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Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)

Fridays

Nov. 2

Nov. 23
Nov. 30

5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service, with
special guest speaker Rabbi Aaron
Frank, head of Kinneret Day School,
Riverdale
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
with Jr. Choir
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Ruach Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

Nov. 3
Nov. 10
Nov. 17
Nov. 24

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Nov. 9
Nov. 16

yidishe kultur-serye
IV

J e w i s h C u l t u r e s e r i e s 2018–2019

SUNDAY,
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4,See
2018
| 2:00
Sunday, November
p. 8 for
details.p.m.

Sunday, November 18
See p. 11 for details.

Riverdale Temple mourns with the
members of Congregation Tree of
Life in Pittsburgh, PA.

No. 3

The Rabbi’s Column

Saturdays

CRAFTS FAIR

November 2018 (5779)

I was speaking to a man the other day who complained that he had attended
Hebrew School as a boy, and had a bar mitzvah, but spoke no Hebrew. He
could pronounce Hebrew, he said, but he had no idea what any of it meant.
When I was working at a Jewish camp one summer, the director asked
me to explain to all of the Israeli counselors the importance of the bar and
bat mitzvah to American Judaism. I did, but one of the counselors asked me
why we didn’t teach the kids Hebrew. “We do,” I responded. “They learn
how to read and write.”
“They learn the letters, but they do not speak Hebrew,” he said. They
don’t understand what they are reading.”
This was true. In my experience, it is difficult to learn any foreign
language. I have learned languages by taking classes four days a week or
more, with hours of homework every night, and then by living in places
in which the languages were spoken. It is just not an option to teach the
kids in our Simcha Learning Center to speak Hebrew in 3.5 hours a week
without giving them homework, burdened as they are by their regular
school work. The regular school work also includes learning a language,
but in most cases, that language is not Hebrew. We do teach them some
Hebrew vocabulary, because we want them to know that Hebrew is a real
language, not a combination of nonsense sounds they have to memorize.
This leads us to the question why we need Hebrew at all. In the History
and Meaning of Reform Judaism class, we have learned that some of the
early reformers wanted to rid Judaism of Hebrew. Wouldn’t it make sense
to do our entire service in a language we all understand?
There were a number of reasons why Reform Judaism came into
existence in Western Europe in the early 19th century. One was that people
were tired of reciting prayers without comprehension. Some Jews preferred
Protestant services, in which they could understand what was being said.
At Riverdale Temple, we use a combination of English and Hebrew in
our services. The sermon and Torah discussion are in English, as are a few
of the prayers. Our prayer book also translates all of the Hebrew, so those
who do not know Hebrew can see what they are saying. We sometimes do
a little more English or a little less, depending on who is there. Of course,
everyone there speaks English. So why do we use Hebrew?
We use Hebrew for a number of reasons. Firstly, it is traditional. The use
of Hebrew gives our services a Jewish feel, which is important. The flavor
continued on p. 3
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

23rd of Cheshvan 5779

24th of Cheshvan 5779
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat,
with guest speaker
6:30 pm Shabbat
Evening Service with
Jr. Choir

1
27th of Cheshvan 5779
Columbus Day

4
3rd of Kislev 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir
9:30 am Simcha
Learning Center

5
4th of Kislev 5779
Veterans Day
(observed)
Interfaith Clergy
evening event at
Temple

11
10th of Kislev 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir
9:30 am Simcha
Learning Center
11:00 am Crafts Fair
11:30 pm KRMH
grocery delivery

18
17th of Kislev 5779
No Jr. Choir
No Simcha Learning
Center

25

12
11th of Kislev 5779

19
18th of Kislev 5779

26

28th of Cheshvan 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
6:00 pm History and
Meaning of Reform
Judaism with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer

29th of Cheshvan 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner

7

6
6th of Kislev 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm WRJ
meeting

12th of Kislev 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
6:00 pm History and
Meaning of Reform
Judaism with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer

13th of Kislev 5779
No Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner

19th of Kislev 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
6:00 pm History and
Meaning of Reform
Judaism with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
27

1st of Kislev 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

8
7th of Kislev 5779
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

5th of Kislev 5779
4:00 pm Simcha
Learning Center
6:00 pm History and
Meaning of Reform
Judaism with Rabbi
Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
13

