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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)

Nov. 27

Fridays
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat with Jr. Choir
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 28

Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Nov. 6
Nov. 13
Nov. 20

WRJ Fair Trade and Crafts Fair
Sunday, November 22

Next YIVO Lecture
Sunday, December 6
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The Rabbi’s Column
On Sunday, October 18, I participated in a YIVO Jewish Culture Series
panel entitled “American Jewish Identity in the 21st Century.” The
moderator, our own Yvette Marrin, asked how we can build a Jewish future
in modern America. I don’t disagree with the points of the other panelists.
We should have more Jewish children, open our doors wider, teach Jewish
children how central Jews were to the creation of modernity, and so on, but
I think there is an underlying question that must be answered first.
Why be Jewish? We may believe that there is value in being Jewish. Do
we know why? We hope that the next generation will also believe there is
value in Judaism. They may pick it up naturally, as we did. But they may
not.
My grandparents grew up in a world in which there was no question
about a person’s Jewish connection. Almost all their friends were Jewish,
they worked for Jews, and they shopped at Jewish stores. My parents had
a lot of non-Jewish friends and, if they even thought about it, they must
have thought it was good that they were breaking down boundaries. My
generation and later generations did not even know that Jews should stick
together. Those who grew up after the Civil Rights era may have felt it was
wrong, even racist, for Jews to seek out other Jews.
Another change has also weakened Judaism. In our parents’ day, people
were expected to belong to a single group. Now people are multiethnic,
bicoastal, and citizens of several countries. With the Internet, we may feel
closer to our Facebook left-handed organic knitters group than we do to
people in our neighborhood, or people in our synagogue. Even people who
are connected to Judaism may find that a much less important part of their
complicated life.
In addition, in recent times a great wave of secularization has swept
over this country, and over many developed countries. More and more
people are atheist, or agnostic. It is true that being Jewish is not just about
religion. The Jews are a people, with their own language, country, history,
and literature. A Jew who is an atheist is as much a Jew as one who is a
religious fanatic. But what keeps an atheistic Jew Jewish?
Some may be strongly connected to Israel. Some may be proud of the
Jewish focus on ethics. Many of them are connected through culture. They
love their mother’s brisket and kasha varnishkes, or burekas and shakshuka.
They may throw a Yiddish word into conversation now and then, or a
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continued on p. 3
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17 Kislev 5776
No Religious School

29

22

10 Kislev 5776
9:30 am Religious School
11:00 am WRJ Crafts
Fair
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal
Social Action Committee
Food Delivery

15

3 Kislev 5776
9:30 am Religious School
10:00 am Nursery School
Book Fair (until Nov. 20)
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal
Noon Nursery School
Open House
Noon Shabbaton with
Rabbi Gardner (until 2)

26 Heshvan 5776
9:30 am Religious School
10:30 am Men’s Club
Meeting
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal

1

19 Heshvan 5776
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal

Sunday

18 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm WRJ
Book Club

11 Kislev 5776
Nursery School

4 Kislev 5776
Nursery School

9

2

30

23

16

27 Heshvan 5776
Nursery School

20 Heshvan
Nursery School

Monday

3

24

12 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School

17

5 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School

10

28 Heshvan 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School

21 Heshvan 5776
Nursery School: UPK
closed for professional
development
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm WRJ Meeting

Tuesday

4

25

13 Kislev 5776
Nursery School:
11:30 a.m. dismissal
for 2s and 3s (full
day for UPK)

18

6 Kislev 5776
Nursery School:
parent-teacher
conferences for 2s
and 3s (UPK in
session)

11

29 Heshvan 5776
Veterans Day
Building and offices
closed
No Nursery School

22 Heshvan 5776
Nursery School

Wednesday

14 Kislev 5776
Thanksgiving
Building closed; no
Nursery School

7 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

30 Heshvan 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

26

19

12

5

23 Heshvan 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Membership
Committee Meeting

Thursday

9 Kislev 5776
Parashat Vayetzei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Chavurah follows
Kiddush

21

8 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat, followed
by potluck dinner
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

