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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Vol. 74
Worship Services (see calendar on p. 2 for details)
Nov. 6

6:15 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Nov. 13		4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Nov. 20		7:00 p.m.
Nov. 27 4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 28

Fridays

SLC Family Shabbat Service
Shabbat Evening Service
Tot Shabbat Service
Shabbat Evening Service
Shabbat Evening Service
Tot Shabbat Service
Shabbat Evening Service

Saturdays**

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

All services and events at Riverdale Temple are
being offered remotely via Zoom or Facebook
Live except where noted otherwise.
Please consult the e-blasts for the latest
information on Zoom and Facebook Live links.
To subscribe to our e-blasts, please email
administrator@riverdaletemple.org.
**Some Saturday morning services may begin
at 10:45 a.m. Please check e-blasts for up-todate information.

Lunch and Learn has started up again!

Please join us on Zoom on Mondays at noon for
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Gardner. The topic
this year is “The Psalms.”
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The Rabbi’s Column
Jews are sensitive to anti-Semitism, and for good reason. Within living
memory, anti-Semitism in Europe grew from crude jokes, unfriendliness,
and the occasional incident on the street to the largest mass murder in
history. Of course, we do not even need to go so far back to see incidents
in which the disparagement of Jews has led to violence. The words “Never
Again” partly refer to a determination not to ignore or downplay antiSemitism in the future. As an Israeli anti-terror professional recently said,
when people say they want to kill us, we should believe them. It would be
a mistake to ignore any current anti-Semitism.
But how seriously should we take anti-Semitism in the past?
In recent days, we have seen people tear down statues of men who were
once thought great, because of their racism or complicity in racist systems.
Men like Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee took public stands in favor of
the enslavement of human beings, so it is understandable that we do not
want to honor them today. However, statues of some who are lauded for
things other than their perpetuation of racism have also been torn down.
George Washington, because he was a slave owner. Christopher Columbus,
because his discovery of the New World led to the enslavement and
destruction of Native American peoples. Even Abraham Lincoln, who did
even more for the African American community than our current president,
has had a statue torn down.
As Jews, should we also call for the “cancelling” of anti-Semites of the
past? Should we protest the playing of music by Andrés Segovia? Should
we call for a ban on the works of Wagner or William Shakespeare?
When I was working in Japan, an American coworker of mine was
arrested for possession of marijuana. He later fumed that he was kept in
jail for thirty days before he was even allowed to see a lawyer. This was
baffling to me. In the United States, the laws give someone accused of a
crime the right to see a lawyer immediately. But what good does it do to
condemn Japan for not following the laws of the United States?
Similarly, how can we judge people of the past on the basis of the more
enlightened mores of our society? Society has changed a great deal since
the people mentioned above were around, and people absorb the understood
‘truths’ of their society as we absorb whatever is in the air around us. To
me, the key point is whether a person was about as racist, anti-Semitic,
misogynist, etc., as their society, or whether he or she was more, or less.
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continued on p. 3

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

14th of Cheshvan 5781
9:30–11:00 am Simcha
Learning Center Inperson classes
9:30–10:45 am Zoom
classes

15th of Cheshvan 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner (via Zoom)

16th of Cheshvan 5781
Election Day
No Simcha Learning
Center class

1

2

3

22nd of Cheshvan 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner (via Zoom)

23rd of Cheshvan 5781
4:00–5:30 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

8

9

10

28th of Cheshvan 5781
9:30–11:00 am Simcha
Learning Center Inperson classes
9:30–10:45 am Zoom
classes

29th of Cheshvan 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner (via Zoom)

1st of Kislev 5781
4:00–5:30 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom))

15

16

17

6th of Kislev 5781
9:30–11:00 am Simcha
Learning Center Inperson classes
9:30–10:45 am Zoom
classes
22
13th of Kislev 5781
No Simcha Learning
Center classes

7th of Kislev 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner (via Zoom)

23
14th of Kislev 5781
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner (via Zoom)

29

30

8th of Kislev 5781
4:00–5:30 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