20

30th of Cheshvan 5779
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

14

28

2nd of Kislev 5779
Parashat Toldot
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush
after service

9
8th of Kislev 5779
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
7:00 pm Ruach
Shabbat Service

16

15
14th of Kislev 5779
Thanksgiving Day
Building closed

21
20th of Kislev 5779
Noon Lunch and
Learn with Rabbi
Gardner

2

15th of Kislev 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

22
21st of Kislev 5779

10
9th of Kislev 5779
Parashat Vayetzei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service, followed by
Chavurah study group
17
16th of Kislev 5779
Parashat Vayishlach
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service

23
22nd of Kislev 5779
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

29

25th of Cheshvan 5779
Parashat Chayei Sara
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service
3

30

24

November

26th of Cheshvan 5779
9:00 am Jr. Choir
9:30 am Simcha
Learning Center
2:00 pm YIVO Series
Talk

Saturday

and the feeling of the service may be remembered long after the
words are forgotten.
Secondly, the use of Hebrew links us to all Jews in the present,
past, and, hopefully, the future as well. Although some slight
changes have been made in the wording of Reform prayers, we
could recognize and participate in prayers of the past or present,
anywhere in the world. The Sh’ma is the Sh’ma, whether it is
recited in 13th-century Germany or 21st-century Argentina. If
we were reciting prayers modernized from English that had been
translated from German that had been translated from Spanish that
had been translated from Latin, everyone would have a different
version.
Thirdly, Hebrew is the language of the Bible. The early rabbis
who wrote our prayers made reading the Torah part of our worship.
They knew that the more connected we were to Hebrew, the more
the Torah would be part of our lives. The Christian scriptures were
written in Greek. Today, only scholars read the original Greek.
Millions of Jews can read the Jewish scriptures in the original
Hebrew.
Those early rabbis did say that many prayers could be said in
any language the person praying could understand. Nonetheless,
Hebrew has been part of the glue that has kept us together for
thousands of years.

There is a legend that, while Gd understands every language,
the angels speak only Hebrew. I understand this to mean that the
essence of Judaism is beyond language, and perhaps beyond any
human ability to communicate. But in that place where human and
Divine meet, language must be used. If a language is to be used,
let it be Hebrew, an ancient language of great power and poetry.
When I first learned enough Hebrew to read the Bible in the
original, I was so deeply moved by the words that I cried. I highly
encourage everyone to study Hebrew in the cantor’s class, or at
least to hold the meaning of the words in your mind when you
read along with our Hebrew prayers. Our prayer book, Mishkan
Tefillah, allows every person to do just that, by including both
translation and transliteration.
The Sh’ma goes on to say, “Place these words that I command
you this day upon your heart…” These words. Not a translation of
these words or an approximation of these words. It does make it a
little more difficult to learn how to pray Jewishly. But the easiest
way is not always the best way.
For well over two thousand years, Jews have been learning
Hebrew along with their native language. Most of us have not
learned it very well. Still, it has been our language, the lashon
kodesh, the holy tongue. May it be so for thousands of years more!
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column

Inspiring� vibrant and uplifting musical service with our full band!
Followed by a festive oneg

NOVEMBER 16

7:00 pm

DECEMBER 7

6:30 pm

Chanukah Ruach Shabbat

JANUARY11

7:00 pm

MARCH 15

7:00 pm

APRIL 12

7:00 pm

MAY10

6:30 pm

•

Ruach Shabbat Celebrating Israel

I love music! Many styles of music, but, specifically, I love rock and roll,
pop, folk, jazz, disco, and boogie! I feel spiritually uplifted when I hear
electric guitars grooving, a rhythm section drumming, and, of course, different
instruments playing, like the saxophone, mandolin, fiddle, and more. What a
blessing it is to have the opportunity to create such an upbeat and energetic
Ruach Shabbat service using these styles of music with such beautiful
instruments, and, moreover, with the wonderful musicians who give with all of
their heart and soul. It is truly a gift to have such a musical Shabbat service to
“recharge” our spiritual selves—and I am very grateful for that!
In our Bible, the Book of Psalms concludes with the cathartic telling of “Praise
God with the tambourine and dance! Praise God with stringed instruments and
the pipe! Praise God with sounding cymbals! Praise God with loud clashing
cymbals! Let every thing that breathes praise the Lord! Hallelujah!” (Psalm
150:4–6). How marvelous it is that our tradition encourages us to make a time
and a place to participate in the nonrational activity of joyful, artful expression
of holiness! And how wonderful it is that we get to find a time and a place
together as a community to bring in such a musical Ruach Shabbat!
Please join us for Ruach Shabbat on November 16 at 7:00 p.m.
L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
From time to time, and especially when a number of new members
join Riverdale Temple, I like to inform the congregation about the
important work that our committees do. This month my focus is on
the Pulpit and Ritual Committee.
According to temple bylaws, this committee “shall consist of
at least five members, including the Vice President for Study
and Worship” and “shall make recommendations as to the
employment, retention, termination and terms of employment of
...,.,

