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Riverdale Temple
y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi
From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Sept. 4
Sept. 11
Sept. 18
Sept. 25

Fridays*
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

*Times for Shabbat Eve Services will change as of
October 16.
Sept. 5
Sept. 12
Sept. 19
Sept. 26

Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

High Holy Day Services
(see p. 11 for complete schedule)

Selichot Program and Service, Sept. 5
Rosh Hashanah Evening Service, Sept. 13
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Service, Sept. 14
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Services, Sept. 15
Kol Nidre, Tues., Sept. 22
Yom Kippur Service, Sept. 23
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Introducing Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner

Rabbi Gardner was born and raised in New York
City. He was ordained in 2008 by Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York City.
He is the recipient of its Sarah and Samuel Chernick
Memorial Prize in Halakhic Literature and the David
G. Sacks Scholarship Prize. Rabbi Gardner also has an
M.A.H.L. from Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute
of Religion, an M.A. from the University of Michigan,
and a B.A. from Oberlin College.
Rabbi Gardner is married to Alina Vogelhut Gardner. The Gardners are
the parents of a young baby girl. They became part of the Riverdale Temple
family in July.

The Rabbi’s Column
How wonderful it is to be writing my first bulletin article for Riverdale
Temple! I have met many new people since I arrived on July 1, but there are
many members of our congregation I have not yet met. Some people I have
met only briefly, and I look forward to getting to know them. I am very excited
about being in Riverdale and joining the list of rabbis who have served here.
To be a rabbi is to be an employee of the congregation, but it is also more
than that. We all need to connect to our religion at times of transition, both
at joyful moments and moments of sorrow. For many people, the rabbi is
the one who helps you find your link to that connection. Your past rabbis
have been your companions through illness and at weddings, at births, and
at deaths. They have taught you Torah and been there in times of trouble.
With a little seichel and a little knowledge of our vast heritage of study, I
will try to do as well as my predecessors.
I can never take the place of rabbis of the past, nor would I want to do
so. I cannot be the rabbi of Riverdale Temple of 1955, 1982, or even 2014.
The synagogue changes, our lives change, and Judaism changes as well.
The past few hundred years have been a time of tremendous transition for
Judaism in general. Since Jews have begun to be accepted in society, there
have been changes and upheavals in Judaism. Reform Judaism is one of the
most visible elements of that change, but there is no branch of Judaism that
has been unchanged by modernity. It is extremely exciting to be here, in this
very Jewish neighborhood, at the cutting edge of that change.
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continued on p. 3

14 Tishri 5776
Erev Sukkot
9:00 am Building the
Sukkah
9:30 pm Religious School
11:30 am KRMH Food
delivery
27

20

7 Tishri 5776
9:30 am Religious School
Open House
10:30 am Social Action
Committee Meeting

15 Tishri 5776
Sukkot 1
No Nursery
School
28

21

8 Tishri 5776
Nursery School

14

1 Tishri 5776
Rosh Hashanah
Day 1
10:00 am Rosh
Hashanah Service
1:30 pm Family
and Children’s
Service (open to
public)

29 Elul 5775
Rosh Hashanah Eve
10:30 am Men’s Club
meeting
8:00 pm Rosh Hashanah
Service

13

7

23 Elul 5775
Labor Day
Building and
offices closed

Monday

6

22 Elul 5775
Labor Day Holiday
Weekend

Sunday

1

16 Tishri 5776
Sukkot 2
No Nursery School
29

22

9 Tishri 5776
Kol Nidre
No Nursery School
8:00 pm Kol Nidre Service

15

2 Tishri 5776
Rosh Hashanah Day 2
10:00 am Rosh Hashanah
Service (open to public)

8

24 Elul 5775
7:30 pm WRJ Book Club
Meeting
7:30 pm Nursery School
Parent Orientation

Tuesday

17 Elul 5775
7:30 pm WRJ Meeting

2

16

17 Tishri 5776
Nursery School

30

10 Tishri 5776
Yom Kippur
10:00 am Morning
Service
1:30 pm Family and
Children’s Service
(open to public)
3:30 pm Afternoon
Service with Yizkor
(open to public)
23

3 Tishri 5776
Nursery School

9

25 Elul 5775
Nursery School first
day

Wednesday

18 Elul 5775

24

17

10

3

4

25

12 Tishri 5776
Nursery School
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service*

18

5 Tishri 5776
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service*

11

27 Elul 5775
Nursery School
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service*

Friday

20 Elul 5775
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service*

5

13 Tishri 5776
Ha’Azinu
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service

26

19

6 Tishri 5776
Shabbat Shuvah–
Vayeilech
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Chavurah follows
extended Kiddush

12

28 Elul 5775
Nitzavim
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

Saturday

21 Elul 5775
Ki Tavo
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
7:30 pm Selichot
Program and Service

*Times for Friday night services will change as of October 16.
Hebrew School begins on October 13.

