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One of the puzzling things about Judaism is the head covering. In the 
Shulchan Aruch, Joseph Caro’s authoritative work of Jewish law from the 
16th century, the author admits that he can find no source for the rule that 
men must cover their heads. Contemporary experts in Jewish practice say 
that it was once only a pious custom, but now it has gained the force of law. 
American Reform Judaism rejected the yarmulke in 1885, but it has been 
making a gradual comeback ever since. 

The word yarmulke, by the way, is claimed by some to be a pronunciation 
of the Aramaic words meaning “fear the king,” but it probably came from 
the Polish word jarmulka, meaning, well, a yarmulke. 

While yarmulke was the word I heard growing up, most people today use the 
word kippah, from a Hebrew word meaning “dome.” When I was growing up, 
I wore a kippah only in synagogue. I would never have worn one on the street, 
although I struggled with the idea of covering my head, just as I struggled with 
what Judaism meant, both in the larger sense and what it meant for me. For 
this reason, I wore an army surplus cap indoors and out in high school.

The first time I wore a kippah outside was when I was on a trip to Israel. 
I was nervous about doing it. I felt that I might be making a statement about 
myself that was not altogether true. Yes, I was making the statement that I 
was Jewish, and that was true. But what kind of Jew was I? Was I the kind 
of Jew who wore a kippah outdoors?

I remember the first time I wore a kippah outdoors in New York. I was 
nervous about that, too. Did I want everyone knowing that I was Jewish? 
It was New York City, not Beirut or Damascus, but it wasn’t Jerusalem, 
either. Sure enough, when I was on the subway, a very large homeless guy 
who had been asking for money spotted me and came right over.

“Are you Jewish?” he asked. I admitted I was. The man sat down next to me 
and told me a story of a Jewish guy he used to know, who called him “brother,” 
who always gave him $20, and who always wanted to know how things 
were going. I later figured out his friend must have been Shlomo Carlebach. 
Carlebach was long dead, but the homeless man was able to relive the joy he 
felt when meeting the rabbi, all because of the kippah I was wearing.

These days I wear a kippah most of the time. I do it for a number of reasons. 
“Because Gd demands it” is not one of them. I wear a kippah out of solidarity 
with my fellow Jews. I want them to know that I am Jewish, and that I am 
not afraid for others to know I am Jewish. I want them to know that I am the 
kind of a Jew who wears a kippah outside.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Fridays

March 1 5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
 6:30 p.m.  Shabbat Evening Service 

with Jr. Choir
March 8 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening March 15 

5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
 7:00 p.m. Ruach Shabbat Service
March 22 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
March 29 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

Saturdays
March 2 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
March 9 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
March 16 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
March 23 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
March 30 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

continued on p. 3
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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,  
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.
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The Rabbi’s Column

 

See p. 8 for Adult Education courses.

 

See p. 8 for details.

Reading of the Megillah 
and Purimspiel

Purim! 
Wednesday, March 20,    

6:30 p.m.

 

Purim Carnival  
Sunday, March 24 
noon–3:00 p.m.
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24th of Adar I 5779
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
6:30 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service with 
Jr. Choir

1

25th of Adar I 5779
Parashat Vayakhel 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion  
Extended Kiddush after 
service                        2

26th of Adar I 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center
10:00 am Social Action 
meeting

3

27th of Adar I 5779

4

28th of Adar I 5779
4:00 pm Simcha 
Learning Center
6:00 pm Commenting 
on the Bible with Rabbi 
Gardner 
7:30 pm Liturgical 
Hebrew with Cantor 
Sharett-Singer 
                                      5

29th of Adar I 5779
Noon Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi 
Gardner
7:30 pm Introduction 
to the New Machzor 
with Cantor Sharett-
Singer

6

30th of Adar I 5779
7:00 pm Knitting Night

7

1st of Adar II 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

8

2nd of Adar II 5779
Parashat Pekudei
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush  
after service, followed 
by Chavurah study 
group

9

3rd of Adar II 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir 
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 

10

4th of Adar II 5779

11

5th of Adar II 5779
4:00 pm Simcha 
Learning Center 
6:00 pm Commenting 
on the Bible with Rabbi 
Gardner 
7:30 pm Liturgical 
Hebrew with Cantor 
Sharett-Singer            12

6th of Adar II 5779
Noon Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi 
Gardner
7:00 pm WRJ 
meeting
7:30 pm Introduction 
to the New Machzor 
with Cantor Sharett-
Singer                   13

7th of Adar II 5779
7:30 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting

14

8th of Adar II 5779
5:30 pm Tot Shabbat
7:00 pm Ruach 
Shabbat 

15

9th of Adar II 5779
Parashat Vayikra 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service
  

16

10th of Adar II 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir 
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 

17

11th of Adar II 5779

18

12th of Adar II 5779
4 pm Simcha  
Learning Center 
6:00 pm Commenting 
on the Bible with Rabbi 
Gardner 
7:30 pm Liturgical 
Hebrew with Cantor 
Sharett-Singer            19