24

17th of Cheshvan 5781

18th of Cheshvan 5781
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner (via
Zoom)

4
24th of Cheshvan 5781
Veterans Day
Building Closed
7:30 pm WRJ Book
Club (via Zoom)

18
9th of Kislev 5781

25

Saturday

19th of Cheshvan 5781
6:15 pm SLC Family
Shabbat Service
(at plaza, weather
permitting, and via
Zoom)
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)

5
25th of Cheshvan 5781
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner (via
Zoom)
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting (via
Zoom)

20th of Cheshvan 5781
Parashat Vayera
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service via
Zoom

6

7

26th of Cheshvan 5781
4:30 pm Tot Shabbat
(at plaza, weather
permitting, and via
Zoom)
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)

27th of Cheshvan 5781
Parashat Chayei Sara
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service via
Zoom

3rd of Kislev 5781
4:00 pm Jewish Ethics
with Rabbi Gardner (via
Zoom)
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting (via
Zoom)

4th of Kislev 5781
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)

5th of Kislev 5781
Parashat Toldot
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)
1:00 pm Chavurah on
Zoom following services
21

10th of Kislev 5781
Thanksgiving
Building Closed

11th of Kislev 5781
4:30 pm Tot Shabbat
via Zoom
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service (via
Zoom)

11
2nd of Kislev 5781

Friday

12

19

26

13

20

27

14

12th of Kislev 5781
Parashat Vayetzei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)
28

November

21st of Cheshvan 5781
9:30–11:00 am Simcha
Learning Center Inperson classes
9:30–10:45 am Zoom
classes

Thursday

For example, I know that there were those in George Washington’s
time who felt more strongly the evil of slavery than he did, and freed
their slaves immediately, rather than freeing them in their will, as
Washington did. The evils of slavery were known in Washington’s
day. That cannot be denied. By freeing those of his slaves that he
could in his will, Washington showed himself to be slightly less
racist and cruel than average. He was not a moral giant in this area,
but he certainly was no monster. I feel free to honor him for his
greatness in other areas, for his struggle for independence and his
establishment of the norms of the American presidency, because I
judge his racism through the lens of his time.
By this standard, it is correct to condemn Jefferson Davis and
Robert E. Lee, who were more racist than others of their time, and
who did as much as they were able to perpetuate slavery in this
country. I also condemn Wagner for his anti-Semitism, which was
much greater than the average of those in his society. Many people
in his day thought little of Jews, but few felt it necessary to write

about the terrible scourge of Jews, the inferiority of Jews, and the
danger of letting Jews into society, as Wagner did. I reject Wagner,
because he was unnecessarily anti-Semitic.
On the other hand, it is not at all clear to me that William
Shakespeare was any more anti-Semitic than others in his world.
His understanding of Jews arose from his ignorance, since
there were no Jews officially living in England in his time. And
Shakespeare being Shakespeare, he could not help giving a deep
humanity even to the Jews in his plays.
Anti-Semitism, like racism, must always be taken seriously. Words
have weight, and lives are affected. I wish there had been no antiSemitism in the past, but that wish is meaningless. I will work to fight
any anti-Semitism in the present. I will condemn anti-Semitism in the
past only if it was what I would call “unnecessary” anti-Semitism that
did not just arise out of the society in which the anti-Semite lived, but
which came from the hateful heart of the anti-Semite.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column

Shalom Chaveirim,
I am writing this article before Election Day. And with that in mind,
I realize it is impossible for me to address the current state of our
nation, which is a major concern
to all of us. Yet, what I can share
and focus on is that throughout
this frightening pandemic, and
with all the anxiety that comes
with reading the news, what
has been a constant source of
genuine comfort and joy for
me has been my work with our
young members, the children of
Riverdale Temple (photos by
Rob Katz).
I am proud of our work at the
Simcha Learning Center, under
the direction of our education
and engagement specialist,
Judy Weinberg (see p. 4). We have built a magnificent community
of young worshipers, taught them our prayer service, and given
them a sense of love for our Jewish tradition, all through fun and

