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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (see calendar on p. 2 for details)
Feb. 5
Feb. 12
Feb. 19
Feb. 26

Feb. 6
Feb. 13
Feb. 20
Feb. 27

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Fridays

Shabbat Evening Service
Shabbat Evening Service
Shabbat Evening Service
Purim Tot Shabbat
Shabbat Evening Service

Saturdays

Shabbat Morning Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Shabbat Morning Service

All services and events at Riverdale Temple are
being offered remotely via Zoom (see p. 2) or
Facebook Live.
Please consult the e-blasts for the latest
information on Zoom and Facebook Live links.
To subscribe to our e-blasts, please email
administrator@riverdaletemple.org.

For special Adult Education
programs on February 3 and
14, see p. 8.

For Purim celebrations
on February 25, with
costume parade,
service, Megillah
reading, and “A Perfect
Purimspiel,” see p. 11.
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The Rabbi’s Column
This bulletin comes to you at one of the most difficult times of the year.
We are between Tu B’Shvat and Purim, between a terrible surge in COVID
cases and a vaccine, between the coldest days of winter and a long-awaited
spring. This is the time for us to grit our teeth and do our best to hold on
until things get better. I sincerely pray they will, and soon!
We are doing our best to keep you cheerful with lots of classes and
events. One of the things we are trying is a service with more English than
usual, which will be on the first Friday of the month, the 5th.
Our services are an attempt to bring all of the participants closer to
the realm of the holy, and to bring meaning into our lives. So it seems
counterproductive to add meaning by doing everything in a language that
many of us do not understand. Why do we have our service in Hebrew?
The reasons for doing the service in English are obvious. We are
saying or singing something. Shouldn’t we know what we are saying?
We do not learn or gain any other advantage from saying syllables that
have no meaning to us. The reasons for praying in Hebrew may seem less
compelling.
One reason to pray in Hebrew is that is the way it has always been done.
This explanation may be good enough for certain groups of Jews, but it
has never been enough for Reform Jews. Some Reform Jews have, in fact,
grown up with English services. When I was in Baton Rouge, one of my dear
congregants, Nita Lepp, who grew up in Mississippi, said the only Hebrew
words spoken in her temple when she was a girl were the words of the Sh’ma.
Another reason is more meaningful. By praying in Hebrew, we create a
community of Jews all over the world, saying the same words in synagogues
everywhere. A Jewish person from New York can walk into a synagogue
in Rome, in Jerusalem, in Buenos Aires, and if she knows the prayers in
Hebrew, she can pray them there. Not only that, but these prayers are the
same that Jews have been praying for thousands of years.
It is moving for me to think that these are the same words that my
grandfather said, that his grandfather said, and so on into the past. Except,
of course, prayers were always a little different from place to place, and
Reform prayers are deliberately a little different. And to be honest, if that
synagogue in Buenos Aires is Orthodox, while some of the prayers are
(almost) the same, they have a lot more prayers, and it may be hard to
follow where they are in the prayerbook.
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continued on p. 3

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

20th of Sh’vat 5781
4:00–5:30 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

1

2

25th of Sh’vat 5781
9:30–11:00 am Simcha
Learning Center Inperson classes
9:30–10:45 am Zoom
classes

26th of Sh’vat 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner: The
Psalms (via Zoom)

7

8

2nd of Adar 5781
No Simcha Learning
Center classes
2:00 pm YIVO lecture
(via Zoom)
14
9th of Adar 5781
No Simcha Learning
Center classes

21

21st of Sh’vat 5781
7:30 pm YIVO:
Martin Kleinman’s
book reading (via
Zoom)

22nd of Sh’vat 5781
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner
(via Zoom)

3

4

27th of Sh’vat 5781
4:00–5:30 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

28th of Sh’vat 5781
7:30 pm WRJ Book
Club (via Zoom)

30th of Sh’vat 5781
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)

9

10

29th of Sh’vat 5781
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner
(via Zoom)
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting
(via Zoom)
6th of Adar 5781
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner
(via Zoom)
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting (via
Zoom)

7th of Adar 5781
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)

3rd of Adar 5781
Presidents’ Day
Building closed
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner: The
Psalms (via Zoom)
15

4th of Adar 5781
No Simcha Learning
Center class

10th of Adar 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner: The
Psalms (via Zoom)

11th of Adar 5781
4:00–5:30 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

22

Friday

5th of Adar 5781

16

23

12th of Adar 5781

23rd of Sh’vat 5781
7:00 pm Shabbat
Special English Service
(via Zoom)
5

11

18

17

13th of Adar 5781
Erev Purim
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner
(via Zoom)
6:00 pm Costume
parade
Megillah reading
Purimspiel (via Zoom)
24

16th of Adar 5781
9:30–11:00 am Simcha
Learning Center Inperson classes
9:30–10:45 am Zoom
classes (see p. 6 for SLC
Purim festivities)
28

All activities are on Zoom unless otherwise noted.

