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Riverdale Temple
y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi
From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Sept. 1
Sept. 8
Sept. 15

Vol. 71

September 2017 (5777–5778)

Fridays

Sept. 22
Sept. 29

7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
8:00 p.m. Erev Yom Kippur Service

Sept. 2
Sept. 9
Sept. 16
Sept. 23
Sept. 30

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:00 a.m. Yom Kippur Service

Saturdays

High Holy Days Services

(see p. 11 for details)
Sat., Sept. 16, Selichot
Wed., Sept. 20, Erev Rosh Hashanah
Thurs., Sept. 21, Rosh Hashanah Morning 1
Family and Children’s Service
Fri., Sept. 22, Rosh Hashanah Morning 2
Fri., Sept. 29, Kol Nidre Service
Sat., Sept. 30, Yom Kippur Morning
Family and Children’s Service
Afternoon Service with Yizkor

No. 1

The Rabbi’s Column
Judaism’s New Year Resolution
Welcome back from summer! I hope that everyone is feeling energized and
ready to take on the new year!
Of course, we have more than one new year. January first is one new
year, and Rosh Hashanah is another. But we also have the beginning of
the school year, and even for people who work in an office, there are busy
seasons and light seasons.
A friend of mine edits textbooks, and she called me about a book for
second graders about holidays around the world. The section on Israel said
that people celebrate their new year in early fall by making new year’s
resolutions. “Is that true?” asked my friend. Well, yes and no.
Rosh Hashanah, Judaism’s new year, is about making changes, but
not necessarily the ones we think about when we think of New Year’s
resolutions. According to the Huffington Post, the most popular New
Year’s Resolutions in 2016 were, in order, (1) Live life to the fullest, (2)
Live a healthier lifestyle, (3) Lose weight, and (4) Spend more time with
family and friends. Certainly, these can be part of our Rosh Hashanah
improvements, but the Jewish new year demands we make other important
changes as well.
Judaism demands that we make a resolution for the new year. There is
only one resolution, and it is the same for everyone. Rosh Hashanah is
not only a time of changing calendars and having family gatherings. It is
not only time to become healthier or enjoy ourselves more. It is nothing
less than the time to think about why we exist, what is important about
existence, and how we can live so as to embody what is important in life. It
is a time to face up to who we really are, to look in the mirror and confront
ourselves, to strengthen our good qualities and eradicate the bad. Our one
Jewish resolution is to make ourselves the best possible people we can be.
That may involve living a healthier lifestyle, it may involve spending
more time with family and friends, but it also may involve apologizing to
people you have hurt over the past year, and it may involve a resolution to
come to synagogue more often. Judaism does not separate our religious life
from our family life, our work life, or our leisure time. It is all a part of a
whole, and it all should be infused with a desire to be better.
Because Judaism requires the same resolution every year, it often takes
the form of a recommitment. We recommit to being kinder, spending
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

10th of Elul 5777
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

1

12th of Elul 5777

13th of Elul 5777
Labor Day
Building and
offices closed

19th of Elul 5777
9:30 am Social
Action Committee
meeting

4
20th of Elul 5777

10

11

26th of Elul 5777
9:30 am Religious
School begins
11:00 am Beginning
of the Year BBQ

27th of Elul 5777

17

18

4th of Tishri 5778
9:30 am Religious
School

24

5th of Tishri 5778

25

16th of Elul 5777

5
21st of Elul 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner

12
28th of Elul 5777
4:00 pm Hebrew School

19
6th of Tishri 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School

26

17th of Elul 5777
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

6

22nd of Elul 5777
7:30 pm WRJ
Meeting

7

23rd of Elul 5777
7:30 pm Board of Trustees
Meeting

13
29th of Elul 5777
Erev Rosh Hashanah
8:00 pm Services

20
7th of Tishri 5778

27

8
24th of Elul 5777
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
Service, followed by
potluck dinner
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

14

15

22

29

10th of Tishri 5778
Yom Kippur
10:00 am Yom Kippur
Morning Service
1:30 pm Yom Kippur
Family and Children’s
Service (free, tickets
required)
3:00 pm Yom Kippur
Afternoon Service, with
Yizkor (free, tickets
required)
7:00 pm Break-Fast
following services 30

2nd of Tishri 5778
Rosh Hashanah Day 2
10:00 am Rosh
Hashanah Day 2
Service (free, tickets
required)
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

8th of Tishri 5778

9th of Tishri 5778
Erev Yom Kippur
8:00 pm Kol Nidre
Service

28

25th of Elul 5777
Parashat NitzavimVayeilech
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
7:30 pm Selichot
Program and Service
16
3rd of Tishri 5778
Parashat Ha’Azinu
Shabbat Shuva
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush
following service;
Chavurah Study
Group afterward 23

1st of Tishri 5778
Rosh Hashanah Day 1
10:00 am Rosh Hashanah
Day 1 Service
12:30 pm Taschlich
1:30 pm Rosh Hashanah
Family and Children’s
Service (free, tickets required)
2:30 pm Children’s Taschlich
21

