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Fridays
Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Sept. 19
Sept. 26

5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m. Family Shabbat and Potluck
Dinner
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Saturdays

Sept. 6
Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 27

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
with Torah discussion; Perla Zolt
Bat Mitzvah celebration
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
with Torah discussion, followed by
Chavurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
with Torah discussion; Sam Zucker
Bar Mitzvah celebration
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
with Torah discussion

High Holy Day Services for September
Selichot* Program and Service
Sat., Sept. 20, 7:30 p.m.
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wed., Sept. 24, 8:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Day I
Thurs., Sept. 25, 10:00 a.m.
Family Service,* 1:30 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah Day II*
Fri., Sept. 26, 10:00 a.m.
*Service open to the community

No. 1

The Rabbi’s Column
Dear Temple Family,
I cannot remember, in the past 35 years, facing a High Holy Day season
with such an intense sense of anxiety about the condition of the world.
Perhaps those who lived through World War II are also experiencing this
feeling of impending doom. Frankly, I hope not!
Part of this tension, I’m sure, results from the access of instantaneous
information that no other age has had before. But only part. Our news media
tend to focus on only two or three usually local, hashed-over sensationalist
stories. Yes, it is a terrible, unacceptable tragedy, for instance, that a young
man was shot by a police officer—and protests and riots are understandably
newsworthy. But every life should be equally sacred to us, and innocent
human beings losing their lives in every corner of the world, every minute
of every day, should be equally newsworthy—especially those that may
have resulted from actions taken by our own country, directly or indirectly,
well-intentioned or ill-advised, ethical or unethical.
I would be interested to know how you responded to that statement—
which lives you thought I had in mind. I’m guessing that the previous
paragraph (though I did not intend it as such) is a sort of Rorschach test of
what you find most troubling. I had no one particular incident or area of the
world in mind. Yes, ISIS, Ebola, and Ukraine come most readily to mind
because those are the “hot” issues of the day as far as the popular media are
concerned. Gaza, thankfully, has taken a bit of a back seat (should we thank
ISIS?). But I am painfully aware that those are only the issues that our
news media have decided will sell the most of whatever it is they need to
sell. I, personally, have started to watch Al Jazeera and BBC. When I try to
calculate the motives behind the coverage of Qatar’s royal family–owned
network, or the British-based but commercially funded station, my head
reels. But at least I find stories that don’t seem to rise to the level of news
on American-based channels. My son says I should be getting my news
from Twitter—he was well informed about ISIS a year ago. But all that
does is make me feel old, since I really don’t know how to handle Twitter
competently. I know that he’s right; our commercial media sources are
about as up to date as printed newspapers. But then, my field of expertise is
stuff that happened millennia ago, so maybe there’s an advantage to getting
news late? I think of the arrival of this bulletin on paper in the mailboxes
of those of our members who don’t use computers—or even its digital
arrival in the inboxes of those of you who do. By the time our editor, Dr.
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28

4 Tishrei 5775
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am Junior Choir

26 Elul 5774
No Religious School
11:45 am KRMH Food
Delivery

14

19 Elul 5774
9:30 am Religious School
9:30 am Social Action
Committee Meeting
10:30 am Men’s Club
Meeting
11:30 am Junior Choir

29

5 Tishrei 5775
Nursery School

22

27 Elul 5774
Nursery School

15

20 Elul 5774
Nursery School

8

7

1

13 Elul 5774
Nursery School
First day for 2s, 3s

6 Elul 5774
Labor Day

Monday

12 Elul 5774
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am Junior Choir

Sunday

6 Tishrei 5775
Nursery School

28 Elul 5774
Nursery School

21 Elul 5774
Nursery School

14 Elul 5774
Nursery School

30

23

16

9

2

7 Elul 5774
7:30 pm WRJ Sisterhood
Exec. Committee
7:30 pm Nursery School
Parent Orientation

Tuesday

17

10

3

24

29 Elul 5774
Erev Rosh Hashanah
Nursery School
No school for 2s, 3s;
full day 4s dismissed
at 11:30 am
8:00 pm Erev Rosh
Hashanah Service

22 Elul 5774
Nursery School

15 Elul 5774
Nursery School

8 Elul 5774

Wednesday

18

11

25

1 Tishrei 5775
Rosh Hashanah I
No Nursery School
No Hebrew School
10:00 am Rosh
Hashanah Service
1:30 pm Family Service

23 Elul 5774
Nursery School
4:00 pm Hebrew
School
7:30 pm Trustees
Meeting

16 Elul 5774
Nursery School
4:00 pm Hebrew
School
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

4

9 Elul 5774
Nursery School
First day for 4s
7:30 pm Membership
Committee Meeting

Thursday

5

26

2 Tishrei 5775
Rosh Hashanah II
No Nursery School
10:00 am Rosh
Hashana Service
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

19

24 Elul 5774
Nursery School
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

12

17 Elul 5774
Nursery School
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

10 Elul 5774
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:15 pm Family
Shabbat and
potluck dinner

Friday

27

3 Tishrei 5775
Ha’Azinu
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

20

25 Elul 5774
Netzavim-Vayelech
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Sam Zucker Bar
Mitzvah celebration
7:30 pm Selichot
program and service