11 Tishri 5776
Nursery School

4 Tishri 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

26 Elul 5775
Nursery School
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

Thursday

19 Elul 5775

September 2015

For a synagogue to do what it is supposed to do, it must be a
synagogue that fully inhabits the present. It cannot be the synagogue
of fifty, thirty, or ten years ago. This is not to say that we must abandon
the Riverdale Temple of the past! Judaism is built upon tradition.
Jewish culture and our traditions are what bind us to our religion. We
would no more change the important traditions of Riverdale Temple
than we would give up matzoh ball soup or bagels.
Still, change will come to Riverdale Temple. The year 5776 is
upon us, and we need to be a synagogue that is vibrant, exciting,
and functional. What do I mean by functional? I mean a place
where Jews of all varieties can feel at home. A place where they
feel connected to their religion. A place where Jews and those
interested in Judaism are encouraged to investigate the nature of
Israel, Torah, and the Eternal.
If there is a change that you would like to see in the synagogue,
please let me know. If something has changed that you like or do
not like, please let me know. Some changes are important. Reform
Judaism will never go back on the decision to give women equal
status, for example, or to welcome the LGBTQ community to our

congregation. Other changes are not so important. Some things I
may change only because the traditions I have learned are a bit
different, and I may not even know that I am making a change.
Please feel free to communicate with me, or, if you prefer, with our
Pulpit and Ritual Committee.
Prayers may change, tunes may change, but the Torah never
changes. For our ancestors, the Torah was the way to connect with
Gd, with all that is deep, important, and meaningful in the world.
The same is true for us. Times have changed. We cannot get what
our ancestors got from sacrifice. Our understanding of Gd may not
be their understanding of Gd. Our society is very different, and our
understanding of the physical world is very different. Yet our longing
for meaning, for connection, and for holiness remains the same.
I look forward to working with you to create powerful religious
experiences in a wonderful and vibrant synagogue! I look forward to
getting to know you, and to being your rabbi, the rabbi you need now.
L’Shalom and Shanah Tovah.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column

Shana Tovah u’metukah! May you have a good and sweet New Year!
I am very excited to share with you that this is my very first
bulletin article in our temple. As most of you know, for the past
three years I have been serving as the cantorial intern while
studying at the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion
in NYC. As an intern, my role was to serve as an assistant to the
rabbi and to learn as much as I could from every experience. It is
through these precious experiences that I have developed a great
love for our wonderful Riverdale Temple congregation. Now that
I am an ordained cantor, I am serving as a full clergyperson for
the first time. Shifting from an intern to a full-fledged cantor is
a very big step for me, and I appreciate and acknowledge all the
love and support that the temple has provided me throughout my
student years. I am grateful for the wonderful relationships we
have developed with each other, and I am honored to continue our
journey. Together with Rabbi Gardner, I am looking forward to

making our synagogue successful, vibrant, and growing. We are
very fortunate to have the efforts and generosity of our wonderful
lay leaders. We are all a part of Riverdale Temple’s family, and
we all strive to strengthen and build our community and make our
temple a home where all feel comfortable and welcome: “And let
them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them” (Exodus
25:8). As a clergy team, and with your help, we can accomplish
these goals. As we approach the High Holy Days, there is a sense
of renewal at our temple; we have a new rabbi, new/old cantor,
and the new year of 5776. In this New Year, it is my hope that you
will be able to take on new challenges and help our temple grow,
whether it is joining our Adult Volunteer Choir, Junior Choir, Tot
Shabbat, Shabbat Services, or participating more actively in our
musical worship. I would like to invite you all to come and say
hello—my door is always open to the community.
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
The summer months at the temple are usually quiet and slow
going. What with clergy being on vacation, the summer services
are lay led. Although there are preparations going on for the High
Holy Days, for the most part it is quiet. This summer, things were
shaken up a bit by Rabbi Lewis’s goodbye celebration at the end of
June—a weekend full of saying goodbyes and “showing the love”
—and by welcoming our new spiritual leader, Rabbi Gardner, his
wife Alina, and baby daughter Runia.
Rabbi Gardner hit the ground running. He was here just two
days when he was called upon to lead a memorial service. And
inasmuch as one does not start a new position with a vacation,
Rabbi started to lead services on July 10, so there were no lay-led
services this summer (which gave me a kind of a vacation).
There is an air of excitement about the temple, which, I guess,
always comes with a new beginning. Rabbi Gardner has many ideas
as to how to increase people’s involvement. We already started a
new minhag (custom). After Shabbat service on a Saturday, we all
stay for an extended Kiddush to schmooze and share a meal together.