25

Saturday
24th of Sh’vat 5781
Parashat Yitro
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)

6

1st of Adar 5781
Parashat Mishpatim
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)
12

13

19

8th of Adar 5781
Parashat Terumah
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)
1:00 pm Chavurah after
services (via Zoom)
20

14th of Adar 5781
Purim
5:00 pm Purim Tot
Shabbat
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)
26

15th of Adar 5781
Parashat Tetzaveh
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)

27

February

19th of Sh’vat 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner: The
Psalms (via Zoom)

Thursday

The earliest rabbis felt it was important to have the service in
Hebrew so people would learn enough Hebrew to read the Bible.
Muslims feel that the Koran in translation is not really the Koran.
Christians feel that their Bible can be translated into any language,
and it doesn’t really matter which one you read. We Jews are
somewhere in the middle. A ritual reading of the Torah must be
in Hebrew, from a handwritten scroll, but we can study from a
printed book in any language. Very few Reform Jews in America
really understand Hebrew well enough to read the Torah in the
original. Why do we persist in praying in Hebrew?
In my last bulletin article, I wrote about a woman who had given
up lighting Chanukah candles. One of the things she liked about
saying the blessings, back when she did say them, was the feeling
of knowing a mystical phrase, almost a magical incantation. She
didn’t believe in the meaning of the words, but when she said them
in Hebrew, she felt special.
Saying prayers in Hebrew makes them seem Jewish. There
is something about the flavor of a service in Hebrew that is
meaningful, even when the meaning of the words is not clear. The
experience of Israelis, for whom Hebrew is their mother tongue, is
different. Nonetheless, the language of the siddur is not the same
as their everyday Modern Hebrew. I think it would be strange for
me to attend a Christian service in Israel, a service in Hebrew, as
that, too, I think would fail to be quite the same.

Ultimately, prayer is not just about the meaning of the words.
If that were so, we could learn the meaning and only have to pray
once. The familiar sounds of the Hebrew reach a place deep in
our souls. In a way, the fact that we do not completely understand
them, or at least that they are not part of our ordinary day-to-day
interactions, makes them more powerful. It sets them apart, which
is part of the definition of holiness.
The traditional term for Hebrew was lashon kodesh, meaning
the “holy tongue.” Early Reform Judaism embraced rationality and
rejected superstition and magic. We turned our backs on Hebrew,
on ritual items like t’fillin, talis, and yarmulke, on kosher food.
Rationally, we did not need those things. But without them, we lost
the Jewish flavor of our lives. We lost a piece of mystery that had
been lifting us to a holier place.
Since the ’70s, Reform Judaism has been putting some of those
Jewish elements back into our prayer services and our lives. On
the 5th of February, we are going to try to tweak the balance a bit,
to try to help some of our congregants feel more connected to our
Shabbat service. Hopefully, we will be able to do it without losing
any of the magic, any of the sense of holiness of our service. Please
let the cantor and me know which service seems better and more
meaningful to you!
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
Shalom Chaveirim,
Purim is upon us on February 25–26, the 14th of Adar, when
we sing the popular song “Mishenichnas Adar Marbin B’simchah”
(When the month of Adar comes in, we increase our joy!). Please
believe me when I say that it feels hardly appropriate to say these
words during this devastating time, when a world pandemic is
hitting us hard, a pandemic that threatens us all, and has already
taken the lives of more than two million people all over the world.
My heart is breaking for this tremendous loss. I pray for all of us to
find strength and be brave. Let us keep our spirits strong and still
celebrate Purim amid the chaos around us.
As Anne Frank said in her inspiring diary, “We can never be
just Dutch, or just English, or whatever, we will always be Jews
as well. And we’ll have to keep on being Jews…I now know that
courage and happiness are needed first!” Let us keep on supporting
each other as we go through the Jewish year, in strength and hope.
Rabbi Gardner and I are here for you, and our door is always open to
you. Please don’t hesitate to email us and share how you are doing.
During Purim, we remember the victory of the Jews in Persia
over their enemy Haman, as related in the Megillah of Esther. The
Megillah is chanted in synagogues worldwide on the evening of
the fourteenth day of Adar—a spirited reading, usually in costume,
when we “boo” and spin groggers while saying the name of Haman.
At Riverdale Temple, it is always fun to also cheer for Vashti as well
as Mordechai. And we like to belittle King Achashverosh. Reading
the Megillah is the most important commandment of Purim.
There are Purimspiels that act out the story of Purim, as well as
other traditions such as a costume parade, having a carnival, and
eating hamantaschen (with poppy seeds, chocolate, or jelly). Gd is
not mentioned even once in the Megillah! Instead, it is a story of
political maneuvering, personal activism, and communal bravery
against an anti-Jewish plot.