13th of Adar II 5779
Purim
Noon Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi 
Gardner
6:30 pm Reading 
of the Megillah and 
Purimspiel

20

14th of Adar II 5779
Purim
7:30 pm Board of 
Trustees Meeting

21

15th of Adar II 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

22

16th of Adar II 5779
Parashat Tzav 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service

23

17th of Adar II 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir 
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 
11:30 am KRMH 
grocery delivery
Noon Purim Carnival

24

18th of Adar II 5779

25

19th of Adar II 5779
4:00 pm Simcha 
Learning Center 
6:00 pm Commenting 
on the Bible with Rabbi 
Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical 
Hebrew with Cantor 
Sharett-Singer           26

20th of Adar II 5779
Noon Lunch and 
Learn with Rabbi 
Gardner
7:30 pm Introduction 
to the New Machzor 
with Cantor Sharett-
Singer 

27

21st of Adar II 5779

28

22nd of Adar II 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

29

23rd of Adar II 5779
Parashat Shmini
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service

30

24th of Adar II 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir 
9:30 am Simcha 
Learning Center 
Mitzvah Day                31

Sunday      Monday                 Tuesday          Wednesday          Thursday       Friday Saturday
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The CanToR’s Column

The PResidenT’s Column
Have you ever thought about the meanings of the word “sanctuary”? 
We call the room in which we gather to pray at Riverdale Temple 
on Shabbat and holidays our “sanctuary,” and this word literally 
means the place or room where worship services take place. 
Intriguingly, the other main meaning of this word, as provided 
in the Merriam-Webster online dictionary, is a “place of refuge 
and protection.” In my opinion, these two meanings coalesce 
wondrously the more I think about them.

What is it, however, that I am seeking refuge from when I enter 
our sanctuary? I am certainly not trying to escape from my blissful 
personal life or my happy professional life. And yet, when I enter 
the sanctuary, I leave those lives behind for a short while and stop 

worrying about my next task, my next obligation, my next ambition. 
I have come into the worship room to join my temple family in 
prayer and song, in a feeling of greater closeness to Gd, with a 
focus on ethical behavior and a charitable frame of mind. I have 
come to be comforted by the words in our prayer books and the 
tones of our songs, so beautifully delivered and led by our clergy. 

I suppose that what I might be seeking refuge from is the news 
of the day, which is inescapable outside the temple, whether from 
the print media, the radio, the television, or the internet. Unless one 
refrains from all those sources—very hard to do—one is inundated 
with stories of crimes, misdemeanors, scandals, threats, dangers, 
and sadness. In the 21st century, we know too much, know it 

Another reason is so that non-Jews will know that I am Jewish. 
If that brings them joy, as it did to the homeless man, I am glad. 
If it brings them grief, because they do not like Jews, I am glad as 
well. I also do it because I think it improves my behavior. If I am 
identifiably Jewish, I would not want to do anything that would 
embarrass other Jews. I would want to do things that reflect well on 
Jews everywhere. Let someone go home and tell his or her family, 
“I met a Jewish guy today, and he was kind/friendly/helpful.”

Yet another reason I wear a kippah outside is that I worry about 
Jewish continuity. Will Jews still be around in two hundred years? 
What kind of Jews will they be, seeing as how progressive religion 
often fades into no religion, while fundamentalist forms of religion 
seem to be going strong? When I see a modern, progressive-
seeming Jew, it gives me joy and it gives me hope. And perhaps 
that is true for others as well, and so I wear my kippah outside. On a 
recent family trip, an older couple beamed at us in the airport. They 
were Jewish, and they were happy to see a happy Jewish family.

Most men in our congregation wear a kippah in service, and most 
women do not. Our cantor does. A woman who wears a kippah does 
not make the statement that she is in solidarity with all Jews, as a 
man does, but she makes another, very important, one. She makes 
the statement that all of Judaism belongs to her, not just the parts 
that have been relegated to her by the male leadership. 

Ultimately, much of what we understand as Jewish is cultural, 
with a pinch of religious meaning added afterward. To wear a 
kippah is to declare yourself to be Jewish, whether you do it in 
the synagogue or in the supermarket. It is also to declare your 
desire to live in relationship with holiness. Of course, you can live 
in relationship with holiness (and be Jewish) without making a 
public statement. We can be grateful to early Reform Judaism for 
teaching us that.

When I first began to wear a kippah, it felt awkward and like an 
affectation. These days, I sometimes feel strange without it. I will 
never feel as comfortable with it as a person who grew up wearing 
one, but I know I have as much right to it as he does. 