engaging work. What a joy
it is to pray with the children
on Zoom and hear and see
them participating with me
enthusiastically, as we pray
together.
Another fun-filled event
was our outdoor Tot Shabbat
on October 23. It was the
first in-person Tot Shabbat
we hosted in eight months and was full of joy and excitement. The
set-up we came up with, together with our devoted building and
grounds committee, was outside in the parking lot. We all respected
social distancing and wore our masks. It is incredible that, time and
again, I am blessed to be filled with love, hope, and holiness that are
present when we come together with our young community.
I look forward to more outdoor services for our young families.
Our first Simcha Learning Center Family Shabbat Service will be on
Friday, November 6, at 6:15 p.m., and our next Tot Shabbat service
on Friday, November 13, at 4:30 p.m. Please sign up and join us!
Wishing you all continued good health.
L’hitraot and L’shalom,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column

Starting on October 29, our rabbi began giving an Adult Education
course on “Jewish Ethics.” Although I enjoy all of Rabbi Gardner’s
teachings, I was especially eager to attend this class.
Those of you who know me are aware that I am an inveterate
course-taker. I am never not signed up for some class, somewhere.
Right now, I have been participating in a class called “Battle of the
Gods,” which is examining the myths of the god Baal vs. the God of
Israel. I was drawn to this partly because prohibitions against worship
of Baal are a constant in the Torah, indicating that Baal was a seductive
god for the Israelites, and partly because I wanted to understand more
about the cultures that influenced our nascent religion.
While we all recognize the game-changing idea of monotheism
that the Israelites introduced, what I think is even more amazing
is the introduction of the concept of ethics that is central to our
religion. What is particularly striking about Jewish ethical

concerns is the belief that God is not only the source of our ethical
obligations, but is also the paradigm of it. To read the stories of
Baal, El, and the large number of other gods and goddesses of the
Ancient Near East, is to be impressed by their amorality, if not
their vicious, wanton, gratuitous destructiveness. They may have
been gods, but they were not models to be emulated.
In light of this cultural background, the idea that “you shall be
holy, because I am holy” is all the more impressive. This idea that
imitation of the Divine should be the basis of our behavior places
the ethical core of Judaism before Revelation and the giving of the
Torah. Indeed, Halakhah, the system of Jewish laws, is merely the
codification of the laws of a just and merciful God.
The sovereignty of God has never been limited to organized
worship and ritual. The prophets relentlessly preached that
holiness must embrace every aspect of human existence. The
Reform movement, in particular, has focused on ethics and ethical
3 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

behavior outside the synagogue. These ethical imperatives apply
not only to human relationships but also to our treatment of
animals and the environment. Ethics do not exist in a lock box.
They apply to every aspect of our existence. There are no areas in
which God cannot be met.
Having written all this, I am left with trying to make sense of
our very poor ability to approach holiness and engage in ethical
behavior. I read about the actions of some people who work against
truth and loving all of humanity and I am perplexed. Destruction

is so easy. Truly, we are imperfect creatures, capable of all of the
terrible acts that Baal and company perpetrated. Yet, we are also
capable of occasional acts of great caring, compassion, and holiness.
Perhaps this is the part of us that was made in the image of God.
Holiness, or the attempts to approach it, cannot be enacted in a
vacuum. While each of us can act ethically on our own, we require
a holy community to encourage and support those acts. Riverdale
Temple fulfills this role for me, and I hope for you, too.
—Dr. Ronna Weber, President

High Holy Day and Recent Services Well Received!

