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Riverdale Temple
y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi
From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)

Fridays

Feb. 1

5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Feb. 8
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Feb. 15		7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Feb. 22
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
Feb. 2
Feb. 9
Feb. 16
Feb. 23

Saturdays

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

CANTOR SHARETT-SINGER
Liturgical Hebrew Class

RABBI GARDNER
Lunch and Learn: The Prophets
Tuesdays—Noon Conference Room

See
p. 8 for
courses.
Conference
RoomAdult Education
All year
long, free
Tuesdays—7:30 p.m.

April 3, 10, 17, 24
Designed to enable our congregants to
read the prayers and blessings of our
services and rituals. For Hebrew
readers of all levels.
Tuition: $125.00 / 6 sessions
To register, email the Cantor at
cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org

Through lively and thought-provoking
discussions, learn about Joshua, Judges,
Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
and some of the 12 minor prophets.

Jewish Spirituality and Mysticism
Tuesdays—6:00 p.m. Conference Room
April 10, 17, 24
May 1, 8, 15

Rabbi Gardner will look at the hidden history
of Jewish mysticism, its different forms, and
how they affected mainstream Judaism. We
will learn how some of our practices have
their roots in Jewish mysticism, and what that
means for our own Jewish practice.
Free—Registration not required

See p. 7 for details.
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The Rabbi’s Column
I recently received a group email sent out to who knows how many people.
The email was an attempt to prove that the (Christian) Bible was true. The
author marshalled a number of different kinds of evidence, from the Dead
Sea Scrolls to the Shroud of Turin. He claimed that archeology proved
that the Bible was true and cited intertextual evidence as well. One of his
proofs was that the Bible was scientifically accurate, describing things that
scientists would not discover for thousands of years. In this category, he
included the Big Bang Theory, germ theory, and the first and second laws
of thermodynamics.
Coincidentally, I have been emailing a person in Israel who wrote an
opinion piece in the Jerusalem Post that claims that Reform Judaism is
not Judaism but a new religion, which he called “Reformism.” In one of
my emails I mentioned that, because scholars believe that the Torah was
written at different time periods and later edited into an organic whole,
and because much of the Torah seems to have been an oral document
before it was a written one, many Reform Jews had difficulty believing
that everything in the Torah was the literal word of Gd. He replied that
if I would not agree that the Torah was given directly by Gd to Moses on
Mount Sinai, then we have nothing to discuss.
In fact, there is no claim that the Torah itself was written by Gd, or that
it was given complete to Moses on Mount Sinai. It certainly is claimed that
something was given on Sinai to Moses, but it is not altogether clear what
that was. As we know, many people in the Christian world think that it was
only the Ten Commandments. The Torah certainly quotes Gd a great deal
and speaks of things that no one would know but Gd. Still, Gd is spoken of
in the third person, not the first, and many other things within the text seem
to indicate that Gd is not the author of every word. However, Jewish tradition
does hold that all of the Torah was given to Moses on Sinai. The gentleman in
Israel was requesting that I accept that tradition as true, and, by association,
that the Torah itself is true, as a prerequisite for having a discussion.
So, is the Torah true? Let us put aside some of the things in the story
that do not seem scientifically plausible, such as talking snakes and people
living more than 800 years. The question is whether we should value the
Bible, or believe in the Bible, because it is true. That leads us to the question
of what we mean by the word “true.”
If we mean historically accurate, as I think my two email writers would,
I would hesitate to call the Bible completely true. Even a modern work of
continued on p. 3
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26th of Sh’vat 5779
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

27th of Sh’vat 5779
Parashat Mishpatim
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service

1
28th of Sh’vat 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir
9:30 am Simcha
Learning Center

29th of Sh’vat 5779

4
6th of Adar I 5779

10
12th of Adar I 5779
No Simcha Learning
Center

17
19th of Adar I 5779
No Simcha Learning
Center
11:30 am KRMH
grocery delivery

24

1st of Adar I 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Introduction
to the New Machzor
with Cantor SharettSinger
5

7th of Adar I 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer

11
13th of Adar I 5779
Presidents’ Day
Building closed

18
20th of Adar I 5779

25

12
14th of Adar I 5779
No Simcha Learning
Center
6:00 pm Commenting
on the Bible with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
19
21st of Adar I 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
6:00 pm Commenting on
the Bible
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
26