—Rabbi Tom Gardner

FIND US ON

WWW.RIVERDALETEMPLE.ORG
OPEN HEARTS   OPEN MINDS

7 1 8 - 5 4 8 - 3 8 0 0

.    RIVERDALE TEMPLE
4545 Independence Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10471

Family-Friendly Shabbat Service & Pizza!
Friday, March 1, 2019

5:00–5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat—Library: Partake in a 
spirited Shabbat service led by our clergy 
5:30–6:00 p.m. Pizza & Art—Lobby Sign up for the potluck dinner at m.signupgenius.com/#!/

showSignUp/5080e4baaa7283-junior8

FRIDAY   MARCH 1     6:30 p.m.
A JOYFUL, FAMILY-FRIENDLY, AND MUSICAL SERVICE 
followed by a chili cook-off potluck dinner. 
See below to sign up for dinner.

SHABBAT EVE WITH OUR

Shalom Chaveirim,
I hope to see you all at the wonderful community events that 
we have this month in our temple. Our rockin’ Ruach Shabbat 
is returning on March 15, and Purim is around the corner, on 
March 20. Our community is truly warm and wonderful, and 
you will always feel included and a part of it. Looking forward 
to celebrating together. 
L’hitraot,

—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer
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Simcha Learning center

too soon, and know it all the time, so that, perhaps, sanctuary in 
our house of worship is needed now more than ever. And so, I 
enter the sanctuary, see the welcoming and loving faces of my 
fellow congregants, and leave behind whatever was troubling me 
earlier. I read the prayers and sing the songs that my parents and 
grandparents read and sang. I welcome Shabbat joyfully. I feel my 
spot in the historical continuum of Judaism and enjoy being with 
other people who feel the same way.

When, after the service has concluded, we form a circle and hold 
onto to each other as we say the blessing over the challah, that 
historical continuum takes on a physical image, a visceral reality. 
It certainly feels good!

Riverdale Temple is our sanctuary, our protection and refuge. 
Like the rest of us, however, it gets older by the day. We need to 
take care of it; we need to be its doctors and dentists. Our dollars 
pay for its medications. The older it gets, the more attention it 
needs. Just as we take care of our elders because we love them and 

know that it is our duty to help them through trials and ordeals, we 
must also watch over our temple and rise to the occasion when it 
needs our help. A relatively small number of people are spending 
countless hours studying the temple’s needs, attending lengthy 
meetings, making phone calls and sending email messages, and 
we can never repay these people for what they are doing, and they 
are certainly not asking for anything in return for their services.

What the rest of the congregation can do, however, is to 
attend services as often as possible and to consider the temple a 
member of their family, an aging member that needs donations 
and contributions, that needs Kol Nidrei pledges and tuition bills 
paid—sooner rather than later—and that needs the continuum 
preserved by continuing to belong even after the children reach 
the milestone of their bar or bat mitzvah. In this way, even their 
children will have the gift of a feeling of refuge whenever they 
enter the sanctuary of Riverdale Temple.

—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

The Simcha Learning Center recently ventured on its first trip. 
On a cold Sunday morning, 46 children boarded a school bus 
and headed for the Jewish Children’s Museum in Brooklyn. We 
started our trip with a brief morning service led by Rabbi Gardner 
and arrived 30 minutes later at the museum. Our children split 
into two groups: one group of kids went on the classic Jewish 
adventure, which began with an interactive exhibit on the six 
days of creation and walked them through the stories from the 
Torah, all while participating in hands-on exhibits. The second 
group spent the morning on a craft activity. Our older group of 
students participated in the tour through our Jewish heritage and 

culture while participating in age-appropriate activities. They 
concluded the tour with an interactive Jewish Jeopardy game in 
which each child had an opportunity to be on a team, press the 
buzzer, and answer the questions. Our kids had an amazing time, 
and as they boarded the bus to go home, they asked when they 
would have an opportunity to visit the museum again.
The Simcha Learning Center is now in full gear planning for 
Purim, including creating and painting the annual human-size 
Megillah, which all are invited to behold on Sunday, March 24, 
before the carnival.                        
 —Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist

nurSery SchooL newS

We are always talking about kindness in 
our school. It is the major theme that runs 
through all that we do. 
There are wonderful early childhood 

stories about friendship and kindness that we will be reading. 
We have a tradition of making doves to hang on our playground 
fence and writing loving messages on each dove for all to see. We 
will be doing that again this year. I believe whatever we focus on 
grows. And if we focus on creating a loving, caring school, that is 

continued on p. 6
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Riverdale Temple 
Telephone Extensions 
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office  0 or 1
Bookkeeper  2
Nursery School  3

Rabbi  4
Cantor 5
Simcha Learning  
Center 6
Emergencies 7
General Information 8
Other 9

Visit our website at www.riverdaletemple.org. 
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page? 
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on 
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is 
a space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events, 
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community. 
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable 
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to 
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by 
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to  
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple 
by buying a mug with our logo for just $10.

If you need transportation to and/or from services 
at the temple, please call the office at 718-548-
3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors
If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member 
of a survivor, you can register to be included in the 
Benjamin and Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust 
Survivors, at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, D.C. For more information 
and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to  
ushmm.org/resourcecenter and click on Holocaust 
Survivors and Victims Resource Center to complete 
the form. Contact information: Holocaust Survivors 
and Victims Resource Center, United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, 
Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-488-6112; fax: 202-
314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org. 