18th of Elul 5777
Parashat Ki Tavo
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush
following service
7:30 pm Havdalah
Service; Wine, Cheese
& Karaoke
9

September

3

15th of Elul 5777

14th of Elul 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner

11th of Elul 5777
Parashat Ki Teitzei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush
following service
2

more time with those we love, giving tzedakah. We recommit to
supporting the synagogue, learning about Judaism, and bringing
peace and justice into the world. We recommit to being better
Jews, which is the same as being better people.
None of this is easy, which is why we need plenty of time to
do it. Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are only the climax of a
process that begins long before. Of course, we prepare ourselves
with Selichot, this year on September 16. But the process begins
even earlier. This year, the month of Elul began on August 22 and
August 23. The month is dedicated to preparing ourselves for the
High Holidays.
In a traditional synagogue, morning prayers during the month
of Elul include the sound of the shofar. This is a reminder that our
time is limited. The High Holidays approach, and we have a great
deal to do! It is not easy to become a better person, but we have an
instruction book. The Torah tells us what we should do and how
we should act. To be a better person, in traditional language, is to
be a person who cleaves to Gd.

Is this the kind of language that still makes sense to us? It depends
on how you define “Gd.” I believe that Gd is the source of all that is
sacred in the world, and by recommitting to Gd, I am recommitting
to a world of beauty, joy, and meaning. Some say the name of the
month, Elul, is an acronym (in Hebrew) for the famous line in Song
of Songs “I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.”
Our resolution for the High Holidays is to love Gd. To love Gd
is to embrace the holiness of the world. And to embrace holiness is
to be people who know what is truly important in the world, and do
our best to embody that knowledge with everything we do. Then
truly we will be better people.
May 5778 be the year in which we finally manage to be the
people we were always meant to be—children of Gd and a holy
nation.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
L’Shanah Tovah Tikateivu—May you be written for a good and
sweet year!
A few weeks ago I returned from a wonderful trip to Israel, my
homeland. I had not been to Israel for the past three years, and I
missed my loving family, friends, and its wonderful atmosphere.
I was born there, grew up there, served in its armed forces, and
gloried in its achievements. Of course, I was aware and continue to
be aware of the many problems that Israel faces, externally as well
as internally. I am, quite understandably, particularly concerned
about the fact that the women in Israel, women laity and women
clergy, who have been trying for a long time to achieve equality
of opportunity and professional status, have actually lost much of
what they had previously gained. Nevertheless, when I consider the
totality of what Israel has been, what it is, and what it stands for,
I am confident that it will overcome these problems and become,
indeed, an Or Lagoyim—a showcase to the nations.
I returned to my adopted country, the United States of America,
to find that it too was embroiled in the midst of many problems:
economic, political, and, especially, social. I was very much
surprised by the march of the neo-Nazis and white supremacists,
who stand for an America that is not authentic, and this can only
hurt all groups, minority as well as majority. With my background
and my studies, I know that I must struggle for the rights of all
people, all groups, regardless of their race, religion, or gender, to

achieve in America what so many people have already achieved in
Israel, mainly the right of self-determination and self-sufficiency.
Our Holy Days are approaching. They are days when we are told
that each individual is judged by God for his or her shortcomings
during the past year. This very thought emboldens me to state
that this is a wonderful time for all of us to recognize that the
shortcomings of one individual, or one group, are the shortcomings
of an entire people, and that to overcome these shortcomings is
really the task of these Holy Days. These are days when all of us,
in accordance with our tradition, can confess our sins and achieve
absolution for them. But we can do this only if we understand
the two major maxims of these High Holy Days. First, according
to our tradition, sins between a human being and God can be
automatically forgiven on Yom Kippur day. But, second, sins of
one human being against another human being are not forgiven
automatically; they cannot be forgiven until the person who has
committed them has achieved absolution from the person he or she
has offended.
With all these thoughts in mind, as the Days of Awe approach, it
is my hope and prayer that we, as Jews, and we, as Americans, can
band together to form a greater unity for the sake of our country,
for the sake of our faith, and for the sake of God.
Bivrachah—with blessings,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
As the summer ends and we gear up for the High Holidays, Dr.
Rachel Radna and I want to extend our best wishes to all of you
and our hope that the coming year will be one of good health, great
joy, and much accomplishment for you and your loved ones.
As members of the Pulpit & Ritual Committee of Riverdale
Temple, we are especially interested in finding out from you
all the things you like most, like least, and would like to see
changed about our ritual services—for Shabbat and for holidays.