2nd of Adar I 5779

6

7

8th of Adar I 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner
WRJ meeting
canceled
7:30 pm Introduction
to the New Machzor
with Cantor SharettSinger
13

9th of Adar I 5779
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

15th of Adar I 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Introduction
to the New Machzor
with Cantor SharettSinger

16th of Adar I 5779
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

27

8

23rd of Adar I 5779

28

9
11th of Adar I 5779
Parashat Tetzaveh
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service, followed by
Chavurah study group

15
17th of Adar I 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

21

2
4th of Adar I 5779
Parashat Terumah
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush
after service

10th of Adar I 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

14

20
22nd of Adar I 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Introduction
to the New Machzor
with Cantor SharettSinger

3rd of Adar I 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

16
18th of Adar I 5779
Parashat Ki Tisa
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service, followed by
Men’s Club meeting

22

23

February

3
5th of Adar I 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir
9:30 am Simcha
Learning Center

30th of Sh’vat 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer

history, with footnotes and documentation, cannot be said to be 100
percent true. Even more telling, I don’t see any evidence in the Bible
itself that it is attempting to be a historically accurate account. Parts
of it seem to be written as metaphor. Different books of the Bible
contradict each other. Some parts do seem to be historical accounts,
while others are more like poems, fables, or moral lessons.
The Bible is not written as a book of history, but as a book of
religion. It is a story of redemption, of relationship, of family, of
holiness. As a story, it has a great and important truth. My two
email correspondents would hate to think that the Bible is true only
insofar as it reveals something important about the human spirit, in
the same way that there is a truth to be found in a Virginia Woolf
novel. However, it seems to me that this is the only kind of truth
that is available to us.
When we do science or history, we can approach truth, but we
never get completely there. The only truth that we know for sure
is subjective. We can know that we love certain people. We know
how we feel, even if we cannot fully describe it. We can know
we belong, we know when we have done wrong, and we know
when we are living a good life. All of these are true, but only in a
subjective way.
The Torah is true because it communicates religious truths to
us. These truths are not dependent on whether the 2nd Law of

Thermodynamics is really found in the Torah or not. They are true
whether the stories of the Binding of Isaac and Noah’s Ark are
historically true or not.
I have no desire to argue with those who say the Torah was given
to Moses on Sinai. I have no desire to argue with those who say that
the Bible is a supernaturally accurate depiction of actual events.
I do not know how they reconcile their beliefs with a scientific
explanation of the nature and origin of the universe (that is, I know
some of them deny the science, but I don’t know what they think
the scientists are doing). I don’t know how they understand the
use of language from different time periods in different parts of
the Torah, or why the Torah itself seems to claim it was written
long after the events it depicts, or why different books of the Bible
contradict one another. It is not really my business. If they can
work it out to their own satisfaction, fine.
As for me, I find truths much deeper and more powerful than
who was where and when in the Torah. As for me, I know the
Torah is a bridge to holiness, whether it was written by Gd or man.
The others may be wedded to the idea of a book that is infallible
and of divine origin, but as Joshua said, “as for me and my house,
we will serve the Eternal.”
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

If you have borrowed a copy of our prayerbook, Mishkan T’fillah,
please return it to the sanctuary. Thank you!

The Cantor’s Column

Family-Friendly Shabbat Service &
Pizza!
Friday, February 1st

5:00–5:30 p.m.—Tot Shabbat, Sanctuary
Partake in a spirited Shabbat service led by our clergy.

5:30–6:00 p.m.—Pizza & Art, Lobby

There is no Ruach Shabbat service this month. The next
Ruach Shabbat service is on March 15.
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

.

The President’s Column

When Riverdale Temple’s annual budget was approved by the
congregation last June, the horrific shooting at the Tree of Life
Congregation in Pittsburgh had not yet taken place. A deadly
rampage of this order had never before happened to Jewish
worshippers in the United States. Suddenly, on October 27, 2018,
things changed. Fear and worry set in fast and furiously among
Jews everywhere, including our community, and the leadership of
Riverdale Temple went right to work on increasing the security of
all who enter Riverdale Temple with a series of steps, the first of