A few Mitzvot are designated for Purim, such as listening to
the Megillah of Esther and eating a great meal. There is also a
tradition of giving Mishloach Manot to your friends and money
to the needy or feeding the hungry. This special Purim tzedakah
(charity) is called Matanot L’evyonim, gifts for the poor. Purim,
from the word Pur, means “lots,” as Haman cast lots to decide on
when to destroy the Jewish people. Pur is also in Yom Kippur, and
there are some interesting connections between the two holidays.
Traditional texts point out that “Yom Kippurim” could mean “a day
like Purim.” There are lots of interesting interpretations, but basically
Purim is about a Jewish community being saved from destruction,
while Yom Kippur is about the salvation of each Jewish soul.
We are planning a virtual Purim celebration like never before!
On Thursday, February 25, we will begin our festivities at 6:00 p.m.
with a virtual costume parade. Rabbi Gardner, our Nursery School
director, Alexandra Abikzer, and I will be there to greet all the children
in their costumes. We invite children of all ages to participate with their
special costumes. Judy Weinberg, director of the Simcha Learning
Center, will give a special prize for any SLC student who shows
up in a costume! Following the parade, we will have a short Purim
service with the reading of the Megillah! As always, I invite you all to
participate and read the Megillah in any language, song, rap, or yodel,
or in any way you wish! Please email me at cantorsharettsinger@
riverdaletemple.org to receive a verse.
After the reading, we will have our much anticipated, and
completely lay-led, “A Perfect Purimspiel,” written by our own
very talented Rudy Radna and directed by our brilliant Lauren
Sadkin. Rudy has told me that this Purimspiel is constructed in
large part of things former president Donald J. Trump really said!
Don’t miss this entertaining performance!
There are many other special Purim programs, such as the giving
of Mishloach Manot WRJ fundraiser, SLC’s human-size Megillah
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reading and magic show, and the Purim Tot Shabbat. Please stay
tuned, read our bulletin calendar, and follow our e-blasts.
Purim can inspire Jewish people across the world to give to
others, to unite together to overcome adversity, and to celebrate
with much needed joy and laughter.

I hope to see you throughout February on Zoom.
Take care and L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
Presidents have been much on our collective mind of late, and
February brings the commemoration of two of America’s greatest:
George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Both presidents
strengthened America and also strengthened American Jews.
Not many Jews had immigrated to the United States before
1820, but there was a group of two dozen Jewish settlers in New
Amsterdam in 1654. Over time, more Jewish immigrants settled
in the Colonies, mostly those of Sephardic descent. While not
welcome everywhere, small Jewish communities were established
in New York City; Newport, Rhode Island; Savannah, Georgia;
and Philadelphia. On the eve of the American Revolution, between
2,000 and 3,000 Jews were living in the Colonies.
The oldest synagogue in America is the Touro Synagogue,
opened in Newport in 1763. The city then had a population of
300 Jews. It was this synagogue that George Washington visited
in 1790. He was invited to the synagogue by its warden, Moses
Seixas, and following his visit sent a much-quoted letter to Seixas.
Using words from the Bible, he wrote, ”May the Children of the
Stock of Abraham [these are words taken from Seixas’s invitation
to Washington], who dwell in this land, continue to merit and
enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants; while every one shall
sit under his own vine and fig tree, and there shall be none to make
him afraid [this from Micah 4:4].”
When Abraham Lincoln was growing up in Kentucky and Indiana,
it is not likely that he knew any Jews personally, as their population
continued to be small and they were mostly concentrated on the
East Coast. By the end of the Civil War, however, immigration,
primarily from Central Europe, had brought the number of Jews in
the United States to more than 150,000. Lincoln not only came to
know many Jews, but he developed friendships with several.
Lincoln did not just support Jews passively; he took active steps
to broaden their acceptance. He expanded the military chaplaincy
to include non-Christians and personally appointed the first Jewish
chaplains. He overturned an order, issued by Ulysses S. Grant,
expelling Jews from the war zone. In his personal speeches and

