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The Rabbi’s Column
Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)

Fridays

Sept. 4		7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Sept. 11		7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

Sept. 18		8:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Sept. 25 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Sept. 5

Saturdays

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Sept. 12 10:30 a.m. Morning Service
8:00 p.m. Selichot Service

Sept. 19 10:00 a.m. Rosh Hashanah Day 1
Service

Sept. 26 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Shuvah Service

All services and events at Riverdale Temple,
including Adult Education, are being offered
remotely via Zoom or Facebook Live.

Please consult the e-blasts for the latest
information on Zoom and Facebook Live links.
To subscribe to our e-blasts, please email
administrator@riverdaletemple.org.

High Holy Days Services

(see the monthly calendar on p. 2 and
p. 11 for details).

We are still here! In March, we hoped that we would be home for a week
or two. The pandemic stretched into April and May, and then summer set
in. Schools closed, some people went on vacation, and, as usual, we said
we would see each other in the autumn. Autumn is almost here, the High
Holidays are around the corner, but we are still here.
Here at home, here wearing masks, here afraid to go out. We are still
calling friends and asking, tentatively, if they are all right. We are still
worried about the future, worried about our country, worried about getting
sick. And we have every right to be worried.
We still don’t know enough about COVID-19. We still don’t have a
vaccine or a cure. We still don’t know why some people get very sick and
others are asymptomatic. In short, we are more or less where we were
before the summer.
By now, you have heard that the High Holidays will be virtual
this year. This is hard for those of us who were looking forward to the
spiritual catharsis we get from these holy days. I am sure that many of our
congregants were shaken by the news. No holidays in the sanctuary! No
beautiful choir! No touching the sacred Torah of our people! This disease
has unsettled our hearts, and the very thing that would have made us feel
better is also forbidden. So, what do we do?
The most important thing we can do is put this in perspective. The
Jewish people have lived through greater disasters than this, even in living
memory. The exile to Babylon, the destruction of the Second Temple, the
expulsion from Spain, and, of course, the Holocaust. We have experienced
centuries, even millennia, of oppression. But we are nothing if not resilient.
No matter how bad things get, we find a way to get through it. And then
we rebuild.
Despite persecution, famine, plague, and war, despite being thrown out
of country after country, Jews have always risen to lead again. To create
markets, to create schools, to write breathtaking works of scholarship.
We rose in the last century from the ashes of genocide to challenge antiSemitism worldwide, to revitalize our religion amongst growing worldwide
atheism, and to reestablish our Jewish homeland, a land that flows with
milk and honey. We were able to do it because we persevere in the face of
opposition. We were able to do it because we put one foot in front of the
other, no matter how difficult the path may seem.
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continued on p. 3

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

12th of Elul 5780
7:00 pm WRJ meeting
(via Zoom)

Thursday

13th of Elul 5780

1
17th of Elul 5780
Building closed

19th of Elul 5780

18th of Elul 5780
Labor Day
Building closed

25th of Elul 5780

2nd of Tishrei 5781
Rosh Hashana II
10:00 am Rosh
Hashanah Day 2
Services (open to public
via Zoom)
1:30 pm Family Service
(open to public, via
Zoom)
20

3rd of Tishrei 5781

9th of Tishrei 5781
Erev Yom Kippur
8:00 pm Kol Nidre
Service via Zoom

10th of Tishrei 5781
Yom Kippur
10:00 am Yom
Kippur Morning
Service via Zoom
1:30 pm Family Service
(open to public, via
Zoom)
5:00 pm Afternoon
Service (open to
public, via Zoom) 28

27

8

15
4th of Tishrei 5781
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

21

2
20th of Elul 5780

26th of Elul 5780
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom))

14

14th of Elul 5780

22
11th of Tishrei 5781
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center (via
Zoom)

29

15th of Elul 5780
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service
4

16th of Elul 5780
Parashat Ki Tavo
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)
5