�

.....

the clergy and shall consult with the clergy in their supervision of
other liturgical personnel. With the advice of the Law Committee,
the Pulpit and Ritual Committee shall negotiate any employment
contracts with members of the clergy. The Committee shall consult
with the Rabbi and the Cantor concerning the order and nature of
religious services, the celebration of all holidays and festivals, and
the maintenance and acquisition of religious objects.” The bylaws
go on to provide more details about the timing and contents of
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meetings that need to take place annually, the role of the clergy
as advisors to the committee, and the committee’s inclusion in the
oversight of the temple’s b’nai mitzvah program.
Clearly, this committee does vital work for our synagogue. Its
members meet with the clergy from time to time to discuss our
religious services. Issues that are addressed include length of
services, nature of sermons, types of music, Torah study, celebration
of holidays, guest speakers, participation of congregants, lay-led
services, programming of special services such as Selichot and
Chanukah, and the transliteration and translation of Hebrew prayers.
This committee, under the highly capable leadership of Dr.
Ronna Weber, is interested in hearing from congregants about
their likes and dislikes, preferences, and opinions concerning
our services. In addition to sharing views at the formal annual
open meeting of the congregation, which this year took place on
October 27, our members are encouraged to share their thoughts
and feelings about our religious services throughout the year.
This can be done in person after services or by attending a board
meeting and asking for an opportunity to speak, by phone to
the temple office, or by email or snail mail to the co-presidents,
the other officers, the Pulpit and Ritual Committee chair, or

the clergy. Your contentment, your satisfaction, your pleasure in
attending services—this is what all of us with leadership roles at
Riverdale Temple are aiming to achieve. Let your views be known!
I began this column by referring to new members. Well, we
have quite a few, and on Friday evening, November 16, at 7:00
p.m., we will have a special Ruach Shabbat service that will honor
them. Please try hard to attend and make our newest members feel
welcome. This service is sure to be one of the highlights of our
temple year.
—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President
Family Friendly Shabbat Service & Dinner!
Friday, November 2!

5:00-5:30 p.m.: Tot Shabbat, Sanctuary
Partake in a spirited Shabbat service led by our
clergy with special guest speaker Rabbi Aaron
Frank, Head of the Kinneret Day School in
Riverdale
5:30–6:00 p.m. Dinner, Crafts & Free-Play
Kosher, nut-free, dairy dinner sponsored by
Kinneret Day School in Riverdale

OPEN HEARTS

. OPEN MINDS

Simcha Learning Center

W W W. R I V E R DA L E T E M P L E .O R G
718-548-3800

Celebrating Shabbat at the Simcha Learning Center is a key
weekly event at our school. Each grade focuses on a different
aspect of the importance of Shabbat. Our kindergarten and first
grade class emphasize Shabbat as the seventh day of creation, on
which we are commanded to rest. Our second and third graders
focus on the various rituals associated with welcoming Shabbat.
They start with the blessings for the candles, the kiddush over the
wine, and the challah. The fourth and fifth graders have learned of
the importance of Shabbat and its historical role in the Torah and
in our homes today. The oldest group explores Shabbat and how

FIND US ON

RIVERDALE TEMPLE
4545 Independence Avenue
Corner of 246th Street
Bronx, NY 10471

the bar and bat mitzvah ties into the rituals of a Shabbat morning
service. Each class of course enjoys participating in the ritual of
saying the blessings and drinking grape juice and eating challah.
Later this year the children will have the opportunity to braid and
bake it as well.
We look forward to welcoming many more of our students to the
Friday night Shabbat services, in which our students will take part.
—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist

Photos taken by the teachers of the SLC
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November

Bulletin Board

YIVO Series talk with Prof. David Biale
History and Meaning of Judaism
with Rabbi Gardner
Interfaith Clergy Thanksgiving Event at Temple
KRMH Pajama Packing
KRMH Grocery Delivery
Annual WRJ Crafts Fair
Annual KRMH Coat Collection

Nov. 4
Nov. 6, 13, 20, 27
Nov. 12
Nov. 14
Nov. 18
Nov. 18
Nov. 27–Dec. 26

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
November 19. You can email it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com
(put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3
Rabbi
4

Cantor
Simcha Learning Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

5
6
7
8
9

Upcoming in December

History and Meaning of Judaism
with Rabbi Gardner
KRMH Food & Hunger Project holiday bags

Dec. 4,
11, 18
Dec. 16

Dates subject to change. Check www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Visit our redesigned website at www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is
a space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug with our logo for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Recapture the joy
of reading through
the JBI Library for
visually impaired, blind, and reading-disabled individuals,
all provided free of charge and delivered to your
doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
ushmm.org/resourcecenter and click on Holocaust Survivors
and Victims Resource Center to complete the form. Contact
information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource
Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-4886112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org.

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost
pilot program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our
food scraps. Please observe the different signs on the
garbage receptacles and put throwaways in the proper
container. We are pioneers in a wonderful program—
please join the effort in caring for our environment.
Thank you!

If you need transportation to and/or from services
at the temple, please call the office at 718-5483800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

The Bulletin: Vol. 72, No. 3, November 2018. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
Riverdale Temple Nursery School is truly an
incredible place for children and families!
School is in full swing. The children are all
busy working, making friends, exploring
new areas, and finding their passions. The
whole school is working on the fall season.
Children have collaged on pumpkins,
created clay structures with leaves and acorns, gone on fall walks,
and studied the different leaves with leaf rubbings.
There has been a lot of cooking going on as well. The school halls
smell of applesauce, and Ms. Gabby and Ms. Anna’s class made
Polish pancakes.
On October 14, we had our second Annual Harvest Fair. There
was face painting, pumpkin decorating, crafts, and food, and a
good time was had by all. This year we had special entertainers
at our fair. We had a Bubble Van that filled the parking lot with
bubbles and music, a magician who entertained the children with
tricks and animals, a balloon artist who made balloon animals for
children, and our own wonderful Kara Tatelbaum, who danced
with the children with great joy. We hope you can all come next
year and bring your families!!!

This is our second year for our Mommy and Me Program. If you
are around, peek into Room 301. It is incredible! The class is on
Fridays from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. It is taught by our own wonderful
Cristin Messinger. Children do artwork, sing songs, read stories,
and do climbing. It is also a special time for mommies and
caregivers to get together.
We are trying to raise money for gross motor play for the
ballroom. We would love children to be able to shoot baskets, ride
bicycles, and build with blocks. Of course, all the equipment will
be movable for when the ballroom is used for special events.
This year we have soccer as one of our after-school programs at
Riverdale Temple Nursery School. It is on Wednesday afternoons in
the ballroom. We are working with a group called Happyfeet. You are
all invited to come and watch our amazing young soccer players!!!
We are partnering with Westchester Community College and will be
hosting students throughout the year to visit and support their studies.
It is wonderful to have young educators come through our school!
Tours

We are always working on kindness. We read books about
kindness, talk about kindness, and will soon be doing an all-school
project about kindness.

Tours have begun for the 2019–2020 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at
718-796-0335 or email me at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. I have
already had a few tours and applications for next year, and we do
have limited space.

A Picture into Our School:

School Closings

The Two-Year-Olds have created a fall tree outside their classroom
with colorful leaves and apples.

November 6—Pre-K is closed for Professional Development

The Three-Year-Olds are also working on fall paintings and collages.
They have painted leaves, created leaf collages, and made leaf
rubbings to bring the feeling of fall inside the school. They did apple
tasting and made graphs showing which apples they liked best.

November 22—Thanksgiving

The Pre-K unit this month has been the senses. They have been
doing taste tests, smell tests, studying sign language, and played
listening games.

