikzer

Religious School Education and Engagement Specialist 
Judy Weinberg, M.A.

Bulletin Editor 
Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.

Bulletin Proofreaders 
Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,  

Sylvia Gottlieb, L. Michael Griffel,  
Olivia Koppell
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