20

27

28

16 Kislev 5776
Parashat Vayishlach
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

14
13

15 Kislev 5776
No Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

2 Kislev 5776
Parashat Toldot
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
7:00 pm Wine Cheese
Karaoke

7

25 Heshvan 5776
Parashat Chayei Sara
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

Saturday

1 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Evening Service

24 Heshvan 5776
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:00 pm Junior
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Evening Service
with Junior Choir,
potluck dinner
6
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Hebrew word. A Jew who is an atheist may have fond memories of
holidays at her grandparents’ house, but is that enough?
We cannot tell our children to remain Jewish because we have
good memories of our grandparents. If we have no objective
answer to the question “why be Jewish?,” our children will be able
to tell, no matter how often we encourage them to go to Religious
School, attend a Jewish camp, or make Jewish friends.
So why be Jewish? We are Jewish for a number of reasons, but
to me the most powerful is that it gives us a way of looking at the
world that is deeply meaningful. Judaism says the world is a holy
place. Judaism claims that there is a bridge between the physical and

the transcendent, and the Torah is our key to that bridge. Judaism
is very open to different ideas of what holiness is but demands that
we treat the world as a sacred place. That does not mean trying to
believe something you don’t, but it does mean behaving a certain
way. That way is ethical, passionate, and hopeful. The more we
know about Judaism, the more sense it makes to live that way. We
live that way because of the holy nature of the world and because
of our relationship with Gd. Jewish culture is nice and cannot
be separated from our understanding of Judaism. But the Jewish
people will not last many generations without the Jewish religion.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The President’s Column
As the High Holy Days recede into memory, we at the temple have
settled into the routine that is known as the rest of the year. I am
talking about Shabbat services, special activities, and the other
Jewish holidays. I only wish that the attendance at these services
and activities would rise to a level approaching that of the High
Holy Days, but I will take what I can get.
I would like to let you know that the Shabbat morning service
followed by the Extended Kiddush is a wonderful way to spend a
Saturday morning. The Torah discussion alone is worth the trip to
the temple. Rabbi Gardner engages the congregation in discussing
the sixth aliyah of the week’s parashah. The Extended Kiddush
that follows the service allows the members to interact with one
another sharing stories and forming bonds.
I also want to inform you about a Tai Chi for Energy class
that is being offered at the temple, with a start date of Monday,
November 2, to continue for a total of eight Mondays. Tai Chi for
Energy combines the Chen and Sun styles of Tai Chi. The Sun
style incorporates slow, agile steps, while the Chen style is more
vigorous, combining slow and fast movements. The goal of this
combination of styles is to promote better health and wellness,
internal energy, and the reduction of stress. The class is being
taught by Stanley Scher, who has taught the classes at the Arthritis
Foundation. The cost is $80 for the series of classes.
I also want to point out two classes that the rabbi will be teaching
on Sunday, November 15: from noon to 1:00 p.m., Shabbat Service
101; and from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m., Getting a Hebrew Name. If you

do not have a Hebrew name, the rabbi will choose an appropriate
Hebrew name for you. There will be a nominal fee associated with
these classes. Pizza will be served. For more information, please
see the Adult Education section on p. 9.
I also want to announce the return by popular demand of Wine
Cheese and Karaoke. You may know that singing has many health
benefits, both physically and emotionally. You can Google this fact
and find many research articles supporting that statement. Wine
Cheese and Karaoke will take place on Saturday, November 14,
at 7:00 p.m. in the ballroom. It is still only $10 per person. The
temple provides the cheese and snacks—you bring the wine and
the voice. Come sing your heart out, it will do you good! A great
time is guaranteed to all.
I also want to mention the WRJ-sponsored Fair Trade and Crafts
Fair on Sunday, November 22, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. As it
did last year, the WRJ invited vendors who carry handcrafted and/
or fair trade items to sell their products just in time for Chanukah
and other occasions. There will be home-baked goodies for you to
buy for your Thanksgiving table.
I hope that I have at least piqued your interest in some of these
programs and that I will get to see you at some of these activities.
Le’itraot (Will be seeing you)
—Rachel Radna

Heartfelt thanks to the temple members who devoted their time and talents to building and taking down the Sukkah, led by J. B.
Barricklo, with the help of Scott Serkin and, as usual, the support of Eurides Osorio.