10

11

23rd of Elul 5780
Leil Selichot
Parashat NitzavimVayeilech
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service (via
Zoom)
8:00 pm Selichot
Service (via Zoom) 12
1st of Tishrei 5781
Rosh Hashanah I
10:00 am Rosh
Hashanah Day 1 Service
(via Zoom)

17

29th of Elul 5780
Erev Rosh Hashanah
8:00 pm Shabbat
Evening and Rosh
Hashanah Service (via
Zoom)
18
7th of Tishrei 5781
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

8th of Tishrei 5781
Shabbat Shuva
Parashat Ha’Azinu
10:30 am Shabbat
Shuvah Service (via
Zoom)

3
21st of Elul 5780
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting (via
Zoom)

9
27th of Elul 5780

28th of Elul 5780
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees meeting (via
Zoom)

16
5th of Tishrei 5781

23

Saturday

6th of Tishrei 5781

24

12th of Tishrei 5781

30

*Adult Education courses will resume in October.

22nd of Elul 5780
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

25

19

26

*September

7

6
24th of Elul 5780
9:15–10:30 am•
or
10:30–11:45 am•
Simcha Learning Center
(•in person at RT or via
Zoom)
13

Friday

There is not even a shadow of a doubt as to whether we will pull
through this crisis. We will have our High Holidays, even if they
are only on a screen. We will still pray with all our might. We will
hear the sound of the shofar. We will confess our sins as a group,
we will hear the haunting melody of Kol Nidre. It will not be the
same as in previous years, but we will still be moved. We will still
renew our connection to Gd. We will still have our sins forgiven.

And if, Gd willing, a vaccine or a cure is found, we will rebuild.
We always do. The proof of this is that, despite all of our struggles
over thousands of years, we are still here.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
Shalom Chaveirim,
We have entered the Jewish month of Elul, a month that is full
of a deep process of thinking and contemplating and reexamining
our lives. This process is called Cheshbon HaNefesh, which means
taking stock of the meaning of our life.
We have stayed home since March because of the Covid-19
pandemic, and look at what it has done to our lives. Our future is
uncertain. We all have been doing Cheshbon HaNefesh. We are all
reexamining our lives. And so, we ask, what is the answer? What
is the meaning of our life? Pirkei Avot, the Jewish book of the
Chapters of the Fathers, gives us an answer. It tells us that life is
what we make of it. It teaches us that when a person dies, having
wealth and worldly goods and achievements does not matter, but
only Torah and Good Deeds matter (Pirkei Avot 6:9). Friendship,
kindness, keeping values, remaking our priorities are what matters.
During the upcoming High Holy Days, and specifically at Yom
Kippur, we will be reciting the Vidui—a confession for our sins.
We will ask forgiveness for causing harm with our words, with
hardening our hearts, through evil speech, being disrespectful to
our parents and teachers. Through insincere apologies, mistreating
a friend or a neighbor. Through dishonesty in business and by
using violence and abuse. Through losing self-control and being
arrogant. These are just a few of the sins that we confess publicly.
And so our tradition teaches us what is right. It teaches us that
kindness and goodness are the most important priorities. Being
ethical and just is what matters.
Our world is broken. The future is uncertain. But our tradition
shines on through our daily actions and interactions, as, in Psalm
139, “Even the darkness is not dark for you, but the night shines
like the day; darkness is as light with you.” Let us hold it close to
our hearts in this dark and difficult time.