which was hiring additional security guards for longer stretches of
time at more and more temple activities and events. If you attend
Shabbat services on a Friday evening or Saturday morning, you
will have noticed that a guard has to open the front doors to the
temple for you. Our guards are reliable, helpful professionals, and
they do give us a sense of increased security and safety. These
guards do, however, have to be paid for their services, and such
services are very expensive. As a result, we have been spending
a small fortune that was not budgeted for this year back in June.
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From the foregoing, you will understand why I am taking this
opportunity to appeal to each and every one of you to consider
sending the temple a contribution earmarked for “security.” Any
amount will be greatly appreciated. If you can afford $100 for this
purpose, that would be fabulous. If you can afford even more, that
would be sensational. But even a smaller amount would help us
very much, and we would be thankful to you for it. Please think this
over and make a decision to help us keep our temple community,
including our congregants, students, teachers, staff, and visitors as
safe as possible. Thank you.
While I am on the topic of contributing, I would like to share
with you the fact that the members of our Board of Trustees
recently began their own small way of safeguarding the temple’s
financial strength. As of the board meeting held on January 17,
2019, each board member is being asked to contribute $20.00 to
the temple at each of the monthly meetings between September
and June (ten per year). Although this is strictly voluntary, at the
January meeting almost all of the nineteen members present put
some money into an envelope and the temple was $310 richer.
Multiply this by ten meetings, and the board will be making a nice

donation to the temple. (Of course, many board members give
significant amounts of money to the temple every year in addition
to this small token of their devotion.)
At this time, I wish to thank Cristin Timoney Messinger and
David Greenfield for becoming the new leaders of our Building
and Security Committee, as well as Olivia Koppell, who chaired
this committee herself for several years, as did Helen Krim before
Olivia. These individuals meet weekly to discuss and work daily
to make happen whatever is needed to keep the temple running
smoothly and safely. They deal with such issues as electrical and
plumbing needs, heating and air-conditioning the building, security
grants, painting, repairs to doors and windows, upkeep of the
parking lot and walkways to and from the building, locks, security
cameras, pruning and cutting trees, cleaning gutters and repairing
leaks in roofs, and many, many other tasks. As you can imagine,
this is a nonstop activity taken on by people who are already very
busy in their own lives. So, all I can say to them is THANK YOU
on behalf of everyone connected to Riverdale Temple. We could
not manage without you!
—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

Simcha Learning Center
The Simcha Learning Center ushered in the new secular year with
the holiday of Tu B’Sh’vat, which originated in the time of the
Talmud as the holiday of the trees. This holiday has blossomed
into the holiday that not only focuses on the importance of the
trees and all that this entails, including fresh air, the food we eat,
and the additional benefits we glean from trees into a focus on the
environment and the Jewish response to taking care of it. At our
schoolwide Tu B’Sh’vat program, our students quickly learned
that the value of taking care of our earth started from the time
of the Torah. The school was divided into groups and received a
passage from either the Torah or from ancient Jewish texts that
focused on various values related to Tu B’Sh’vat. Each group
discussed the theme and wrote or drew their own interpretation

of the verse. The kids came up with “respect the trees,” “take care
of the earth for families to come,” “celebrate our trees and what
they give us,” “if people don’t take care of nature, there will be no
one after us to do it.” The children’s art work is displayed in the
ballroom. Looking toward to February, the SLC is excited about
our first field trip to the Jewish Children’s Museum in Brooklyn.
The Simcha Learning Center meets this month on February 3,
5, 10, 12, and 26.
There are no classes during the week of February 17–25.

—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist
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Bulletin Board
February

Introduction to the New Machzor
with Cantor Sharett-Singer
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Gardner
Commenting on the Bible with Rabbi
Gardner
KRMH grocery delivery
Men’s Club Meeting

Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27
Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27
Feb. 19, 26

Upcoming in March

March 20
March 31

Dates subject to change. Check www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Feb. 24
Feb. 23

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
February 15. You can email it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com
(put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Congratulations!

the Birnbaums, who welcomed their new
granddaughter, Maya Shayne, born Jan. 4, 2019
Dorothy Kay, on her special birthday

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Purimspiel
Mitzvah Day

Rabbi
Cantor
Simcha Learning
Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

4
5
6
7
8
9

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member
of a survivor, you can register to be included in the
Benjamin and Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust
Survivors, at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington, D.C. For more information
and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
ushmm.org/resourcecenter and click on Holocaust
Survivors and Victims Resource Center to complete
the form. Contact information: Holocaust Survivors
and Victims Resource Center, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-488-6112; fax: 202314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org.