Rabbi Gardner told us of a husband-and-wife team at his last
congregation who took on the task of providing and organizing the
extended Kiddush as a labor of love. Until a person or persons step
forward to take our extended Kiddush on as their labor of love, the
temple will provide bagels and cream cheese. We suggest that people
enhance the offering by making something, buying something, or
just contributing money toward the extended Kiddush. So far I am
happy to report that people are liking this new minhag. I also want to
report that many of you have responded by providing “side” dishes,
thereby enhancing our Shabbat experience overall!
Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer have been working
hard on the High Holy Days services, to make our worship
experience even more awesome and meaningful. I think our new
clergy team, with their young families, is going to be a draw for
the temple. It is going to be an exciting year at Riverdale Temple.
This September will be the eighth year that I will be celebrating
the High Holy Days with you as your president. I look forward to
the month of September every year. I love the hustle and bustle and
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the energy that happens at the temple around this time of the year.
That energy gives me the high that carries me through the rest of the
year (well, at least through Chanukah). I love seeing the “entire”
congregation in the sanctuary. I love seeing some of you again after
a long hiatus. This year, as we have done in past years, you are
invited to have a toast to the Jewish New Year in the lobby on Rosh
Hashanah eve, September 13, at 7:00 p.m., just before the start of the
service, which is at 8:00 p.m. This way you will get to meet and greet

Rabbi Tom Gardner and his family and Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer
and her family and toast to a happy and healthful Rosh Hashanah
5776.
I wish you all a Shanah Tovah u’metukah (a good and sweet
year). Looking forward to greeting you on Rosh Hashanah Eve and
all the other High Holy Days services, weekly Shabbat services,
and other special events!
—Rachel Radna, President

Yom Kippur Break Fast
Wednesday, September 23, 2015
Y
Y
Y

Why run home when services end to prepare a meal to break the daylong fast?
Let us do the planning, the shopping, and the cooking.

Why break the fast alone when you can instead enjoy a delicious meal with family and
friends at the temple? (Temple membership is not required.)

All you have to do is make your reservation and payment and we will have a seat ready
for you in the Ballroom, where you can enjoy our wonderful Break Fast.
A traditional dairy meal will be served.

Come celebrate the end of the holiday with Rabbi Thomas Gardner and your temple family and friends by
returning the reservation form below with a check or pay by credit card online,
no later than September 13, 2015 (no late reservations accepted).
Reservations are $22 per adult/teenager, $10.00 for children ages 5–12,
and children ages 4 and younger come for free!
Please return this form and make check payable to: Riverdale Temple
4545 Independence Avenue, Riverdale New York 10471
Attention: “Yom Kippur Break Fast 9/23/15”

You may opt to pay online via our website: www.riverdaletemple.org
(type “Yom Kippur Break Fast” in the notes section).
Please reserve _______ place(s) for adults/teenagers at $22.00 per place,
_______ children at $10.00 per place, and _______ children ages 4 and younger come for free.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________
Telephone No. _______________________ E-mail _______________________________________
Enclosed is my check made payable to Riverdale Temple in the total amount of: $__________
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Bulletin Board

September Events

Nursery School Parent Orientation
WRJ Book Club
Religious School Open House
Social Action Committee Meeting
Building the Sukkah

Coming Up in October

Sept. 8
Sept. 8
Sept. 20
Sept. 20
Sept. 27

Membership Committee Meeting
WJR Lunch in the Sukkah
YIVO Event

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
September 16. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Congratulations!

Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin on the birth of
their granddaughter Lilah Whitley Franklin

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
0 or 1
Temple Office
2
Bookkeeper
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
7
8
9

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. If
you wish to join the committee, please contact Helen Krim at
helen.krim@gmail.com.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-3147820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.
If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

Oct. 1
Oct. 3
Oct. 18

services

at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Nursery School News
We are so excited for the school year to begin!
Teachers have been working all summer on
their classrooms, making them beautiful and
welcoming for children and families. We are
so fortunate to have this amazing group of
teachers and families and to be a part of this
incredible Riverdale Temple community!
This year we scheduled a Before School Picnic at Seton Park on
August 30, with the aim of wanting the school year to start off with

a wonderful celebration and families to meet each other and begin
to feel a part of this wonderful community!
On September 8, at 7:30 p.m., the Nursery School will have Parent
Orientation. Parents will meet the teachers, meet other parents,
learn what their child’s curriculum will be, and find out about all
the wonderful events Riverdale Temple Nursery School is planning
for the school year.
—Linda Herman, Director

Religious and Hebrew School
We are tremendously excited to begin the new Riverdale Temple
Religious School year! Michelle Shteingart will be returning as
our head teacher, and Rose Marcus will be back to lead us in the
creation of beautiful objects. We will begin with an open house
on September 20, at 9:30 a.m. Parents and kids alike will learn

Save the Dates!