The Pulpit & Ritual Committee convened its annual Open Congregational Meeting on October 24 in order to hear your reactions,
opinions, and recommendations regarding our recent Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Shabbat, and Festival services. As of course you
all know, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Riverdale Temple has provided all services virtually on Zoom, and some services
included in-person attendance, as well. I am happy to report that the overwhelming consensus of our congregants was that our services
were “truly wonderful.” Some comments included, “they went better than anyone expected”; “the simplicity of the High Holy Day
services actually heightened the spiritual experience”; “the rabbi’s sermons were so wonderful that they should be posted online”; and
“the cantor should be commended for all of the musical portions she had to learn in order to perform a cappella, and for her musical
arrangements that included guest singers.” No doubt there were some technical glitches here and there, but overall, our virtual services
have brought inspiration, spirituality, and a long-missed feeling of being together as one big Riverdale Temple family.
The Simchat Torah musical service that occurred in our parking lot (as well as on Zoom) on October 11 was loved by all! So many
people came outdoors to participate (all observing social distancing and wearing face coverings, of course). We were fortunate in
having good weather, and the joyousness of the cantor’s singing and band music, as well as the occasional dancing and parading
around as our Torah bearers held tight to the Scrolls, was infectious. And we mustn’t overlook the service itself, led by Rabbi Gardner
and Cantor Sharett-Singer, and the terrific Torah chanting by our own president, Ronna Weber, and past president Rachel Radna.

The meeting also covered congregants’ opinions and recommendations for future services. Chief among them was that some people felt
that Saturday Shabbat services should be shortened; others opined that the length was perfect for all the learning that is included. And
others expressed a desire to have more “social time” before or after the actual Zoom services, so as to enjoy more of the social aspect of
coming together. It was recommended that a “Zoom moderator” be in place so that the rabbi and cantor could pay full attention to the
service and not be concerned with managing the virtual experience. Finally, the limited access to having a meal in our beautiful Sukkah
was addressed, and it was agreed that better planning and scheduling for its availability was needed.
—Shelley Ast, Vice President and Chair, Pulpit & Ritual Committee

Simcha Learning Center
We were blessed with wonderful weather this past October. This
was especially a blessing, as this meant we were able to offer
our in-person sessions outside, allowing us the opportunity to
enjoy classes and nature. This year, two thirds of our students
are attending in-person classes, while the remainder are studying
remotely (see Zoom photo, right). All of our students focus on the
fascinating stories and values we can learn from the Torah. When I
was with a 3rd–4th-grade class, I talked about starting the Torah all
over again after Simchat Torah. I asked the children if they thought
the Torah was bitter or sweet, assuming I knew their answer.
I was so pleased when a fourth grader answered, “sweet and
bitter,” because some of the stories are not happy ones, such as
Noah’s Ark, while others are happy, such as going from slavery
to freedom. I was so pleased with our children thinking out of the
box and fostering their own personal understanding of the Torah.

As we move into November, we
will meet indoors and remotely
and continue to explore all that
our Torah, traditions, and Jewish
values have to offer.
—Judy Weinberg, Education
and Engagement Specialist
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Bulletin Board
Temple activities will take place via Zoom or Facebook Live unless noted otherwise.
Please consult the temple website at https://riverdaletemple.org and the calendar on p. 2
and check e-blasts for updates.

Copy for the next issue of The Bulletin is due by
November 15. You can email it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Simcha Learning
Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
6
7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a
survivor, you can register to be included in the Benjamin
and Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
D.C. For more information and to download the Survivors’
Registry Form, go to ushmm.org/resourcecenter and click on
Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center to complete
the form.
Contact information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims
Resource Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–
2126; tel: 202-488-6112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resourcecenter@ushmm.org.

The temple needs a volunteer accountant!

If you are a qualified accountant, please contact Joanne Heyman,
treasurer of Riverdale Temple, at 718-548-3800.

Visit our website: https://riverdaletemple.org
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is
a space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To give a contribution to Riverdale Temple, send
your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug with our logo for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing
to: administrator@riverdaletemple.org or president@
riverdaletemple.org
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost
pilot program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our
food scraps. Please observe the different signs on the
garbage receptacles and put throwaways in the proper
container. We are pioneers in a wonderful program—
please join the effort in caring for our environment. Thank you!

