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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Nov. 3

Fridays

Nov. 24

5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service with Jr.
Choir
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Ruach Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Nov. 4
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 25

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 p.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Nov. 10
Nov. 17

Vol. 71

Saturdays

Reminder!	
  

the Gala & Auction
to honor Dr. Rachel Radna

Our beloved Riverdale Temple president for 10 years

Saturday Evening
November 4, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.
A sparkling night of love, fun, good food, and good friends.

Crafts Fair
Sunday, November 19 (see p. 11)

Nov. 2017 (5778)

No. 3

The Rabbi’s Column
I was thinking recently of a particular board meeting I attended at my
synagogue in Baton Rouge. The president of the sisterhood had a difficult
time getting volunteers for an event. Instead of agreeing to help her, board
members gave a number of suggestions as to how she could go back and
find more volunteers. Most of their suggestions were things she had already
tried. Feeling unsupported by her fellow synagogue members, she broke
down and cried.
The real problem came later in the parking lot. A woman who had previously
been the president of the sisterhood criticized her for crying. “You have to
either get tougher or get out of the sisterhood,” she told her. Not only did the
woman who had been criticized quit the sisterhood, she quit the synagogue.
This woman who had always been there, helping with events, setting up,
cooking, turned her back on the synagogue and decided not to come back.
That synagogue, like ours, was on the small side. Almost everyone
there was a volunteer. Even more to the point, there were not a lot of
Jewish people in Baton Rouge. The loss of a single person hurt the Jewish
community.
There is a tradition that the Torah contains about 600,000 letters. This
tradition is patently false. A true count gives us 304,805 letters. Not even close!
Why was the claim made that the Torah had almost twice as many letters? My
theory is that we are to think of the 600,000 people who left Egypt. Just as the
Torah is no longer kosher if it is missing even one of its 304,805 letters, so too
the Jewish people cannot afford to lose even a single person.
Someone who leaves Riverdale Temple may not be leaving Judaism. But
we really need each member of our community. We must be careful to speak
to each person with compassion and respect. People in our community
work very hard to help our community. They are board members who run
the synagogue, they are volunteers who do the work, they are people with
ideas who try to make Riverdale Temple better, and they are people who
help those less fortunate. Each one has the goal of keeping our community
vibrant, functional, meaningful, and useful. In this, we are all together. If
we remember this one point, we may be more cooperative.
Some of the people trying to improve Riverdale Temple have come to
me and complained that, more often than not, when they have an idea for
something new, they are told, “No.” Or, “We are not going to do that.”
“No” can be a painful word. A better response might be, “Let me bring it up
to the board, and see what everyone thinks. Thank you for thinking of ways
to improve the synagogue!”
continued on p. 3
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26

8th of Kislev 5778
No Religious School
No Jr Choir
Rehearsal

19

1st of Kislev 5778
9:30 am Religious
School
11:00 am Annual
Crafts Fair
11:30 am Jr Choir
Rehearsal
11:30 am KRMH
Food Delivery

12

9th of Kislev 5778

27

20

10th of Kislev 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm How to Create
an Ethical Will with
Rabbi Gardner
28

3rd of Kislev 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
No Hebrew School
6:00 pm How to Create
an Ethical Will with
Rabbi Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
21

2nd of Kislev 5778

13

25th of Cheshvan 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm How to Create
an Ethical Will with
Rabbi Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
14

18th of Cheshvan 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
No How to Create an
Ethical Will Class
6:00 pm Schweitzer lecture
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
7

Tuesday

24th of Cheshvan 5778

5

23rd of Cheshvan 5778
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 am Jr Choir
Rehearsal

6

16th of Cheshvan 5778
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 am Jr Choir
Rehearsal

Monday

17th of Cheshvan 5778

Sunday

29

11th of Kislev 5778
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

22

4th of Kislev 5778
No Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

15

26th of Cheshvan
5778
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

8

19th of Cheshvan 5778
7:00 pm WRJ
General Meeting
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

1

12th of Cheshvan 5778
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

Wednesday

12th of Kislev 5778

5th of Kislev 5778
Thanksgiving
Building closed

27th of Cheshvan 5778
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

9

2

30

23

16

20th of Cheshvan 5778
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

13th of Cheshvan 5778

Thursday

24

6th of Kislev 5778
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

17

28th of Cheshvan 5778
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
Service, followed by
potluck dinner
7:00 pm Ruach
Shabbat Service

10

21st of Cheshvan 5778
Veterans’ Day
observed
Main office closed
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

3

14th of Cheshvan 5778
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
Service
6:00 Jr Choir
Rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Eve Service with Jr
Choir, pizza dinner

Friday

4

25

7th of Kislev 5778
Parashat Vayetzei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush,
following service

18

29th of Cheshvan 5778
Parashat Toldot
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service