13

18 Elul 5774
Ki Tavo
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion;
Chavurah follows with
potluck lunch

6

11 Elul 5774
Ki Teitze
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion;
Perla Zolt Bat
Mitzvah celebration

Saturday

September 2014

Marge Griffel, manages to herd our articles into her inbox, the lag
is already dramatic (and I confess, at this season of repentance,
that I’m one of the worst offenders). By the time I get to speak
to most of you in “real-time” (that is, on the High Holy Days),
who knows what will have happened to grab our attention on the
international scene?
Fortunately, most of us are not often directly affected by global
news. A few of us may have loved ones in the armed forces. A few
of us have family members of color who have experienced the
prejudice that is alive and well in our country. Many more of us
have loved ones who live in Israel—which is why, of course, news
about Israel tends to float to the surface of the media cacophony
quickly for us. But fewer of us have loved ones in Syria, or
Afghanistan, or Iraq, or West Africa, or any of the places on earth
where hundreds of people are dying as I write these words. Each
and every one of us, however, deals daily with our own, personal
challenges and tragedies. No family in our community is immune
to illness or injury, frailty, economic crises, emotional traumas.
There have been many, many more than enough of those to spread
around these days as well.
And so, as I submit my first article of the new Jewish year to our
editor (late, as usual) feeling this profound sense of gloom, I am

also intensely aware of my responsibility as your rabbi, to inspire
and uplift our community. It feels like an awesome burden this
year (and not in the way my children and grandchildren use the
word!). How can I offer you the hope and promise and optimism
that are as much a part of our spiritual obligations as repentance
and atonement?
The plain and simple truth is that I cannot do it by myself. How
fortunate I am, then, to be able to serve a spiritual community that
is self-sufficient, learned, committed, and dedicated, a community
that worshiped together, studied together, and celebrated together
all summer without input from me—allowing me, theoretically at
least, to recharge and return to help carry that burden with you.
It has been a challenging summer for so many people in this
world, and in our community. That fact makes it all the more
precious to know that we can look forward to joining together
at the New Year to celebrate. May this New Year bring renewed
strength to each of us so that, together, as a community, we can
work to increase the well-being of our community—within and
beyond the walls of our congregation.
L’Shanah Tovah u’Metuka—May it be a better and sweeter New
Year,
—Rabbi Judith Lewis

The President’s Column
The summer was a very busy time for me. Besides the usual
preparation for the High Holy Days, I also led the Shabbat services
during the months of July and August. This year, however, the level
of participation in the services by the members of the congregation
alleviated much of the pressure. I had people volunteering to colead service with me, people who read Torah, Haftarah, and gave
a D’var Torah.
I think in the end we all felt we took ownership of the services,
and that is a great feeling to have. I want to thank the following
people for their participation in the summer services: first and
foremost, Jack Fisher, for always being the greeter at the door.
Jack is the first person people see when they come to the temple. He
always has a smile, and he did not miss one service this summer!
Amy and Henry Bensen and their granddaughters Hannah and
Isabel Lipskar, Amy for reading Torah, Henry for a D’var Torah
and always being there for Hagbaha, Hannah and Isabel for reading
the Haftarah in Hebrew flawlessly—Yasher Koach! Ronna Weber
for chanting Torah and giving a D’var Torah; Ruth Loebmann
for reading Torah; Craig Katz for twice giving a D’var Torah;
Phil Clarke, Elaine Katz, and Joanne Heyman for reading the
Haftarah; Sydney Green for chanting the Haftarah blessings; and
Sylvia Gottlieb for chanting Haftarah. We even had a guest with
the congregation, Amy Handlesman, deliver a D’var Torah. My
service co-leaders for Friday service were Shelley Ast, Elaine
Katz, Olivia Koppell, Susan Birnbaum, and Carolyn Eisen;
Saturday co-leaders were Ronna Weber, Helen Krim, Sherrill
Spatz, Nancy Barricklo, and Sylvia Gottlieb. To all of you who
attended the summer services, we could not have done what we
did without you, so thank you for your participation as well. To
everyone I say, Chazak Baruch—may you be strengthened and
blessed!

The other big news of the summer is, as you may already know,
the replacement of the air conditioner in the ballroom. Every year
(for as long as I have been president, anyway) we worry about the
weather around the High Holy Days because, invariably, the air
conditioner always malfunctions. This year I say to the weather,
“Bring it on! We can handle it!” Thank you for your response to
the assessment. We also spruced up the Nursery School with fresh
paint, the playground with new and safer colorful plastic tiles, and
the two back stairwells with new carpeting, tasks that were long
overdue for us to remain competitive in the nursery school realm.
The High Holy Days season begins with a Selichot program and
service on September 20. That is the service where we switch the
Torahs’ mantles to the High Holy Days finery. It is also the service
at which the rabbi plays with fire and we sing Adon HaSelichot to
kick off the holiday season. I am looking forward to greeting you
at the service and on Rosh Hashanah!
As I write this article, a truce has been declared between Israel
and Gaza. I hope that this will lead, finally, to a lasting peace in the
region. I am glad that this was achieved in time for the High Holy
Days. I am happy to know that my cousins will be able to celebrate
the coming of the New Year 5775 in peace.
I wish you all a happy and sweet Shanah Chadasha (new year).
—Rachel Radna, President
Selichot Program Saturday, September 20, 7:30 p.m.
Rabbi Lewis will lead a discussion on the evolution of the
modern Jewish concepts of God.
Dessert reception hosted by WRJ
Havdalah and Selichot service to follow
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If you celebrated a July or August birthday, come receive your birthday
blessing during services with the September birthdays at 6:15 p.m. on
Friday, September 26,
or at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, September 27.
An Opportunity to Share!