Recapture the joy of reading
through the JBI Library
for visually impaired,
blind,
and
readingdisabled individuals, all
provided free of charge and delivered to your doorstep.
Call toll free at 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org

The Bulletin: Vol. 74, No. 3, November 2020. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471,
10 times a year, September through June. This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part
without Riverdale Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
It is hard to believe that another month has already passed. The
Nursery School is truly a magical place to be in. Every morning
the children come in smiling and ready for the day ahead. They
are busy learning and growing and have really gotten used to all
of the new routines.
As you walk around school, you feel like fall is in the air. Children
are using nature to create projects, class trees, and cute little leaf
creatures. Many teachers have brought in apples and pumpkins
to study, to paint with, and to bake some delicious treats. This
past month our Pre-K classes explored the five senses. They
have been going on listening walks, having taste and smell tests,
and creating touch collages with different materials.

Tours

Virtual tours have begun for the 2021–2022 school year. If you
have friends who are interested, please tell them to call the
school at 718-796-0335 or email nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com
to schedule a tour. We have already had many families apply
for next year. Spread the word, as we do tend to fill up quickly.
—Alexandra Abikzer, Director

We have started having enrichment classes with Ali. The Twos
had story time and learned the nursery rhyme “Humpty Dumpty.”
Then each child had to try and put Humpty back together again
using cut-up white paper and glue. By December, every child
will have their very own nursery rhyme book to bring home. The
Threes are doing an artist study this year. As they begin learning
about abstract art, they have studied the artists Henri Matisse
and Vasily Kandinsky. Each child has created their very own
masterpieces in these artists’ styles. The Fours are doing fairy tale
STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and math). After
reading the story The Three Billy Goats Gruff, the children were
challenged to work in small groups to build a bridge that could
hold three billy goats. They were given cups, popsicle sticks,
cardboard, tape, and scissors. Each group worked together very
nicely to create its own unique bridges.
Recently, the Twos and Threes began having tot shabbat with
Rabbi Gardner, and the children were so excited to sing with
the rabbi again. The Fours had virtual storytime with our local
librarian, who was able to zoom in and read stories to our
children on our new projectors. We will soon begin virtual yoga
for our Threes and Fours with our yoga teacher, Anthony Purdy.
We are looking forward to some extra movement.

Fundraisers

We have a few fundraisers that are going on and will continue
throughout the year. We are beginning our challah club again, so
our families can go home with a delicious challah every week. We
also have a virtual art gallery through a website called Artsonia,
where each child has their own art gallery. Now friends and family
can go online to view their child’s art, and purchase any piece on a
mug, a T-shirt, masks, and so much more. The best part is that 20
percent of each sale is donated to our school. We really hope we
can continue to fundraise so we can get a new playground.

Go to: https://urj.org for announcements, news and press releases, a calendar of
virtual programs and events, and general information.
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
Happy November!
As I start to write this column, my mind continues to wander.
What do I share with my Riverdale Temple family? Because of the
pandemic, we were unable to have our lunch in the Sukkah. We are
not having our Annual Artisan and Craft Fair. What Are We Doing?
The mission statement of the Women of Reform Judaism
says, “The WRJ strengthens the voice of women worldwide
and empowers them to create caring communities, nurture
congregations, cultivate personal and spiritual growth, and
advocate for and promote progressive Jewish values.” How
can we do that if we can’t come together? I say over and over
again, “We Need Your Help” or “Volunteer! What Do You Care
About??? Tell Us,” and “We Can Make It Happen.” Recently,
two of our members have taken steps, and they want to be heard.
A BIG thank-you to Ronni Stolzenberg. She has revived the
Book Club. Its first book was At the Narrow Waist of the World
by Marlena Baraf. The Book Club was very lucky that the author
joined them (special thanks to Nancy Torres). The club will meet
again on Wednesday, November 11 (see below).