RT Needs Your Special Talents

We are seeking a Webmaster/mistress for a few hours of work a week.
We also need a publicist to work on press releases and media relations.
And an angel to head our Caring Committee.
Volunteer, get involved—it’s a mitzvah! Contact Rachel Radna, president of Riverdale Temple, at 718-548-3800.
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High Holy Days Services Thank-You

I want to thank each of you for making this year’s High Holy Days services so wonderful.
In the ten years I have been organizing the High Holy Days ushers, I have seen the level of congregant involvement grow stronger
each year.
This year also included some new ushers and callers, and I very much appreciate their participation.
And there were also the many hands that helped with the Riverdale Minyan High Holy Days rental.
So let me offer a big round of applause, a giant pat on the back, and a truly heartfelt “thank-you” to all.
This year’s ushers and greeters were Amy Bensen, Henry Bensen, Howard Birnbaum, Susan Birnbaum, Phil Clarke, Carole Feinberg,
Dorothy Feldman, Jack Fisher, David Glickenstein, Gerri Glickenstein, Stuart Goldshein, Sylvia Gottlieb, David Greenfield, Michael
Griffel, Michael Heller, Paul Hochroth, Linda Kaplin, Emma Katz, Dorothy Kay, Olivia Koppell, Helen Krim, Rita Pochter Lowe,
Howard Malatzky, Rachel Radna, Steven Rosenfeld, Cordell Schachter, Philip Schachter, Sherrill Spatz, Ronnie Stolzenberg, and
Judy Zucker.
I would also like to acknowledge and thank our fellow congregants who made the much appreciated phone calls to wish others in our
Riverdale Temple family a “Shana Tovah.”
This year’s callers were Carole Feinberg, Dorothy Feldman, Jack Fisher, Joanne Heyman, Dorothy Kay, Marty Kleinman, Helen
Krim, Ruth Loebmann, Rita Pochter Lowe, Howard Malatzky, and Judy Zucker.
The Riverdale Minyan support team was Shelley Ast, Steven Froot, Stuart Goldshein, David Greenfield, Michael Griffel, Paul Hochroth,
Olivia Koppell, Helen Krim, Cordell Schachter, Ronnie Stolzenberg, Lisa Fischel Wolovick, Eugenia Zakharov, and Judy Zucker.
When I look at the long list of the above names, I am so grateful that we are a community that always lends a hand.
We are indeed a better congregation when we give to each other.
—Rob Katz

Extended Kiddush

We have an Extended Kiddush each week following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides
bagels and cream cheese. People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the kiddush.
You might want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show off your culinary
talent (or shopping ability). You could also make a donation to the Extended Kiddush Fund.
Call the office to let them know if you will be contributing to the kiddush so we can plan properly.
Thank you in advance for your participation!

An Opportunity to
Share!

Perhaps you want to honor
a birthday, an anniversary,
commemorate a yahrzeit,
or share Shabbat with our
congregation! Call the office
at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and
leave a message for Irene
Brenner.

Thank you, Prestige Cleaners, for cleaning, gratis, our Torah

mantels and clergy robes.

Membership Committee

Meetings are scheduled for the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the third floor Library. The remaining dates are Nov. 5,
Dec. 3, Jan. 7, Feb. 4, Mar. 3, Apr. 7, May 5, and June 2.
We are overjoyed to welcome a new member of our Riverdale Temple family!
Cantor Sharett-Singer and Jonathan Singer have brought a beautiful baby girl into the world. Noa Alizah Sharett Singer was
welcomed into the congregation and the Jewish community on October 24, during Riverdale Temple’s regular Shabbat services and
Extended Kiddush.
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Bulletin Board

November Events

WRJ Meeting
Membership Meeting
Men’s Club Meeting
Wine Cheese Karaoke
Shabbaton
Social Action Committee Food Delivery

WRJ Fair Trade and Crafts Fair
WRJ Book Club

Nov. 3
Nov. 5
Nov. 8
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov. 22

Nov. 22
Nov. 30

Coming Up in December

YIVO Lecture
Dec. 6
Social Action Committee Meeting
Dec. 13
Adult Hebrew Language Class		 TBA

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Congratulations!

Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer and Jonathan
Singer on the birth of their daughter, Noa Alizah
Sharett Singer

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
November 16. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3
Rabbi
4
Cantor
5

Emergencies
General Information
Other

7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

Riverdale Temple House Committee

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-3147820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.

If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

services

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. If
you wish to join the committee, please contact Helen Krim at
helen.krim@gmail.com.
at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
This morning, it was a joy to watch children
gather leaves and pinecones as they studied
about fall. There is a wonderful, magical hum
of children working and playing when you enter
the building each day.
Children run into the school each morning,
happy to see their friends and teachers! It is truly
a joy to be at Riverdale Temple Nursery School!