I hope you all will find comfort in our High Holy Days services.
These High Holy Days, sadly, and because of the pandemic, we
will begin not have our wonderful musicians with us. There will
be no organ, no choir, and no violin. But “the still small voice will
be heard” (Kings 1 19:12), as Rabbi Gardner and I are ready to be
there for you, together. I will be there for you with an open heart
and offer my sincere prayers through songs, as I know that Rabbi
Gardner will there for you through his insightful and comforting
words.
We are here, all of us together. With open hearts and open minds,
safely at home.
L’Shanah Tovah Tikateivu—May you be inscribed for a good
year.
Amen.
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer
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The President’s Column
I have assumed the presidency of Riverdale Temple at a difficult
time for our temple and, indeed, for our country as a whole.
But, throughout our history, the Jewish people have had to face
challenges, many greater than COVID-19, and we have always
done so with creativity and optimism.
From Shabbat services to healing services and bar and bat
mitzvah celebrations, from committee meetings to adult education
classes, we have found a way to meet and keep our connection
with each other in virtual spaces. And so, although we will not be
able to be together in our sanctuary for this year’s High Holy Days
and festivals, we can still sing, pray, and experience the solemnity
of our Days of Awe and the joyfulness of Sukkot and Simchas
Torah on Zoom.
Our rabbi and cantor are dedicated to bringing the drama and
the majesty of this season into our homes. They have spent the
summer adjusting our liturgy to our changed circumstances, and I
look forward to this new chance to pray together. Throughout the
summer they have continued to bring us Shabbat services that have
filled our hearts with inspiration and helped us to feel connected
to our community. The cantor’s healing services were a special
experience for all who attended.
Riverdale Temple has many moving parts and, although I have
been a temple member since 1991 and have served on the Board of
Trustees and the Executive Committee for years, there were many
aspects of our organization with which I had little familiarity. This
is changing. I have started to attend the meetings of the Building
and Grounds Committee, which consists of David Greenfield and

Cristin Messinger; Eurides Osorio, our building Superintendent;
our clergy; and others. The amount of work that David and Cristin
have put into readying our building for the opening of the nursery
school and bringing our building into compliance with city, state,
and federal guidelines, has been heroic. We are beyond fortunate to
have temple members who work so hard for the good of all of us,
and I cannot thank them enough.
I also hope that, in the coming months, you have the chance to
meet Alexandra (Ali) Abikzer, our new nursery school director. I
had never been involved with our nursery school, so I had a lot to
learn. The Schools Committee and Ali have put in uncounted hours
to be ready to open the nursery school in September. Reaching out
to parents and allaying their anxieties have been a constant focus.
The Schools Committee met multiple times over this summer to
staff the school and find a replacement for Linda Herman. They
made an excellent choice in Ali.
I would also like to thank those who have made my transition
easier. Our administrator, Linda Eisenkraft, is not only efficient
and knowledgeable—she is a lovely person as well, always
ready to help and offer support. Last, but definitely not least, my
predecessors, Rachel Radna and Michael Griffel, have set a very
high bar for this office. They have been unstinting in their guidance
and encouragement. I will continue to turn to them for help.
I wish you all a Shanah Tovah and a 5781 filled with health,
peace, and the closeness of those you love.
—Dr. Ronna Weber, President

Simcha Learning Center
I love the question: is the glass
half full or half empty? Often,
people say that it depends on
one’s personality, state of mind,
or the specific moment one can
see the glass either half full or half
empty. Many might say that this
September, as the school year
starts, the glass is half empty.
However, starting the Simcha
Learning Center this year, I see the glass half full. We have a
wonderful enrollment of students.

knowledge to the classroom. We have been developing creative
ways of learning in our new environment and look forward to
many opportunities to learn and celebrate as a community. We
are NY strong. We are Riverdale Temple strong. We are the
Simcha Learning Center strong.
I wish you a year of many glasses half full. Shanah Tovah.
A good, sweet new year.

—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist

We will be offering a hybrid of learning in which some families
have chosen to participate virtually only. Others will come in
on Sunday mornings for small pods of learning outdoors when
possible, and our Tuesday classes will take place virtually, while
nurturing individualized learning opportunities.
We have a wonderful and dedicated staff of teachers, most of
whom were with us last year. They bring love, creativity, and
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Bulletin Board
Temple activities will take place via Zoom or Facebook Live.
Please consult the temple website https://riverdaletemple.org and the calendar on p. 2
and check e-blasts for updates.

Congratulations

Deanna Sherman and Rebecca and William
Sherman on Deanna’s Bat Mitzvah celebration

Copy for the next issue of The Bulletin is due by
September 15. You can email it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Simcha Learning
Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
6
7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a
survivor, you can register to be included in the Benjamin
and Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
D.C. For more information and to download the Survivors’
Registry Form, go to ushmm.org/resourcecenter and click on
Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource Center to complete
the form. Contact information: Holocaust Survivors and
Victims Resource Center, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC
20024–2126; tel: 202-488-6112; fax: 202-314-7820; email:
resource-center@ushmm.org.