Visit our redesigned website at www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is
a space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug with our logo for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot
program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our
food scraps. Please observe the different signs on
the garbage receptacles and put throwaways in the
proper container. We are pioneers in a wonderful
program—please join the effort in caring for our
environment. Thank you!

If you need transportation to and/or from services
at the temple, please call the office at 718-5483800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

The Bulletin: Vol. 72, No. 6, February 2019. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
Kindness has been the theme at Riverdale
Temple Nursery School. Children share
how their friends are kind to them and how
they are kind to their friends. We believe
that whatever you focus on grows. We
know that these children will make the
world a better place.
We had a special All School Sing for Martin Luther King Jr.
with our amazing music teacher, Shara Yolkut. The children
danced and sang and celebrated Dr. King’s life. We ended by
singing “Happy Birthday to Dr. King!” Each class read stories
about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and about his vision of peace
and everyone getting along together. One child said, “It is just
what we do at our school!”
The Twos have been studying Tu B’Sh’vat. They made painted
and collaged trees, planted parsley, and sang Happy Birthday
to the trees. They have also been studying winter and made a
beautiful snowman outside their classroom. Each child helped
with the collaging of materials on the snowman.
The Three-Year-Olds have also been studying Tu B’Sh’vat.
They have been painting pots and planting parsley.
One of the Threes’ classes is doing a study of the book Brown
Bear, Brown Bear by Bill Martin Jr. Each month they create a
different animal in the book. They have created brown bears and
red birds.
The Three-Year-Old classes have been working collaboratively on
hibernation. If you walk down the hall, you will see giant caves
that the children have painted and collaged for hibernating animals.
All of our Four-Year-Olds are studying their community. Two
classes studied the book The Big Orange Splot by Daniel
Pinkwater. They made drawing and collages of their dream
homes. The other Fours’ class is making a mini-apartment
building. Each child has a shoebox they have decorated as part
of the building.
On February 8, we will be having Pajama Day. Children and
teachers will wear their pajamas and have breakfast in school
and read Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown.

Tours

We have been having many tours for the 2019–2020 school year.
If you have friends who are interested, please tell them to call
the school at 718-796-0335 or email nsdirector.rtns@gmail.
com. We have been getting applications for next year and have
very limited space remaining.
We have had so much interest in our school that we are opening
a second Twos class next year.

Afterschool

We have started an Afterschool Program at RTNS. We have Jewish
Enrichment on Tuesdays with Sandi Daniels, one of our amazing
Fours teachers, and soccer with HappyFeet on Wednesdays. If
you are interested in joining one of these programs, please contact
Linda Herman at 718-796-0335 or nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com.

Camp

We are very excited about our third year of camp. We will be
having a camp for five weeks for two-year-olds through five-yearolds. It will begin July 1 and run through August 2. The Two-YearOlds will go from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and the Three-, Four-,
and Five-Year-Olds from 8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This year there
will be three groups, one for each age group. There will be lots of
projects, water activities, and planting. We will have face painters,
farm animals, and the Balloon Rebbe. We think it will be great fun!
If you are interested in this program, please contact Linda
Herman at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com.
February 8—Pajama Day

Events

March 1—Dr. Seuss’s birthday

March 21—Purim/Crazy Hat Day

School Closings

Closed for Winter Break—Feb. 18–22
School reopens on February 25.

Just a lovely quote: “Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud.”
					—Maya Angelou

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
As I type this month’s WRJ column, I am reminded by the news
that today (Jan. 21, 2019) is Martin Luther King Jr Day. Many
believe that he is/was the most visible spokesperson for the
Civil Rights Movement. And, as I am watching the news, I am
reminded of the current government shutdown, various political
leaders who choose their words very cautiously, and hundreds
of thousands of people who marched across the country for
women’s rights. I wonder (as many do) what Martin Luther King
Jr. would say. I do know that he would not be silent and would
applaud those who stand up. You should know that we are not
silent in our own community.
We are surrounded by leaders, people who do make a difference.
WRJ proudly marched this past Saturday in the Women’s March
Alliance (photos on p. 7). We are thankful to Susan Birnbaum for

organizing our troupe. And a BIG THANK YOU to Helen Krim,
Rachel Radna, and Sherrill Spatz for registering voters during
the March. Actually, Helen deserves a second thank you—she is
our advocate!
Because of concerns about the weather, we are canceling the
February WRJ meeting. We are busy working on our Purim
festivities (stay tuned for an announcement), and mark your
calendars: Wednesday, April 10, is the Women’s Seder, and
Saturday, May 4, is the WRJ lay-led service.
Wishing everyone a warm February. Should you have any
questions or wish to offer your services, we would love to hear
from you.
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—Joanne Heyman, President

From left: Sherrill Spatz, view of the march, and Rabbi Judith Lewis. —Photos by Rachel Radna (left,
right) and Ronni Stolzenberg (center).