 

March
Commenting on the Bible with Rabbi  March 5, 12, 19, 26 

Gardner
Liturgical Hebrew with Cantor Sharett-Singer March 5, 12, 19, 26
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Gardner March 6, 13, 20, 27
Introduction to the New Machzor  March 6, 13, 27 

with Cantor Sharett-Singer
Reading of the Megillah and Purimspiel March 20

KRMH food delivery March 24
Mitzvah Day March 31

Upcoming in April
Women’s Seder April 10
Second Night Seder April 20
Dates subject to change. Check www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

 Riverdale Temple House Committee
Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our 
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural, 
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are 
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance 
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The 
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure 
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of 
our community efficiently and economically. The committee 
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities 
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. 
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to 
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org

Bulletin Board

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by 
March 15. You can email it directly to  

rivtemple@aol.com  
(put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot 
program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our 
food scraps. Please observe the different signs on 
the garbage receptacles and put throwaways in the 
proper container. We are pioneers in a wonderful 
program—please join the effort in caring for our 
environment. Thank you! 
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the direction in which our school will go. All are welcome to hang 
a dove on our fence and write their hopes and dreams about our 
world. 
On February 8, the children had a Pajama Day and Teddy Bear 
Parade in the ballroom. They marched around the ballroom with 
their stuffed animals. Then they sang good-night songs with our 
wonderful music teacher, Shara Yolkut. They listened to and 
helped me read Goodnight Moon and had delicious cereal and 
fruit. It was great fun staying in pajamas all day! 
All the Twos and Threes classes planted parsley in beautiful 
planters that they painted for Tu B’Sh’vat. They love learning 
about the tree’s birthday. The parsley that has been planted can 
then be used for Passover!
The Twos have been talking about doing a “mitzvah.” They are 
reading books about it and celebrate each other’s “mitzvahs.” 
They are also making mezuzahs. They walk every day to the 
beautiful mezuzah on the school door. Each week the Twos 
celebrate Shabbat. They are all learning the prayers. It is 
wonderful walking into the Twos class on a Friday and seeing 
them eating their challah and drinking grape juice together. 
Our Three-Year-Olds are studying hibernation. They made giant 
caves out of a refrigerator box that they can all climb into and 
hibernate in. They will soon be studying dinosaurs. So watch out 
for giant footprints all over the second floor. 
Our Four-Year-Olds are studying water. There are ponds, lakes, 
tubing, and lots of pouring and rainbows in all the classes. There 
is a lot of experimentation and truly learning by doing. Children 
are making boats and seeing if they sink or float. The children are 
painting with ice and watching food coloring spread on paper and 
explode and change colors. They are doing experiments that help 
them understand blubber and density. The Pre-K teachers share 
their ideas to truly help make the school a community of learners.
Our Four-Year-Olds are also studying different artists. They have 

been studying Van Gogh, Matisse, and Robert Indiana. They look 
at works by these artists and then try to replicate their work.

Tours
We continue to have tours for the 2019–2020 school year. If you 
have friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school 
at 718-796-0335 or email me at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. 

Camp
We are so excited about our third year of summer camp at 
Riverdale Temple Nursery School! This year we are having 
a camp for five weeks for Two-Year-Olds through Five-Year-
Olds. It will begin July 1 and run through August 2. The Two-
Year-Olds will go from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and the Three-, 
Four-, and Five-Year-Olds will go from 8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
There will be three groups, one for each age. There will be lots 
of projects, water, and planting. We think it will be great fun!
Each week will have a different theme. We will have crafts 
connected to the theme and celebrations with special visitors. 
Some of our visitors will be the Balloon Rebbe, farm animals, 
and face painters, and there will also be concerts. 
Please tell your friends and neighbors! Children do not have to 
attend Riverdale Temple Nursery School to attend our camp. 
If you are interested, please contact Linda Herman at  
nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com.

Events
March 1: Dr. Seuss’s Birthday
March 21: Purim/Crazy Hat 
Just a lovely quote: “When I was young, I used to admire 
intelligent people; as I grow older, I admire kind people.  
—Abraham Joshua Heschel  

—Linda Herman, Director 

women of reform JudaiSm (SiSterhood)
I received this column from the WRJ Regional Office, and I 
wanted to share this with everyone:

Strategies for Sisterhood Success: International Women’s Day by 
Alyson Malinger, WRJ Advocacy and Communications Associate

Representing 51% of the population, 102 seats in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, and 88 seats in the House of Commons 
of Canada, women are finding themselves in more and more 
leadership positions. Nevertheless, we have a long way to go until 
true gender equality is reached.

On March 8, we celebrate the social, economic, cultural, and 
political achievements of women around the world with International 
Women’s Day. Each year the day also is given a theme around the 
issue of gender parity; this year’s theme is #BalanceforBetter.