The temple needs a volunteer accountant!

If you are a qualified accountant, please contact Joanne Heyman,
temporary treasurer of Riverdale Temple, at 718-548-3800.

Visit our website: https://riverdaletemple.org
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is
a space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To give a contribution to Riverdale Temple, send
your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug with our logo for just $10.
Riverdale Temple House Committee
Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing
to: administrator@riverdaletemple.org or president@
riverdaletemple.org
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost
pilot program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our
food scraps. Please observe the different signs on the
garbage receptacles and put throwaways in the proper
container. We are pioneers in a wonderful program—
please join the effort in caring for our environment.
Thank you!

Recapture the joy of reading through the JBI Library for
visually impaired, blind, and reading-disabled individuals,
all provided free of charge and delivered to your doorstep.
Call toll free at 1-800-4331531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org

The Bulletin: Vol. 74, No. 1, September 2020. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471,
10 times a year, September through June. This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part
without Riverdale Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
This summer has been a time of growth
and new beginnings. We have gone through
several transitions: this summer, our director,
Linda Herman, retired after serving in the
position for the past five years. Linda was
an amazing director and fantastic mentor,
and I am excited to step into this role as the new director of the
Nursery School. I have worked at the Nursery School for the
past six years as the
lead teacher in the 	
  
3s and UPK. I have
a master’s in early
childhood education
and
have
been
teaching for more than
10 years in Riverdale.
Before coming to the
Nursery School, I had
my own business, Ali’s
Art in the Park, where I taught children ages 18 months to 7
years art in Seton Park. I am looking forward to a different, but
wonderful, year.
This year we did not have summer
camp, but our teachers got very creative
and were able to spend time with their
students, whom they missed so much.
One of our 2s teachers, Sindy Cutler,
invited families to her front lawn in
Westchester to have a social distancing
play date. They sang songs, had snacks,
and did some arts and crafts. One of our
3s teachers, Robin Meyiri, held a social
distancing story time in Seton Park.
The families really enjoyed getting to see their teachers over the
summer.
	
  

working very hard to ensure that
	
  
we have a safe and healthy year.
I’d like to welcome a few of our
new teachers who will join our
team this year: Maria Cosentino
will be one of our lead UPK
teachers, Melinda Berman and
Leslie Boaz are assistants in the
2s program, Limor Martinez is an
assistant in one of our 3s classes, and Vanessa Montibello is an
assistant in one of our UPK classes.
We will also be having many of our events online. Our teachers
will have parent orientation via Zoom on September 8. We will
have town halls, speakers, and, hopefully, some fun fundraisers
for parents. It is important that we continue to build a sense of
community with our Nursery School families, and we plan to
make the most of a crazy situation.
We will begin the school year on September 8, with a meet-andgreet for families to meet their teachers outside at different times
throughout the day. We hope that this will ease the transition
process for the children and parents. This year may look different
from other years, but we will still have a fun year filled with
learning and play. We will just do it while wearing a mask :).
If you have any questions or ideas for the school, please know
that my door is always open.
—Alexandra Abikzer, Director

We are happy to announce that we will be reopening the Nursery
School for in-person learning five days a week. We have all been

Make Riverdale Temple Your Choice on AmazonSmile!