November 12—Veteran’s Day
November 23—Thanksgiving
Just a lovely quote…Be silly. Be honest. Be kind. —Ralph Waldo
Emerson
—Linda Herman, Director

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
WRJ never slows down...
SAVE THE DATE! Our wonderful Artisan and Fair Trade Crafts Fair
and Kids’ Arts-and Crafts Family Fun Day is scheduled for Sunday,
November 18, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. It is the perfect local,
one-stop shopping opportunity for quality, one-of-a-kind handmade
holiday gifts, as well as a fun, out-of-the-house day of entertainment
for families and kids. A crafting event for children, which includes
three different activities and includes instruction and all materials,
will also be available for $5 per child. We are introducing a new
feature at the fair—if you don’t have enough time to bake for the
holidays, why don’t you pre-order a pie and pick it up at the Crafts
Fair? Contact the office for details.
January 19, 2019, is the annual Women’s March in NYC. We are
very excited to be a part of it. Our knitting circle has announced
that it will be resuming helping people in knitting a pussyhat.
Please contact us for any details.

We are also including an abridged version of our minutes
(submitted by Jean Daniels) from our last meeting on October 10.
We hope this will keep everyone informed:
PRESENT: Joanne Heyman, president; Jean Daniels, secretary;
Helen Silber, treasurer; Susan Birnbaum, Rachel Radna, Rochelle
Greenfield, Dorothy Kay, Barbara Faber, Naomi Bernstein,
Hermina Birnbaum, Arline Davis, Shelley Clark, Alexa Buckman,
Fran Hoffman
1. PRESIDENT’S WELCOME: Joanne thanked everyone for their
hard work in making the Brunch in the Sukkah a big success. A special
thank-you was also given to Eileen Bowden, Cristin Messinger, and
Rebecca Sherman for their support of all of our events.
2. Treasurer’s Report: We have $9,139.00 in our checking account
as of October 10, 2018.
3. Upcoming Events: Artisan and Fair Trade Crafts Fair, November
18, 2018, Chairpersons Susan Birnbaum and Ronni Stolzenberg.
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So far, we have 16 or 17 vendors. Spaces are $110. If vendors need
our tables, there is an additional $12 charge. There will be pizza
from Addeo Pizza. Home-baked goods will also be available. Preorders will be taken for Thanksgiving pies.

7. New Ideas to Attract Members: Some ideas were: (a) hands-on
gift wrapping; (b) short story discussions; (c) ethnic foods fair;
(d) do-it-yourself projects for around the house; (e) spa party—
Jean Daniels volunteered to investigate a “spa party” for a Sunday
morning presentation—information to be gathered and given at
the next meeting.

5. Honey Project: A proof of delivery of honey jars was requested
by one of our members. Final financial income and expenses will
be reported at the next meeting.

8. Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 14, 2018.

4. Oneg Schedule: Dorothy Kay is assisting with telephone calls
asking congregants to sponsor an oneg.

6. Women’s Seder: On April 10, 2019. The cantor is working on a
new Haggadah, for our approval.

We look forward to seeing everyone on November 14. Bring your
ideas—bring your enthusiasm. There is always room for you.
—Joanne Heyman, President

Men of Reform Judaism (Men’s Club)
Dear Friends:
There are two different thoughts I want to briefly discuss in the
bulletin. The first is that the New Year is in full swing and High
Holidays are behind us. I want to bring you up to date on the
discussions that have been taking place between WRJ and the Men’s
Club with regard to areas where we might collaborate in creating
events both within the RT community and the general Riverdale
community at large.
Early discussions between Joanne and myself last year have been
expanded to the point where it now merits a larger conversation with
our Riverdale community at large. Joanne has asked me to ask you
to join us in a general meeting for the purpose of discussing how
our two organizations may work together (but remain independent
organizations within the RT community) more seamlessly and
engage all of our members in activities of mutual interest.
We are planning to call a general meeting either on a Saturday after
Shabbat services, or a Sunday afternoon. This meeting will likely
be called for the week before the Thanksgiving holiday. Please
expect an eblast or a phone call confirming the date and time.
The second thought I want to share with you today is about
RESPECT and GRATITUDE. Whether you realize it or not,
there is a very small percentage of RT members who volunteer
an incredible amount of their time and energy to helping this
institution function. This isn’t new, it has been going on probably