Sunday, September 27, at
9:00 a.m.
We will be building the
temple’s beautiful Sukkah.
We need lots of helping hands.
Coffee and bagels will be
served.

A New Rabbi, a New Minhag!

We will be having an extended
kiddush
following
Shabbat
morning service. The temple will
provide bagels and cream cheese.
People are encouraged to bring
side dishes to the table to enhance
the kiddush. You might want to
honor a birthday, an anniversary,
commemorate a yahrzeit or just show off your culinary talent
(or shopping ability). You could also make a donation to the
Extended Kiddush fund.
Call the office to let them know if you will be contributing to
the Kiddush so we can plan properly.
Thank you in advance for your participation!

about different levels of Teshuvah. There will be food! Our
weekday class this year will be on Tuesdays, from 4:00 to 5:30
p.m., focusing on Hebrew. There will be a bar/bat mitzvah class for
the older students. Our motto this year is, “More fun, more music,
less boring stuff!”
Make your reservation to fulfill the Mitzvah of having a meal in
the Sukkah!
WRJ is sponsoring a luncheon in the Sukkah Saturday, October
3, at 12:30 p.m.(immediately following Shabbat Service).
Reservations must be made by September 24.
You may pay online at www.riverdaletemple.org:
$20/adult, ages 14 and up
$10/child, ages 5–13
An Opportunity to Share!
Perhaps you want to honor a birthday,
an anniversary, commemorate a
Yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with
our congregation! Call the office at
718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner.

Volunteers Needed for the Library at Riverdale Temple

As many of you know, I am doing research to write a book on the
development of the Purimspiel in the United States. In the process,
I discovered that the Riverdale Temple library is an astonishingly
good resource, with everything from scholarly tomes in Hebrew to
children’s books about Judaism. Unfortunately, the library has been
neglected. Books are misshelved, and the catalogue is probably
not up to date. I am looking for volunteers to put the facility back
in order. If you are interested in this volunteer opportunity, please
contact me, Helen Krim, at helen.krim@gmail.com.

Membership Committee

Meetings are scheduled for the first Thursday of the month (beginning in October) at 7:30 p.m. in the Social Hall. The dates are as
follows: Oct. 1, Nov. 5, Dec. 3, Jan. 7, Feb. 4, Mar. 3, Apr. 7, May 5, June 2
NOTE: Riverdale Temple members who would like to join the Membership Committee are asked to attend the October 1st meeting.
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
New year! New rabbi! New beginnings! The Riverdale Temple
community is infused with renewed energy and direction. What a
coincidence! Rosh Hashanah is traditionally associated with the
creation of the world and thus an emphasis on new beginnings,
repentance, and renewal.

As we begin a new year, WRJ (Women of Reform Judaism)—
your ”Sisterhood”—is in the process of planning three opportunities
to enhance the upcoming holidays. Many of you will be receiving
a jar of honey—symbolic of the hope for a sweet New Year—
to “kick-start” the High Holidays. Our popular “honey project,”
headed by Dorothy Kay, is the first WRJ fundraiser of the year.
It’s “one-stop-shopping,” an easy way to bring holiday greetings
to friends and family, along with a jar of honey to welcome in the
New Year—and to support Riverdale Temple, all in one step!

This year, WRJ will once again serve sliced apples dipped in
honey at the conclusion of the Rosh Hashanah family service, so our
children can start the New Year with the taste of honey on their lips.
To round out our fall holiday celebrations, WRJ invites you
to join us for “Lunch in the Sukkah” on Saturday, October
3. No need to “wander for forty years,” as Sukkot has come to
commemorate the wanderings of the Israelites in the desert—with
huts representing the temporary shelters they lived in. Just join the
Riverdale Temple community in our beautiful Sukkah as we fulfill

the mitzvah of eating a meal in the Sukkah. Reservations are a
must; see p. 6 for details.