Go to: https://urj.org for announcements, news and press releases, a calendar
of virtual programs and events, and general information.
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
Friends!
The New Year! 5781! Everyone shares in the sentiment that 5780
was a difficult year. I believe everyone will bring more wisdom,
compassion, and strength to this New Year. History has shown
us that when we have our “backs to the wall,” our fire and our
passion burn bright. Last March, when we were forced to cancel
our Women’s Seder, no one could fathom what the next few
months were going to be like. It would have been very easy to
“throw up our hands” and explain, “We’re done,” but; that isn’t
us. 5781 will be a challenge, but we will rise to the occasion.
Prioritizing is difficult. It is our hope that throughout the High
Holidays, with your reflections, you may find the inner strength
and the courage to make 5781 a memorable year.
WRJ has also had to prioritize our events accordingly. We are
moving forward with the Honey Project, but we have had to
postpone our Annual Fair Trade and Artisan Craft Fair. We are
hoping that we can move it to the spring. We are also hoping

to revitalize our Book Club through Zoom. Now is the time to
be creative and let your voices be heard. There is still a lot to
do. Suggestions range from helping Helen Krim with signing
up voters for the upcoming election and/or explaining what
universal healthcare really means and why it is important,
to asking Frances Segan about KRMH. There are also many
committees at the temple that need support. Reach out! I also
strongly urge you to check out the WRJ website (www.wrj.org)
for opportunities.
Our first meeting for this year (via Zoom) will be on Tuesday,
September 1, at 7:00 p.m. If you are unable to get to a computer,
please participate on your phone. The link will have been
forwarded at the end of August.
L’shanah Tovah Tikatevu,

—Joanne Heyman, President

To the Many Who Gave: Thank You for Your Generosity
On behalf of Riverdale Temple, the Fundraising Committee thanks you for your generous donation and greatly
appreciates your contribution to the Summer 2020 Fundraising event. Because of people like you who care
about Riverdale Temple, we hope to fund the cost of the necessary equipment to Live Stream not only our
regular Shabbat services, but our upcoming High Holy Days services as well. Live Streaming will bring our
services into the homes of people who are unable to come to our Sanctuary to worship, thus broadening our
commitment of “Open Hearts, Open Minds.” Similarly, your donation and that of others will help Riverdale
Temple reduce its deficit, enhance security, and continue to be a vibrant setting for worship and learning in our
community.
We thank you and gratefully acknowledge your generosity.
Sincerely,

The Fundraising Committee

Men of Reform Judaism (Men’s Club)
Best wishes for the New Year!
—Steven Rosenfeld, President
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Social Action
Wishing everyone a safe, healthy, and peaceful 5781! Hoping
that, during this new year, a vaccine may be available against the
coronavirus and that we will again be able to function within a
new normal.
KRMH Food & Hunger Project, Inc.: We have received a special
family foundation grant to help with hunger needs during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Beginning in August and lasting until
early September, we are trying to work with religious leaders
of the Interfaith Clergy Conference to offer grocery gift cards to
people who had been working, lost their jobs, or were furloughed
in 2020. There are many programs for seniors and those with
permanent needs. We are asking each congregation to give us a
basic number of cards that they would like. We shall repeat this
offer again in later October–early November, since more people
who are furloughed may by then lose jobs, and it is the time
when people think of Thanksgiving. Please assist in these efforts,
if you can.

We are not presently collecting groceries for the KRMH Food
Pantry at the Church of the Mediator. Rev. Este Gardner decided
to have only “essential church personnel” be on site. She has
opted for an Alternative Pantry of donated meals and produce.
We hope we can return sometime in 2021. The KRMH Food
Pantry provides shelf-stable groceries, from which people can
make their own meals.
If people want to donate groceries, we would recommend
donating to POTS.
Many of us have family or friends affected by the pandemic. In
my own family, one of my adult children is going through the
stress of reduced employment, furloughs, and unemployment.
We also have lost dear family, friends, and neighbors to the virus.
May 5781 be a better year!