At meetings we often hear someone relate that “people don’t like
X or don’t like Y,” but we never quite know if “people” means
that one person didn’t like something or that many didn’t. We also
cannot know if the person who may have had a complaint is being
quoted or paraphrased quite accurately. When all is said and done,
we cannot rely on hearsay or a very random sampling of tastes.
What a given individual dislikes may, in fact, be something that
fifty other people like best. So, we really need to hear directly
from you about how YOU feel.
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Is there too much English in the service? Is there too much
Hebrew? Is the service too long? Is it too short? What are your
thoughts about the sermons? About the discussions of the Torah
portions? Is there too much music? Too little? Is the style of the
music to your liking? Is there too little lay participation? Too
much? Does the service correspond to YOUR idea of a Reform
Jewish service? What, if anything, would you like to see changed?
And please let us know if you are happy with our services just as
they are. We are not looking to make changes for the sake of change.

We just want to know that our congregants are getting what they
want and need from attending services at Riverdale Temple.
As chair of the Pulpit & Ritual Committee, Dr. Ronna Weber
will be most grateful to receive your comments in response to this
request. You may email her at rhweberphd@aol.com. Please rest
assured that we will keep all of your responses strictly confidential.
We thank you very much in advance for your participation and
assistance.
—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

Simcha Learning Center
We are excited to start the new year at the Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin Religious School with a new program, the Simcha Learning
Center. The Simcha Learning Center offers a connection with our Jewish heritage and a bridge to our future. Experience our new creative
and engaging curriculum, in which all children ages 5 and up and their families are welcome and will be inspired by our new monthly
programs focusing on Jewish holidays, our innovative Torah and Hebrew program, and our relevant and inspirational values and social
action opportunities. Our students will connect to the warmth and joy Judaism has to offer with engaging learning opportunities that
emphasize music, arts, social action, Israel, Torah study, and a hands-on curriculum such as a schoolwide challah bake, Jewish song
festival, family Sukkah shack, and visiting and singing at a senior center.
We recognize the uniqueness and diversity of all of our learners, and together with our nurturing educational team and the clergy, we
are here to get to know each child and family and be a part of your Jewish journey. We will come together as a community, make new
friendships, sustain old ones, and explore all that Judaism has to offer educationally, spiritually, and socially.
—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist
The Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin Religious School

SIMCHA LEARNING CENTER AT RIVERDALE TEMPLE
Welcomes Families with Children
Kindergarten through Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Nurturing a Jewish Heart and a Kind Soul

Are you looking for an engaging community for your family? A place
that focuses on embracing diversity? A place where your children are
enriched by meaningful, fun-filled Jewish learning experiences? Our
program emphasizes the importance of students loving the activities,
finding meaning in our traditions, making friends, and fostering their
Jewish identity.
Riverdale Temple is a progressive, welcoming, multigenerational Reform
congregation. Building a personal connection to our Jewish heritage, the
Simcha Learning Center offers:
• a warm, engaging, and welcoming environment
• nurturing teachers
• meaningful hands-on holiday events
• individualized Hebrew education
• creative music and art programs
• exciting family celebrations

We believe each person’s
journey is unique and look
forward to accompanying your
family on your Jewish journey.

For more information,
please contact Judy Weinberg
at jweinberg@riverdaletemple.org.

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat—An Opportunity to Share!
Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with our
congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner.

Tot Shabbat Services

During the school year, Tot Shabbat services usually take place twice a month on Friday (see the
calendar on p. 2, as times and frequencies vary). This month there is one Tot Shabbat, on September
15. These special services are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing
and guitar playing. They are family friendly and appropriate for all ages, especially children five years
old and younger. For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food allergies
and kashrut observance (all dishes will be labeled), but if you have specific concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at
michelleroos@gmail.com.
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Bulletin Board
September Events

Social Action Committee Meeting
WRJ Meeting
Board of Trustees Meeting
Beginning of the Year Barbecue

Sept. 10
Sept. 13
Sept. 14
Sept. 17

See pp. 2, 11 for schedule of Selichot, Rosh Hashanah, and Yom
Kippur services.

Upcoming in October

Help Build the Sukkah
Social Action Committee Food Donations
Delivery to KRMH Pantry
How to Create an Ethical Will Class begins
WRJ Lunch in the Sukkah
Liturgical Hebrew Class begins
Haftarah Chanting Class begins

Oct. 1
Oct. 1
Oct. 3
Oct. 8
Oct. 17
Oct. 18

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Congratulations!

Margaret and Michael Griffel, on the birth of
granddaughter Emma Faye Griffel, daughter of Dr.
Marjorie Zauderer and David S. Griffel
Helen and Tom Krim, on the birth of granddaughter
Nora Mae Newman, daughter of Julia Krim
Newman and Jon Newman
Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
September 15 You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).
Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3
Rabbi
4

Cantor
Simcha Learning Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

5
6
7
8
9

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
ushmm.org/resourcecenter, click on Holocaust Survivors
and Victims Resource Center to complete the form. Contact
information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource
Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-4886112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org.

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot
program in the Bronx. We can now recycle our food scraps.
Please observe the different signs on the garbage receptacles
and put throwaways in the proper container. We are pioneers
in a wonderful program—please join the effort in caring for
our environment. Thank you!