Tours

Tours have begun for the 2016–2017 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at
718-796-0335 or e-mail me at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. I have
already had a few tours and applications for next year, and we do
have limited space.
We have wonderful events coming up in November.

Book Fair

On November 15, from 10:00 a.m. to noon, in the lower lobby, we
are having our Scholastic Book Fair. It will be open for the whole
week of November 15 through November 20. All are welcome!

Open House

We are also having our first Open House of the season. It is on
November 15 at noon, right after our Scholastic Book Fair. Please
tell your friends about our wonderful school.

Tot Shabbat Services

Tot Shabbat services (which take
place every first and third Friday
of the month) are from 5:30 to 6:00
p.m. These special services are
led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor
Sharett-Singer and include singing
and guitar playing. They are family
friendly and appropriate for all ages, especially children five
years old and under.

Community Service
For the month of November, we will be collecting canned foods
and dry goods for the Kingsbridge Heights Community Center in
cooperation with Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz. There will be
boxes, decorated by the children, on each floor.

Crafts Fair

On November 22, the temple will be having its wonderful Crafts
Fair. At the Crafts Fair, the Nursery School will have tables with
crafts for children to make. It will be great fun for all.

School Closings

November 3: Nursery School open; UPK closed for professional
development
November 11: closed for Veterans Day
November 18: closed for Twos and Threes Parent-Teacher
Conferences; UPK in session
November 25: 11:30 a.m. dismissal for Twos and Threes;
full day for UPK
November 26–27: Thanksgiving weekend; no school
Just a lovely quote…
“The work will wait while you show the child the rainbow, but the
rainbow won’t wait while you do the work.” —Anonymous
—Linda Herman, Director

On November 20, April 15, May 20, and June 17, there will be a
potluck dinner immediately following the Tot Shabbat service,
and it will go as long as our kids are still awake (but not later
than 7:00 p.m.)!
We will make every possible accommodation for food allergies
and kashrut observance (all dishes will be labeled), but if you
have specific concerns for your family, please contact Michelle
at michelleroos@gmail.com.

We are trying something new!

Starting this month, the temple will provide babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery School teachers) during Shabbat morning,
so that parents may attend the service. Babysitting will be provided only if there is enough interest. Please call the office or send an
e-mail to rivtemple@aol.com (put babysitting in subject line) and let us know if you will avail yourself of this service.

Religious and Hebrew School
Religious School is going great! We began our Tuesday Hebrew
classes on October 20, which are for fourth grade and up. They
include both beginning Hebrew and Bar and Bat Mitzvah training.
We should have 14 kids in that class when we are in full swing.
We also hope to teach, not just how to sound out the letters, but

the actual meaning of the Hebrew. How far we can get with one
class a week and without homework remains to be seen, but we
are hopeful!
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
What do you get at the intersection of history, sociology, and
religion? Helen Krim’s talk on October 6, “WRJ Contributions
to Our Worship, to Reform Judaism, and the Changing Role of
Women,” was based on research compiled in Sisterhood: A
Centennial History of Women of Reform Judaism (published by
Hebrew Union College, 2013), and on material provided by our
own Ellen Rosenberg (executive director of Women of Reform
Judaism, 1988–2014, and founding member of Riverdale Temple).
Helen took us through the changing role of women in the home, in
the synagogue, in scholarship, and in American society as reflected
through the lens of the evolution of “sisterhoods.” We gained an
appreciation of how the NFTS (National Federation of Temple
Sisterhoods) harnessed the power of individual sisterhoods to
make an impact nationally in its support of Jewish institutions,
fund-raising, education equality, and social justice initiatives.
In addition to material contributed by Ellen Rosenberg, Helen
credited Sylvia Gottlieb for her technical support in organizing the
PowerPoint presentation, and the American Jewish Archives in
Cincinnati for granting permission to use their photographs.
Fundraising efforts resulted in the building of the Jewish
Museum at Hebrew Union College; saving the HUC during the
Depression; and establishing the national headquarters of Reform
Judaism (House of Living Judaism) in New York City.
What was most evident are the practices we take for granted
today that took generations to be considered mainstream. Our
Women’s Seder has its roots in the development of the NFTS
Passover Haggadah of 1917. Our Plaut Torah Commentary is a
direct result of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhood’s
rescuing seven students and eleven professors (including Gunter
Plaut and Abraham Joshua Heschel) in 1935. Our lay-led Shabbat
Service has its roots in the generational movement of women out of
the balconies, into the family pews, and, ultimately, onto the bima.
More current achievements and initiatives by WRJ include
the enrollment of women in cantorial schools and the rabbinate;
establishment of NIFTY camps; breast cancer awareness campaigns