WRJ is here for you—planning fun and fundraising activities that
help us strengthen our Riverdale Temple family, build friendships,
and encourage participation in holiday celebrations. Whether you
love playing games, shopping, engaging in lively book discussions,
hosting a Friday night oneg, or deepening your understanding and
engagement in holiday practices and customs, WRJ has plans for you.
Please refer to the 2015–2016 WRJ Calendar of Events, which was
recently mailed, and check for timely e-mail reminders. The first WRJ
meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday, September 1, at 7:30 p.m.
Please join us and support us with your WRJ dues and participation.
WRJ wishes you and your family L’Shanah Tovah—a healthy
and happy new year 5776!
—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

The first meeting of the Book Club is on Tuesday, September 8,
at 7:30 p.m. We will be discussing The Haj by Leon
Uris. Uris sets an exciting story and sharply drawn
characters against the backdrop of The Middle East in
the forties. We selected this epic novel because of its
historical overview of the Middle East conflict.

Men’s Club
Farewell, Congratulations, Welcome & Tikkun Olam

As most of you have learned by this time, Rabbi Judith Lewis
has retired after nine years as the religious leader of Riverdale
Temple. Rabbi Lewis led this congregation through challenging
times, and she did so with much personal sacrifice.
Her courage, fortitude, and conviction remains a source of
inspiration for me, and I’m sure for many others who worked with
her during her tenure. Her departure was not because she tired of the
laborious and seemingly never-ending tasks confronting her daily;
no—instead, it was the need to return to her home in Rochester
and provide the care and nurturing for her dad in the same way she
cared for her Riverdale Temple family all these years.

Rabbi Lewis leaves us a stronger institution than the one she
found upon her arrival here. She also leaves us with countless fond
memories of her and Otto, who provided much inspiration, laughter,
and wit. I will always remember the first trip to Israel that she and
Otto led: the friendships and lifelong bonds that were established at
that time as well as the many special services and adult educational
programs she created and led. Yes, we will all miss them both and
we certainly wish them well. May they go from strength to strength.

Congratulations to Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer. From the moment
cantorial intern Inbal Sharett arrived at Riverdale Temple three years
ago, she impacted us in a positive way. Her beautiful voice and her
imaginative interpretations of the liturgical music added much to
our services. Inbal also began working with the bar and bat mitzvah
students, helping to prepare them for their special day.
Today, three years later, Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer is a fully
ordained cantor, married to Jonathan Singer, mother of son Amit,
and expecting a sibling for Amit in the fall. Inbal, we thank you for
all that you have done thus far and we congratulate you on all you
have achieved since your arrival at Riverdale Temple.
Now it is time to welcome Rabbi Thomas Gardner to Riverdale

Temple. Rabbi Gardner does not come to this congregation emptyhanded. Our new rabbi brings with him his wife Alina, their baby
daughter Runia, a dog, and a cat. In addition to his family, Rabbi
Gardner brings his interesting insight in his teachings. Equally
importantly, Rabbi Gardner brings with him a genuine desire to be
here. As a native New Yorker, he is happy to be home again. Please
take a moment to introduce yourself to the rabbi and his wife and
Runia when you attend Shabbat services.

Often at this season, with the New Year approaching and the
days of awe not far off, I ask myself what does it mean to be a
Jew? What is the purpose of learning Torah? What is the purpose
of my life? I can’t help but think about the story of Hillel, the great
rabbi and scholar. Rabbi Hillel was once asked to summarize the
meaning of the entire Torah while standing on one foot. His reply
to this challenge was, “What is hateful to you, do not do to your
neighbor … That is the whole Torah; the rest is the explanation of
this—go and study it!”

I have often thought about my purpose in life. Am I satisfied with
my achievements? Have I been the best person I could be? Have I
done all that I could to improve the world? Of course, I always arrive
at the same answer—NO, because I believe there is always room
for my personal improvement. I ask myself what effort can I make
towards the world. The Jewish term for this is tikkun olam. Certainly,
the world can use some improvement at this particular time. Being
successful at improving the world is difficult to measure, or is it?
There is really no beginning, middle, or end to this effort. Or is there?
The Jewish ethic of service to others has been with us throughout
our history. We believe in fair play and in the learning and teaching
of the truth. We have a sense of obligation to be useful and be
helpful to others. Each of these ideals holds the potential to
improve the world.
I think that when people inspire others through their behavior,
their valor, their kindness, or their interest in the needs of others,
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they improve the world. Can we as individuals ever feel that we
have done enough on our part to improve the world? Has tikkun
olam become the equivalent of paying our dues? Is tikkun olam
ever completed? I think it was Rabbi Tarphon who once said, “It is
not your responsibility to complete the work, but neither are you
free to desist from it.”