11

22nd of Cheshvan 5778
Parashat Chayei Sara
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service, followed by
Chavurah Study Group

15th of Cheshvan 5778
Parashat Vayera
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion,
followed by Extended
Kiddush
7:00 pm Auction and
Gala in Honor of Dr.
Rachel Radna

Saturday

November

Of course, not all changes will be made, and not all changes
should be made. But we should certainly respect the good
intentions of those who suggest them.
I think that Riverdale Temple is particularly blessed in its
leadership. The people who run the synagogue work very
hard. I am very grateful for all of the hard work that people do,
particularly our volunteers. I am especially grateful to the people
on the Executive Committee. These are the people who are always
on call to make decisions.
I know that in the past, some people have approached committee
members with ideas for changes that could be made. Perhaps
the committee member is thinking, “The committee has already
considered that, we are doing something else right now, I am too
busy to try something new,” and so gives the short answer, “No.”
This leads to the member feeling unappreciated, and in conflict
with a leadership that refuses to listen to advice or make changes.

The next step the member might take is out the door.
Another problem we have had is people making decisions
without the Executive Committee’s knowledge. This leads to
different groups in the synagogue working at cross-purposes. If
the Executive Committee is always kept in the loop, this will not
be a problem.
The Talmud tells us that we must judge everyone in the best
possible light. We should keep in mind that everyone who works
for the synagogue, either as a professional or as a volunteer, is
doing his or her best to make things better. If we keep a positive
attitude, we will work better together.
There is not a single person we do not need. There is not a single
person our community does not need. Therefore, let us treat each
person as infinitely valuable, because each person truly is.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
Shalom Chaveirim,
I wanted to share with you a moment of spiritual inspiration that
I experienced as I was walking home from my Liturgical Hebrew
Class. While walking, I found myself singing the second movement
of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7 in A Major, op. 92, which took
me back in time to the moment when I was an opera major at the
Academy of Music and Dance in Jerusalem. Our brilliant theory
teacher, Maestro Michael Wolpe, asked our large class to sing this
orchestral movement. He divided us into the lines of the orchestra
so that we could sing the entire movement. Our teacher took the
time to teach with patience, section by section, and he helped us to
listen to each other’s harmonies and nuances. By the end of class,
we were all singing together with much unity, passion, and joy. I
will always remember this powerful moment, and I encourage you
strongly to listen to this beautiful piece.
I kept asking myself why am I singing this piece, and why now?
My Liturgical Hebrew Class has eight students altogether, and
each one is at a different level. During the class we all sit together
around one table. Mostly, the students work in pairs, and sometimes
individually, while I keep circling around from student to student,
listening to their reading, correcting, going over their writing and
accent, and also making the time to teach some modern Hebrew. This
is not an easy task, but it is one that gives me the greatest fulfillment,
as I am very proud of my students’ journeys. A few of them have
been studying with me for more than two years and can now really

follow the siddur. Others began last spring and can now read with
fluency, and some have just begun learning letters and vowels.
Beethoven’s movement begins with the main melody played
by the violas and cellos, in a repeated rhythmic figure that rolls
forward in waves of texture and color, each one cresting and then
building again. This melody is then played by the second violins
while the violas and cellos play a second melody, described by
English writer George Grove as “a string of beauties hand-inhand,” with moments of delicate counterpoint in between the
swells. My students, whether they work in pairs or individually,
all work together in Chevruta—partnership—to achieve the same
goal, be learned and understand our services and liturgy better.
Even though they are focusing hard on learning a new language
and are at different levels, which can be intimidating by itself,
the atmosphere we achieve in our class is friendly and warm, full
of harmony, laughter, and positivity. And, most importantly, the
thread that binds us all together is the love and commitment to
Judaism, our community, and the Divine.
Let us continue making beautiful harmonies of learning and
growing together. As it is so beautifully summarized in our Ahavah
Raba prayer from our Shabbat morning liturgy (p. 230 in Mishkan
Tefilah), “O Merciful One, have mercy on us...making us able to
understand and discern, to heed, learn, and teach, and lovingly to
observe, perform, and fulfill all that is in Your Torah.”
L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
As I write this article, I am still thinking about the Ruach Shabbat
service on October 20, which was as uplifting and stirring a Shabbat
service at Riverdale Temple as I can remember. Rabbi Gardner’s
dramatic sermon was a warning that we need to change our ways
and not let our zeal for financial gain and political power outweigh
our concern for the safety and welfare of this planet and its
inhabitants. As our rabbi preached, “You cannot hurt others without
it rebounding back on you.” And I would add that you cannot help
others without it making you feel better than you felt before.
Cantor Sharett-Singer put together a marvelous set of musical
prayers and songs that had everyone tapping their toes, bobbing