writings, he made a conscious effort to embrace inclusion, using
phrases like “this nation under God,” as opposed to using terms
such as “this Christian nation.” This willingness to include Jewish
Americans paralleled his celebrated efforts to abolish slavery and
bring legal equality to Black Americans.
While the founding ideals of America guaranteed religious
freedom to Jews, and this principle was enshrined in the
Constitution, there were, nevertheless, many instances of antiJewish sentiment and outright prejudice and discrimination. Some
states (Maryland and North Carolina) restricted the rights of Jews
to hold public office, and these restrictions were not removed until
after the Civil War. The increase in Jewish immigration after the
Civil War created a backlash on the part of many. Beginning in the
1870s, anti-Semitism became increasingly strong and pervasive.
Jews were refused accommodations in hotels and were barred
from social clubs, private resorts, and private schools. Jewish
immigration was restricted, and from the 1920s until after World
War II, it slowed to a trickle.
While enjoying unparalleled freedom and success in America,
Jews still feel vulnerable. That is why, to this day, we listen carefully
to the words of our presidents and other political leaders—the socalled “dog whistles.”
Of course, Jews were not the only objects of discrimination. Blacks,
Catholics, Irish, Chinese, and others were also, at different times and
places, the major focus of group hostility, and they still are. And we
Jews feel sensitive to their oppression as well, for if it is okay to
discriminate against one, it will be okay to discriminate against others.
As our government changed hands, many of us have felt as
if a weight was removed from our hearts. The presidency as an
institution is powerful, and the person who holds it sets the tone
for all of its citizens. To speak words of inclusion, and reach out to
minorities, as did Washington and Lincoln, helps all of us to feel
optimistic about the American experiment.
—Dr. Ronna Weber, President

Simcha Learning Center
We began the secular year by welcoming our students and
teachers back into the building and remotely with song, Tefilah,
and Torah. We socially distance by gathering in our sanctuary
either with a service with the cantor or with Rabbi Gardner. The
children eagerly listened to the story of the week, which focused
either on the Torah portion of the week or an upcoming holiday,
related by me.

On the first Sunday back, we were all connected remotely, starting
off with Tefilah with the cantor and ending with individual classes.
It was so very uplifting when all the children unmuted themselves
and joined in with the Sh’ma. I felt as though I were at the Kotel
(Wailing Wall) in Israel, as we came together as a community.
—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist

The kids then went to their classes and partook of various
activities. All of our students who are learning remotely
joined either with the cantor or with Hillary for activities and
learning experiences similar to those enjoyed in person.
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See p. 6 for photos of our activities.

Bulletin Board

Go to https://urj.org for
announcements, news and press
releases, a calendar of virtual
programs and events, and
general information.

Temple activities will take place via Zoom or Facebook

Live unless noted otherwise. Please consult the calendar on
p. 2 and the temple website at https://riverdaletemple.org,

and also check e-blasts for updates.

Copy for the next issue of The Bulletin is due by
February 15. You can email it directly to
administrator@riverdaletemple.org
(put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Simcha Learning
Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
6
7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a
survivor, you can register to be included in the Benjamin
and Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
D.C. For more information and to download the Survivors’
Registry Form, go to ushmm.org/resourcecenter and click on
Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center to complete
the form.
Contact information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims
Resource Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–
2126; tel: 202-488-6112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resourcecenter@ushmm.org.

The temple needs a volunteer accountant!

If you are a qualified accountant, please contact Joanne Heyman,
treasurer of Riverdale Temple, at 718-548-3800.

Visit our website: https://riverdaletemple.org
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is
a space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To give a contribution to Riverdale Temple, send
your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug with our logo for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing
to: administrator@riverdaletemple.org or president@
riverdaletemple.org
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost
pilot program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our
food scraps. Please observe the different signs on the
garbage receptacles and put throwaways in the proper
container. We are pioneers in a wonderful program—
please join the effort in caring for our environment. Thank you!
Recapture the joy of reading
through the JBI Library for
visually impaired, blind, and
reading-disabled individuals,
all provided free of charge and delivered to your doorstep.
Call toll free at 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org

The Bulletin: Vol. 74, No. 6, February 2021. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471, 10
times a year, September through June. This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part
without Riverdale Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Simcha Learning Center experiences via Zoom
For$Simcha$Learning$Center$Families!
$February 28—Purim$Festivities!
9:30–10:00 a.m. Socially distant “carnival” and game
stations. For in-person students only. If you don't
normally attend in-person, please register by emailing
Judy at Judyw.RT@gmail.com. This activity will not
be streamed on Zoom.
10:00–10:30 a.m. Human-Size Megillah Reading. We
will gather outside on the plaza, weather permitting.
Siblings and families are invited. In case of inclement
weather, only the SLC students will gather in the
sanctuary. The Magic Show will follow at 10:30 and be
streamed on Zoom. Hamantashen, individually
prepackaged, will be given out to be eaten at home.