May the coming season bring much joy, health, and a renewed
sense of tikkun olam to all my friends, neighbors, and fellow
congregants. Shanah Tovah.
—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
As your thoughts turn from the hot and muggy summer to plans
for 5776 and the High Holy Days, we hope that you will consider
joining/sharing new ideas with the Social Action Committee.
Listed below are some events in September as well as projected
social action initiatives across 5776.
September 13–23: Please take a paper bag with handles (donated
by the Scarsdale Trader Joe’s) and fill the bag up with healthful
soups, cereals, proteins, fruits, vegetables, etc. When shopping for
the holidays, buy two of an item so you will have extras to donate.
If you are looking through your kitchen cabinets, please be sure
to donate only current, NONEXPIRED items. (We do not need
matzohs.) Please bring the bags back by Yom Kippur as part of the
day of reflection and fasting.
September 20: Everyone is invited to attend the Social Action
Committee planning meeting from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the third
floor conference room. Please bring new ideas and suggestions.

largest collection of the year to the KRMH Pantry at the Church
of the Mediator. We’ll meet at 11:30 a.m., and delivery should be
complete by about 12:15 p.m. Please give a little time to help!
SEPTEMBER RACES: Sept. 13: KOMEN Race/Walk in Central
Park (www.komennyc.org); Sept. 20: NYC Run 10/Feed 10 Race
at Pier 84 (http://run10feed10.com)
Mid-October—Mid-November Pajama Program: Riverdale
Temple’s collection of new pajamas and new books for children
and teens in need
December: NYCares Coat Drive in participation with 50th Precinct
January–March 2016: Preparations for Mitzvah Day 2016.
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE OF APRIL 3, 2016!
The Social Action Committee wishes everyone a healthy, happy,
and sweet New Year!
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

September 27: We need volunteers with cars/vans to help bring our

Adult Education
As we begin the New Year 5776, I would like to take the opportunity
to wish all of you L’Shanah Tovah and a healthy, sweet, and fruitful
New Year.
Adult Education activities will get under way more fully starting in
October. However, preparing for the events in October, considering
the number of holidays in September, means that we have had to get at
least some of the work under way over the summer.
Of high priority, because of the importance of this first lecture for
the YIVO Culture Series 2015–2016 program year, was to complete
the preparation of this program. Please reserve the date so that you
will not miss this special event on Sunday, October 18, at 2:00
p.m. in the sanctuary. The YIVO and I are very excited to have
put together this stimulating and interesting program, which also
includes the participation of Rabbi Gardner in a panel. The subject:

y

IV

idishe kultur-serye

J e w i s h C u l t u r e s e r i e s 2015-2016

Sunday, October 18, 2015 | 2:00pm

American Jewish Identity and Its
Continuity in the 21st Century
Panel Discussion with Rabbi Thomas Gardner, Riverdale
Temple; Dr. Jonathan Brent, Executive Director, YIVO Institute
for Jewish Research; and Steven M. Cohen, Research
Professor, Jewish Social Policy, Hebrew Union College

This FREE lecture will take place
in the Riverdale Temple Sanctuary.

Our identities as Jews are built on multiple associations.
Connecting to our past or religious communities can provide
critical foundations for our evolving Jewish identities, but the
challenges associated with creating a sustainable Jewish identity
in modern America remain.
Our speakers will address the question of how DO we build a
Jewish future in America in the 21st century.
We thank members of Riverdale Temple and the Plaza Jewish
Community Chapel for their support of the YIVO Jewish Culture
Series.
Hebrew Language Class: The Adult Hebrew Language Class will
be taught based on interest through registration. The class would
be held once a week, time to be determined based on enrollment.
Taught by master teacher Elaine Atzmon, you would have
the opportunity to learn Hebrew basics, to communicate
in daily life as well as to develop a basic vocabulary, to
become comfortable in reading the prayers in our prayer
books, and learning the meaning of roots of words to
facilitate understanding.
Study with Rabbi Gardner: Classes will be announced in
the October bulletin.
—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on September 19, following the
Shabbat service and extended Kiddush. That Shabbat is
known as Shabbat Shuvah, the Sabbath of Return. This is
also a play on the word “teshuvah,” or repentance, since it
is the Shabbat that falls between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, a time for reflection leading up to atonement on Yom
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Kippur. There are special haftarot associated with this day: Hosea
14:2–10; Micah 7:18–20 and Joel 2:15–27. Join us for a discussion

of the special haftarot and the concepts of return and repentance.

—Dr. Ronna Weber

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations.