If you need transportation to and/or from services at the temple, please call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1,
to make arrangements.
The Bulletin: Vol. 71, No. 1, September 2017. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
It has been an incredibly busy summer. We had our
first summer camp in many years. The children
all had a wonderful time. We had farm animals
visiting, the Balloon Rebbe creating balloon
animals, and our wonderful music teacher, Shara
Yolkut, singing with the children. AnnMarie
Melia, Robin Meyiri, and Lorena Hildago were
our amazing teachers. And we were so fortunate to have delightful
teenage volunteers. We are already planning for next year.
Teachers have been in school all summer working on their
classrooms, making them beautiful and welcoming for the new
school year. The teachers at Riverdale Temple Nursery School are
truly amazing!! We are all so excited for the school year to begin
and see our delightful children and families!

This year we are starting a new Mommy and Me Program. Our
wonderful Cristin Messinger, mommy of Lavender, Noralynn,
Mackenzie, Amelia, and Hannah, is leading this program. She has
also been tending to our delicious garden all summer!!! There will
be two classes: a class for crawlers and a class for walkers.

We are very excited about a new room we are calling The Open
Space. It is Room 301. It will be a room where children can work
with art materials, build with blocks and manipulatives, and
explore materials. We want it to be a room of discovery. It will
be magical to have this extra room for child-directed play. We are
sharing it with the Jewish Education Program. It is so wonderful
that we are all working together.

Extended Kiddush
An Extended Kiddush each week follows Shabbat morning
services. The temple provides bagels and cream cheese.
People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to
enhance the Kiddush, such as tuna salad, egg salad, hummus,
or anything you would like to make (dairy only, please). You
might want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate
a yahrzeit, or just show off your culinary
talent (or shopping ability). You could
also make a donation to the Extended
Kiddush Fund. Call the office to let us
know if you will be contributing to the
Kiddush so we can plan properly.

Recapture the joy of reading through the JBI Library for
visually impaired, blind, and reading-disabled individuals,
all provided free of charge and delivered to your
doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org.

We are also going to have a Parent Support Group this year. Parenting
is hard work and we want our families to have a safe space to ask
questions, share their thoughts, and be a part of a community.
We had our annual Before School Picnic at Seton Park on August
27, which included singing by our music teacher, Shara Yolkut.
On September 6 at 7:00 p.m., the Nursery School will have Parent
Orientation. Parents will meet the teachers, meet other parents,
learn what their child’s curriculum will be, and about all the
wonderful events Riverdale Temple Nursery School is planning
for the school year.
On September 15, we will have an Ice Cream Social at 3:00 p.m.
at the playground (Social Hall in case of rain). All are welcome!
This year we have a new event, a Harvest Fair on October 15.
Classes will have tables with crafts, and of course there will be
food. It will be from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Please come and bring
your friends and family!
Please know that my door is always open! If you have questions or
concerns or ways to make our school better, I would love to hear
your ideas.
We know it is going to be a wonderful 2017–2018 school year!
“Sometimes, I’ve believed as many as six impossible things before
breakfast.” Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll
—Linda Herman, Director

To My Fellow Congregants

Now that we have a sufficient supply of our new prayer books
for our Shabbat and Festival services, I am eager to activate the
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund to purchase new
books for the High Holy Days services. I’m sure you will agree
that the books presently being used for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur are becoming outdated and difficult to follow. I will
donate seed money, but your contributions are needed so that
we can reach our new goal of purchasing enough new books in
time for the 2018 High Holy Days season.

We also desperately need more copies of the new Plaut
Commentary books, and the Book Fund will aim to cover this
cost as well. Contributions to the Book Fund can be made if
you are sending in a donation to the temple for any reason. I
ask that you please think of the Book Fund and help us reach
our goal to afford new High Holy Days prayer books and new
Plaut Commentaries for our Torah discussions. We are planning
to have an indicator in the lobby showing our progress. Please
be a part of this fundraising effort. I thank you in advance, and I
look forward to a successful outcome.
—Dorothy Kay
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
We are looking forward to an exciting year at WRJ and hope you
will join us! Our first meeting is Wednesday, September 13, at 7:30
p.m. in the West Lounge.
The year always starts with a “BANG”! On Sunday, October 8,
WRJ will have our annual “Lunch in the Sukkah” fundraiser and
the following month on Sunday, November 19, we will be hosting
our Crafts and Fair Trade Holiday Gift Fair.
WRJ’s mission is to cultivate a sense of community among the
women in our temple, and through our fundraising activities to
celebrate holidays with friends and families. (We are so thrilled
that WRJ has been able to continue our annual gift of $10,000
to Riverdale Temple.) Recently, women’s issues have been the
focal point in many political debates, and we, as women, cannot
stand by quietly. There are many important issues that are affecting

our families’ day-to-day lives. For these reasons, we would like
our WRJ to participate in more social action events. We are
considering participating in various local and national events.
Some projects that are under consideration are: “Women of the
Wall”; “Registering One Million Voters”; creating/participating in
a lecture series; and viewing films such as “Equal Means Equal”
and “She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry.” This list is only an
example, and if you are involved with an organization that you
believe WRJ should know more about, please let us know.
If you haven’t received any correspondence from us, please let
Joanne know (jheyman@weichert.com), and if you would like to
host an Oneg or Extended Kiddush, kindly let us know. We look
forward to seeing you on September 13.
—Eugenia Zakharov and Joanne Heyman, Co-Presidents