Nursery School News
This past month the children have been talking about how their
friends are kind to them and how they are kind to their friends.
We believe that whatever you focus on grows. We know that
these children will make the world a better place.
The Twos have been studying Tu B’Shvat. They created trees
out of recycled materials, planted parsley, and sang Happy
Birthday to the trees. They have also been studying winter and
made a beautiful snowman outside their classroom. Each child
helped with the collaging of materials on the snowman.
The Three-Year-Olds have also been studying Tu B’Shvat.
They have been painting pots and planting parsley to take home
to their families.
Our Threes are also learning about winter and hibernation. One
class did a study on arctic animals and created igloos out of
mini-marshmallows. Other classes painted with colored ice and
experimented with salt to see how the ice melts faster. We even
had a visit from an arctic dog, an Alaskan Malamute (see photos
on right).
All of our Four-Year-Olds are studying their community. Two
classes studied the book The Big Orange Splot by Daniel
Pinkwater. They made drawings and collages of their dream
homes. The other Fours class became very interested in how the
mail system operates, so they worked on writing letters and then
went on a walk to mail their letters to family and friends. Then
they created their own mailboxes, which are hanging outside
their classroom. They continue to write letters daily.
On February 24, we will be having Pajama Day. Children and
teachers will wear their pajamas and have breakfast in their
classrooms.

Enrollment for 2021–2022 School Year

We have been having many virtual tours for the
2021–2022 school year. We are currently enrolling Twos

and Threes. If you have friends who are interested, please
tell them to call the school at 718-796-0335 or email me at
nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We have been getting many
applications for next year, and we have very limited space.

Afterschool

We currently have Jewish
Enrichment on Tuesdays
with Sandi Daniels, one
of our amazing Fours
teachers, and we will be
having a young explorers
class on Wednesdays,
which will begin after the
February break.

Camp 2021

We are very excited to
have camp again this
summer. Camp will be five
weeks long for children
ages 2–5 years old. It
will begin June 28 and
run through July 30. This
year there will be three
groups, one for each
age. There will be lots of
projects, water play, and
many more fun activities.
Each week we will have a
different theme, and many
“surprise” specials. If
you are interested, please
contact me at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com.
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—Alexandra Abikzer, Director

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
Dear Friends,
The other day, I turned on the radio and I heard three distinct
chords: “Tradition,” the opening song of the wonderful Bock and
Harnick musical Fiddler on the Roof. I quickly wished that my
mother was here, as we would have sung together, and I realized
that this tradition of singing “Tradition” may not continue. My
daughters prefer “modern” musicals, but there is still hope (!)
February’s column usually begins
with lamenting about the cold and
discussing participating in Mishloach
Manot. Tradition continues! I am
happy to report that it is really cold
outside and WRJ is again hosting
Mishloach Manot this year! It is very
easy to participate in sending a gift
basket. For $18.00 (per basket), you can send a basket full of
treats locally. If you would like to send a basket to everyone in

our temple family, the cost is $180.00. All names must be sent
to the main office by February 16, 2021. We could use help
in preparing for this event (delivering the baskets, baking, etc).
Please let me know if you can volunteer. A special thank-you to
Rachel Radna for spearheading this great event.
The Book Club will meet on Wednesday, February 10, 2021,
at 7:30 p.m. It will be discussing Wandering Stars by Sholem
Aleichem. Please contact Ronni Stolzenberg (rstolzenberg@
optimum.net) for the Zoom link.
WRJ also wanted to give a BIG THANK-YOU to Yvette Marrin,
Muriel Adams, and Arline Davis for making our Tu B’Shvat
Seder happen. Great things happen when everyone comes
together and supports each other.
WRJ is still planning, still creating, still moving forward. We
need your help—if you have an idea, please share. I look forward
to seeing everyone soon.
—Joanne Heyman, President

The Caring Committee

The Caring Committee is expanding its scope to better serve the Riverdale Temple community. The committee will meet on a weekly
basis with the rabbi. We will discuss who is in need of help, support, or congratulations. Volunteers will make calls; acknowledge
birthdays, anniversaries, and other simchas by sending cards or gift baskets; visit the ill, when it is safe to do so. To accomplish these
goals, we need people to volunteer their time to the degree that they are able to. We hope to grow this committee to become a vital and
vibrant part of our temple community.

Anyone willing to volunteer should contact Beth at bethfertig@gmail.com or Muriel at mjadams427@gmail.com. Please contact the
rabbi or Linda in the office if you or any other member would like a call or have any information that should come to the attention of
the Caring Committee.

Men of Reform Judaism (Men’s Club)
Wishing you a continued safe, peaceful, and healthy year.

—Steven Rosenfeld, President

r-Kive is a new social media platform dedicated to exploring music from the past in
a safe, online environment (coming soon to r-kive.com)
You can help us to expand our collection:
1. Lend us your 78s, 45s, or 33-1/3 LPs (we come to you!)
2. We digitize and catalog them
3. Then we return your records and a USB stick with the digital copies
To get started, open your Camera app and scan the QR code above to contact us!
It’s free, so act today!

r-Kive is property of Belleau Technologies, LLC – a family owned NYC business – all rights reserved

This service is being offered by our member Jeremy Sadkin at no cost to the user:
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Social Action
MANY THANKS! To everyone again for their wonderful
donations of warm coats, jackets, gloves, hats, scarves, etc.
Your donations will help others keep warm this cold and difficult
winter. Special appreciation to Jeff Sklar and David Greenfield
for bringing our Riverdale Temple donations to the Yonkers
AAA collection bin.
KRMH Food & Hunger Project, Inc. In late January, we
distributed 150 KRMH grocery gift cards to people in need,
working with the Interfaith Clergy and a social worker at the
Riverdale Y. We continue to pack once a month (usually the
first Wednesday, from 9:15 to 11:00 a.m., at the Riverdale Y,
for supplementary grocery packets for permanently homebound
seniors. We could use one to two more volunteers. We work in
the Y dining room for social distancing. Please contact me, if you
are available, at swimkayak@aol.com.