Perhaps
you
want to honor
a birthday, an
a n n i v e r s a r y,
commemorate a
Yahrzeit, or share
Shabbat with our
congregation!

Do you have something you’d like to discuss with
Rabbi Lewis but do not have the time to come in and
meet with her personally? Send her a message through
our website at http://riverdaletemple.org/community-rd/
conversation-with-rabbi-lewis. While you are there,
stop by our “virtual water cooler” too or take a look at
some great pictures!

Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message
for Irene Brenner.

It is with profound gratitude that we acknowledge Rachel Radna,
the quintessential “seasonal” rabbi and cantor.
She conducted summer services skillfully and with great poise.
As the rabbi, she read from the Torah with aplomb and confidence.
As the cantor, her melodic voice, filled with emotion, was outstanding.
We, her admirers, salute her for her leadership.
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Bulletin Board
September Events
Nursery School Parent Orientation
Membership Committee Meeting
Social Action Committee Meeting
Social Action KRMH food delivery

Coming Up in October
Building the Sukkah
Oct. 5
Lunch in the Sukkah
Oct. 11
Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi
Oct. 23
WRJ Book Club
Oct. 28
Dates are subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org
for updates.

Sept. 2
Sept. 4
Sept. 14
Sept. 21

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due
by September 15. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in subject
line).

Congratulations!
Amy and Henry Bensen on their 45th wedding anniversary

Ronna Weber on her son Jonathan’s marriage to Sharon Einhorn
Rabbi Lewis would greatly appreciate hearing from members
of the congregation who may be facing health issues or other
emotional stresses and might welcome a pastoral visit or phone
conversation. Please call her at 718-548-3800, ext. 4, if there is
any way in which she can provide assistance.

Visit
our
new
and
www.riverdaletemple.org

at

Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.

When you become aware of a member’s illness or accident,
or a fellow congregant’s passing, PLEASE call the office or
e-mail rivtemple@aol.com promptly with details, including the
person’s relationship to you or others. This will enable the Caring
Committee to take action accordingly.
Rabbi
Cantorial Intern
Emergencies
General Information
Other

website

Join Us on Facebook!

Caring Committee

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

improved

To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple

Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale
Temple by buying a mug for just $10.

4
5
7
8
9

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural, and
social needs and activities of our congregation. We are concerned
about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance and maximizing
the functionality of our facilities. The committee works closely
with the maintenance staff to ensure that the facilities are well
managed and meet the needs of our community efficiently and
economically. The committee benefits from members with varied
experience in facilities management, engineering, construction,
and related fields. If you are willing to join the committee, please
contact Helen Krim at helen.krim@gmail.com.

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a
survivor, you can register to be included in the Benjamin and
Vladka Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For
more information and to download the Survivors’ Registry
Form, go to www.ushmm.org/remembrance/registry. Send the
completed form to Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-3147820; e-mail: registry@ushmm.org.
If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

services

at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Friday Evening and Saturday Morning Services
The first Friday night service, which begins at 6:15 p.m. and is called Family Shabbat, aims to be a lively service
filled with songs and stories and is directed primarily at families with young children. As in the past, it features
our Junior Choir and is followed by a potluck dinner. Our other Friday night services also begin at 6:15 p.m. with
a Kabbalat Shabbat, in which the special series of Psalms that usher in Shabbat are sung, followed at 6:30 p.m.
by the formal evening service.
Friday, Sept. 5

5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat

Friday, Sept. 19

6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Saturday, Sept. 6

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service with Torah
discussion; Perla Zolt Bat Mitzvah
celebration

Friday, Sept. 26

6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Friday, Sept. 12

Saturday, Sept. 13

6:15 p.m. Family Shabbat and Potluck Dinner

6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service with Torah
discussion; Chavurah follows

Saturday, Sept. 20

Saturday, Sept. 27

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service with Torah
discussion; Sam Zucker Bar Mitzvah
celebration
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service with Torah
discussion

Nursery School News
Since July, when I was hired to be the new director of the Riverdale Temple
Nursery School, I’ve felt as if I have been in a holding pattern waiting for
the school year to begin. Finally, the start of school is upon us. I can’t wait
for the first day when I stand at the door and greet the children.