Men of Reform Judaism (Men’s Club)
As the president of Riverdale Temple’s Men’s Club for more
years than I can recall, I am happy to announce the closing of
the old Men’s Club, which enjoyed more than seven decades
of providing events and services to the Riverdale Temple
community.
I am thrilled to write that the NEW Riverdale Temple Men’s Club
is now open for business! Yes, it is a new dawn for the RT Men’s
Club. Temple leaders, members, friends, and donors, I am asking
you to join with me in taking the mantle to meet today’s needs and
move the Men’s Club full force into the future.
There is much to do these days at Riverdale Temple. Our recent
growth in membership brings with it many opportunities as well
as challenges. Clearly, we all have a stake seeing RT continue
to flourish, and our role in this community has become more
important than ever. Through our membership we are able to
provide activities and services that are vital to the health of the
Riverdale Temple community.
This year, we plan to work closely with Yvette Marrin to expand
our relationship with the YIVO Institute. Through Yvette’s
continuous efforts over many years, Riverdale Temple has a
unique and significant “partnership” with the YIVO Institute.
We plan to build upon this relationship and to expand our

community outreach by promoting special and exclusive events
together with the institute.
Clearly, we are on a mission, a newly focused one: to offer
everyone in the RT community a meaningful opportunity
to connect with our community. We will offer a diverse and
comprehensive schedule of new programming and services.
Together we will face the challenges with increasing strength
and ever-growing membership.
The Men’s Club membership is open to all post-bar mitzvah and
bat mitzvah temple members in good standing. Yes, we are still the
Men’s Club, but anyone interested in helping make the organization
a better one is welcome to join. A dues letter will be mailed out
shortly. Dues for this year will be $50.00 for ages 25 and over and
$25.00 for members under age 25. Meetings are scheduled for the
fourth Saturday of the month immediately following the lunch.
This month’s meeting will be on February 23.
Please leave a message for me in the office’s Men’s Club
mailbox or call the office if you have any ideas, questions, or
special interests you wish to share with me.
L’shalom,

—Steven Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
February tends to be one of the coldest, iciest, and snowiest
months. In addition, as we write this article, the KRMH Pantry
is trying to help not only ongoing, needy participants, but also
furloughed federal workers in need of supplementary groceries.
Please donate soups, oatmeal, rice, stews, canned chicken breast,
canned fish, vegetables, beans, tomato sauce, peanut butter and
jelly, pasta, evaporated milk, canned fruit, and other basics for
families.
The next Riverdale Temple date for deliveries to the Pantry is
February 24 at 11:30 a.m.

MITZVAH DAY is March 31, 2019: The Mitzvah Day
subcommittee has been busy making arrangements to prepare
for the following activities:
Big Brothers/Big Sisters Clothing Drive, collection of school
supplies, and medical supplies for AFYA, grooming kits for the
Midnight Run, Zicklin Hospice, and men’s shelters at the Society
for Ethical Culture and HIR; bagged lunches for POTS; letter
writing to armed services personnel; starting seeds for plant gifts
for Zicklin Hospice and area nursing facility. There will be a book
collection and book swap as well. In addition, the group is exploring
the collection of used soccer equipment for needy children.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO:

pens, pencils, crayons, notebooks, binders, book bags, scissors,
etc. In addition, if family members no longer need canes,
walkers, and other medical supplies, there will be boxes for that
collection as well on March 3.

We prefer receiving donations on Sunday, March 31, but donors
will also be able to bring donations starting March 25 to the
temple administrator and collection box.

4. Please watch for the Mitzvah Day Registration form starting
in late February–early March. Be sure to complete the form to let
us know in which activities you want to participate and help out.
During February, you can also reach subcommittee membersJoanne Heyman, Cristin Timoney Messinger, Phil Clarke, and
David Greenfield if you want to help prepare ahead for Mitzvah
Day.

1. Please go through closets to set aside clothing for donations.
We shall welcome men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing,
shoes, bags, etc., for all seasons.