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Adult Education
It is wonderful to welcome you to Adult Education in this 2020–
2021 learning year.
The challenges of COVID-19 have placed some constraints on
the programming we can conduct. However, this reality also
provides us with the ability to offer you options for learning that
we have found can enable us to learn together in new
and effective ways.
Study with Rabbi Gardner and with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
The October issue of the bulletin will present their
study schedules. These classes will formally begin
after the High Holidays.
YIVO Jewish Culture Series
As an outreach partner for the YIVO Institute for Jewish
Research for the last ten years, we have shared with you the
fact of the enormity of the YIVO collections. These safeguard
millions of items which have been the basis of the programs,
courses, and exhibitions about East European Jewry the YIVO
features through their ongoing activities.
Riverdale Temple has featured on several Sunday afternoons
a year lectures presented by scholars affiliated with the YIVO
that were inspired by their examination of the YIVO collections
about Yiddish language, literature, folklore, the Holocaust, and
the American Jewish immigrant experience. Scholars, as the
YIVO reminds us, “continue to uncover new layers of the story
in our archives and library.”
In order to be able to continue providing you with the ongoing
opportunity to learn more about our cultural past as we cope
with the constraints we face in coping with COVID-19, the YIVO
Jewish Culture Series has received an endowment to enable
Adult Education to continue to sponsor this important program.
Lectures will be conducted at least three times a year over Zoom.
We want to encourage a greater exchange between the speaker

and the attendees such as sharing some readings about the subject
matter to be discussed prior to the lecture and asking the speaker
to encourage greater interaction during the presentation. Think of
it as a class. We are reviewing various formats.
This past spring, Tuesday afternoon classes at 4:00 p.m.
established a precedent for classes that were not taught by
Rabbi Gardner or Cantor Sharett-Singer. This enabled us to
include even people who work from home. In this COVID-19
period of concern, to change the subject for a time, you will find
such lectures thought provoking. We will also hope to invite
individuals attending some other synagogues in the Riverdale
community.
We plan to conduct the first YIVO lecture on Thursday, October
22, at 4:00 p.m.
A noted scholar from the University of Michigan, Dr. Anita
Norich, will discuss Isaac Bashevis Singer. Many people are
not sufficiently aware of this masterful, Polish-American writer,
who wrote in Yiddish and whose works have been translated into
English. He has been described in Nobel Lectures, Literature
1968–1980 (ed. Tore Frängsmyr) as an author “whose apparently
inexhaustible psychological fantasy has created a well-populated
micro-chaos out of independent and graphically convincing
figures.” (Quite thought-provoking characters, I must add.) He
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1978.
More details to follow in the next issue of the bulletin.

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will not meet in September.
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—Dr. Ronna Weber

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund,
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School
and Nursery School Parents Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Muriel Adams

Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-		
Singer, for conducting Shabbat 		
Services on Zoom during the pandemic

Thea Alfano

Rita Resnick

Shirley Auerbach

Joseph Silverstein

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Susan Fisher

Teri Gamble

Marcel Kwal

Anonymous
Shelley Ast

Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin, for his 		
innovative and elucidative presentation
of Jewish history
Rabbi Gardner, for his wonderful 		
teaching, temple services, and presence
during the COVID-19 pandemic

Cantor Sharett-Singer, for her wonderful
events, temple services, and presence 		
during the COVID-19 pandemic

Diane and Edward Bell For the wonderful Jewish education 		
Fay and Zachary Mendez are receiving
at Riverdale Temple
Phyllis Berkowitz
Susan Birnbaum

Zachary and Rachel
Gerber
Sylvia Gottlieb

Frederick Schweitzer

Mazel tov to Deanna and the entire 		
Sherman family
Riverdale Temple, for baby naming

Shelley Ast, for her inspirational 		
Shabbat greetings

Linda Chokroverty, for her recognition
as a Hometown Hero in the Riverdale
Press

Joyce Jaffe
Dorothy Kay

Paul Levine

Rita Pochter Lowe
Debra Reibeisen
Craig and Wendi
Shulman

Sherrill Spatz and
Rob Katz

Sandra Stern

Marty Kleinman, for having a 		
published story
For the welcoming attitude to the 		
Riverdale community
Rabbi Gardner, for his beautiful 		
streaming service

Cantor Sharett-Singer, for her beautiful
streaming service
Riverdale Temple

Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-		
Singer, for their incredible Zoom services

Riverdale Temple, for 66 years of temple
membership
Zoe Shulman, for her Bat Mitzvah
celebration
Michael Griffel, for the 50th
anniversary of his teaching career