Donor

Dr. Shelley Ast

In Honor

Rabbi Gardner and family, welcoming
them to Riverdale Temple

Donor

In Memory

Ephraim Bosgang

Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner,
welcoming him to Riverdale Temple

Claire and Herbert
Diamond

Robin Stuart, beloved family
member of Mark Stuart

Rabbi Lewis, for her many years of
first-rate service to Riverdale Temple

Marcia H. Federman

Elizabeth F. Herrup, beloved mother

Karen and Rabbi Stephen
Franklin

Walter Spiegel and Julia Sundheim,
beloved father and grandmother of
Karen S. Franklin

Teri and Michael Gamble

Marcel Kwal, beloved father of Teri
Kwal Gamble

Riverdale Temple, for its ongoing
support of the Riverdale Jewish
community
Riverdale Temple, a good Shabbat to all
Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer, on her
cantorial appointment with Riverdale
Temple

Dr. Marilyn Ross Cahn
and Dr. Steven Cahn

Anny and Karl F. Ross, beloved
parents of Marilyn Ross Cahn

Philip Reaboy, beloved grandfather
of Teri Kwal Gamble
Zachary Gerber

Stacy Gerber

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Murray Goldberg, beloved husband

Margaret Ross Griffel
and L. Michael Griffel

Anny and Karl F. Ross, beloved
parents of Margaret Ross Griffel

Stella and Gerald Heisner

Erna and Abraham Heisner, beloved
parents of Gerald Heisner

Michael Gefter

Rabbi Lewis, as she prepares for her
new life in Rochester, NY

Leah and Henry Kurtz

Rabbi Lewis, for Henry’s aliyah

Donna R. Murrell

Riverdale Temple, for its ongoing
support of the Riverdale Jewish
Community

Drs. Rachel and Richard
Radna

Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin,
on the birth of their granddaughter
Lilah Whitley Franklin

Theodore N. Kaplan

Hazel Nalitt Kaplan, beloved mother

Renee and Tom Renner

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah

Linda K. Kleinman

Bert Feinberg

Frederick Schweitzer

Rabbi Emeritus Stephen Franklin, for
unveiling the memorial to my darling
Jacqueline at King David Cemetery,
Putnam Valley, July 15, 2015

Phyllis and Leonard Selk

Donor

Jean and Harry Deutsch, beloved
parents of Stella Heisner

Claudia Kern, beloved sister of Linda
K. Kleinman
Eleanor Kern, beloved mother
Frederick F. Kleinman, beloved
brother-in-law

Riverdale Temple, for the birth of
their great granddaughter, Hayley
Isabel Schwartz, on June 28, 2015

In Memory

Sigmund Kleinman, beloved fatherin-law
Martin J. Kleinman

Morton Kleinman, beloved father

Henry I. Kurtz

Benjamin Kurtz, beloved father

Leah and Henry Kurtz

Joseph Silverstein, beloved father of
Shirley Auerbach

Rose Hindlin Kurtz, beloved mother
of Henry I. Kurtz

Carla and Steven Liskin

Steve Avedon

Pauline and Albert Avedon, beloved
parents

Elliot Liskin, beloved father of
Steven P. Liskin

Joyce Liskin

Elliot Liskin, beloved husband

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Susan Fisher, beloved cousin of 		
Susan Birnbaum

Elaine G. Loveman

Rose Burns, beloved aunt

Thea and Robert Alfano

Rita Resnick, beloved mother of
Thea Alfano

Jeanine and Leonard
Aptman

Frieda Blaustein, beloved mother of
Jeanine Aptman

Shirley Auerbach and
Family
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Ida C. and Joseph F. Loveman,
beloved parents

Donor

Harriet Martin

Rose Schwartz, beloved mother-in-law

In Memory

Donor

Sandra and Eli Stern

Harriet and Gail Martin

Louis Schwartz, beloved father-inlaw of Harriet Martin

Dorothy Giserman, beloved mother
of Sandra Giserman-Stern

Ronna H. Weber

Betty Tager, beloved mother

Richard Meisler

Larry Meisler, beloved brother

Marianne Weissman

Gene Weissman, beloved son

Marilyn and Emil Propper Clara Propper, beloved mother of
Emil Propper

Steven Zelkowitz and
Amy Samuelson

Eva Zelkowitz, beloved mother of
Steven Zelkowitz

Drs. Rachel and Richard
Radna

Karina and Robert Zolt

Abraham Zolt, beloved father of
Robert Zolt

Rebeka Pinhas Levi and
Dr. Rudolf Radna, lovingly remembered

In Memory

Pearl Zolt, beloved mother of Robert
Zolt

Ellen and Jerry Rosenberg Lillian Axel
Bert Feinberg
William Franklin
Paul Rosenberg

Betty R. Rosenberg, beloved mother

Amy C. Samuelson

Julius Samuelson, beloved father

Renee Spath

Edna Turtletaub, beloved mother
Nathan Turtletaub, beloved father

Judy Buder Zucker

Mildred and Walter Jaffe, beloved
parents

Mae Zuckerman

Harriet Landau, beloved sister

Condolences
To

On the loss of

Leo Benardo and family

Joseph Benardo, beloved brother

The Departed Whom We Now Remember—September Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
8
9