through the distribution of self-exam cards and information on
testing for the BRCA gene; distribution of materials on domestic
abuse; pro-choice advocacy; and the support of nursery schools
and education for Reform rabbis in Israel.
On another note—the weather
did not cooperate on October
3, but everyone else did! WRJ
thanks all the (50) participants
and those who generously
contributed a banquet of goodies
(tuna salad, egg salad, bean salad,
green salad, quiches, kugels,
baked goods, fruit salad, crudités/
dips) to our annual “Lunch in
the Sukkah.” Fortunately, even
though the weather was too raw
to fulfill the mitzvah of eating a meal in the sukkah (see photo,
above), we are “covered” by a halachic “loophole.” According to
the Mishnah 2.9, one is allowed to leave the sukkah if it’s raining
hard enough so that your food would be spoiled; if it’s too cold;
and/or if eating in the sukkah would cause you discomfort. I think
everyone agreed that all of the above conditions applied! Thank
you all for making this a very successful fundraiser for WRJ.

—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene, WRJ
Co-Presidents
Our next meeting will be on Monday, November
30; the book selection is The Nightingale by Kristin
Hannah. It is a popular novel about the Jews of
France during the time of Nazi occupation.

Save the Dates

Tuesday, November 3, WRJ meeting
Sunday, November 22, Fair Trade and Crafts Fair
Monday, November 30, Book Club

Men’s Club
The Men’s Club had its first meeting of 5776 on Sunday, October
11. I apologize to those members who weren’t notified about the
meeting. For the record, we will meet on the second Sunday of
each month, at 10:30 a.m., downstairs in the social hall, unless we
notify you to the contrary. There was discussion about reinstating
the annual “Man of the Year” fundraiser, which was dropped from
the men’s club calendar about 15 years ago. A motion was made
to change the name of the annual event to “Person of the Year”
dinner, so that we can include women in the selection process.
The motion was approved, and the vote for the name change was
passed unanimously. Therefore, there will be a “Person of the
Year” dinner in the late spring, sponsored by the Men’s Club.
Other topics that we discussed included hosting a temple youth
trip to the country for apple-picking, hayrides, and fun. This event
requires careful planning, and if it happens, it will take place
next fall. Suggestions were given for other events, including a
film series, lectures, and a monthly off-premises gathering for
special events such as food and wine tastings, sports and musical
events, and museum visits. We also agreed that this year the Men’s

Club should participate in some volunteer effort that helps the
community in some way. There were no specific ideas put forth,
and I hope to hear from more members on this area of interest.
Well, the holiday season has concluded, and I for one thought that
this year’s services were very special. I was very moved by the
relevance and significance of the rabbi’s sermons and the overall
spirituality of the services in total. Riverdale Temple was so
“alive” with prayer, and the sense of community filled the entire
building, as other congregations were participating in their own
services throughout the building. I hope the positive experience of
these holidays will lead to greater attendance at Shabbat services
throughout the year.
Finally, I expect that Men’s Club membership dues notices will have
been sent out by the time you are reading this, so please respond
favorably to the notice. We want you, we need you, and we hope
you will join us.
B’Shalom
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—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
A BIG THANK YOU! to David and Rochelle Greenfield, Helen
and Tom Krim, Phil Clark, Jeff, Jennifer, and Jeremy Sklar, Fay
Statsky and Scott Serkin, and Eurides Osorio and his staff for
their help in bringing the special Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur
grocery bags to the KRMH Pantry at the Church of the Mediator
on September 27.
PLEASE BUY AT LEAST ONE PAIR OF PAJAMAS! Riverdale
Temple is conducting its annual collection of ONLY NEW
PAJAMAS AND NEW BOOKS for the Pajama Program until
November 15. (Large and extra large sizes for boys/girls and teens
are especially needed.) There is a collection box near the sanctuary.
We also need a few volunteers to help on November 15 to sort and
pack the donated material. We’ll meet at 11:00 a.m.
If you have BOXES from printing paper or neat packing boxes,
please give them to Mr. Osorio any time before our packing date.

fish/meat. PLEASE CHECK THAT FOOD DATES HAVE NOT
EXPIRED.
The November collection will be taken to the Pantry on November
22.
Thanksgiving Interfaith Activity: Please watch for the e-blast
and additional announcements at services regarding the annual
Interfaith Clergy Council’s Thanksgiving event.
Looking Ahead: As you start to change clothing and/or shop for
a new coat/jacket, please save the old one, if it is gently used.
Starting December 1, we shall be collecting coats and jackets for
men, women and children for NYCARES. Phil Clark and David
Currier will take our donations to the 50th precinct on December
30, 2015.