Men’s Club
“The kids are alright,” or are they? It has been more than half
a century since Pete Townsend recorded the famed tune with
his band The Who. This song, which became an anthem for a
generation of rockers throughout the world, was about a young
man trying to figure out right from wrong, obligation, faithfulness,
and dedication to a cause, while growing into adulthood with all
the responsibilities that accompany this transition. The message
in this song was that, despite all the uncertainties and with all the
youthful mistakes that were made, the young man turned out to be
alright in the end.
While it can be argued that times were a bit simpler in 1965 than
they are today, there are many similarities between those days and
what we are experiencing now: The United States was embroiled
in civil disobedience activities from its citizens resulting from the
growing dissatisfaction with the “status quo,” including racism
and the inequality of life in America at that time; the emerging
military conflict in Southeast Asia; the race among superpowers to
build rockets capable of landing on the moon; white supremacists
attacking freedom marchers in Selma, Alabama. Health care was an
issue as Medicare was established to offer health care benefits to all
Americans; concern over voting rights was a key issue as the Voting
Rights Act was established to make it possible for all citizens to
participate in general elections; and Bob Dylan created controversy
by playing an electric guitar at the Newport folk festival.

Much has changed since 1965 as well. We now communicate
via texting and email rather than speaking “face to face” or on
the telephone. Many social activities have been replaced by the
isolation of playing video games and watching fantasy shows
on the computer or television that have no connection to reality.
Participation in family, community or religious life is on the decline
and the percentage of people claiming any religious affiliation has
reached a nadir.
However, just as the protagonist in the song made it through the
difficult times, we too must overcome the trials and tribulations of
the present time. How is this to be achieved? For us, the members
of the Riverdale Temple community, the answer may well be in
more active participation in our temple life. As participating
members of the Riverdale Temple community, we maintain our
strong connection to Jewish history, Jewish wisdom, and the
celebration of Jewish holidays and life cycle events. We also
respect the diversity of our membership and share an intellectual
curiosity for each other’s heritage and history.
I urge each one reading this to attend a Shabbat service and invite a
friend to attend with you, so they too can see what we are all about.
Shabbat Services are held Friday evening, usually at 7:00 p.m.,
and Saturday morning, beginning at 10:30 a.m.
B’Shalom.

—Steve Rosenfeld, President

The Men’s Club is looking at a complete reevaluation of purpose in order to become a more effective and impactful member organization
here at RT. Therefore, as president of the organization, I am asking for input from the congregation at large for any ideas or thoughts they
may have, and for their continued participation in the changing organization that we may become. —Steve Rosenfeld

It’s a party! It’s an auction! It’s a fundraiser!

We are planning our Auction for Action, to be held on Saturday evening, November 4, 2017 (see p. 11). Please save that date to
attend this exciting event at which we will celebrate Dr. Rachel Radna, our extraordinary president (2008–2016) and co-president
(2016–, with Dr. L. Michael Griffel), with music, dancing, good food, and drink—plus an auction!
Do you have a service or suitable item you can donate? Do you know a vendor or manufacturer who can make a donation
to this event? Or, would you like to make a cash donation? If so, please contact Susan Birnbaum or Rochelle Greenfield at
rivtempleauction@gmail.com.
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Adult Education
Boruch Haba. Welcome back to the news about
adult education opportunities for the 2017–2018
learning year at Riverdale Temple.

Rabbi Gardner’s Courses

Lunch and Learn begins promptly even before
Rosh Hashanah on September 5. This class will
meet on Tuesdays at noon in the conference
room all year. The subject of the course will be
“The Prophets” or Nevi’im (in the Hebrew). In this class on Bible
study, we will be learning about Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and some of the 12 minor prophets.
Rabbi Gardner is a wonderful storyteller and will help the era come
alive for you, an era in which the prophets were among the Jewish
people. Discussions are always lively and thought provoking.
How to Create an Ethical Will: Starting October 3, from 6:00 to
7:00 p.m., through December. This class will meet every Tuesday
evening.

when it is due to be read. What a great culmination to your study!
I have never learned to chant Haftarah, and this is a challenge too
good to pass up. I will take the course. Come take it, too. This class
will start on Wednesday, October 18.
Please let the cantor know in September of your interest in
registering for either of her classes. If so, please email the cantor
at cantorsharrettsinger@riverdaletemple.org

YIVO Jewish Culture Series

We plan to have three lectures this year and ask you to save these
dates: December 10, March 18, and June 3. They are on Sunday
afternoons at 2:00 p.m. and are open to all. More about them in
the next issue.
Please remember to check our website at www.riverdaletemple.org
to learn about other adult education events that will take place
periodically. And, of course, check each issue of the Riverdale
Temple Bulletin to learn about new updates.
—Yvette Marrin. Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee
****