A Special Adult Education Program

Wednesday, February 3, at 7:30 p.m.
Reading by Martin Kleinman
A fellow congregant, Marty will read
from and discuss his new short story
collection, A Shoebox Full of Money.
“Reading Martin Kleinman’s book is like
slow-dancing to a love song by La Lupe.
His poignant stories are remembrances
of life, love, and loss,” according to
Angel Franco, Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist, The New
York Times.

PURIM GROCERY COLLECTION—Riverdale Temple
will conduct a food drive to help the hungry in our area for
Purim. Baskets and boxes will be labeled. Please donate only
needed items: fish, vegetables, soup, rice, pasta, fruit, tomato
sauce, evaporated milk, peanut butter and jelly, beans, etc. The
groceries should have current dates and not be expired. They will
help people in the Kingsbridge Heights Community Center area.
The scheduled pickup is on March 2, from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m.
SAVE THE DATE! APRIL 25—OUTDOOR MITZVAH DAY!

Cristin Messinger is starting to organize plans for an outdoor
Mitzvah Day for April 25, 2021. Please contact her and the
Social Action Committee if you can help. More information to
come in the March bulletin.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

YIVO Jewish Culture Series Lecture

Sunday, February 14, at 2:00 p.m.
The Jewish Evil Eye Belief with Dr. Itzik
Gottesman
Folk beliefs come and go, but Jews have
steadfastly held onto the belief in the evil eye—
the “eyn hora”—for more than a millennium.
Over the years, the forms of amulets, spells, and incantations to
dispel the evil eye have multiplied, and this talk will look at the
development and spread of this widespread belief.
Dr. Gottesman teaches Yiddish and Jewish folklore at the
University of Texas, Austin.

Adult Education
At the beginning of December, we asked congregants
to please take a few moments to complete a survey
regarding Adult Education at Riverdale Temple. We
indicated at the time that their input would help the
Adult Education Committee plan program topics of
interest and to clarify the best times to schedule events for both
the YIVO Jewish Culture Series and Adult Education. For greater
integration of efforts, we determined to run Adult Education as
a partnership for educational activities with Women of Reform
Judaism.
COVID-19 has made it necessary to have all lectures online via
Zoom. We have been isolated in our homes. We needed you, our
temple family, to help us make this a productive, supportive, and
interesting year of learning. We also found out, to our delight,
that the survey revealed congregants who had skills that they
were willing to share with their fellow congregants. Their input
to our clergy will enable them to integrate your suggestions into
the topics selected for future class themes they would teach.
Regarding the question about any interest in a Yiddish class, that
will be addressed later this spring as we invite you to a “Taste of
Yiddish” class that I will put together with a Yiddish instructor.
This will be a three- or four-session course for those who had
talked about the degree of their experiences with Yiddish. It

would present a history of Yiddish and some conversational
experience so people can ascertain if they are still interested in
learning more.
This month, we will present two Adult Education events. Look
for more details in the weekly e-blasts, which also include the
Zoom link to the event:
Wednesday, February 3, at 7:30 p.m.
Reading by Martin Kleinman. A fellow congregant, Marty will
read from and discuss his new short story collection, A Shoebox
Full of Money (see above).
Sunday, February 14, at 2:00 p.m.
The Jewish Evil Eye Belief with Dr. Itzik Gottesman (see above)
The YIVO Jewish Culture Series was developed by Riverdale
Temple in partnership with the YIVO Institute for Educational
Research (YIVO.org) in 2011. The YIVO is a Jewish cultural
institution known for its world-renowned library and archive
of Jewish history and culture. The YIVO Jewish Culture Series
at Riverdale Temple draws its presenters from the extensive
network of scholars worldwide affiliated with the YIVO. The
events are open to the broader community. There is no charge.
We have three to four YIVO lectures each year.
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Study with the Rabbi:

The Psalms: Every Monday, noon to 1:00 p.m., via Zoom
Jewish Ethics: Every Thursday, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., via Zoom

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on February 20, at 1:00 p.m., to
read and discuss the Torah portion Terumah. In this parashah,