The theme focuses on how balance is not a women’s issue, rather 
a business issue. Gender balance is essential for economies and 
communities to thrive.

Collectively every person and all groups can make a difference 
within their sphere of influence by taking concrete action to 
help build a more gender-balanced world. From small powerful 

grassroots gatherings to large-scale conference and events - 
International Women’s Day is celebrated everywhere. It’s a big 
day for inspiration and change.

Coinciding with this day of celebration, this year is also the 
30th anniversary of the creation of Women of the Wall. On the 
morning on December 1, 1988, a group of approximately 70 
women from a variety of Jewish denominations arrived at the 
Kotel with a Torah scroll to conduct a halakhic women’s prayer 
service. Since that day, Women of the Wall has continued the 
struggle for women to pray together, out loud, while wearing tallit 
and tefillin, and reading from a Torah scroll at the Kotel. WRJ is 
a strong supporter of the efforts by Women of the Wall, helping to 
spread gender equality in the Holy Land and, moreover, adding to 
this year’s theme of gender balance.

The struggle for women’s rights at the Western Wall, within our 
Reform institutions and communities, and around the world is a 
fight that we as women of Reform Judaism will combat together. 
On March 8, let us stand together as Women of Reform Judaism in 
the struggle for women’s rights—at the Western Wall, our Reform 
institutions and communities, and around the world.
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men of reform JudaiSm (men’S cLub)
Due to a fairly hectic travel schedule I have missed some 
Shabbat services at Riverdale Temple in January and February. 
However, I did attend Shabbat services in whatever city I 
happened to be on Shabbat. This gives me the opportunity to 
experience different synagogues, different congregations, and 
different clergy. Sometimes I attend services at conservative 
congregations to keep the clergy there on their toes!
Recently I attended a conservative service in Florida during its 
scholar-in-residence week, and two of the scholars were visiting 
rabbis. I found the Torah discussion to be very interesting and 
provocative, and the service was very well attended. I would 
guess there were about 160 congregants in attendance.
My take-away from this particular Shabbat service was not 
about the clergy (they were excellent), not about the scholars 
in attendance (they were also excellent), nor was it about the 
delicious luncheon that was served after services (it was plentiful). 
What impressed me the most was the fact that so many people 

were there, celebrating Shabbat together as a congregation! Now 
I am back home enjoying our Shabbat service, which is also 
excellent and led by our most capable clergy, and I am one of 
perhaps twenty congregants or so in attendance.
Over the years I have focused much of my communication in 
this bulletin to encourage our members to try and make time to 
attend some of our Sabbath services. Whether on Friday evening 
or Saturday morning, you will find yourself among friends who 
will welcome you, and the service will be a meaningful one.
We are very fortunate to have our clergy, our lay leadership, and 
a beautiful spiritual home. For those who simply cannot find the 
time to attend either service, I suggest you at least try to obtain a 
copy of Rabbi Gardner’s weekly sermon. There are many ways 
to stay connected.
L’shalom,

—Steven Rosenfeld, President

SociaL action

This year, Mitzvah Day is taking place at the end of March. 
Thanks to the work of the Mitzvah Day Subcommittee members, 
Joanne Heyman, Cristin Timoney Messinger, Phil Clarke, and 
David Greenfield, along with help from Social Action members, 
several Mitzvah Day activities are available to everyone to do. 
Please volunteer and bring family, friends, and neighbors to 
assist, along with our Religious School students.

Volunteers can: (1) prepare 200 bagged lunches for Part of the 
Solution soup kitchen; (2) donate canes, walkers, and medical 
tools, as well as school supplies for the AFYA Foundation; (3) 
help sort clothing donations for Big Brothers Big Sisters; (4) 
prepare grooming kits for the Midnight Run, the Zicklin Hospice, 
Men’s Shelters at HIR, and Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical 
Culture; (5) write letters to U.S. Jewish military troops; (6) help 
knit preemie caps and afghan squares for patients at local hospitals; 

For this International Day of Women consider celebrating the 
achievements of Women of the Wall, in addition to honoring the 
women in your sisterhood and communities.

It is a privilege to work alongside some of the most amazing 
women of our congregation. Over the next few months, 
WRJ will be involved with many different events, and we 
need your help! March will be “Coming in Like a Lion and 
Going out Like a Lion.” We begin the month on Thursday, 
March 7, with Knitting Night (hosted by Rachel Radna 
and Susan Birnbaum). The March meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 13; Sunday, March 31, is Mitzvah Day 
(coordinated by Frances Segan and Cristin Messinger).

On Wednesday, April 10, is our beloved Women’s Seder, 
where Susan Birnbaum prepares the most wonderful Seder 
for everyone to partake in. (And mark your calendar for the 
WRJ Lay-Led Service on Saturday, May 4!) And, as always, 
we are still looking for volunteers to sponsor our Friday 
night onegs—this is a great way to share your joys and 
special dates with the congregation. Please contact Dorothy 
Kay for further details. (Right—Pretty Amazing Women 
in Our Congregation!) You may ask what is missing—the 
answer is YOU! We need you to be involved—not just 
with WRJ but with the temple. Share with us what you are 
interested in; help us develop new events—help us GROW! 
We look forward to seeing you and helping us celebrate the 
Women of WRJ.