Cantor Sharett-Singer’s Courses

Liturgical Hebrew is designed to enable our congregants to read
the prayers and blessings of our services and rituals. The course
is very individualized so that Cantor Sharett-Singer is even able
to teach students who are reading at a beginner’s level. Each
class will also provide opportunities to practice speaking modern
Hebrew. Tuition is $125.00 for each of the six-week cycles, which
conclude in May. The first cycle begins on Tuesday, October 17,
at 7:30 p.m.
Haftarah Chanting: Have you wanted to learn how to chant
Haftarah? Cantor Sharett-Singer will teach this free class to those
of you who take on the challenge of picking a Haftarah of your
choice, first to study and then to read at services on the Shabbat

The Chavurah will meet on September 23, following the Shabbat
service and communal Kiddush. This Shabbat between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, called Shabbat Shuva, emphasizes
themes of return and repentance. With the Book of Life on our
minds, this Shabbat is especially solemn. While the service is like
all Shabbat services, there are special haftarot: selections from
Hosea and Joel. The Torah portion is Ha’Azinu, which contains
Moses’s song to the Israelites, followed by God telling Moses to
go up Mount Nebo to his final resting place. Be strong! Be strong!
And let us strengthen each other.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

Social Action
The Social Action Committee wishes everyone a sweet, healthy,
and peaceful New Year!
Sept. 10: Please come for the Social Action Committee meeting
from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the Conference Room. We shall be
planning for the 5778 year and want your ideas and participation.
Rosh Hashanah-Yom Kippur: Thanks to the donation of grocery
bags with handles from Trader Joe’s in Scarsdale, we shall
be distributing the bags with a blessing for you to fill with
nonperishable, up-to-date groceries.
As you shop for the holidays, please buy extra canned/boxed
soup, protein, pasta, rice, fruit, evaporated milk, vegetables, etc.
If you are clearing out your kitchen cabinet, be sure that food is
current.
We need volunteers to help bring all our donated grocery bags to
the KRMH pantry on October 1, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Grocery Delivery Dates for Riverdale Temple to KRMH Pantry:
Oct. 1, Nov. 19, Dec. 17; 2018: Jan. 21, Feb. 25, March 8, April
29, May 21, and June 24

Looking Ahead:

October 22: Speaker on composting and activity with the
Religious School
Oct. 13–Nov. 14: Annual new pajama collection for the Pajama
Program
April 22, 2018: Mitzvah Day 2018
We thank you for your continuing support of Riverdale
Temple’s Social Action Programs and encourage you to join in
to participate and help with one or more activities.

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Riverdale Temple is a registered nonprofit on Amazon. When doing your shopping online, log
onto Amazon Smile, and the temple will get a share of the proceeds. Use the link below in your
browser: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1869317
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Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph
Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents
Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

Shelley Ast
Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Arnold Lewis Cohen

Carole Feinberg

Rabbi Thomas A.
Gardner

Reggi and Bruce Gerber
and Family
Gerri and David
Glickenstein

In Honor

Ruth A. Loebmann

Pauline and Albert Avedon, beloved
parents

Riverdale Temple

Miriam Marcano-Bender

Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

Rabbi Gardner for my two recent
aliyahs
Lawrence Gardner, for a speedy
recovery!

Rabbi Gardner’s generosity and help
Rabbi Gardner, for officiating at the
beautiful service for Frank 		
Glickenstein

Riverdale Temple

Hermina and Daniel
Birnbaum

Rabbi Gardner and Riverdale Temple
Steve Rosenfeld, Riverdale Temple’s
2017 Student Breakfast honoree
Rabbi Gardner for Arnold’s funeral
services
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Book Fund
For my dressing the Torah

Bernice Brier

Irving Margulies, beloved father

Peter Bloustein

Jean Bloustein, beloved mother

Sandford L. Bruckner

Miriam Yohalem, beloved mother

Shelly Clark

Carole Feinberg
Karen and Rabbi Stephen
Franklin

Michael Friedman

Teri and Michael Gamble

Joanne Heyman Greene

Drs. Rachel and Richard Radna, on the
birth of grandson Julian Avi Crasta

Inge Hershkowitz

Jessica Stern

Donor

Drs. Rachel and Richard Radna
on the birth of grandson Julian Avi
Crasta
Riverdale Temple

In Memory

Dorothy Kay

Robert P. Kleinberg
Linda K. Kleinman

Leah and Henry I. Kurtz

Joyce Liskin

Thea and Dr. Robert Alfano Rita Resnick, beloved mother of
Thea Alfano
Jeanine C. and Leonard H. Frieda Blaustein, beloved mother of
Aptman
Jeanine C. Aptman

Marge Teperman, mother-in-law of
Helaine Teperman

Julia Sundheim and Walter F.
Spiegel, beloved grandmother and 		
father of Karen Franklin