2. Please collect and donate travel-size soaps, toothpaste, tissues,
shampoos, conditioners, toothbrushes, etc., to help fill the
grooming kits.
Starting on March 3, there will be a marked collection box in
the lobby.
3. Please start to see if you have extra school supplies, such as

The next Social Action meeting is March 3, from 10:00 to 11:30
a.m.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Adult Education
Study with Rabbi Gardner

All of the Adult Education classes are free. No
registration is required for Rabbi Gardner’s courses.
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Gardner—
Wednesdays at noon.
Commenting on the Bible with Rabbi Gardner—Tuesdays at
6:00 p.m.
This course is offered on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.: February 19, 26;
March 5, 12, 19, 26; April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30; May 7. It is free, and
registration is not required.
Commentary on the Torah Reading: during Shabbat morning
services
Each Shabbat, Rabbi Gardner leads a lively discussion during
morning services on a key aspect of the present Torah reading.

Other Speaker Events

The temple will be offering presentations on an occasional basis
that will be announced in eblasts when they are confirmed.
—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee

Chavurah

The Chavurah will meet on February 16 to read and discuss
the parashat Tetzaveh. In this portion, Aaron and his sons are
appointed priests, and their ritual clothing and sanctification are
described. The Eternal One explains that once a year Aaron will
make an offering on the altar to atone for all of the Israelites’
sins.
The Chavurah is a lay-led Torah study group and is open to all,
regardless of level of knowledge, so please feel welcome to
participate.

Study with Cantor Sharett-Singer

Introduction to the New High Holy Day Machzor—Mishkan
Hanefesh:
This free course meets on Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.:
February 6, 13, 20, 27; March 6, 13, 27; April 3.
To register, email cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org

YIVO Jewish Culture Series

We are currently planning another lecture for the spring. This
will be announced in the March bulletin.

Go to:
https://urj.org
for more information.
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—Dr. Ronna Weber

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund,
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School
and Nursery School Parents Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Demetrios Argyriades

Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

Muriel J. Adams

Leona Hermel Adams, beloved mother

Howard and Susan
Birnbaum

Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer, for the
aliyah

Steven Avedon

Netta Avedon

Steven Froot

Rachel Radna

Dorothy Baer

Ralph S. Baer

Mark Ginsberg

Riverdale Temple, in appreciation

Rabbi Stephen Franklin
and Karen Franklin

Jeanne Spiegel
Julian Spiegel

Sylvia Gottlieb

L. Michael Griffel, for the security
fund

David and Rochelle
Greenfield

Susan and Howard Birnbaum, for the
birth of granddaughter Maya Shane

Dorothy Kay

Michael Friedman

Theresa Russo

Craig L. Katz

Isabelle Funtleyder

Eleanor and Barry Brooks, in honor of
their anniversary

Sherry Kassel

Ruth Markowitz

Linda Kleinman

Jerome Kern, beloved father

Rabbi Thomas Gardner and Cantor
Inbal Sharett-Singer, for making her
birthday special

Olivia Koppell

Dr. Gabrielle Koppell

Sherry and Carol Kassel

Lucy Kassel’s bat mitzvah

Susan Kideckel

Rabbi Thomas Gardner

Olivia Koppell

L. Michael and Margaret Ross Griffel
Linda Herman
Rachel and Richard Radna

Ruth Loebmann

Stanley Sundheim

Extended Kiddush

Yvette Levy
James Lipton

Ann and Benjamin Lipton,
beloved parents

Robin Segal

Burt Jaeger, beloved father

Deborah Simmons

Alfred Simmons

Lyn Stevens

Jerry Spitz
Steve Spitz

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Daniel Robert Platzner

Donations in Honor of Dorothy Kay on Her Special Birthday

Eleanor and Barry Brooks
Lois Green

David and Rochelle Greenfield
Margaret Ross Griffel and L. Michael Griffel
Robert and Marcia Horowitz
Olivia Koppell

Dorothy Kay thanks
congregants at the
oneg celebration for
her special birthday.