—Joanne Heyman, President

THE WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM OF RIVERDALE TEMPLE
Invite you and the most cherished women and girls in your life to join us at our

20TH ANNUAL WOMEN’S SEDER

Pay Online: www.riverdaletemple.org. Please write “Seder" in the notes box and list names or
Pay by Check: Payable to WRJ Riverdale Temple. Please write “Seder” on the memo line and enclose total 
with tear-off. Mail to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Ave, Bronx, NY 10471: ATTN: Susan

Name: Email: Phone #: 
Adults' Names

___ adults @ $48.00 (non members @55.00) = $___
Children’s Names

___ children @ $15.00 = $___

Featuring the musical accompaniment of Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

   Wednesday       April 10          6:30 p.m.                
Reservations Required: Please RSVP by April 1, 2019 
Questions: call Susan at 917-509-3111

Adults—$48 (nonmembers of WRJ $55); Children under 18—$15
We would appreciate your additional support.
All special donors will be acknowledged in the program.
Patron $200—includes 2 dinners
Sponsor $100—includes 1 dinner
Benefactor $75—includes 1 dinner
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(7) plant zinnia seeds for residents at Zicklin Hospice and Assisted 
Living facilities; (8) donate, sort, and swap gently-used books.
Cristin Timoney Messinger explains, “We will be hosting a book 
drive/book swap. Please drop off gently used books to donate 
from 3/25 to 3/31. All types of books are being collected, as 
long as they are in decent condition. On Sunday, 3/31, as part of 
Mitzvah Day, we are hosting a book swap. Come and browse the 
donated books and bring home a few new selections to read!”
Donations needed: KRMH Food & Hunger Project: oatmeal, 
canned soups, fish, fruit, pasta, rice, peanut butter and grape 
jelly, evaporated milk.
Big Brothers Big Sisters: gently used, clean clothing for women, 
men, and children (all seasons); gently used books for all ages.

Midnight Run, Zicklin Hospice, and Men’s Shelters: travel-size 
soaps, toothpaste, mouthwash, deodorant, combs, etc.
AFYA Foundation: crutches, walkers, blood pressure cuffs, 
current glucometers, and school supplies.
Volunteer to help: Complete and return Mitzvah Day Registration 
Form below; to be on e-blast, contact Cristin at 267-210-5212 or 
Joanne at 914-715-3234.
NEXT SOCIAL ACTION MEETING: March 3, from 10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. in Conference Room
NEXT Riverdale Temple delivery of grocery donations for 
KRMH Food Pantry: March 24, at 11:30 a.m.

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

administrator@riverdaletemple.org
7 1 8 - 5 4 8 - 3 8 0 0

4545 Independence Avenue
Corner of 246th Street

Bronx, NY 10471

DONATIONS NEEDED

KRMH Food & Hunger Project, Inc. 
Donation of boxed cereals, canned 
soups, fruit , fish, pasta, rice, and 
evaporated milk.
(please check expiration dates)

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America 
Gently used, clean clothing for men, 
women, and children—all seasons. 

In Addition—Bring gently used books 
for all ages

Midnight Run & Men's Run, Men's 
Shelter at HIR, RYSEC, Zicklin 
Hospice Small travel-size toiletries: 
shampoo, deodorant, combs, 
mouthwash, soap, toothbrushes, and 
toothpaste. Please donate until 
March 25.

AFYA Foundation—Collection for 
Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief: canes, 
crutches, walkers, blood pressure 
cuffs, current glucometers.

In addition, school supplies will be 
collected and distributed for areas hit 
by the hurricane. 

RIVERDALE TEMPLE
MITZVAH DAY 2019

SUNDAY, March 31, 2019     

Please join us in performance of 
G’milut Chasadim,  

acts of lovingkindness,
 in Riverdale Temple and our 

neighboring communities.

RAIN OR SHINE!

1.

2.

3.

4.

Drop Off Begins Monday, March 4, 2019 

Not Sure How You Can Help?
Contact 
Cristin at 267-210-5212 
or Joanne at 914-715-3234

“The Best Way to Find 
Yourself Is to Lose 

Yourself in the Service of 
Others”

~Mahatma Gandhi

2 ways to register by March 22, 2019

BY EMAIL: 
administrator@riverdaletemple.org 
MAIL OR DROP OFF:
4545 Independence Avenue
Corner of 246th Street
Bronx, NY 10471

*You will be notified by email or phone of
your placement.