their heads, and twisting their bodies to the tunes and rhythms of
the music. The three instrumentalists who joined her (Ofer Assaf
on piano and saxophone, Jonathan Singer on guitar, and Nadav
Snir-Zelniker on percussion) were simply marvelous. Hearing
them play and looking at their smiling, exuberant faces added so
much to the enjoyment of the service. Our cantor has a magnificent
voice and feels every note and every nuance of the music so
strongly that we cannot help being deeply moved by her, and she
asks—compels—us to sing along and clap along with her and with
the rabbi, thereby bringing all of us into the act of participating
together in the joy and religiosity of the worship experience.
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All our Shabbat services are spiritually rewarding, but the Ruach
Shabbat is also highly entertaining. Many congregants attended
last Friday evening. The “usual suspects” were there, but I also
saw a great many young parents and their very young children.
The youngest ones were giddy with pleasure, laughing, dancing,
moving around joyfully, and this was a beautiful thing to behold.
When the generations come together as they did that evening,
the words “our Riverdale Temple family” really take on a special
meaning. When we put our hands on the shoulders of others as
we recite the blessing over the challah at the start of the oneg, we
physically become a united whole. It is a good feeling!
I write these comments not only to reflect on the joy that
Riverdale Temple brings to many of us but also to encourage those

of you who show up only for the High Holidays and Yahrzeits
to give your temple a chance to sweeten your lives. We celebrate
birthdays, baby namings, bar and bat mitzvahs, Aufrufs, milestone
achievements throughout the year, on Fridays, on Saturdays, on
holidays—let us celebrate YOUR special days, too. It is easy to be
with old friends and to make new ones at the temple. It is a place
to escape loneliness, overcome shyness, be comforted, sing, pray,
and think about the meaning of life. So, please get involved, come
as often as you can, and even think about becoming a member of
the Board of Trustees, for this is a year during which we will select
a whole slate of new officers and Board members. If you want to
know more about anything mentioned in this article, please contact
Rachel Radna and me at president@riverdaletemple.org.
L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

TENTH ANNUAL FREDERICK M. SCHWEITZER LECTURE

When Jesus Was an Aryan: Christians, Nazis,
a n d th e Bibl e
Dr. Susannah Heschel
Susannah Heschel is the Eli Black Professor and chair of the
Jewish Studies Program at Dartmouth College. She is the
author of Abraham Geiger and the Jewish Jesus and The
Aryan Jesus: Christian Theologians and the Bible in Nazi
Germany, as well as numerous edited volumes and over 100
articles, including “Insider/ Outsider: American Jews and
Multiculturalism and Betrayal: German Churches and the
Holocaust.” She has held research grants from the Carnegie
Foundation, the Ford Foundation, a Rockefeller fellowship
at the National Humanities Center, and a yearlong fellowship
at the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin. She is a Guggenheim
Fellow and has just completed a book on the history of
European Jewish scholarship on Islam that will appear this
spring under the title Jüdischer Islam: Islam und jüdischdeutsche Selbstbestimmung, published by Mathes und Seitz
as part of the Fröhliche Wissenschaft series.

Building the sukkah last month. —Photo by Olivia Koppell

Tuesday, November 7 • 6:00–7:30 p.m.
Kelly Commons, Room 5B

Free to public • Refreshments will be served

The Simcha Learning Center Launches!

Our religious school began the new 2017–2018 school year
with a new name, new energy, and a new leader. Judy Weinberg
started her work as our synagogue’s education and engagement
specialist over the summer, and her hard work has already left
its imprint on our Simcha Learning Center. In the classrooms,
our children now focus on a monthly theme. In September,
it was Community, in October, Respect, and this month,
Kindness. Parents have been benefiting from colorful weekly
schedules sent to them with welcomed updates about activities
in the Center, and soon updates about what is happening in
each classroom will be going out. And, those classrooms are
bustling—enrollment is up by more than 25 percent this year.
Outside the classroom, Judy has inaugurated a wonderfully
engaging family workshop series that kicked off with a Sukkot
Family Workshop that filled our ballroom with singing, storytelling, and craft projects and culminated in decorating the
Sukkah. Sixth grader Lev Katz said the edible Sukkahs they

made from graham crackers, marshmallow fluff, and candy
have been a highlight of Sunday school so far this year.
And, with upcoming events including a school scavenger
hunt and Israeli dancing in November, there are surely more
superlatives ahead.
And our clergy remain our kids’ teachers and our rock. Sixth
grader Lucy Kassel had this to say about what she likes about
religious school: “I like meeting in the rabbi’s study because
we have interesting discussions with cool stories, funny jokes,
and learning.”
So, please join the temple leadership and religious school
families in welcoming Judy. If you have not met her yet or
have some ideas to pass along, feel free to email her at
judyw.rt@gmail.com!
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—Craig L. Katz, M.D.,
on behalf of the Religious School Committee

Bulletin Board
November

Auction for Action/Dr. Rachel Radna Gala
Frederick M. Schweitzer Lecture
Annual Crafts Fair
KRHM Food Delivery

Nov. 4
Nov. 7
Nov. 19
Nov. 19

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
November 17. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).
Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3
Rabbi
4

Cantor
Simcha Learning Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

5
6
7
8
9

Congratulations!