Nancy Leavitt
Ruth Loebmann
Sondra Older
Audrey Ott
Rachel and Richard Radna
Sherrill Spatz and Rob Katz
Helaine Teperman and Susan Feinberg
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The Departed Whom We Now Remember: February Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
8
8

Joseph Baron
Hetta Mouber
Emma K. Mozlin
Celia Turoff
William Adams
Yetta Hochroth
Bruce Silverman
Ethel Ruth Davis
Mac Stern
Herbert Aaron
Clara Bruck
Leon Rabinowitz
Ira Adler
Michael Altman
Anna Brown
Max Cohen
Philip Dubrow
Robert G. Golbach
Margaret Oppenheimer
Louis Ranfeld
Carlos Rosello
Isidor Rosenblum
Louis Schulman
Harry Slade
Fannie Wolmer
Charles Goldberg
Samuel Hollander
Samuel Janow
Jonathan Daniel Kirp
Samuel Silverman
Leo Breier
Clara Frischer
Gertrude Golden
Bernard Philip Gray
Jerome Kern
Dr. Burton Kleinman
Michael Wile
Benjamin Harris
Frieda Kaplan
Sinclair Waldstein

9
9
9
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
18
18
18
18
19
19

Molly Retman
Werner Spatz
Conrad Weiner
Yvette Levy
Bella Weingarten
Isaac P. Aronson
Ralph S. Baer
Dorothy Goldman
Helen Snyder Lowe
Lillian Axel
Masha Mallin
Nathan B. Spear
Esther Amram
Jean Friedenberg
Abe Horowitz
Burt Jaeger
Ida Stam
Sophie Batt
Felix Carlson
Nat Rosenblatt
Lottie Samuels
Sarah L. Schneiderman
Viola Bergman
Simon Lersy
John J. Spath Sr.
Mollie Spear
Joseph Cassel
Theodore Corn
Jacob Lowenthal
Abraham Perchick
Mildred Segan
Harry Shatin
Fay Birnbaum
Sadie Rosenthal
Charles Leber
Pearl Liebling
Irma Loebmann
Louis D. Retman
Jeanne Arnowich
Norman Dinowitz

19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
27

David Drexler
Lilo Hartmann
Morris Hoffman
Martin Kaplin
Adele Locke
Isabelle Funtleyder
Stanley Greenfield
A. Donald Kronman
Susan Popick
Rosina Rosenfeld
Theresa Russo
Robert Simmons
Nathan Miller
Morris Seeferblatt
Fred A. Glass
Gussie Leibowitz
Mollie Rabinowitz
Hyman Siminowitz
Irwin Kaplan
Hyman Lerman
Daniel Robert Platzner
Louis Schulman
Philip Levine
Sondra Rechy
Richard Spath
Henrietta Sperling
Sybil Turner
Ruth Markowitz
Jean Mills
Edith Rattner
Melvin Stewart
Sheldon Wiener
Carole Friedman
Rose Goldshein
Benjamin H. Patek
Jerry Herbert Spitz
Nathan Yohalem
Bess R. Young
Sonia Zayde
Alice Samuela Brown
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27
27
27
27
27
27
27
28
28

George Dilloff
Lillian Jaffe
Rose Kaminer
Alice Leinwand
Harry Marsh
Samuel Wexler
Sigmund Zwickel
Joseph Herman
Irving Margel

Kol Nidre Appeal

Thank you for your Kol Nidre donations. To those of you who haven’t
responded yet, please do your part to be part of the whole! We would love to
have 100 percent participation!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in a later issue of the bulletin.

	
  

Recapture the joy of reading through the JBI Library for visually
impaired, blind, and reading-disabled individuals, all provided free
of charge and delivered to your doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or
visit JBI’s website at www.jbilibrary.org.

	
  
SAVE THE DATE!
Join us for Riverdale Temple’s
Second Night Passover Seder
Led by Rabbi Thomas Gardner
Saturday evening, April 20

Purimspiel
Oy Megilla! will open (and close) at Riverdale Temple on Erev
Purim, Wednesday, March 20. Don’t miss it!!! Hear the Megillah
to the tunes of the immortal Richard Rodgers, ably sung and
acted by the Riverdale Temple Players. Our apologies to Oscar
Hammerstein for our rendition of his lyrics.

Rehearsals are every Tuesday and Sunday until Purim! Parts for
everyone.
Oy Megilla! will take place after the reading of the Megillah.

Tot Shabbat Services
During the school year, Tot Shabbat services usually take place twice a month on Friday (see the calendar on p.
2, as times and frequency vary). These special services are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and
include singing and guitar playing. For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food
allergies and kashrut observance (all dishes will be labeled). This month’s service is on February 1.
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