I am so excited to be the new director of RTNS. In the work world,
you intuitively know when you’ve found a home and not just a job,
and I feel this way about both RTNS and the temple. Everyone has
been so kind and welcoming. The teaching staff is enthusiastic,
loving, and experienced, all the traits that are so important for
preschool teachers. The parents I have met are excited for the school
year to begin (it’s been a long summer) and ready to be part of their
child’s preschool learning experience. I’ve also been front row and
center this whole summer watching the efforts of the volunteers on
behalf of the temple. It’s been impressive.
If you walk through the Nursery School in the next two weeks,
you will see many cosmetic improvements. The classrooms and
playroom have been painted, the hallways and stairways have been
freshly carpeted, and there will be a few much needed changes to

the playground. Teachers have been in and out starting to switch
their classrooms from summer mode to school year mode. There
is a lot of excitement in the air!
My husband, Robert, and I will be members of the temple and we
are looking forward to our attendance at this year’s High Holy Day
services.
If you’re passing by, please stop by to say hello.
L’Shanah Tovah,
—Suzanne Boydstun
Sept. 2
Sept. 4
Sept. 8
Sept. 24
Sept. 25
Sept. 26

September at RTNS
Parent Orientation at 7:30 p.m.
First Day for our four-year-olds (Universal Pre-K)
First Day for our two- and three-year-olds
Erev Rosh Hashanah—Only four-year-old classes in
session (UPK)
Closed for Rosh Hashanah
Closed for Rosh Hashanah

Religious School/Hebrew School
Religious School begins this year on Sunday, September 7, from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m., followed by Junior Choir for those who are
interested. Please feel free to share the following information with
friends or neighbors who are not yet a part of our school!
This year we are welcoming back Michal Birnbaum for our
oldest students. Michal is an acting student, and this year our 7–8
grades and Youth Group will be actively involved in the Purimspiel
as part of their curriculum. Some have already started working
with Helen Krim, our Purimspiel author/director/organizer, etc.
Rose Marcus will once again be exploring rituals and ritual
objects with our 4th–6th graders. Rose is an artist, and her
specialized knowledge and talent help our students understand the
role of rituals and ritual objects from a unique perspective.
Anya Rackman Wiebke, who substituted for Zoe Magid last
year, will be teaching our 2nd and 3rd graders this year. Anya has
extensive experience in Jewish education in a reform synagogue
and will be ensuring that our students are prepared with all of
the basic essential knowledge of what it means to live a Jewish
life: holidays and life-cycle ceremonies, texts, Hebrew reading

readiness, and Israel.
Michelle Shteingart will continue to welcome our youngest
students into the world of Jewish learning. Michelle covers the
stories, holidays, and rituals that connect our children emotionally
to their Jewish heritage. This is where the magic takes place! Once
children discover how much fun it can be to be Jewish, the seeds
of a meaningful Jewish life take root and grow for the rest of their
lives. Michelle will also be assisting me in running our religious
school, for which I am extremely grateful. Michelle runs a summer
camp and is a fantastic administrator (which you all know is not
one of my strong points!). With Michelle’s assistance, I will be able
to focus more on content, curriculum, and rabbinic supervision—
and you will benefit from her availability for information and
communication. Thank you, Michelle!
We also have a very special new(ish) member of our Sunday
morning religious school faculty. Jenna Barricklo, who has been
the assistant to Michelle for the past two years, is going to be our
JUNIOR CHOIR DIRECTOR! Jenna will work closely with Cantor
Sharett-Singer to select appropriate songs and prayers (parents,
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your input is welcomed also) and will be meeting with the Junior
Choir members from 11:30 a.m. to noon each Sunday. I am thrilled,
delighted, and grateful that Jenna has agreed to accept this position.
For students preparing to celebrate a bar or bat mitzvah at
Riverdale Temple, Dorit Niven and Shay Cohen are returning to
teach both Hebrew and Judaics on Thursday afternoons from 4 to
6 p.m. (beginning Sept. 11).
Kindergarten through grade 3 continue to be tuition free for
members in good standing. Kindergarten is complimentary for
graduates of our nursery school. Nonmember tuition for K–3 is $360.
Tuition for grades 4–7 (Sunday and Thursday) is $650, membership

in the temple is required, and there is a Bar/Bat Mitzvah fee of $1,500
for those celebrating a bar or bat mitzvah ceremony at Riverdale
Temple. Please note that payment arrangements and accommodations
may be discussed with a finance officer. We will not allow financial
difficulties to deprive your child of a Jewish education!
Sunday Religious School
Thursday Hebrew School
Sept. 7			 Sept. 11
Sept. 14			 Sept. 18
Sept. 21 No school			 Sept. 25 No school—Rosh
Sept. 28				
Hashanah