Morgan Greene, and Joanne Heyman and Joe Greene
on daughter Morgan’s bat mitzvah celebration
Dr. Frances Segan in honor of the bar mitzvah
celebration of her grandson Noah Tocaben
Ronna Weber in honor of the marriage of her daughter
Nicole Weber to Evan Weiner
Recapture the joy of reading
through the JBI Library
for
visually
impaired,
blind,
and
readingdisabled individuals, all provided free of charge and delivered
to your doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
ushmm.org/resourcecenter, click on Holocaust Survivors
and Victims Resource Center to complete the form. Contact
information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource
Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-4886112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org.

Coming Up in December

Social Action Coat Drive
Social Action Meeting
YIVO Lecture
WRJ Latke Fry-Off Party

Dec. 1–27
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 15

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot program
in the Bronx. We can now recycle our food scraps. Please
observe the different signs on the garbage receptacles and
put throwaways in the proper container. We are pioneers
in a wonderful program—please join the effort in caring
for our environment. Thank you!

If you need transportation to and/or from services
at the temple, please call the office at 718-5483800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.
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Nursery School News
Riverdale Temple Nursery School has been truly
magical this fall. There is a wonderful energy in all
the classes. Children have been taking fall walks
and collecting leaves and pine cones to make
collages and stabiles, as they study about fall.
In October we had our First Annual Harvest
Fair. There was face painting, crafts, and food,
and a good time was had by all. Rabbi Gardner, Alina, Runia, and
Israel were wonderful and sang for all! We are already planning
for next year!
Please come and take a walk around our school. We are working
on making it ever more beautiful. Ms. Anna has been painting a
tree on our front door, we have beautiful photographs of children
in our playroom, and the maintenance men this summer painted
all our rooms a calm green so that children can be more focused
on their work! We believe that the children and teachers deserve a
beautiful space to work and play in.
The Twos have beautiful apple collages and nature stabiles outside
their door. They are learning to work with clay.
The Threes are working on fall paintings and collages. They have
painted pictures of pumpkins, created leaf collages, tasted different
apples, and are learning about sinking and floating.

We have a new Mommy and Me Program on Fridays. If you are
around, peek into Room 201. It is incredible! The Crawlers Class
is from 9:15 to 10:00 a.m., and the Walkers Class is from 10:15 to
11:15 p.m. Cristin Messinger is leading the class. The children are
climbing, doing art work, singing, and listening to stories. It is also
a special time for mommies and caregivers to get together.
We are working on a new space in the Nursery School, Room 301.
It is an open space. We want a space where children can explore
and do open-ended work. Children will be able to draw, create
collages, and work on manipulatives and puzzles in this room. We
believe it is truly important for children to have the space to create
whatever is in their heart!!
We are partnering with Westchester Community College and will be
hosting students throughout the year to visit and support their studies.
Tours
Tours have begun for the 2018–2019 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at
718-796-0335 or email at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. I have
already had a few tours and applications for next year, and we do
have limited space.
School Closings
November 7: Pre-K closed for Professional Development

The Pre-K unit this month has been devoted to the senses. They are
doing taste tests, listening walks, and smelling tests. They are also
studying different artists and creating their own artwork, copying
the style of the artist. They have been studying Seurat and Matisse.

November 23: Thanksgiving

The Pre-K has a new math curriculum called Building Blocks.
Each day they work on different math concepts. Right now they
are working on geometry!!! Pretty impressive! They are also
learning to subitize!

Just a lovely quote: “Only with the heart can one see rightly. What
is essential is invisible to the eye.” Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, The
Little Prince

November 24: Thanksgiving

November 29: Parent-Teacher Conferences. School closed for
Twos and Threes. Pre-K open. Pre-K conferences in the evening.

—Linda Herman, Director

Tot Shabbat Services
Do you like to eat?

Do you like schmoozing
with your friends at RT?