since the temple was founded. Many us seem to take for granted
that the building is maintained, heating and air conditioning units
are replaced, new furniture and office equipment are procured,
and most of the needs of all the different temple units and the
congregation are met on a regular and timely basis.
Many of these chores are performed by a small and dedicated
group of Riverdale Temple members. Without their effort and the
time they dedicate to serving key roles within the temple, things
would be very different here, and not for the better. Therefore, I
ask that each and every one of you remember that although you
may not be participating in any behind-the-scenes volunteer work
on behalf of Riverdale Temple, some of your fellow congregants
are. So PLEASE think first of what others are doing to try as best
they can to make things better for all of us, before you make critical
judgments about the decisions that have been made on your behalf.
If you think you can provide better solutions to those being made
by others, please step up to the plate and get involved yourself
rather than just complain about decisions that are made by those
congregants who are deeply involved and committed to the future
of Riverdale Temple.
Let us show appreciation and gratitude to those who have our
backs and are helping keep RT up and running successfully.
B’Shalom.
				
—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
The cooler/cold temperatures have finally come, and with them
comes the need to provide warmth and comfort through new
pajamas and healthy soups, stews, oatmeal, etc., for those in need.
PAJAMA PROGRAM COLLECTION: Please donate new
pajamas, infants to adult-size teens, for our collection. If you can
find lighter pajamas in clearance sections, we’ll send them to the
hurricane victims through the PAJAMA PROGRAM. Please also
look for sales of new warm pajamas that we can send to local
youngsters in need, again through the PAJAMA PROGRAM. A
new pair of pajamas is something special for a needy child or teen.
Many are not used to having any pajamas to sleep in.
DATE FOR PACKING UP PAJAMAS: Wednesday, November 14,
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. Please contact
me at swimkayak@aol.com if you can help.
KRMH GROCERY COLLECTION: Please continue to donate
groceries each month, especially during the cold winter months.

Comfort items including soups, stews, hash, oatmeal, rice, etc.,
would be appreciated. PLEASE DO NOT DONATE large bottles
of vinegar or leftover matzoh from Passover. Next delivery to the
KRMH Pantry is November 18 at 11:30 a.m. Weichert Realty at
Mosholu Avenue and Fieldston Road has expressed interest in
becoming an additional collection site for donated groceries.
LOOKING AHEAD:
1. Please start to set aside gently used coats and jackets for men,
women, and children. We shall be collecting these items from
November 27 to December 26. The coats and jackets go to the
50th Precinct for NYCARES and the homeless.
2. Please mark your calendars if you would like to help make
holiday treat bags for needy children and adults for the KRMH
Food & Hunger Project. We’ll be meeting at Riverdale Presbyterian
Church on December 16 from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. to do the packing.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee
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Adult Education
YIVO Jewish Culture Series

It is always a very special pleasure to announce the
next presentation of the YIVO Jewish Culture Series.
The first event this year will take place on Sunday,
November 4, at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
To remind those of you who are not familiar with Riverdale
Temple’s partnership with the YIVO Institute of Jewish Research:
The YIVO is a Jewish cultural institution known for its worldrenowned library and archive of Jewish history and culture. At
its location at 15 West 16th Street, it regularly presents acclaimed
exhibitions, concerts, and lectures. The only prewar Jewish
cultural institution to have survived the Holocaust, it is a leader in
training generations of Jewish Studies scholars.
At Riverdale Temple, the lecture series presenters are drawn from
the extensive network of scholars affiliated with the YIVO. The
lectures are FREE and are open to the broader community, but we
hope you might consider making a donation.
About the Speaker: DAVID BIALE is the Emanuel Ringelblum
Distinguished Professor of Jewish History and the chair of the Jewish
Studies Program at the University of California, Davis. Professor
Biale’s research is broadly in the areas of Jewish intellectual and
cultural history. His books have won the National Jewish Book
Award three times, and he has been awarded fellowships by
the Guggenheim Foundation, the National Endowment for the
Humanities, and the Lady Davis Foundation. Most recently, he
won the UC Davis Prize for Undergraduate Teaching. His most
recently published book was written with a team of scholars.