Leah M. Robinson, beloved
granddaughter

Rose Friedman, beloved daughter

Philip Reaboy, beloved grandfather
of Teri Gamble
Renee Heyman, beloved mother

Margaret Ross Griffel and Anny Ross, beloved mother of
Michael Griffel
Margaret Ross Griffel

Stella and Jerry Heisner

Sylvia Gottlieb and Jeffrey Dinowitz
on the birth of grandson Joseph 		
Dean Pitek

Arthur Clark, beloved husband

Judith and Robert Golomb Samuel Hirshowitz, beloved father of
Judith Golomb

Dorothy and Joseph Kay

Sherrill Spatz and Rob
Katz and Family

Marcia Engelsher, beloved friend
Susan Fisher, beloved cousin

Alina and Rabbi Tom Gardner, on the
birth of son Israel Stephen Gardner

Steve Rosenfeld, Riverdale Temple’s
2017 Student Sponsorship honoree

Alvin Bender, beloved husband

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Ruth Feliciano Fried

Marilyn and Rubin Maloff Riverdale Temple clergy, Shelley Ast,
and Irene Brenner
Audrey Ott
Dr. Alan Rosenthal and staff
My very special Shavuot aliyah
Kathy and Daniel Roger

Steven R. Avedon

Shirley and Eric Auerbach Joseph Silverstein, beloved father of
Shirley Auerbach

Sylvia Gottlieb and Jeffrey Rabbi Gardner for the special aliyah
Dinowitz
Drs. Rachel and Richard Radna on
birth of grandson Julian Avi Crasta

Susan Kideckel

In Memory

For the honor of lifting the Torah at
Shavuot service

The birth of Drs. Rachel and Richard
Radna’s grandson Julian Avi Crasta

Merryl and Bernard
Greenwald
Dorothy Kay

Donor

Steven P. Liskin

Karl F. Ross, beloved father of 		
Margaret Ross Griffel

Jean and Harry Deutsch, beloved
parents of Stella Heisner
Erna and Abraham Heisner, beloved
parents of Jerry Heisner
David Greenblatt, beloved husband
of Inge Hershkowitz

Morley White, beloved family friend
Irene Kleinberg, beloved mother

Eleanor R. Kern, beloved mother
Benjamin Kurtz, beloved father of
Henry I. Kurtz
Rose Hindlin Kurtz, beloved mother
of Henry I. Kurtz
Elliot Liskin, beloved husband
Elliot Liskin, beloved father

Marilyn and Rubin Maloff Jeanne Snyder, beloved family friend
Gail and Harriet Martin
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Louis Schwartz, beloved father-in-law
of Harriet Martin

Donor

Gail and Harriet Martin
Richard Meisler

In Memory

Rose Schwartz, beloved mother-inlaw of Harriet Martin
Larry Meisler, beloved brother

Audrey Ott

Donor

In Memory

Renee Spath

Edna and Nathan Turtletaub, beloved
parents

Dr. Frederick Schweitzer

Steven Jay Ott, beloved son
Wallace J. Ott, beloved husband

Wendy J. Parker

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Ethel Parker Dubrov, beloved
grandmother

Marianne Weissman
Laurie and Richard
Whitehill

Marilyn and Emil Propper Clara Propper, beloved mother of
Emil Propper
Adele and Amy Richter

Kathy and Daniel Roger

Marcia Engelsher, beloved friend

Camilla Roger, beloved mother of
Daniel Roger
Elysse Gabrielle Roger, beloved
daughter

Paul Rosenberg
Marc. H. Sawyer

Betty Rosenberg, beloved mother
Joseph Sawyer, beloved father
Sara Sawyer, beloved mother

To
Eileen and Bryan Bowden, Samantha and Jordan
Roseanne Klein
Arkady Krutkovich
Sandra Sandler and Stephanie Sandler

Karina and Robert Zolt

Judith Zucker

Jacqueline Schweitzer, beloved wife

Carrie Blumenthal, beloved mother
Murray Goldberg, beloved husband
Gene Weissman, beloved son

Melville C. Levene, beloved father
of Laurie R. Whitehill

Philip Hoffman-Levene, beloved 		
brother of Laurie R. Whitehill

Abraham Zolt, beloved father of
Robert Zolt

Pearl Zolt, beloved mother of Robert
Zolt
Mildred Jaffe, beloved mother
Walter Jaffe, beloved father

Condolences

On the loss of
Caryl Klein, beloved mother, mother-in-law, grandmother
Paul Klein, beloved husband
Gilya Krutkovich, beloved father
Andrew Sandler, beloved son and brother

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: September Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
7
8
8
8
8
8