Norman Baron
Millard Joseph Bleier
Julius Richman
Seymour Schneider
Robert Benenson
Yetta Bennett
Ruth Fox Blumenthal
Helen Cytryn
Jack Grushoff
Joan D. Leslese Halpern
Richard Kasner
Meyer Cohen
Olle Schliftman
Jean Deutsch
Max Grossman
Mary Kenig
Mildred Martin
Hilda Stoll
David Lerman
Alma Weiler
Samuel Young
Anne G. Aronson
Alexander Krausz
Constance Spath Osach
Irving I. Appel
Helen C. Barkin
Bertha Wormser Crager
Alexander Haines
Johanna Jelin
Albert Lett
Charles Lasky

9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
15

Julius Meltzer
Anita Rosenblatt
Richard Simmons
Gerard M. Bloomfield
Max Friedman
Max Halperin
Harry Hartman
Arthur Herbstman
Meta Strauss
Helen Arzt
Ethel Epstein
Anna Guenzig
Alan Richman
Gertrude Fuhrman
Sidney Leichter
Mae Mendlinger
Jeannette Small
Jack Wiener
Simon Giserman
Oscar Greenberg
Conrad I. Haber
Elizabeth Levy
Frances Perchick
Lillian A. Ripps
Morris F. Rothberg
Vivian Lea Gorlin
Samuel Z. Kleiman
Isidore Licker
Nat Seefer
Eugene I. Weiler
Belle S. Bloomfield

15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
21
22
22
22
23
23
24

Rebeka Pinhas Levi
Melvin L. Morris
Irving Oberstein
Sol Stafford
Ray Weinberg
Munia Gefter
Melvin L. Glauberman
Leo Herrup
Isadore Jacobs
Herman Waill
Howard Auerbach
Solomon Haas
Helen B. Karger
David Morris
Alice Spirer
Judith Gorlin Deutsch
Dr. Benjamin Diamond
Clara Bereano
Jack Locke
Israel Silberkleit
Benjamin Wendrow
Samuel Breindel
Julia Hollander
Dorothy Kleiman
David Fried
Isaac Liebowitz
Olga F. Prince
Benjamin Rettich
Lillian Libby Fine
Adele Greenglass
Beatrice R. Bennett
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24 Yakov Dechter
24 Saul Jelin
24 Adrienne Semmel
24 Samuel Turoff
25 Daniel Chazen
25 Rita Gefter
25 Helen Block Gotwald
25 Claire Lersy
26 David Buhler
26 Rose Halperin
26 Elizabeth N. London
26 Rachel Salti
27 Dr. David Borak
27 Ida Gordon
27 Irmgard Hermann
27 Charles Tauber
27 Walter Tausk
28 Morris Caplan
28 Martin Cohen
28 Harry Rosenfeld
28 Sarah Strisik
29 Henry L. Grunbaum
29 Valentina Krasnopolsky
29 Kate Lubell
29 Dr. Rudolf Radna
30 Michael C. Goldberg
30 Arthur Karger
30 Julius L. Lubell
30 Marion “Minnie” Weiss		 Pochter

High Holy Days Schedule of Services 5776 (2015)
Selichot Program and Service
(open to public)
Sat., Sept. 5

Kol Nidre*

7:30 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Evening Service*
Sun., Sept. 13

8:00 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 22			

Yom Kippur Morning*
Wed., Sept. 23		

10:00 a.m.

Family and Children’s Service
(open to public)
1:30 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Service
(open to public)
Tues., Sept. 15

10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

Family and Children’s Service 		
(open to public)
1:30 p.m.
Afternoon and Yizkor
3:30 p.m.
Services (open to public)

Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Service*
Mon., Sept. 14

8:00 p.m.

*Tickets needed to attend.
Services open to the community are marked
“public.” Please bring tickets to all services.
Tickets are nontransferrable.

Selichot Program and Service
Saturday, September 5, at 7:30 p.m.
How do Jews greet the day? Join us for Selichot service and program at
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, September 5. The rabbi and the cantor will lead
a study session on morning prayers, followed by Havdalah and a short
Selichot service. Refreshments will be served.
The Selichot program and service usher in the High Holy Days.
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Riverdale Temple

President of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Organist/Director of Music
Arnold Ostlund Jr., B.Mus.

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
E-mail: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org

Nursery School Executive Director
Linda Herman

Rabbi of the Congregation
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.
Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L.
Judith S. Lewis
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