Study with Rabbi Gardner

Lunch and Learn Classes meet weekly on Wednesdays from
noon to 1:00 p.m. in the conference room. Registration is not
required.
History and Meaning of Reform Judaism: This class meets on
select Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. The remaining classes are November
6, 13, 20, 27; December 4, 11, 18. The course is free, and
registration is not required.
Study with Cantor Sharett-Singer

Liturgical Hebrew Class for Hebrew readers at any level.
Tuition is $125 for six classes. To register, email the cantor at
cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org. It meets at 7:30 p.m. on
November 6, 13, 20, and 27.
—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on November 17, following the Shabbat
service and communal lunch. The Torah portion read that day in
synagogues around the world is Vayetzei. This is a portion full
of events that are dramatic and instructive. It follows the story
of Jacob as he flees his brother Esau’s anger, wanders in the
wilderness, has a prophetic dream, and reaches the village of his
uncle, Laban, who ends up tricking Jacob as Jacob had tricked his
father, Isaac. Join us for a stimulating exploration of this exciting
text.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

yidishe kultur-serye
IV

Jewi sh Culture Seri e s 2 018 –2 019

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2018 | 2:00 p.m.

HASIDISM, A NEW HISTORY
The story of Hasidism originated in the 18th century in southeastern Poland in mystical circles that centered on the figure of
Israel Ba’al Shem Tov. It is a saga of extraordinary vitality and
adaptability. Confronting different challenges in a changing
world, Hasidism shaped modern Jewish history.
Join us at the Riverdale Temple for a discussion of a new book, the
first comprehensive history of the pietistic movement that shaped
modern Judaism, with a presentation from author David Biale.
David Biale is the Emanuel Ringelblum Distinguished Professor
of Jewish History at the University of California, Davis.
location:

Riverdale Temple Sanctuary | admission: FREE

SAVE THE DATE! The Riverdale Community Clergy Council is planning an interfaith event at Riverdale Temple in celebration
of Thanksgiving, on Monday evening, November 12. It will take place in the ballroom, with refreshments, and tables set up to
encourage people to work on certain projects such as refugees and food justice. We will be accepting donations of nonperishable food
and money, as well as new and very gently used clothing. More details will follow soon. We need to love more deeply than ever.
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Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund,
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School
and Nursery School Parents Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Muriel Adams

Riverdale Temple, for the Yom
Kippur Yizkor Service

Phyllis Fisher

Geraldine Breindel Shlamm, beloved
sister

Shelley Ast

Rabbi Gardner, for his beautiful and
inspirational services and sermons
throughout the High Holy Days, and
for my aliyah during Sukkot Day 1
Service

Phyllis and Jack Fisher

Cybele Fisher Koppel, beloved
daughter

Dorothy Feldman

Samuel Feldman

Cantor Sharett-Singer, for performing
the beautiful music and for her
musical direction of the choir and
organist during the High Holy Days

Michael Friedman

Rose Bloch, beloved grandmother

Roseanne Klein

Robert Mozlin

Linda Kleinman

Gertrude R. Kleinman, beloved
mother-in-law

Irene Brenner

My aliyah on Yom Kippur

Leo Lieberman

Victor Lieberman

Blossom Carlton

A lovely Yom Kippur Service

Ruth Loebmann

Michael H. Abrahamson

Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Golden

Riverdale Temple

Audrey Ott

Dr. Sam Gellens

Michael and Rose
Goligorsky

Riverdale Temple

Dorothy Kay

Rabbi Gardner, for my aliyah

Gigi Krieger, a woman of valor
Jonathan Parker

Annette Parker

Wendy J. Parker

Annette Parker, beloved mother

Cantor Sharett-Singer, for the
beautiful music

Marilyn and Emil Propper Bessie Cohen

Dana Kuznetzkoff

Riverdale Temple

Michael Nobel

Riverdale Temple, for the
Community High Holy Days
Services

Renee Spath

Otto Kucera

Alan Stern

Robert Stern

Gertrude Zamerinsky

Sam Zamerinsky

Audrey Ott

Mildred Liebman

Rabbi Gardner, for my aliyah and
beautiful High Holy Days Services
Dr. Rachel Radna and Dr. Michael
Griffel, for all that they do for our
temple
Cantor Sharett-Singer, for her
beautiful High Holy Days Services