Rachel Radna and Michael Griffel, for
their leadership for all of these years

Rabbi Gardner and Rabbi Franklin, for
the virtual learning courses

Jeanine and Leonard
Aptman
Steve Avedon and
Family

Frieda Blaustein

Pauline and Albert Avedon

Karen Franklin

Julia Sundheim and Walter Spiegel

Maxine Goldberg

Murray Goldberg and Carrie 		
Blumenthal

Margaret Ross Griffel
and Michael Griffel

Anny Ross and Karl F. Ross, beloved
parents of Margaret Ross Griffel

Linda K. Kleinman

Eleanor R. Kern, beloved mother

Dorothy Kay

Olivia Koppell

Tom and Helen Krim
James Lipton

Richard Jaffe, Ronnie Davis, and 		
William Farrington
Frederick Kleinman, beloved brother
Morris J. Levy
Alice Krim

Ann and Ben Lipton

Carla and Steve Liskin Elliot Liskin
Joyce Liskin

Elliot Liskin

Rita Pochter Lowe

Allie (Abraham) Pochter, beloved 		
father of Rita Pochter Lowe and 		
Isidore Weiss

Harriet Martin
Dora Mejicovsky
Wendy Parker

Marilyn and Emil
Propper
Lisa Rapaport

Louis Schwartz
Rose Schwartz

Alberto Mejicovsky

Ethel Parker Dubrov
Clara Propper

Florence Rapaport

Paul and Denise Resnik Esther Resnik and Joan Resnik,
beloved mother and sister of Paul Resnik
Daniel and Kathleen
Roger

Camille, Stanley, and Elysse G. Roger

Amy Samuelson and
Steven Zelkowitz

Eva Zelkowitz

Paul Rosenberg
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Donor

In Memory

Donor

Sara Sawyer

Judy Tenenbaum

Marc and Susan Sawyer Joseph Sawyer

Frederick Schweitzer
Lydia Soifer

Renee Spath

Jacqueline Schweitzer, beloved wife
Semmel Morris

Carol Spivack

Dr. Morton Spivack

Marianne Weissman

Gene Weissman

Lisa Fischel Wolovick

Tom Renner

Edna Turtlebaum and Nathan Turtlebaum

In Memory

Judith Zucker

Simon and Dorothy Giserman
Maxine Fischel

Mildred and Walter Jaffe

Condolences
On the Loss of

To

Robert Corbitt and Family

Ethel Corbitt, beloved wife, mother, grandmother

Galia Fernandez

Chaya Hassid, beloved mother

Joanne Heyman

Paul Lucas, dear friend

Renee Renner and Pamela Renner

Thomas Renner, beloved husband and father

Sara, Amelia, and Ethan Kane

Alec Tannenbaum, beloved cousin

Sherman Family

Richard Kearney James, beloved uncle

Jennifer Sklar

Steve Spinrad, beloved uncle

Dr. Ronna Weber

Steven Trooskin, beloved cousin

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: September Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9

Norman Baron
Millard Joseph Bleier
Milton Gordon
Warren Raynes
Julius Richman
Joseph Eisen
Seymour Schneider
Robert Benenson
Pauline Fox
Jack Grushoff
Howard Pobliner
Esther G. Rosenberg
Diane Stern
Dr. David Stolzenberg
Jean Deutsch
Max Grossman
Mary Kenig
Mildred Martin
Karin Joan Singer
Constance Spath Osach
Irving I. Appel
Helen C. Barkin
Yetta Bennett
Ruth Fox Blumenthal
Bertha Wormser Crager
Helen Cytryn
Alexander Haines
Joan D. Leslese Halpern
Johanna Jelin
Richard Kasner
Meyer Cohen
Charles Lasky