Your support of this effort for the Pajama Program enables needy
children and teens to have a new pair of warm pajamas for the
winter and a new book to enjoy.

KRMH Holiday Gift Bag Packing: Join with other volunteers from
the community to help fill holiday treat bags for needy children and
adults, as well as homebound seniors in shelters and community
centers. This event will take place at the Riverdale Presbyterian
Church’s social hall from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., on December 13, 2015.

WATCH FOR SALES AND/OR PURCHASE AS YOU DO FOR
YOUR OWN FAMILY OR FRIENDS.

Next Social Action Meeting: All are invited to come to our next
meeting on December 20, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Again, we thank you in advance.

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

KRMH Food Pantry Collection: Please donate cans/bottles of
tomato sauce, oatmeal, canned fruit, healthful soups, canned

Riverdale Temple’s Annual New
Pajama and New Book Drive
(ends November 15)

When: Sunday, November 15, from
noon to 2:00 p.m.
Where: Riverdale Temple
Noon–1:00 p.m. Shabbat 101
Learn about the important elements of
the Sabbath service. Rabbi Gardner will explain the parts of the
Sabbath service to give all a better and deeper understanding of
the rituals and practices of the Reform service.
How to have an aliyah (the blessing before and after the reading
of the Torah). When do we stand during services and why? Is it
OK to sit? How do we approach, hold, dress, and roll the Torah? All
this and more will be discussed.

Please donate NEW pajamas and NEW
books.
Bring a little warmth and happiness to
needy children and teens in group homes
and shelters!

1:00–2:00 p.m. What’s in a Name?
Don’t have a Hebrew name? Always wanted
one? This is an opportunity for those who
have never received a Hebrew name to pick
	
  
one. These names will be formally given to
you at a ceremony at a future service!
Food will be provided. Cost: $5.00 for members, $10 for
nonmembers
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Adult Education
We had a very busy start to the 2015–2016
program year because of the various holidays.
We are now finally able to address the adult
education opportunities that exist or will be
developed in the course of the year.
We are fortunate that, among adult
opportunities that will gradually unfold
this year, Rabbi Gardner has much to share
with us. Here are the subjects for his classes that he has chosen to
inaugurate his teaching.
Join Rabbi Gardner in the sanctuary on Sunday, November 15, for
a Shabbaton. Both classes will meet in the sanctuary.
Class 1 Shabbat 101 will meet from noon to 1:00 p.m. after religious
school. The class will focus on increasing your understanding of
some of the practices that are part of the Saturday services, that
is, “When to stand during services and why; when to sit; when to
participate and when to listen; how to have an aliyah—reciting the
blessing before and after the Torah reading; how to lift and roll the
Torah; the role of the non-Jew in the service.
Class 2 Getting a Hebrew Name When you are called to the
Torah, by what name do they call you? If you have never been
given a Hebrew name, this class is for you. It will meet from 1:00
to 2:00 p.m. This class will help you pick a Hebrew name. Your
names will be formally given to you at a future service.
Since food will be served, these classes will have a small charge of
$5.00 for members and $10.00 for nonmembers.
Ongoing Classes with Rabbi Gardner
Weekly Shabbat Study Session Following the reading from the
Torah at Saturday morning services, this study session, a discussion
of the parashah of the week, is a lively analysis by those attending