B’Nai Mitzvah Celebrations
September 6
Perla Zolt was born in New York City
on September 28, 2001, and moved to
Riverdale with her parents, Bob and
Karina, in 2003. She attended Nursery
School and Pre-K at Riverdale Temple
and will graduate from Kinneret Day
School in June 2015, where she has
been an A student.
Perla enjoys helping others and was elected vice president of
the Student Council at Kinneret in the 7th grade. She also enjoyed
tutoring one of her classmates at the Riverdale Temple Religious
School and looks forward to doing that again. Perla has many
interests, which include tennis and gymnastics. She is also a huge
fan of the NY Yankees and Derek Jeter and loves to go to Yankee
games with her dad.
In addition to her extracurricular interests, Perla has many
friends she enjoys spending time with. She enjoys traveling and
loves to vacation in Cancun and Miami Beach, where she enjoys
walking along the beach and jumping waves with her parents. Perla

also loves her pet Chinese dwarf hamster, Amanda. With all the
activities Perla participates in, she also loves spending time with
her parents and doing many of her favorite things with them. Perla
is very happy about being a Bat Mitzvah at Riverdale Temple and
looks forward to playing a bigger role in the Jewish community.
September 20
Sam Zucker, son of Peter and Valeria, and
grandson of Judy and the late Gary Zucker,
is gregarious, smart, empathetic, fair, calm,
and an all-around sweet and playful boy
who has been on the honor roll since second
grade, when the honor roll starts. He has
been a great catcher since he was six–seven
years old.
According to Rabbi Lewis, Sam was
also a major contributor to the “Questions
That Will Free Your Mind” discussions in class and helped all of
the b’nai mitzvah students explore issues that they rarely get an
opportunity to discuss elsewhere.

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
The High Holy Days are a time of personal reflection and
repentance, when Jews throughout the world examine the past
year and envision the year that is yet to be. Starting the New Year
is an opportunity to reaffirm the Jewish tradition’s commitment to
tikkun olam (repair of the world). This is but one of the mandates
of WRJ. In order to achieve that goal, we welcome you to join with
us in the mitzvah of membership.
Rosh Hashanah also marks the anniversary of the creation of the
world. In addition to the themes of repentance, self-reflection, and
prayer that are traditionally thought about during the High Holy
Days, this can also be a time to mark and celebrate God’s work in
creating the world.
A significant symbol of Rosh Hashanah includes apples and honey.
Sliced apples dipped in honey represent our hope for a sweet new
year. To that end we, the Women of Reform Judaism, will be
providing slices of apples, dipped in honey, prior to the Family
Service on Rosh Hashanah. Do let us know should you wish to
be a participant in this activity. By doing so, you will demonstrate
your commitment to ensuring that traditions are transmitted from
one generation to another.
This is the time to salute the Men’s Club, particularly Jack Fisher,
for successfully hosting and sponsoring the oneg each and every

Friday during these past summer months.
The Honey Project, which gave members of the congregation
an opportunity to send a bottle of honey to one another during
this holiday time, was chaired by Dorothy Kay and her dedicated
committee. Our gratitude goes to all who participated in this
successful fundraiser. One of the essential components of WRJ
is to raise monies. Our goal is to raise $10,000 annually, which
we present, as we have for many years, to the temple in order to
subsidize any deficits that may have occurred.
On the horizon is another holiday, Sukkot. We will be serving
lunch on Saturday, October 11, in the sukkah. A flyer will be
sent to you with all the necessary information. Another opportunity
to find fulfillment, as a Jewish woman, is to attend services on
Friday night or Saturday morning; attend meetings; participate in
the discussions at the book club; sponsor and host an oneg; or join
the Charity Knitting group, which at this time is knitting liners for
helmets to be worn by solders of the IDF (Israel Defense Force).
On behalf of the members of WRJ, we wish you and your family
L’Shanah Tovah, which translates as for a good year. May it be so!!
—Elaine Katz and Dorothy Feldman, Co-Presidents
The Book Club is on hiatus through September.
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On Tuesday, October 28, at 7:30 p.m., we will be
discussing Jerusalem: The Biography by Simon
Sebag Montifiore, a Jewish Book Council Book
of the Year.

The New York Times Book Review, in a rave review, says that
Jerusalem is “impossible to put down . . . Vastly enjoyable.”
All are welcome to join us.
—Ronni Stolzenberg

The next meeting of the Riverdale Temple Membership Committee is Thursday, September 4,
at 7:30 p.m., in the social hall.

Adult Education
The summer is whizzing by. For adult education
it is a time when we are addressing the year’s
programming. We will be finalizing the Adult
Education classes with both Rabbi Lewis and
others, and reviewing with the YIVO some new
ideas not only for our lectures but also about what
additional programming would prove stimulating
to our congregation and the Riverdale community. We will be
announcing the fall schedule in the October bulletin.
If you have ideas about what you want to learn more about with
reference to our Jewish heritage, please contact me at ymarrin@
cristina.org. We will give your suggestions serious consideration.
Also, as you know, we have members who have sponsored and

will continue to sponsor YIVO lectures. Let me know if you would
also like to help by contributing your support toward getting some
outstanding scholars to bring their expertise to Riverdale Temple
to enhance your learning experiences.
—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee
---------------------The Chavurah will meet on September 13 in the ballroom
following the Shabbat service. We will read and discuss the Torah
portion Ki Tavo. All are welcome to join in the discussion and to
share in a dairy potluck lunch.
—Ronna Weber, Ph.D.