REGISTRATION FORM MANY DIFFERENT WAYS TO VOLUNTEER

Age

Age

Date Responding 
Name
Age
Please pick  projects 
Phone:
Home
Cell
Email

Additional Participants: 
Name
Project Choice 
Name
Project Choice
Name
Project Choice  

RIVERDALE TEMPLE 
MITZVAH DAY 2019
SUNDAY, March 31, 2019

7.

8.

9.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.POTS (Part Of The Solution) 
9:15–11:15 a.m.: Parents and Children 
*Prepare bagged lunches of sandwiches,
cookies, and fruit at the temple (those
allergic to NUTS should not volunteer for
this project).

AFYA Foundation
Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief
*Assist in receiving donations of canes,
walkers, crutches, blood pressure cuffs,
stethoscopes, and current glucometers

AFYA Foundation
Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief
*Receiving and sorting out various school
supplies

Big Brothers Big Sisters Clothing Drive 
9:00 a.m.–Noon
*Receive and sort gently used clean
clothing
*Maintain list of donors
*Bag and label items
*Complete donation receipts, if
requested

*Receive and sort gently used
books for all ages
*Exchange, find out about new
books, and bring home something
fun to read

Big Brothers Big Sisters Book Swap 
9:00 a.m.–Noon

Project Linus  9:30–11:30 a.m. 
*Make/provide knitted blankets to children 
who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise 
in need;  provide them with new, handmade 
blankets and afghans

Midnight Run & Men's Shelters at HIR, 
RYSEC, and Zicklin Hospice  9:30–11:30 a.m. 
*Create grooming kits for homeless men and 
Zicklin Hospice residents

Kosher Troops  9:30–11:00 a.m.
*Write letters to current U.S. Jewish military
troops

*Draw pictures for current U.S. Jewish
military troops

_______________________

Age 

Planting Zinnia Seeds for Residents at 
Assisted Living Facilites   9:30-11:30 a.m. 
*Preparing individual potted plants (to be
distributed once they start growing)

Knitting  
*Preemie caps and afghan squares to be
distributed to local hospitals

10.
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ConTRibuTions 
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship 
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, 
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School 
and Nursery School Parents Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor In Honor Donor In MeMory

Irene Badiali  Riverdale Temple security fund 

Irene Brenner Susan and Howard Birnbaum on the 
birth of their granddaughter Maya 
Shana 

Marilyn Ross Cahn Riverdale Temple security fund 
and Steven Cahn

Shelly Clark Dorothy Kay’s birthday

Naomi Glauberman Riverdale Temple security fund

Shandora Hendrix Rabbi’s discretionary fund 

Dorothy Kay Rabbi Gardner, for her recent aliyah  
 and for his kindness

Nancy Leavitt Dorothy Kay’s birthday

Ruth Loebmann Riverdale Temple security fund

Helen Silber Dorothy Kay’s birthday

Donor In MeMory 
Shelley Ast Joan Ast, beloved mother 

Dorothy Baer Thea Griesheimer

Phyllis Fisher Blanche Breindel 

Ruth Friendly Fred Friendly

Dorothy Kay Abraham Yarlow, beloved father

Sandra Kolodny and  Sheldon Turtletaub 
Gladys Eisenstadt 

Leah Kurtz Ethel Fisher 

Sandra Lerner Joseph Herman

Ruth Loebmann Irma Loebmann

Lise Rapaport Rose Kantor
Jack and Jill Shaifer Helen Barkin
 Felix Carlson
 George Harren
 Rose Harren
 Abe Shaifer
 Dora Shaifer
 Rose Shaifer

Bernice Shulman Sheldon Turtletaub 
Deborah Simmons  Hyman Siminowitz
 Robert Simmons

Renee Spath John J. Spath Sr., beloved father-in-law 

Judith Zucker  Renee Gallay

The classes by Rabbi Gardner and by Cantor Sharett-
Singer continue as follows:

Study with Rabbi Gardner
Lunch and Learn: Wednesdays at noon.

Commenting on the Bible—Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.: March 5, 
12, 19, 26; April 2, 9, 16, 23; May 7. The course is free, and 
registration is not required.

Commentary on the Torah Reading: during Shabbat morning 
services. Each Shabbat, Rabbi Gardner leads a lively discussion 
during morning services on a key aspect of the parashah of the week.

Study with Cantor Sharett-Singer
Introduction to the New High Holy Day Machzor—Mishkan 
HaNefesh. The course meets on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 
p.m.: March 6, 13, 27; April 3.

If you want to attend the next four sessions, you can contact Cantor 
Sharett-Singer by email: cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org

Liturgical Hebrew—Tuesdays, at 7:30 p.m.: March 5, 12, 19, 26

YIVO Jewish Culture Series
The next talk will be held in May.

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on the second Shabbat in March,  
March 9. The Torah portion for this day is Pekudei, the final 
reading in Exodus. In this portion, Aaron and the priests are given 
the garments they will wear in the Sanctuary, and Moses anoints 
Aaron and his sons, to make their positions official. A cloud 
descends on the Tent of Meeting, and the Eternal’s presence fills 
the Tabernacle. This fascinating parashah contains elements of 
rituals we do today as well as passages we may find at odds with 
modern practices. Join us for a spirited discussion following the 
Shabbat service and communal lunch.