WHY NOT SPONSOR AN
ONEG/EXTENDED KIDDUSH
ON SHABBAT?
Birthdays, anniversaries,
graduations, and yahrzeits
are great times to sponsor a
kiddush for our community.
Contact Joanne Heyman at
jheyman@weichert.com or
914-715-3234 for more
information

During the school year, Tot Shabbat
services usually take place twice a month
on Friday (see the calendar on p. 2, as times
and frequency vary). These special services
are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor
Sharett-Singer and include singing and guitar playing. For potluck
dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food
February 14-25, 2018
allergies and kashrut observance Israel
(allTripdishes
will be labeled). This
month’s services are on November 3 and 17.
Dear Congregants,

We are moving ahead on our Israel trip!
Some have asked me if nonmembers can come on the trip. Absolutely! Bring your
friends and family!
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

Israel Trip February 14–25, 2018

Dear Congregants,
We are moving ahead on
our Israel trip!
Some have asked me if
nonmembers can come
on the trip. Absolutely!
Bring your friends and
family!
—Rabbi Tom Gardner
6 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
The WRJ has not slowed down! After a successful “Brunch in
the Sukkah” on October 8, everyone has turned their attention
to the November 4th gala honoring Dr. Rachel Radna, and the
wonderful Artisan and Fair Trade Crafts Fair and Kids’ Arts-andCrafts Family Fun Day, scheduled for Sunday, November 19, from
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (see p. 11). It is the perfect local, one-stop
shopping opportunity for quality, one-of-a-kind handmade holiday
gifts—as well as a fun, out-of-the-house day of entertainment for
families and kids. A crafting event for kids, which includes three
different activities and instruction and all materials, will also be

available for $5 per child. Adding to the fun for young and old will
be a raffle, and a full array of snacks, baked goods, and beverages.
A special “thank you” to Frances Segan and Barbara Ferber for
hosting a Friday night Kiddush and to Dr. Rachel Radna and Susan
Birnbaum for helping supervise the “Brunch in the Sukkah.”
If you would like to host a Friday night Kiddush, please contact us.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, November 8. We look forward to
seeing you and including you in our future events.
—Eugenia Zakharov and Joanne Heyman, Co-Presidents

Social Action
A BIG THANK YOU! Many thanks to everyone who donated
groceries to the KRMH Pantry for the special Rosh HashanahYom Kippur bag collection. Special appreciation to all those who
helped to pack and take our temple donations to the Pantry: Jeff
Sklar, James Resnick, Oscar Hernandez, Sherrill Spatz, Audrey
Ott, Helen and Tom Krim, David Greenfield, Phil Clarke, and Ruth
Loebmann.
Please continue to donate healthful, current groceries for the
KRMH Pantry. We take the temple donations once a month to
the Pantry. Next time: November 19, at 11:30 a.m.

NEXT MEETING: December 3, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. We have
scheduled it early to enable parents of Religious School children
to come. The meeting is in the conference room. Everyone is
welcome to attend. We shall be planning for Mitzvah Day outreach
that takes place in January–February.
Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Men’s Club

PAJAMA PROGRAM COLLECTION: For this year’s collection, The column will return in the December issue.
we have two ways to donate NEW pajamas for children and teen/
—Steve Rosenfeld, President
young adult sizes: (1) lighter weight pajamas for people affected
by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma in Texas and Florida; (2) winter
or heavier weight pajamas for youngsters living in our local area
in shelters or group homes or in need. Some people may relocate
RIVERDALE TEMPLE • TRIP TO ISRAEL • LED BY RABBI THOMAS A. GARDNER
from Puerto Rico to the New York area and be in need. We are
working directly with the Pajama Program, which started here in
Riverdale and grew to be nationwide. If everyone would donate
at least one pair of new pajamas, we would have a wonderful
TO ISRAE
collection to donate. The collection goes to November 14: boxes
RIPF e b r u a r y 1 4 – 2L5 , 2
T
are outside the sanctuary.
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LOOKING AHEAD: From December 1 to 27, we will be
collecting gently used coats and jackets for the homeless and
needy. There will be a collection box in front of the sanctuary.
Please start to look over your collection of coats/jackets to see
what you might want to donate.
KRMH HOLIDAY GIFT BAG PACKING, December 10. We
shall be packing the snowflake bags for needy children and adults
in our area. Please come to help from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the
Riverdale Presbyterian Church (which has a parking lot). Receiving
organizations include The Men’s Shelter at the Society for Ethical
Culture, the Riverdale Y homebound seniors, the Women’s Shelter
near the Grand Concourse, KH Community Center, and the Church
of the Mediator’s neighborhood children program.
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PUERTO RICO: There are many ways to donate and support
our friends and neighbors in Puerto Rico. Police and firehouses
are still collecting water, batteries, candles, personal care items,
etc. There are several funds dedicated to helping there, such as
the NYS Federation, Hispanic Federation, and UNICEFUSA.
Please help in whatever way works best for you.