Men’s Club
Wars, Miracles, Tisha B’Av and Learning Torah:
The Chavurah of Riverdale Temple

The events of this past summer made everyone painfully familiar
with a place called the Gaza Strip—even if they had never heard
of it before. This was really the continuation of a conflict that
began thousands of years ago. For many of us, it feels like it boils
down to the right of existence for the Jewish people. We read in
the Torah of endless battles and wars. Stories tell us of victories
that made warriors into kings and defeats that destroyed property,
enslaved people and devastated families. Is there anything new
happening here today? The manner in which Hamas has used the
Palestinian people as human shields in trying to sway worldwide
public opinion against the Jewish people is extremely painful.
Golda Meir once said about seeking peace with the Arab world:
“We will have peace when the Arab people love their children more
than they hate us.” The most recent conflict with Hamas in Gaza
took place during the Muslim month of Ramadan—and also during
a day of mourning and introspection for the Jewish people. I don’t
think this is purely a coincidence. On Monday evening, August 4,
many of us began a time of fasting and of mourning the tragedies of
the Jewish people. Tisha B’Av (the ninth day of the month of Av) is
observed to mourn the losses of the Temples in Jerusalem.
Throughout our history this was indeed a time of loss for the
Jewish people. The rabbis believed that other tragedies coincided
with this period as well: the fall of Betar and the end of the Bar
Kochba revolt against the Romans in the year 135, the expulsion of
the Jews from England in 1290, our expulsion from Spain in 1492,
and the deportation of Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto, among others.
Whether or not we choose to fast at this time, we can all share in the
meaning of this period by minimizing personal comfort and personal
pleasure. We can use this time as a time for spiritual introspection.

The Hebrew word tor this is Teshuva—the returning to the paths of
good and righteousness, to the ways of the Torah.
The Men’s Club of Riverdale Temple exists to support
worthwhile activities that increase opportunities for participation
in temple life. The Riverdale Temple Chavurah is one of those
extraordinary opportunities. It is a group devoted to study and
learning. We last met on Monday, August 4, and while there was
no study of Torah, there was a discussion of the life of Job. Most
appropriate, indeed. Chavurah meets each month throughout the
year and the study of Torah will continue.
Please look for the schedule in this bulletin and become a member
of our Men’s Club, study with our Chavurah, and take advantage
of some of the other programs and activities that Riverdale Temple
is able to offer through the dedication and devotion of our most
active members. Finally, please join me in praying for peace
between Israel and Palestine, and for the safety of all innocent
people in Israel and the Gaza Strip.
B’Shalom,
—Steve Rosenfeld, President
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Contributions
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund,
Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair
Fund, Youth Activities Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations

Donor

Judith Buder Zucker

Get Well Wishes

Rabbi Lewis’s daughter, Deb Sperling,
wishing you a speedy recovery!

Donor	In Honor
Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Ephraim Bosgang

Sindy and Andrew
Cutler
Judie Graff
Joanne, Joseph, and
Sydney Greene
Elaine Katz

Letty and Herbert
Kroner
Leah and Henry Kurtz
Laurie Levy and Steven
Altarescu
Ruth A. Loebmann
Claude H. Rabinowitz
Joyce and Sidney C.
Reiser
Kay Samalin
Dr. Frederick M.
Schweitzer
Phyllis and Leonard
Selk

Ronna Weber in honor of your son
Jonathan’s marriage to Sharon Einhorn
Heather and Marshall Bloomfield
on the adoption of your son, Jade
Bloomfield
Jack Fisher, a pillar of the 		
congregation and of the community
Rabbi Judith S. Lewis
Riverdale Temple
Cantorial Intern Inbal Sharett-Singer
Heather and Marshall Bloomfield on
the beautiful adoption service for 		
your son, Jade
Amy and Henry Bensen on their 		
45th wedding anniversary

Rabbi Judith S. Lewis for all of your
help preparing Sydney for her bat 		
mitzvah
Dr. Rachel Radna, President of RT
Ronna Weber in honor of your
son Jonathan’s marriage to Sharon
Einhorn
Heather and Marshall Bloomfield on
the beautiful adoption service for 		
your son, Jade
Rabbi Lewis for the aliyah
Rabbi Judith S. Lewis

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyot on
Shabbat Badmidbar and Shabbat 		
Pinchas
Rabbi Judith S. Lewis for
participating in my father’s unveiling
Elaine Katz for all her hard work at
Riverdale Temple
Rabbi Judith S. Lewis for my son
Harry Samalin’s funeral
Rabbi Franklin and Arnold Ostlund
for their participation in my wife 		
Jacqueline’s funeral
Leonard’s aliyah on Shavuot

Donor	In Honor
Bernice Shulman
Sherrill Spatz
Phyllis Steele
Hilda J. Stewart
Judith Buder Zucker

Riverdale Temple, for prayers for the
recovery for Noah Glantz
Ronna Weber in honor of son
Jonathan’s marriage to Sharon
Einhorn
Lise Rosenfield’s 70th birthday
Rabbi Lewis and the lovely Shavuot
Yizkor service
Jade Bloomfield’s official adoption
by Heather and Marshall Bloomfield
Sydney Greene’s bat mitzvah—
congratulations!
Ronna Weber in honor of son
Jonathan’s marriage to Sharon Einhorn