My second thank-you is for Helen Krim. Helen continues to
bring her passion to Riverdale Temple and to our community.
Whether it is educating us on the New York Health Act or rallying
members of WRJ to participate in various rallies, we can count
on Helen. Currently, she has been involved with “NYC Protect
the Results.” It is a coalition of more than 100 organizations that
are committed to protecting the results of the November 3rd
election. If you are interested in knowing more, please reach out
to Helen. She can be reached at helen.krim@gmail.com.
This is what I am sharing. I want us to worship together in
the sanctuary, I want the congregation to light our menorahs
together, I want to participate in the Women’s Seder. How do we
make this happen? Now more than ever, our voices have to be
heard. Tuesday, November 3rd, is Election Day. I imagine you
have heard (countless times) how important it is to vote. You’re
hearing it one more time—VOTE! If anyone cannot get to the
polls, please let me know. I will pick you up, drive you to your
polling place, and bring you home. Please VOTE!
—Joanne Heyman, President

Dear Friends,
Our next meeting of the RT Book Club will be on November 11 at 7:30 p.m., via Zoom. If some temple business
comes up that will mean moving the date or time, I will definitely let you know. A Zoom link will be sent out before
the meeting.
Going forward, we will take a few minutes out at the end of each meeting for the democratic process of making the
next one or several book selection(s). For November’s meeting, I took the liberty of making the choice because we
had a guest author present in October.
The book selected is The World That We Knew by Alice Hoffman. I chose it because we have read her work before
(The Dovekeepers and The Marriage of Opposites), and the group seems to like her work. She is extremely prolific,
so I find her books hit and miss, but this one looks promising:
On the brink of World War II, with the Nazis tightening their grip on Berlin, a mother’s act of courage and love offers her
daughter a chance of survival.
“[A] hymn to the power of resistance, perseverance, and enduring love in dark times…gravely beautiful…Hoffman the
storyteller continues to dazzle.” —The New York Times Book Review
Seems like there’s lots to discuss here, including Hoffman’s oft-used device of magical realism.
The book is available in hardcover, paperback, and e-book formats. Please come prepared to offer book selections when next we
meet. Any questions? Contact me at rstolzenberg@optimum.net. Stay well, stay safe, and VOTE.
—Ronni Stolzenberg

Men of Reform Judaism (Men’s Club)
Best wishes,

—Steven Rosenfeld, President

Make Riverdale Temple Your Choice on AmazonSmile!
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Social Action
Social Justice: If you are reading this on October 31 or November
1, you can still do early voting.

Thanksgiving and Gratitude: In this difficult year, there are
many things to be grateful for:

Vote on November 3—Election Day!

Family, friends, neighbors, teachers and educators, our health
providers, who may have helped a sick relative or neighbor,
the mail people, who kept our mail going, grocery and delivery
people, and transit workers. So many have showed human
kindness in small and large ways.

Helping Others: Please remember the victims of the fires in
California and Oregon. Last year, we collected pajamas for victims
in California. You can make a donation to The Pajama Program.
You can also Google and see lists of charities (check the Charity
Navigator) to see organizations dedicated to helping families,
firefighters, etc., in both California and Oregon. Our western
neighbors have lost everything.
You can also Google and see charities working with hurricane
victims in the Louisiana area. We are all one family. Please help
in whatever way you can, if possible.
KRMH Food & Hunger Project Grocery Gift Cards: We shall
be starting to work with religious and spiritual leaders and their
representatives through the Interfaith Clergy Council and the Y in
this area. For Riverdale Temple, we shall work again with President
Ronna Weber to identify the number of $50 grocery cards needed.
The target group is people who have lost jobs or have been
furloughed in 2020.
In addition, if you have a neighbor, friend, or family in the
10471, 10468, or 10463 zip codes who are having difficulty,
please contact Dr. Weber so we can get the cards to her and you.

We need to be grateful for something a lot of us didn’t know
about—Zoom We have been able to stay connected with our
spiritual family and leaders who have worked to reach out to us.
On one dark morning in late March, I walked down the steps of
my house, and there, sticking up in the soil, was a single light
blue flower.
I realized so much had been cancelled, but spring and nature
were on time. The birds and local wildlife have entertained us.
When the North Riverdale area had no power for six days, the
birds and squirrels came out to check the fallen limbs and to see
what was doing.
We are all connected to each other and other living things. Human
kindness and caring about the environment are our essentials.
Happy Thanksgiving!