Moses receives Adonai’s commandments on stone tablets, along
with instructions to create a dwelling place for the Eternal, and
the details of how it should look and how it should be made.
Have you ever wondered about why the Torah goes into such
excruciating detail about the Mishkan? Come to our lay-led
study group and join in on the debate. All are welcome.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp
Scholarship Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund,
General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund,
Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Anonymous

“For the cantor’s most ecstatic 		
contributions to our service”

Michael Friedman

Lillian Friedman
Theresa Russo

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Riverdale Temple

Beverly Hamada

Benjamin Krisiloff, beloved father

Steven Froot

Riverdale Temple

Audrey Hoffman

David Hoffman

Sarah Gardner

Riverdale Temple

Mark Hochberg

Elaine Hochberg

Marshall Kanter

Sylvia Gottlieb, on her recovery, with
love from Jo-Ann and Marshall

Carol Kassel

Ruth Markowitz

Craig Katz

Dorothy Kay

Rachel and Richard Radna, for their 		
50th anniversary

Isabelle Funtleyder
Joshua Karpf

Linda Kleinman

Jerome Kern, beloved father

Ellen and Guy Knafo

Riverdale Temple

Helen Meltzer Krim

Marcia Meltzer

Olivia Koppell

The clergy and staff, for making 		
something positive out of a dreadful
and deadly year

Sandra Lerner

Joseph Herman

Marilyn and Emil
Propper

Meyer Propper

Martin Schneider

Frieda Schneider

Deborah Simmons

Alfred E. Simmons

James Schnitzer

Bernard and Hedy Schnitzer

Jack and Jill Shaifer

Helen C. Barkin
Felix Carlson
George J. Harren
Rose C. Harren
Abe Shaifer
Dora Shaifer
Rose C. Shaifer

Susan Brown Mandel

Riverdale Temple

Lewis Teperman

Helene Teperman, on her 60th birthday

Donor

In Memory

Thea Alfano

Samuel Resnik

Steve Avedon

Netta Avedon

Dorothy Baer

Ralph S. Baer

Howard and Susan
Birnbaum

Jean Mills

Linda Chokroverty

Gita and Himansu Chakrabarti 		
Debabrata Mukherjee

Renee Spath

Sheldon Turtletaub, beloved brother

Karen Franklin

Jeanne and Julian Spiegel
Stanley Sundheim

Lyn Stevens

Jerry Herbert Spatz

Dr. Leon and Ann Stone Abraham Lester
Ronna Weber
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Max Tager

Condolences
To

On the Loss of

Elisha Bird and Alex Bird and family

William Bird, beloved husband and father

Judy Weinberg and family

Rabbi Herbert Weinberg, beloved father, who lived a life of
meaning, purpose, kindness, and much love

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: February Yahrzeit Observances
1 Charles Jaffe