Donor	In Memory

Thea and Robert Alfano Rita Resnick, beloved mother of
Thea Alfano
Jeanine C. and Leonard
Frieda Blaustein, beloved mother of
H. Aptman
Jeanine C. Aptman
Shirley and Harold
Joseph Silverstein, beloved father of
Auerbach and family
Shirley Auerbach
Netta and Steven Avedon Pauline and Albert Avedon, beloved
parents of Steven Avedon
Lillian Axel
Hertha Osborne, beloved sister
Wilhelm Schwarz, beloved father
Susan and Howard
Susan Fisher, beloved cousin
Birnbaum
Andrea M. and Martin Margaret Elkus, beloved mother of
M. Blattberg
Andrea M. Blattberg
Peter E. Bloustein
Jean and Francis Bloustein, beloved
parents
Karen Bradbury
Harry Samalin, beloved son of Kay
Samalin
Bernice Brier
Irving Margulies, beloved father
Dr. Marilyn Ross Cahn Anny and Karl F. Ross, beloved
and Dr. Steven Cahn
parents of Marilyn Ross Cahn
Lorraine Coyle
William Schweitzer, beloved friend
Marcia H. Federman
Elizabeth Herrup, beloved mother
Karen S. and Rabbi
Rita Fauer Franklin, beloved mother
Stephen D. Franklin
of Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin
Walter Spiegel and Julia Sundheim,
beloved father and grandmother of
Karen S. Franklin
Teri and Michael
Philip Reaboy, beloved grandfather
Gamble
of Teri Gamble
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Donor

Maxine Toal Goldberg

In Memory

Carrie Blumenthal, beloved mother
Murray Goldberg, beloved husband
Margaret Ross Griffel
Anny and Karl F. Ross, beloved
and L. Michael Griffel
parents of Margaret Ross Griffel
Irving Hamada
Bertha and Sam Hamada, beloved
parents of Irving Hamada
Gerald Heisner
Erna and Abraham Heisner, beloved
parents of Gerald Heisner
Jean and Harry Deutsch, beloved
parents of Stella Heisner
Fay and Bruce Kagan
Dorothy Karsh, beloved grandmother
of Bruce Kagan
Joseph Arnowich, much loved father,
Katz-Spatz family
grandfather, and great-grandfather of
the Katz-Spatz family
Martin Kleinman
Morton Kleinman, beloved father
Ellen and Guy Knafo
Florence Rapaport, beloved friend
Leah and Henry I. Kurtz Benjamin Kurtz, beloved father of
Henry I. Kurtz
Joyce Liskin
Elliot Liskin, beloved husband
Steven and Carla Liskin Elliot Liskin, beloved father of
Steven Liskin
Elaine G. Loveman
Ida C. and Joseph F. Loveman,
beloved parents
Helen Madow
Albert Feit, beloved father
Ann Shalof Mango
William Shalof, beloved father
Harriet Martin
Louis Schwartz, beloved father-in-law
Rose Schwartz beloved mother-in-law

Donor

Gerald F. and Laura H.
Maurer
Marilyn and Emil
Propper
Rachel and Richard
Radna
Kathy and Dan Roger
Paul Rosenberg
Amy Samuelson and
Steven Zelkowitz
Sandra and Eli Stern
Judith M. Tenenbaum
Ronna H. Weber
Marianne Weissman
Laurie R. Levene
Whitehill
Karina and Robert Zolt

Judith Buder Zucker
Mae H. Zuckerman

In Memory

Lawrence E. Meisler, beloved
brother of Richard Meisler
Clara Propper, beloved mother of
Emil Propper
Rebeka Pinhas Levi, beloved mother
Dr. Rudolf Radna, beloved father
Elysse G. Roger, beloved daughter
Betty Rosenberg, beloved mother
Julius Samuelson, beloved father of
Amy Samuelson
Eva Zelkowitz, beloved mother of
Steven Zelkowitz
Dorothy Giserman, beloved mother
of Sandra Giserman Stern
Dorothy Giserman, beloved mother
Betty Trager, beloved mother
Gene Weissman, beloved son
Melville C. Levene and Phillip
Hoffman Levene, beloved father and
brother
Ilene Zolt, beloved sister of Robert
Zolt
Pearl and Abraham Zolt, beloved
parents of Robert Zolt
Mildred Jaffe, beloved mother
Walter Jaffe, beloved father
Harriet Landau, beloved sister

The Departed Whom We Now Remember—September Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
3
3
3
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
7

Norman Baron
Millard Joseph Bleier
Ethel Parker Dubrov
David Fisher
Seymour Greisman
Julius Richman
Elias Rushfield
Ida Wilensky
Seymour Schneider
Robert Benenson
Jack Grushoff
Minnie G. Traugott
Jean Deutsch
Max Grossman
Pauline Kalinowsky
Mary Kenig
Mildred Martin
Ethel Wolf Miller
Benjamin Silverman
Jack Bross
Marcel Kwal
Anna Tauber
Constance Spath
Osach
8 Irving I. Appel

8
8
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
9
9
9
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
13
13
13