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

With no stimulus and eviction concerns, many people are faced
with food insecurity. Please help us reach out to them.

Adult Education
Study with Rabbi Gardner

Lunch and Learn: The Book of Psalms, Mondays,
from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Jewish Ethics, Thursdays, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Study with Cantor Sharett-Singer

Any congregants who are interested in the cantor’s
Liturgical Hebrew and Torah trope class should email her at
cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org. The courses will
be given only upon request.

About Adult Learning

We are examining how Adult Learning may further support
the interests of our congregation. With this in mind, we will be
sending out a survey in the near future to learn what topics are of
particular interest to you, and also to see what times of day for
such events might best meet your schedules. Look for this survey
in the latter part of November.

YIVO Jewish Culture Series

I am happy to report that the first lecture with the YIVO of this
study year was reported by a number of the congregants who

attended to be enlightening and stimulating. Dr. Anita Norich
provided us with an outstanding portrayal of Isaac Bashevis
Singer, the only Jewish writer to win a Nobel Prize in Literature.
Sometime in the winter of 2021 (date and time to be determined)
we will be presenting Itzik Gottesman, who is on the faculty of
the Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies at the University of
Texas, Austin. He is a folklorist. Just think about this. He will
help us learn more about the superstitions of the Jews from
Eastern Europe. You might say, why should I be interested in
this? Just think about it. Do you know why Jews break a glass
during weddings? Or when you compliment someone you go
pooh, pooh, pooh? What’s this about the Evil Eye and how must
we defend ourselves? Those old sayings have some fascinating
stories about how they evolved and survived even here, in
modern America. Stay tuned!!
—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on November 21 at 1:00 p.m. to read
and discuss the Torah portion Toldot. And what a reading it is,
full of deceit, greed, and manipulation. Rebecca and Isaac have
twins, Jacob, whom Rebecca favors, and Esau, whom Isaac
favors. After returning from hunting one day, Esau asks Jacob
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for some lentil stew, but Jacob says Esau can only have it in
exchange for his birthright. Years later, when Isaac is old and
blind, Jacob tricks his father into giving him the blessing of the
firstborn. Then, fearing Esau’s anger, Jacob flees and finds a
wife at his uncle Laban’s house. All are welcome to join in the

discussion. Just use the link that will be found in that week’s
eblast.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp
Scholarship Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund,
General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund,
Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Shelley Ast

Rabbi Gardner, for the meaningful
High Holy Days, festival, and Shabbat
Services during the COVID-19
pandemic

Michael Gefter

Marilyn Gefter

Maxine Goldberg

Jack Blumenthal

Cantor Sharett Singer, for the beautiful
High Holy Days, festival, and Shabbat
Services during the COVID-19
pandemic
Barbara Ferber

Rabbi Gardner, for the aliyah of
carrying the Torah

Barbara and Stanley
Ferber

Riverdale Temple, in appreciation of
the High Holy Days Services

Ruth Loebmann

Rachel Radna, in appreciation

Evan Mellos and Yarel Riverdale Temple, for the Sukkah
Montalvo
Frederick Schweitzer