—Dr. Ronna Weber

aduLt education

Jewish Culture Series  2018-2019
y IV

idishe kultur-serye
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 1 Rose Bernstein
 1 Robert Cortese
 1 Irving Epstein
 1 Naomi Gell
 1 Mollie Marsh
 1 Sylvia Wessler
 2 Ida Yarlow
 3 Louis Feren
 3 Dorothy Newman
 3 Don Ostro
 3 Harvey Somers
 4 Tillie Angstreich
 4 Joan Ast
 4 Fred W. Friendly
 4 Benjamin Kaminer
 4 Stanley Madow
 5 Rudolph E. Brill
 5 Daniel Gross
 5 Marti Roskind
 6 George J. Harren

 6 Joseph Kay
 6 Rose Shaifer
 8 Stephen Gardner
 8 Sadie Horowitz
 8 Maxwell L. Rothman
 9 David Egel
 9 Max Tager
 10 Helen Eisenberg
11 Solomon Fried
11 Ariye Furman
11 Mildred Janow
11 Julius Zuckerman
12 Marilyn Freiman
13 George W. Cohn
13 Beatrice Morris
14 Melvin Boaz
14 Albert Borok
14 Thea Griesheimer
15 Elliott Bernstein
15 Dr. Cyrus Gordon

15 Jack Heftel
15 Harry Tannenbaum
16 Janet Haupt
16 Lillian Hirshowitz
17 Alvin Fein
17 James R. Geldert
17 Philip Rabinowitz
18 Frank Goldschmidt
18 Milton Hoffman
18 Louis J. Monat
18 Sam Samuels
19 Stephan Fornino
19 Benjamin Kaswell
19 Irving Pepper
20 Matilda A. Feder
20 Selma Maier
20 Marcia Meltzer
21 Martha Schneeweiss
22 Charles S. Baron
22 Isidore Rabinowitz

23 Jane Chazen
23 Ethel Fisher
23 Fannie E. Levy
23 Morton J. Margolies
24 Adam Baldinger
24 Marilyn (Mata) Offenbach
24 George Perlin
25 Al Singer
26 Ann Lipton
28 Elsa Drucker
28 Mildred K. Nachbar
28 Maria Grandy Schorr
28 Sarah Shapiro
29 Clara Silberman
29 Nathan Spitzer
30 Adolf A. Abrahamson
31 Max Siegel

 

Condolences
To             On the loss of

 

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: March Yahrzeit Observances

Paul and Tracey Gallay, Michael and Elizabeth Gallay, 
Amelia, Aaron, and Rachel Gallay

Renee Spath  
 

Renee Gallay, long-time Riverdale Temple member, 
beloved mother, mother-in-law, grandmother

Sheldon Turtletaub, beloved brother

Go to: https://urj.org 
for more information.

	  

	  
 

SAVE THE DATE!
Join us for Riverdale Temple’s  

Second Night Passover Seder
Led by Rabbi Thomas Gardner
Saturday evening, April 20
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Kol Nidre Appeal
Thank you for your Kol Nidre 
donations. To those of you who 
haven’t responded yet, please do your 
part to be part of the whole! We would 
love to have 100 percent participation! 
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in a 
later issue of the bulletin.

Recapture the joy of reading through the JBI Library for visually impaired, blind, 
and reading-disabled individuals, all provided free of charge and delivered to your 
doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at www.jbilibrary.org. 

 
Hear the Megillah based on the tunes and words of the immortal Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein, 

sung and acted by the Riverdale Temple Players. Rehearsals are every Tuesday and Sunday until Purim! 
Parts for everyone.

5:30 p.m. Pizza Dinner
 6:15 p.m. Kids’ Parade of Costumes 

Followed by Service & Megillah Reading 
With our Simcha Learning Center 

students singing 

Followed by SHOWTIME

Delicious hamantaschen 
for all to enjoy!

CELEBRATE PURIM AT 
RIVERDALE TEMPLE

RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN PURIMSPIEL

MARCH 20

 
If you have 

borrowed a copy 
of our prayerbook, 
Mishkan T’fillah,  
please return it 

to the sanctuary. 
Thank you!
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RiveRdale Temple

4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

BRONX, NY 10471

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

RiveRdale Temple 
4545 Independence Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10471 
affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,  

patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492 
Email: administrator@riverdaletemple.org 

Web Page Address: riverdaletemple.org

Rabbi of the Congregation 
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Cantor of the Congregation 
Inbal Sharett-Singer, B.Mus., M.S.M.

Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation 
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L. 

Judith S. Lewis, D.D.

Co-Presidents of the Congregation 
Rachel Radna, Ph.D.  

L. Michael Griffel, Ph.D.
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Linda Herman, M.Ed.
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Judy Weinberg, M.A.
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