THE ISRAEL TRIP
From $2,999 land only
INCLUDES








9 nights’ accommodation + late check-out on last day
7 days of touring in a luxury, air-conditioned motorcoach with licensed, English-speaking tour educator +
1 walking tour on Shabbat
1 group transfer and assistance from/to the airport
All site entrance fees and program fees as per itinerary
Meals: Breakfast daily & 6 dinners
Portage at the airport and hotels

For more details please contact Rabbi Thomas Gardner at rabbigardner@riverdaletemple.org
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Dear Each and Every One of My Fellow Riverdale Temple Congregants:
I want to thank each of you so very much for making this year’s High Holiday services so wonderful.
In the twelve years I have been organizing the High Holiday ushers and greeters and phone callers, I have seen the level of congregant
involvement grow stronger each year.
This year also included some new ushers and callers, and I very much appreciate their participation.
So let me offer a big round of applause, a giant pat on the back, and a truly heartfelt “thank you” to all.
Lastly, I also wanted to thank Terri, Eurides Osorio, and the entire custodial staff for doing all the advance work that allows us to be
a family congregation. Thumbs up!
Be well, Rob Katz
This year’s ushers and greeters were Shelley Ast, Amy Bensen, Henry Bensen, Howard Birnbaum, Susan Birnbaum, Phil Clarke,
Beth Fertig, Michael Friedman, David Glickenstein, Gerri Glickenstein, Stuart Goldshein, David Greenfield, Sylvia Gottlieb, Joanne
Heyman, Carol Kassel, Lucy Kassel, Sherry Kassel, Craig Katz, Dorothy Kay, Olivia Koppell, Helen Krim, Ruth Loebmann, Rita
Pochter Lowe, Steve Rosenfeld, Cordell Schachter, Phil Schachter, Frederick Schweitzer, Scott Sirkin, Sherrill Spatz, Fay Statsky,
Ronni Stolzenberg, David Wolovick, and Judith Zucker.

Adult Education
Those of you who have heard about the
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research might
have been elated to learn about the important
news described in a New York Times article
published on October 19, 2017. This article
announced an important new discovery of
Yiddish documents that were hidden from
the Nazis in the basement of a former church
in Vilnius, Lithuania. David Fishman, who gave a talk at
Riverdale Temple last spring discussing his new book, The
Book Smugglers, was sent recently to Vilnius to examine this
recent discovery of 170,000 pages. His reply upon his return
was of sheer elation about their rescue.
This discovery of works (including newly found writings by
Sholem Aleichem, Abraham Sutzkever, an important Yiddish
poet, and Abraham Goldfaden, the father of the Yiddish theater,
among others) is highly significant, and some of them went on
display at the YIVO at 15 West 16th Street, starting Tuesday,
October 24.
If enough people are interested (at least 15), I can arrange with
Jonathan Brent, YIVO’s executive director, for a temple visit
to the YIVO to see some of these treasures. In the past we
have been enormously impressed with visits that enabled us
to see examples of rare items that were pulled from YIVO’s
collection for our viewing. Some of the newly found papers will
be displayed at the YIVO for a limited time, so the visit would
have to take place in November. Let me know at ymarrin@
gmail.com of your interest

hilarious stories provide a window into an unknown Yiddish
world that was.
Rabbi Gardner’s Classes (free of charge)

Lunch and Learn: The Prophets meets Tuesdays from noon
to 1:00 p.m.
How to Create an Ethical Will meets Tuesdays from 6:00 to
7:00 p.m.
Cantor Sharett-Singer’s Classes

Liturgical Hebrew meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. Tuition is
$125 per six-week session.

Haftarah Chanting Class meets Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Free for members.
All classes meet in the conference room.

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on November 11, following the
communal kiddush, to read and discuss the Torah portion
Chayei Sara. This portion is full of endings and beginnings,
with two deaths (Sara and Abraham) and two marriages (Isaac
to Rebecca and Abraham to Ketura). There are always new
perspectives and insights to be gained when we re-read the
Torah, so please join in our discussion and add your questions
and interpretations of our text.

YIVO Jewish Culture Series

For the 2017–2018 program year, the first lecture will take
place on December 10, at 2:00 p.m., in the sanctuary. Dr.
Eddy Portnoy, senior researcher and exhibition curator at the
YIVO, will present chronicles about the infamies of urban
Jewish life as seen through the pages of the Yiddish press prior
to World War II. One part Isaac Bashevis Singer and one part
Jerry Springer, these irreverent, unvarnished, and frequently
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—Dr. Ronna Weber

Contributions
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph
Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents
Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

Shelley Ast

In Honor

Rabbi Gardner for your inspirational
High Holy Day Services

Cantor Sharett-Singer for the
beautiful music during the High Holy
Day Services
Bruce C. Bereano

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Hermina and Daniel
Birnbaum

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Irene Brenner

Arline Brown and Susan
Brown Mandel

My aliyah on Yom Kippur

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services
Mandel Family and Riverdale
Temple’s High Holy Day Services