Helen C. Barkin
Bertha Wormser Crager
Joseph Eisen
Alexander Haines
Johanna Jelin
Marie Schwarz
Pauline Fox
Howard Pobliner
Esther G. Rosenberg
Anita Rosenblatt
Morris Sandler
Richard Simmons
Dora Baron
Gerard M. Bloomfield
Harry Hartman
Helen Arzt
Ethel Epstein
Anna Guenzig
Alan Richman
Sidney Leichter
Mae Mendlinger
Jack Wiener
Simon Giserman
Conrad I. Haber
Frances Perchick

14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
17

Yetta Bennett
Ruth Fox Blumenthal
Helen Cytryn
Vivian Lea Gorlin
Joan D. Leslese
Halpern
Richard Kasner
Samuel Z. Kleiman
Nat Seefer
Meyer Cohen
Melvin L. Morris
Irving Oberstein
Olle Schliftman
Sol Stafford
Ray Weinberg
Munia Gefter
Leo Herrup
Hilda Stoll
Solomon Haas
Helen B. Karger
Charles Lasky
David Lerman
Isidore Licker
David Morris
Alma Weiler
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17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
24

Samuel Young
Anne G. Aronson
Judith Gorlin Deutsch
Alexander Krausz
Clara Bereano
Albert Lett
Jack Locke
Israel Silberkleit
Samuel Breindel
Dorothy Kleiman
Julius Meltzer
Max Friedman
Max Halperin
Arthur Herbstman
Meta Strauss
Benjamin Rettich
Gertrude Fuhrman
Adele Greenglass
Jeannette Small
Beatrice R. Bennett
Oscar Greenberg
Elizabeth Levy
Lillian A. Ripps
Morris F. Rothberg
Adrienne Semmel

25
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
30

Daniel Chazen
Rita Gefter
Eugene I. Weiler
Belle S. Bloomfield
Elizabeth N. London
Rebeka Pinhas Levi
Dr. David Borak
Melvin L.
Glauberman
Irmgard Hermann
Isadore Jacobs
Herman Waill
Morris Caplan
Martin Cohen
Alice Spirer
Dr. Benjamin
Diamond
Henry L. Grunbaum
Valentina
Krasnopolsky
Kate Lubell
Dr. Rudolf Radna
Arthur Karger
Julius L. Lubell
Benjamin Wendrow

Condolences

To

On the loss of

Rosemary Aronson

Senior Aronson, beloved husband

Kathy Karpin, Bernard Block, Beatrice Block,
Daniel, Jacob, William, Francis, Hayley, Mark

Ruth Block, beloved mother, grandmother, long-		
time member

Richard Meisler

Larry Meisler, beloved brother

Dr. Frederick Schweitzer, Elyse Jenkins,
Manfred Schweitzer

Jacqueline Schweitzer, beloved wife, mother,
stepmother, long-time member

Teperman and Feinberg Families

Marge Teperman, beloved family member

Social Action
September brings the Jewish New Year, with opportunities for new
beginnings. The Social Action Committee invites everyone to join in
at least one or more of Riverdale Temple’s social action initiatives.
September 14: We shall meet from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. to plan
overall social action activities and connections within the temple
and outside within the larger community. Everyone is welcome to
come and bring ideas. We invite you to become a member of the
Social Action Committee.
September 21: The People’s Climate March, coordinated by
RJCRC and the Riverdale Y. To obtain more information, please
contact Lori Kurlander at lkurlander@RiveraleY.org. For general
information, go to peoplesclimate.org and greenfaith.org.
September 21: Delivery of Riverdale Temple’s grocery donations
to the KRMH Pantry at 11:45 a.m.
Rosh Hashanah–Yom Kippur Grocery Collection: On Rosh
Hashanah you will receive a grocery bag with handles for our
special Jewish New Year collection for the KRMH Pantry. Please

bring back the filled grocery bags around Yom Kippur. Items
needed include healthful soups, hot/cold cereals, canned fish/meat,
vegetables, fruits, spaghetti sauce, rice, pasta in boxes, canned
beans, and evaporated milk. (No matzohs, please.)
We need additional volunteers and cars/vans on October 19 to
help bring all the special donations to the KRMH Pantry at the
Church of the Mediator, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Wishing everyone a sweet and healthy 5775!
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee
CSAIR Shoe Collection: Until September 19, CSAIR is
conducting a shoe collection of men’s, women’s and children’s
usable shoes: athletic shoes, dress shoes, work boots, sandals,
heels, and flats. Shoes should be in good condition. The CSAIR
collection box is at the lower lobby entrance of Henry Hudson
Parkway and 250th Street. No winter boots, skates, blades, flipflops, slippers, or singles will be accepted.

High Holy Days Service Schedule

Selichot* Program and Service
Sat.

Sept. 20		 7:30 p.m.

Erev Yom Kippur
Fri.

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Yom Kippur

Wed.

Sat.

Sept. 24		 8:00 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day I
Thurs.

Oct. 3		

8:00 p.m.

Oct. 4		

10:00 a.m.

Family Service*

1:30 p.m.

Afternoon and Yizkor*

3:30 p.m.

Sept. 25		 10:00 a.m.
Family Service*

1:30 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day II*
Fri.

Sept. 26		 10:00 a.m.

*Service open to the community
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