9
9
9
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15

Anita Rosenblatt
Olle Schliftman
Richard Simmons
Dora Baron
Gerard M. Bloomfield
Harry Hartman
Hilda Stoll
Helen Arzt
Ethel Epstein
Anna Guenzig
David Lerman
Alan Richman
Alma Weiler
Samuel Young
Anne G. Aronson
Alexander Krausz
Sidney Leichter
Mae Mendlinger
Jack Wiener
Simon Giserman
Conrad I. Haber
Albert Lett
Frances Perchick
Vivian Lea Gorlin
Samuel Z. Kleiman
Isidore Licker
Julius Meltzer
Nat Seefer
Max Friedman
Max Halper
Melvin L. Morris
Irving Oberstein

15
15
15
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
22

Sol Stafford
Meta Strauss
Ray Weinberg
Munia Gefter
Leo Herrup
Gertrude Fuhrman
Solomon Haas
Helen B. Karger
David Morris
Jeannette Small
Judith Gorlin Deutsch
Oscar Greenberg
Elizabeth Levy
Lillian A. Ripps
Morris F. Rothberg
Clara Dancis Bereano
Jack Locke
Israel Silberkleit
Eugene I. Weiler
Belle S. Bloomfield
Samuel Breindel
Riva Goldstein
Dorothy Kleiman
Rebeka Pinhas Levi
Melvin L. Glauberman
Isadore Jacobs
Herman Waill
Harold Auerbach
Benjamin Rettich
Cantor Jacob Singer
Alice Spirer
Henry Vogelhut
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22 Marion “Minnie” Weiss
		Pochter
23 Dr. Benjamin Diamond
23 Adele Greenglass
24 Beatrice R. Bennett
24 Yakov Dechter
24 Adrienne Semmel
24 Benjamin Wendrow
25 Daniel Chazen
25 Rita Gefter
25 Julia Hollander
26 David Mark Fried
26 Elizabeth N. London
27 Dr. David Borak
27 Irmgard Hermann
27 Isaac Liebowitz
27 Olga F. Prince
28 Morris Caplan
28 Martin Cohen
28 Lillian Libby Fine
29 Henry L. Grunbaum
29 Saul Jelin
29 Valentina Krasnopolsky
29 Kate Lubell
29 Gene Offenbach
29 Dr. Rudolf Radna
29 Samuel Turoff
30 Joseph Ackner
30 Helen Block Gotwald
30 Arthur Karger
30 Claire Lersy
30 Julius L. Lubell

Riverdale Temple

Schedule of High Holy Days Services 2020/5781

The holiday services include the following (all on Zoom):
Selichot: Saturday, September 12, 8:00 p.m.
* Erev Rosh Hashanah: Friday, September 18, 8:00 p.m.
* Day I Rosh Hashanah: Saturday, September 19, 10:00 a.m.
Day II Rosh Hashanah: Sunday, September 20, 10:00 a.m. Open to the public.
Day II includes the afternoon Family Service, 1:30 p.m. Tashlich will be left to individuals to participate
in if they care to do so. They may walk down to the pond behind the temple.
* Kol Nidre (Erev Yom Kippur): Sunday, September 27, 8:00 p.m.
* Yom Kippur: Monday, September 28, 10:00 a.m. Morning Service.
Family Service, 1:30 p.m.
Afternoon Service, 5:00 p.m. Open to the public.
Services with an asterisk (*) require a virtual ticket. If you have paid your Temple dues, you will receive
an email with a Zoom invitation. You can click on that address and gain admission to the services.
Guests who live out of town can receive this link by paying $72, which covers admission to all of the
services. College students can receive the link gratis.
Admission to all nonstarred services is free and open to the community. A link to the free services will be
provided in an eblast close to the time of the High Holy Days.
OBTAINING PRAYER BOOKS
Your experience of the services will be greatly enhanced by using our High Holy Days prayer books,
Mishkan HaNefesh. There are two books, one for Rosh Hashanah and one for Yom Kippur. There are
several options available for obtaining these books.
The two-volume Mishkan HaNefesh can be ordered from the CCAR press (www.ccarpress.org). The regular
price for the two volumes is $44; however, CCAR is currently offering a 20% discount. By using the
code MHN2020, you can purchase both volumes for $35.20. (Tax and shipping will be extra.)
Mishkan HaNefesh is also available as a Kindle ebook for $9.99 per book.
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