Riverdale Temple, in honor of
exemplary leadership

Katherine Shmikler

Riverdale Temple, for a High Holy
Days thank-you

Donor

In Memory

Shirley Auerbach

Esther Schlesinger

Dorothy Baer

Pauline Baer

Naomi Bernstein

Lottie Mittleman

Irene Brenner

Mildred Zuckerman

Barbara Cohen

Pearl and Milton Babe Liman

Dorothy Feldman

Samuel Feldman

Karen Franklin

Kaethe Spiegel

Michael Friedman and Rose Bloch
Jeannine Fetsco

Dan and Maryann
Goldstein

Fanny Cohen and Leopold Goldstein

Steven and Shelley
Goldstein

Irwin Goldstein

L. Michael and
Margaret R. Griffel

Klara Griffel, beloved
mother and mother-in-law

Dorothy Kay

Edward Greene

Linda Kleinman

Gertrude R. Kleinman

Ruth Loebmann

Michael Abrahamson

Harriet Martin

Harry L. Samalin

Jonathan and Kathleen Annette Parker
Parker
Wendy Parker

Annette Parker and William Parker

Emil and Marilyn
Propper

Bessie Cohen

Margery and Steven
Riker

Robert Baker

Paul Rosenberg

Leonard Rosenberg

Barbara Silber

Solomon Weinstock

Geoffrey and Kedra
Singer

Rosalie Small

Renee Spath

Margaret Spath, beloved mother-in-		
law

Sherrill Spatz and
Rob Katz

Edward Greene

Judith Zucker

Edward Greene
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Condolences
To

On the Loss of

Joseph Greene, Joanne Heyman, and Sydney and Morgan
Greene; Daniel Greene (Melissa Rapoport), and Isaak and
Eliott Greene

Edward L. Greene, father, father-in-law,
and grandfather; husband of Ellie Greene (z’l)

Ellen and Jerry Rosenberg

Bob Hepner, son-in-law

Hemingway family

Earn (Sam) J. Hemingway

Yaffa Sharett Roger and family

Charlotte Roger

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: November Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6

Celia Altman
Leo Evans
Elaine Katz
Helen Fein
Robert Fein
Sam Moskowitz
Joseph Rappaport
Minnie Soicher
Dorothy Wolf
Irving Friedman
Phil Katz
Robert Mozlin
Paul Sertner
Sondra “Sunny” Spector
Solomon Weinstock
Gita Chakrabarti
Linda Sue Gray
Arthur I. Pobliner
Kaethe Spiegel
Steven Joseph Spitz
Judge Edward L. Block
Harry Feinberg
Jerry Feinberg
Marilyn Gefter
Theodore Gruen
David Hoffman
Leonid Krasnopolsky
Edward Fogel
Terry Stafford
Yetta Young

7
7
7
7
7
8
8
9
9
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
15

Celia Bloustein
Rebecca Harris Feingold
Joseph Saraga
Ralph Weiskopf
Samuel Wilensky
Abraham Gordon
Mildred Zuckerman
Randall Leland Kirp
Bereano
Dr. Bernard Looks
Michael Braunstein
Jack Penn
Milton Platt
Moe Silvers
Heda Cohen Chazen
Eva Semmel
Yacob Zayde
Ada Herman
Marion Molsky
Morris Naftal
Mark Thomas
Lawrence Tick
Martin Paul Brier
Esther Schlesinger
Leba Burstin
Seymour Felder
Barbara Glickenstein
Diane Malafronte
Max Warshaw
Margot Baldinger

15
15
15
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
22
22
22

Saul Jaffe
Margaret Spath
Minnie Ulanoff
Grace Feinberg
Stanley Silber
Turner Joseph Soloway
Vide Wiggs
Abraham Borut
Nathan Katz
Lillian Kalish Spachner
David Turiel
Louis Egel
Bertha Friedlich Rothstein
Harry L. Salb
Charles Gold
David Hartman
Sol Liebowitz
William Parker
Emma Weiner
Dinah Avrach
Arthur Hatz
Yaahov Hirsch
Leopold Holzman
Ida Kurtin
Louis Maier
Fay Schweitzer
Maurice Bender
Rebecca Mandel
Ida Pearlman
William Schweitzer
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22
23
23
23
23
23
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
30
30
30

Avis Shulman
Cilli Majerczyk
Adele E. Miller
Herman I. Rothman
Freda Warshaw
Jack Weintraub
Milton B. Liman
Irving Schneider
Fannie Bialek
William Mallin
Max Oppenheimer
Dorothy Storm Konel
Jack Blumenthal
Harry Burgeman
Jerry Daniels
Channah Brenner
Sidney Maskit
Harold Schwartz
Bertha Arrow
Frieda Sugarman
Sydney Gevertz
Debabrata Mukherjee
Eva Murstein

Simchat Torah Service —Photos by Rob Katz
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