Saturday services of the meaning of the parashah. The participants
have found important connections that help all find our Torah’s
relevance to our contemporary lives.
Lunch and Learn meets each Tuesday from noon to 1:00
p.m. in the library, except for holidays. Under discussion will
be “Aguddah—Stories from the Talmud.” What are Aguddah,
you may ask? They are the nonhalachic component of rabbinic
tradition consisting of parables, popular maxims, and fables that
add to and enliven the interpretation of the texts. (As all of you
are already learning, Rabbi Gardner is a wonderful storyteller. So
come learn with him.)
Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer will teach the Adult Hebrew
Language Class starting in mid-December after her maternity
leave. You can find a registration form in the lobby and also on
our website (riverdaletemple.org). Go to Study in the menu bar,
and then click on Hebrew Language Class. There is an online
registration form. This class will meet for an hour and a half
weekly and has a fee.
The next YIVO Kultur Series Lecture will be held on Sunday,
December 6, subject to be announced soon in the temple weekly
e-blasts.
—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on November 21, following the Extended
Kiddush. The Torah portion for that week is Vayetzei. This portion
focuses on Jacob, his two wives, and his difficult relationship with
his father-in-law, Laban. Jacob is a complex character, and the
Torah shows us the good, the bad, and the ugly. There is much to
discuss and learn from, so join us in our study.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

Volunteers Needed for the Library at Riverdale Temple

As many of you know, I am doing research to write a book on the development of the Purimspiel in the United
States. In the process, I discovered that the Riverdale Temple library is an astonishingly good resource, with
everything from scholarly tomes in Hebrew to children’s books about Judaism. Unfortunately, the library
has been neglected in recent times. Books are misshelved, and the catalogue is probably not up to date. I
am looking for volunteers to put the facility back in order. If you are interested in this volunteer opportunity,
please contact me, Helen Krim, at helen.krim@gmail.com.

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling,
you good search by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in
“Riverdale Temple.com.” Thank you in advance for your participation.
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Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations.

Donor

In Honor

Sean Becnel

Rabbi Gardner, Alina, and Runia

Peter Bloustein

Beverly and Michael
Barsky

Donor

In Memory

Aleksandra Buckman

Victor Buckman, beloved husband

Harold W. Caplan

Sadie and David Caplan, beloved
parents

Riverdale Temple’s 2015 High Holy
Days season and services

Blossom Carlton

Richard Carlton, beloved family
member

Irene Brenner

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah on
Yom Kippur 2015

Jean Daniels

Frances Licker, beloved mother

Martha and Kenneth Falk

Riverdale Temple’s Yom Kippur
Services

Phyllis and Jack Fisher

Cybele Fisher-Koppel, beloved
daughter

Carole Feinberg

Riverdale Temple, for my 2015 High
Holy Days services aliyahs

Mary Ann and Dan
Goldstein

Fanny Cohen and Leopold Goldstein,
beloved parents of Dan Goldstein

Karen B. Gordon

Riverdale Minyan’s High Holy Days
services

Shelley and Steven
Goldstein

Irwin Goldstein, beloved father of
Steven J. Goldstein

Joyce and Howard Jaffe

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Days
season and services

Margaret and L. Michael
Griffel

Klara Griffel, beloved mother of
L. Michael Griffel

Stephanie Knapp and
Steven Weasen

Riverdale Temple’s 2015 High Holy
Days season and services

Robin and Paul Hochroth

Arthur Herbstman, beloved father of
Robin Hochroth

Craig Katz

Isabele Funtleyder, beloved
grandmother

Linda K. Kleinman

Riverdale Temple, for the Extended
Kiddush Fund

Gertrude R. Kleinman, beloved
mother-in-law

Leah and Henry Kurtz

Cynthia I. Ostroff

Jesse Levy’s beautiful playing at Kol
Nidre services

David Fisher, beloved father of Leah
Kurtz

Ann and Leo Lieberman

Phyllis and Michael
Putman

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Days
season and services

Victor Lieberman, beloved father of
Leo Lieberman

Ruth A. Loebmann

Irv Schwartz

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy
Days season and services: L’Shanah
Tovah!

Michael H. Abrahamson, cherished
nephew

Marilyn Maloff

Jeanne Snyder, beloved friend

Gail and Harriet Martin

Harry L. Samalin, beloved father of
Harriet Martin

Kathleen and Jonathan
Parker

Annette Parker, beloved mother of
Jonathan Parker

Dr. Wendy J. Parker

Annette Parker, beloved mother

Ruth A. Loebmann

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Days
season and services

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyahs on
Shabbat Chol Hamoed, Sukkot, and
Shemini Atzeret

Renee Spath

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah on
Yom Kippur 2015

Drs. Rachel and Richard
Radna

Mazal Tov to Sylvia Gottlieb and
Jeffrey Dinowitz on the wedding of
Kara Dinowitz to Scott Pitek

Drs, Rachel and Richard
Radna

Mazal Tov to Cantor Inbal SharettSinger and Jonathan Singer on the
birth of baby girl Noa Alizah

Sam and Gertrude
Zamerinsky

Andrew “Andy” Kalmus—a speedy
recovery!