Blossom Carlton

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Roberta and Morris
Goldman

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Rose and Michael
Goligorsky

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Henry Jacobs

Joyce and Howard Jaffe
Dorothy M. Kay
Helen and Tom Krim

Joanne and Alan Lehman
Edith and Paul Licker
Jay Nadler

Arlene and Harry Potok

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services
Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Ron Rothschild, with love, get well
soon!
Rabbi Gardner for Nora’s baby
naming

Cantor Sharett-Singer for Nora’s
baby naming

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services
Jean Daniels

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services
Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Donor

In Honor

Phyllis and Michael
Putman

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Cynthia and Joel
Rabinowitz

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Stuart Ring

Anna Sadkin
Irv Schwartz
Tracy Chutorian Selmer
and Eric Selmer

Riverdale Temple’s 2017 High Holy
Day Services
Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services
Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services
Riverdale Temple’s FREE 2017 High
Holy Day Services

Miriam Stolzenberg

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Ronni Stolzenberg and
Martin Kleinman

Susan and Howard Birnbaum’s
birthdays!

Donor

In Memory

Margery Baker-Riker and
Stephen Riker

Robert C. Baker, beloved father of
Margery Baker-Riker

Dorothy Baer

Naomi Bernstein
Irene Brenner
Harold Caplan
Rochelle Clark

Jean Daniels
Phyllis and Jack Fisher
Michael Friedman
Renee Gallay

Pauline Baer, beloved mother-in-law

Lottie and Jack Mittleman and Elliott
Bernstein, beloved family members
Riva Goldstein, beloved friend and
fellow congregant
Sadie and David Caplan, beloved
parents
Arthur Clark, beloved husband

Lynn Radom, cherished family
member

Edith Licker, beloved sister-in-law
Frances Licker, beloved mother

Cybèle Fisher-Koppel, beloved
daughter

Rose Bloch, beloved grandmother
Dr. Bernard Looks, beloved brother
continued on p. 10

To My Fellow Congregants
Now that we have a sufficient supply of our new prayer books for our Shabbat and Festival services, I am eager
to activate the Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund to purchase new books for the High Holy Days
services. I’m sure you will agree that the books presently being used for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are
becoming outdated and difficult to follow. I will donate seed money, but your contributions are needed so that we
can reach our new goal of purchasing enough new books in time for the 2018 High Holy Days season. We also
desperately need more copies of the new Plaut Commentary books, and the Book Fund will aim to cover this
cost as well. Contributions to the Book Fund can be made if you are sending in a donation to the temple for any reason. I ask that you please
think of the Book Fund and help us reach our goal to afford new High Holy Days prayer books and new Plaut Commentaries for our Torah
discussions. We are planning to have an indicator in the lobby showing our progress. Please be a part of this fundraising effort. I thank you
in advance, and I look forward to a successful outcome.
—Dorothy Kay
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Donor

In Memory

Donor

In Memory

Gerri and David
Glickenstein

Frank Glickenstein, beloved father of
David Glickenstein

Kathleen and Jonathan
Parker

Annette Parker, beloved mother of
Jonathan Parker

Mary Ann and Dan
Goldstein

Fanny Cohen and Leopold Goldstein,
beloved parents of Dan Goldstein

Lesley and David Holzer

Samuel Lustig, beloved family
member

Shelley and Steven
Goldstein

Dorothy M. Kay

Irwin Goldstein, beloved father of
of Steven Goldstein

Hank Grossman, beloved brother of
Helen Silber

Linda Kleinman

Gertrude R. Kleinman, beloved
mother-in-law

Edith and Paul Licker

Frances Licker, beloved mother of
Paul Licker

Gail and Harriet Martin

Harry Samalin, beloved father of
Harriet Martin

Michelle and Robin
Minkoff

Beloved parents

Wendy J. Parker

Ethel Parker-Dubrov and Max
Halper, beloved grandparents

Annette Parker, beloved mother

Marilyn and Emil Propper

Bessie Cohen, beloved mother of
Marilyn Propper

Irene and Jeffrey
Rabinowitz

Henrietta Krauss, beloved family
member

Paul Rosenberg

James Schnitzer
Frances Segan

Judy and Harvey Tauber
Karina and Robert Zolt

Leonard Y. Rosenberg, beloved
father

Hedy Schnitzer, beloved mother

Riva Goldstein, beloved friend and
fellow congregant
Anna and Charles Tauber, beloved
parents of Harvey Tauber
Ilene, Pearl, and Abraham Zolt,
beloved sister and parents of
Robert Zolt

Condolences

To
David Pinsley

On the loss of
Diane Pinsley, beloved mother

Helen Silber

Hank Grossman, beloved brother

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: November Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5