Norman Baron
Millard Joseph Bleier
Milton Gordon
Pauline Kalinowsky
Ethel Wolf Miller
Julius Richman
Benjamin Silverman
Jack Bross
Marcel Kwal
Bea Rosberg
Seymour Schneider
Anna Tauber
Robert Benenson
Jack Grushoff
Warren Raynes
Joseph Eisen
Diane Stern
Jean Deutsch
Pauline Fox
Max Grossman
Mary Kenig
Mildred Martin
Howard Pobliner
Esther G. Rosenberg
Morris Sandler
Dr. David Stolzenberg
Constance Spath Osach
Irving I. Appel
Helen C. Barkin
Bertha Wormser Crager
Alexander Haines
Johanna Jelin

9
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14

Charles Lasky
Anita Rosenblatt
Richard Simmons
Meta Strauss
Dora Baron
Yetta Bennett
Gerard M. Bloomfield
Ruth Fox Blumenthal
Helen Cytryn
Joan D. Leslese Halpern
Harry Hartman
Richard Kasner
Helen Arzt
Meyer Cohen
Ethel Epstein
Anna Guenzig
Alan Richman
Olle Schliftman
Sidney Leichter
Mae Mendlinger
Jack Wiener
Simon Giserman
Conrad I. Haber
David Lerman
Frances Perchick
Alma Weiler
Samuel Young
Anne G. Aronson
Vivian Lea Gorlin
Samuel Z. Kleiman
Alexander Krausz
Isidore Licker

14
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
18
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
22
22
22
22

Nat Seefer
Albert Lett
Melvin L. Morris
Irving Oberstein
Sol Stafford
Ray Weinberg
Munia Gefter
Leo Herrup
Julius Meltzer
Max Friedman
Solomon Haas
Max Halper
Arthur Herbstman
Helen B. Karger
David Morris
Judith Gorlin Deutsch
Clara Dancis Bereano
Gertrude Fuhrman
Jack Locke
Israel Silberkleit
Jeannette Small
Samuel Breindel
Oscar Greenberg
Dorothy Kleiman
Elizabeth Levy
Lillian A. Ripps
Morris F. Rothberg
Eugene I. Weiler
Belle S. Bloomfield
Rebeka Pinhas Levi
Benjamin Rettich
Henry Vogelhut
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23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
30
30
30
30

Melvin L. Glauberman
Adele Greenglass
Isadore Jacobs
Herman Waill
Harold Auerbach
Beatrice R. Bennett
Yakov Dechter
Adrienne Semmel
Alice Spirer
Daniel Chazen
Dr. Benjamin Diamond
Rita Gefter
Elizabeth N. London
Benjamin Wendrow
Dr. David Borak
Irmgard Hermann
Julia Hollander
Morris Caplan
Martin Cohen
David Mark Fried
Henry L. Grunbaum
Valentina Krasnopolsky
Isaac Liebowitz
Kate Lubell
Gene Offenbach
Olga F. Prince
Dr. Rudolf Radna
Joseph Ackner
Lillian Libby Fine
Arthur Karger
Julius L. Lubell

Riverdale Temple
Schedule of Services 2017/5778
Selichot Program and Service

Sat.,

Sept. 16, 7:30 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah Service*
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Service*
Family and Children’s Service (free to public)
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Service (free to public)

Wed.,
Thurs.,
Thurs.,
Fri.,

Sept. 20, 8:00 p.m.
Sept. 21, 10:00 a.m.
Sept. 21, 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 22, 10:00 a.m.

Kol Nidre*
Yom Kippur Morning*
Family and Children’s Service (free to public)
Afternoon Service with Yizkor (free to public)

Fri.,
Sat.,
Sat.,
Sat.,

Sept. 29, 8:00 p.m.
Sept. 30, 10:00 a.m.
Sept. 30, 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 30, 3:00 p.m.

*Tickets are required for all Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services and are nontransferable.
Services in bold are open to members and guests only.
Join your Riverdale Temple family as we come together for our Yom Kippur
Break-the-Fast traditional dairy meal immediately following Yom Kippur

services on Saturday evening, September 30. Look for reservation/payment
forms in the coming weeks.

May you be inscribed and sealed for a wonderful year ahead!

BBQ

BEGINNING OF THE YEAR

D
e FOO
for th
Come

Stay to meet new
FRIEN DS and old

Save	
  the	
  Date!	
  

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 17

11 a.m.-1 p.m

Playground

(ballroom in case of rain)

For a glittering Gala & Auction
to honor Dr. Rachel Radna

Our beloved Riverdale Temple President of 10 years

Saturday Evening
November 4, 2017 @ 7:00 p.m.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE COMMUNITY

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

sign up via email
administrator@riverdaletemple.org

Mark your calendar for a sparkling night
of love, fun, good food, and good friends.
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Riverdale Temple
4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE
BRONX, NY 10471
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Riverdale Temple

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
Email: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
Rabbi of the Congregation
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Co-Presidents of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna
Dr. L. Michael Griffel
Nursery School Executive Director
Linda Herman
Bulletin Editor
Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.
Bulletin Proofreaders
Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,
Sylvia Gottlieb, L. Michael Griffel,
Olivia Koppell, Ruth Loebmann

Cantor of the Congregation
Inbal Sharett-Singer
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