Renee Spath

Rabbi Gardner, for my aliyah

Lisa Wainberg

Rabbi Gardner for his beautiful and
inspirational services and sermons
throughout the High Holy Days, and
for my aliyah during Sukkot Day 1
Service

Donor

In Memory

Naomi Bernstein

Lottie Mittleman, beloved mother

Helena Birnbaum

Marise Ackner, beloved sister-in-law

Jean Daniels

Edith Licker and Frances Licker
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Kol Nidre Appeal

Thank you for your Kol Nidre donations. To those
of you who haven’t responded yet, please do your
part to be part of the whole! We would love to
have 100 percent participation!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in a later issue
of the bulletin.

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: November Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6

Elaine Katz
Jack Penn
Milton Platt
Helen Fein
Robert Fein
Eva Semmel
Dorothy Wolf
Mildred Zuckerman
Irving Friedman
Phil Katz
Morris Naftal
Golde Pinsky
Paul Sertner
Solomon Weinstock
Martin Paul Brier
Arthur I. Pobliner
Esther Schlesinger
Kaethe Spiegel
Steven Joseph Spitz
Harry Feinberg
Jerry Feinberg
Marilyn Gefter
Barbara Glickenstein
Theodore Gruen
David Hoffman
Max Warshaw
Margot Baldinger
Edward Fogel
Saul Jaffe
Minnie Ulanoff

7 Joseph Saraga
7 Vide Wiggs
8 Abraham Borut
8 Abraham Gordon
9 Randall Leland Kirp 		
		Bereano
9 Dr. Bernard Looks
9 David Turiel
10 Michael Braunstein
10 Louis Egel
10 Harry L. Salb
10 Moe Silvers
11 Heda Cohen Chazen
11 David Hartman
11 Sol Liebowitz
11 William Parker
11 Emma Weiner
12 Dinah Avrach
12 Ada Herman
12 Marion Molsky
12 Mark Thomas
12 Lawrence Tick
14 Leba Burstin
14 Seymour Felder
14 Rebecca Mandel
14 Avis Shulman
15 Cilli Majerczyk
15 Margaret Spath
15 Freda Warshaw
15 Jack Weintraub

16 Grace Feinberg
16 Stanley Silber
16 Turner Joseph Soloway
17 Nathan Katz
17 Irving Schneider
18 Fannie Bialek
18 William Mallin
18 Max Oppenheimer
18 Bertha Friedlich Rothstein
18 Lillian Kalish Spachner
19 Charles Gold
20 Channah Brenner
20 Arthur Hatz
20 Yaahov Hirsch
20 Leopold Holzman
20 Ida Kurtin
20 Louis Maier
20 Sidney Maskit
20 Fay Schweitzer
21 Bertha Arrow
21 Maurice Bender
22 Sydney Gevertz
22 Ida Pearlman
22 William Schweitzer
23 Adele E. Miller
23 Herman I. Rothman
24 Brigitta Thea-Dora
Andrews
24 Jeanne Aronson
24 Yacob Zayde
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24
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
30
30

Eleonor Lola Zeller
Sarah Hartman
Rose Hutter
Milton B. Liman
Robert Morse
Sol Dubrov
Ali Levi
Dorothy Storm Konel
Russell Oberlin
Jack Blumenthal
Harry Burgeman
Jerry Daniels
Edith Pargh
Harold Schwartz
Samuel Silver
Irving Geller
Rose Stranger Weiss
Frieda Sugarman
Eva Murstein
Samuel H. Regan

A Sunday Fun Day for the Whole Family

November  18  • 11  a.m. to  4  p.m.

CRAFTS FAIR

WITH  GORGEOUS  HOLIDAY  GIFTS  
FOR  EVERYONE  ON  YOUR  LIST  
Lots  of  fun,  rafﬂes,  prizes,  
and  delicious  refreshments  
KIDS’ CRAFTING PROJECTS
WITH ALL MATERIALS PROVIDED
$5 includes all projects.

Admission  is  free!  
Parking  is  free!  
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Riverdale Temple
4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE
BRONX, NY 10471
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Riverdale Temple
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Dr. Rachel Radna
Dr. L. Michael Griffel

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
Email: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: riverdaletemple.org

Rabbi of the Congregation
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.
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Linda Herman
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Judy Weinberg
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