George Braun
Hattie Fertig
Elaine Katz
Leslie Litt
Helen Fein
Robert Fein
Catherine (Kitty) Haines
Eugene Levy
Clara White
Dorothy Wolf
Mildred Zuckerman
Celia Altman
Leo Evans
Irving Friedman
Phil Katz
Golde Pinsky
Paul Sertner
Solomon Weinstock
Sam Moskowitz
Arthur I. Pobliner
Joseph Rappaport
Minnie Soicher
Kaethe Spiegel
Steven Joseph Spitz
Harry Feinberg
Jerry Feinberg
Marilyn Gefter
Theodore Gruen

5 David Hoffman
5 Robert Mozlin
6 Edward Fogel
6 Linda Sue Gray
7 Judge Edward L. Block
7 Leonid Krasnopolsky
7 Joseph Saraga
8 Abraham Gordon
8 Terry Stafford
8 Yetta Young
9 Randall Leland Kirp 		
		Bereano
9 Celia Bloustein
9 Rebecca Harris Feingold
9 Dr. Bernard Looks
9 Samuel Wilensky
10 Michael Braunstein
10 Moe Silvers
11 Heda Cohen Chazen
12 Ada Herman
12 Marion Molsky
12 Jack Penn
12 Milton Platt
12 Mark Thomas
12 Lawrence Tick
13 Eva Semmel
14 Seymour Felder
14 Morris Naftal

15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21

Martin Paul Brier
Esther Schlesinger
Margaret Spath
Grace Feinberg
Barbara Glickenstein
Stanley Silber
Turner Joseph Soloway
Max Warshaw
Margot Baldinger
Saul Jaffe
Lillian Kalish Spachner
Minnie Ulanoff
Bertha Friedlich Rothstein
Vide Wiggs
Abraham Borut
Charles Gold
David Turiel
Louis Egel
Arthur Hatz
Yaahov Hirsch
Leopold Holzman
Ida Kurtin
Louis Maier
Harry L. Salb
Fay Schweitzer
Maurice Bender
David Hartman
Sol Liebowitz
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21
21
22
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
29
30
30
30

William Parker
Emma Weiner
Dinah Avrach
Ida Pearlman
William Schweitzer
Adele E. Miller
Herman I. Rothman
Rebecca Mandel
Avis Shulman
Yacob Zayde
Milton B. Liman
Cilli Majerczyk
Freda Warshaw
Jack Weintraub
Russell Oberlin
Dorothy Storm Konel
Jack Blumenthal
Harry Burgeman
Jerry Daniels
Irving Schneider
Fannie Bialek
William Mallin
Max Oppenheimer
Harold Schwartz
Frieda Sugarman
Channah Brenner
Sidney Maskit
Eva Murstein

Family Friendly Shabbat Service & Potluck!
Friday, November 3, Sanctuary

5:00–5:30 p.m.—Tot Shabbat
Partake in a spirited Shabbat service led by our clergy with
special guest speaker Dr. Michael Kay, Head of the Solomon
Schechter School of Westchester
5:30–6:00 p.m.—Dinner, Crafts & Free-Play
Kosher, nut-free, dairy dinner sponsored by
Solomon Schechter School of Westchester

Please sign up at:

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c4ca8ad2da20-november1

OPEN HEARTS . OPEN MINDS
W W W. R I V E R DA L E T E M P L E .O R G
718-548-3800
FIND US ON

RIVERDALE TEMPLE
4545 Independence Avenue
Corner of 246th Street
Bronx, NY 10471

A Sunday Fun Day for the Whole Family
November 19 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

CRAFTS FAIR

WITH GORGEOUS HOLIDAY GIFTS
FOR EVERYONE ON YOUR LIST
Lots of fun, rafﬂes,
prizes, and delicious
refreshments

KIDS’ CRAFTING PROJECTS
WITH ALL MATERIALS
PROVIDED
$5 includes all projects

Admission Is Free!
Parking Is Free!
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Dr. Rachel Radna
Dr. L. Michael Griffel

4545 Independence Avenue
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affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
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Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
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Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.
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Bulletin Proofreaders
Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,
Sylvia Gottlieb, L. Michael Griffel,
Olivia Koppell, Ruth Loebmann

Inside This Issue

Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L.
Judith S. Lewis

1
1
2
3
3
4
4
5

Worship Schedule
The Rabbi’s Column
Monthly Calendar
The Cantor’s Column
The President’s Column
Frederick M. Schweitzer Lecture
Simcha Learning Center
Bulletin Board

6
6
		
6
7
7
7
7

Bulletin Editor
Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.

Nursery School News
Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat/		
Extended Kiddush
Tot Shabbat Services
Women of Reform Judaism
Men’s Club
Israel Trip
Social Action
12 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

8
8
9
9
10
10
11
11

Thank You from Rob Katz
Adult Education
Contributions
Kay Prayer Book Fund
Condolences
Yahrzeit Observances
Tot Shabbat
Annual Crafts Fair