Donor

In Memory

Margery Baker-Riker

Faye and Jerry Berkwitt
Naomi R. Bernstein

Robert C. Baker, beloved father

Bert Feinberg, beloved husband of
Carole Feinberg

Marilyn and Emil Propper Bessie Cohen, beloved mother of
Marilyn Propper
Cynthia and Joel
Rabinowitz

Abraham and Florence Henner,
Irving Rabinowitz, beloved parents
of Cynthia and Joel Rabinowitz

Paul Rosenberg

Leonard Rosenberg, beloved father

Jill and Jack Shaifer

Abe Shaifer, beloved father of Jack
Shaifer

Karina and Robert Zolt

Abraham, Ilene, and Pearl Zolt,
beloved father, sister, and mother of
Robert Zolt

Beloved husband and parents
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Kol Nidre Appeal
Thank you for your Kol Nidre pledges. To those of you who haven’t responded yet, please do your part to be part of the whole!
We would love to have 100 percent participation! No donation is too small!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in a future issue of the bulletin.

Condolences
To

On the loss of

Leo Benardo, Sanford and Sandy Benardo,
Leonard and Jennifer Benardo, and family

Helene Benardo, beloved wife, mother, mother-in-law,
grandmother

Jodi and Peter Sandler,
Morgan and Chelsea, and family

Norman Mazin, beloved father, father-in-law,
grandfather

James Schnitzer, Tali, and Adam Schnitzer
and family

Hedy Schnitzer, beloved mother, grandmother, long-time member

The Departed Whom We Now Remember—November Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
7

Elaine Katz
Terry Stafford
Yetta Young
Celia Bloustein
Helen Fein
Robert Fein
Rebecca Harris Feingold
Samuel Wilensky
Dorothy Wolf
Mildred Zuckerman
Irving Friedman
Golde Pinsky
Paul Sertner
Solomon Weinstock
Arthur I. Pobliner
Kaethe Spiegel
Steven Joseph Spitz
Harry Feinberg
Jerry Feinberg
Marilyn Gefter
Theodore Gruen
David Hoffman
Jack Penn
Milton Platt
Edward Fogel
Eva Semmel
Morris Naftal

7
8
8
8
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
14
14
14
11
11
11
11

Joseph Saraga
Martin Paul Brier
Abraham Gordon
Esther Schlesinger
Barbara Glickenstein
Max Warshaw
Margot Baldinger
Michael Braunstein
Saul Jaffe
Moe Silvers
Minnie Ulanoff
Heda Cohen Chazen
Hyman Gargle
Vide Wiggs
Abraham Borut
Ada Herman
Marion Molsky
Mark Thomas
Lawrence Tick
David Turiel
Louis Egel
Seymour Felder
Harry L. Salb
David Hartman
Sol Liebowitz
William Parker
Margaret Spath

11
16
16
16
16
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
22
22
22
22
22

Emma Weiner
Dinah Avrach
Grace Feinberg
Stanley Silber
Turner Joseph Soloway
Nathan Katz
Lillian Kalish Spachner
Rebecca Mandel
Bertha Friedlich Rothstein
Avis Shulman
Charles Gold
Cilli Majerczyk
Freda Warshaw
Jack Weintraub
Arthur Hatz
Yaahov Hirsch
Leopold Holzman
Ida Kurtin
Louis Maier
Fay Schweitzer
Maurice Bender
Irving Schneider
Fannie Bialek
William Mallin
Max Oppenheimer
Ida Pearlman
William Schweitzer
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23 Adele E. Miller
23 Herman I. Rothman
24 Sidney Maskit
24 Yacob Zayde
25 Bertha Arrow
25 Milton B. Liman
26 Sydney Gevertz
26 Dorothy Konel
27 Jack Blumenthal
27 Harry Burgeman
27 Jerry Daniels
28 Brigitta Thea-Dora 		
		Andrews
28 Jeanne Aronson
28 Harold Schwartz
28 Eleonor Lola Zeller
29 Sarah Hartman
29 Gertrude Heimowitz
29 Rose Hutter
29 Robert Morse
29 Frieda Sugarman
30 Sol Dubrov
30 Ali Levi
30 Eva Murstein

Riverdale Temple
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BRONX, NY 10471
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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