8 Joseph Baron

16 Solomon Fried

22 Fred A. Glass

2 Gussie Gold

8 Hetta Mouber

16 Mildred Janow

22 Mollie Rabinowitz

1 Margot Manasse
2 Leopold Hirschl

2 Brana Rozenfeld

2 Bruce Silverman

3 Philip S. Birnbaum

8 Emma K. Mozlin
8 Celia Turoff

8 Sinclair Waldstein
9 William Adams

3 Gussie Gold

10 Yvette Levy

3 Irving Sorger

11 Ralph S. Baer

3 Ray B. Horowitz
3 Mac Stern

4 Herbert Aaron

4 Wallace R. Cotton
4 Augusta G. Patek
4 Leon Rabinowitz

4 George Joseph Small
5 Ethel Y. Aronson

5 Rebecca Jacobson
5 Lillian G. Meltzer

5 Margaret Oppenheimer
5 Natalie Reibeisen
5 Carlos Rosello

5 Isidor Rosenblum
5 Frieda Schneider
5 Harry Slade

5 Jack Wittenberg

6 Charles Goldberg

6 Harry Goldberger

6 Jonathan Daniel Kirp
7 Max Belkind

7 Anna Davidoff
7 Carl Fisher

7 Clara Frischer

7 Joseph Gilman
7 Tillie Kaplan
7 Jerome Kern

7 Michael Wile

16 Ariye Furman

8 Frieda Kaplan

10 Bella Weingarten
11 Clara Bruck

11 Dorothy Goldman
12 Ira Adler

12 Michael Altman
12 Anna Brown
12 Max Cohen

12 Philip Dubrow

12 Robert G. Golbach
12 Louis Ranfeld

12 Louis Schulman
12 Fannie Wolmer

13 Samuel Hollander
13 Abe Horowitz
13 Burt Jaeger

13 Samuel Janow

13 Samuel Silverman
14 Leo Breier

14 David Egel

14 Gertrude Golden

14 Bernard Philip Gray
14 Nat Rosenblatt

14 Lottie Samuels

14 Sarah L. Schneiderman
14 Max Tager

15 Benjamin Harris

15 John J. Spath Sr.
16 Theodore Corn

16 Jacob Lowenthal

16 Abraham Perchick
16 Molly Retman

16 Mildred Segan
16 Harry Shatin

16 Werner Spatz

16 Conrad Weiner

17 Marilyn Freiman
18 Isaac P. Aronson
18 Joshua Karpf

18 Pearl Liebling

18 Irma Loebmann

18 Helen Snyder Lowe
19 Jeanne Arnowich
19 Lillian Axel

19 Norman Dinowitz
19 David Drexler

19 Morris Hoffman
19 Martin Kaplin
19 Adele Locke

19 Masha Mallin

19 Nathan B. Spear
20 Esther Amram

20 Jean Friedenberg

20 Isabelle Funtleyder
20 Susan Popick

20 Rosina Rosenfeld
20 Theresa Russo

20 Robert Simmons
20 Ida Stam

21 Sophie Batt

21 Felix Carlson

21 Lillian Hirshowitz
22 Viola Bergman
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22 Simon Lersy

22 Hyman Siminowitz
22 Mollie Spear

23 Joseph Cassel

23 Milton Hoffman
23 Louis J. Monat

23 Daniel Robert Platzner
24 Fay Birnbaum
24 Philip Levine

24 Sondra Rechy

24 Sadie Rosenthal
24 Richard Spath

24 Henrietta Sperling
24 Sybil Turner

25 Charles Leber

25 Ruth Markowitz
25 Marcia Meltzer
25 Jean Mills

25 Edith Rattner

25 Louis D. Retman
25 Sheldon Wiener

26 Carole Friedman
26 Rose Goldshein
26 Lilo Hartmann

26 Jerry Herbert Spitz

27 Alice Samuela Brown
27 Stanley Greenfield

27 A. Donald Kronman
27 Alice Leinwand
28 Joseph Herman

28 Morton J. Margolies
28 Nathan Miller

28 Morris Seeferblatt

It’s Time to Prepare for Purimspiel!

Come one! Come all!

Actors, singers, dancers, musicians, and wannabes! All are welcome to the casting
call for this year’s Purimspiel!
Special for this year: all rehearsals and the performance will be virtual, so you can
participate from wherever you are. You just need an internet connection, access
to Zoom, and a great sense of humor. We promise a good time will be had by
all, as we prepare for another year of Purim fun and mayhem! Send an email to
cmkassel@gmail.com if you are interested. Written by Rudy Radna and directed
by Lauren Sadkin.

Chanting Megillah Virtually!

We would love for you to read/chant/sing a verse from the Megillah of Esther
during the Megillah virtual reading on Purim, Thursday, February 25.

Above: Rudy and Carrie Radna, Lauren Sadkin

You can sing, chant, rap, or yodel the verse, in any language! Please email
cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org to receive a Megillah selection.

Celebrate Purim with Riverdale Temple on Thursday, February 25

The celebration starts at 6:00 p.m. with the costume parade, with Rabbi Gardner, Cantor Sharett-Singer, and our Riverdale Temple
Nursery School director Alexandra Abikzer. Anyone who is in costume from the Simcha Learning Center will get a special prize
from Judy Weinberg, director of the Simcha Learning Center, on the next Sunday! This will be followed by the service and Megillah
reading, and concluding with “A Perfect Purimspiel.”
All activities are on Zoom!
Rachel Radna, who
shared her expertise
with the participants
at the Communal
Challah Bake on
Zoom on January 24.
More photos of the
event on the right.

Kol Nidre Appeal

Dear Congregants and Friends,

We are reaching out to you today to continue Riverdale
Temple’s Kol Nidre Appeal, our major fundraiser for
the year. We are committed to strengthening the bonds
of our congregation and moving forward with spiritual,
educational, and fun programming. Your donations to
the Kol Nidre Appeal are vital to our mission.
Support the future of Riverdale Temple. Please
contribute today if you have not yet done so.
You can make payments easily and safely online:
https://ybillc.isecuresites.com/quickpay/rivtem
or you can print and then mail the completed form to
Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Ave., Bronx, NY
10471.
Thank you for your spirit and your generosity.
—Dr. Ronna Weber, President

Make Riverdale Temple Your
Choice on AmazonSmile!

11 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Riverdale Temple
4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE
BRONX, NY 10471
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Riverdale Temple
4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

President of the Congregation
Ronna Weber, Ph.D.

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
Email: administrator@riverdaletemple.org
Web Page Address: https://riverdaletemple.org

Nursery School Executive Director
Alexandra Abikzer
Religious School Education and Engagement Specialist
Judy Weinberg, M.A.

Rabbi of the Congregation
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.
Cantor of the Congregation
Inbal Sharett-Singer, B.Mus., M.S.M.
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