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y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi
From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Fridays
Nov. 4
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Nov. 11
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Nov. 18
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat with potluck
dinner
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Nov. 25
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Saturdays

Nov. 5
Nov. 12
Nov. 19
Nov. 26

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning
Service*
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Chavurah study following service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

*Open congregational meeting follows Nov. 5
Extended Kiddush (see p. 11).

yidishe kultur-serye
IV

J e w i s h C u l t u r e s e r i e s 2016-2017
Come learn with YIVO and Riverdale Temple!

LAUGHTER IS HEALTHY
— DRAMATIC READING —

In Honor of the 100th Yortsayt of Sholem Aleichem

Known for creating Tevye the Dairyman,
Sholem Aleichem is the best-loved Yiddish
writer of all time. Join Tony-nominated director and actress Eleanor Reissa and international star of the Yiddish stage Shane Baker
as they bring to life an assortment of dreamers, schemers, shlimazlen, and luftmentshn.

SUNDAY

13, 2016
Sunday, November 13,NOVEMBER
2:00 p.m.
2:00PM
(see p. 8 for details)

In both Yiddish and English for your
entertainment.
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The Rabbi’s Column
Shanah tovah! I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays. There is a lot of work
that goes into organizing our services, but I still enjoyed them very much.
I was glad to see so many people, some whom I don’t see as often for
Shabbat services.
The only day when we did not have a good number of people was for the
second day of Sukkot, on October 18. We did not have a minyan, and so
we did not read Torah. A friend of mine sent me an article from an online
magazine about more and more Orthodox Jews deciding not to keep the
second day of Jewish holidays.
As you know, the Torah called for one day of Rosh Hashanah, one day
of Shavuot, etc. Since the months originally began when the sighting of
the new moon was reported at the Temple in Jerusalem, Jewish people who
lived far from the Holy City did not always know exactly what day of the
Jewish month it was. They began to celebrate two days of the holiday to
make sure that they were celebrating the holiday on the right day at least
one of the two days.
By the tenth century of the Common Era, and possibly much earlier,
Jews were using mathematical calendars, and so there was no longer a
need to have two days of a holiday. People knew when the holidays were.
However, once something becomes part of Jewish tradition, it is very hard
to get it out, and people continue celebrating two days of the holiday to
this very day. It was not until the iconoclastic Reform movement arose that
some Jews (outside the land of Israel) had the courage to say that, even
though this was part of Jewish tradition, it was a solution for a problem
that no longer existed. Therefore, many Reform Jews do not keep two days
of the holidays.
Of course, the two days are sometimes helpful. A couple can go to the
home of one person’s parents for the first Seder and the other person’s
parents for the second. Those reasons aside, why would anybody keep two
days of a holiday?
In the Orthodox world, the answer is pretty clear. You are supposed to
keep two days of a holiday. It is a Jewish tradition, which cannot be lightly
abandoned. Furthermore, more to the point or not, it is part of the standard
practice in the Orthodox world. It is part of the price one pays for being a
full-fledged member of an Orthodox community. But why would one keep
two days of a holiday in the Reform world?

FREE ADMISSION

Riverdale Temple Sanctuary
4545 Independence Ave (at 246th St)
Riverdale, NY 10471

YIVO.ORG · RIVERDALETEMPLE.ORG
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6

27

26 Heshvan 5777
No Religious School
No Jr. Choir rehearsal

27 Heshvan 5777

Nursery School

28

29

28 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm WRJ Book Club
meeting

22

21 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School

14 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School

8

20 Heshvan 5777
19 Heshvan 5777
No Religious School
Nursery School
No Jr. Choir rehearsal
10:30 am Social Action
meeting
11:30 am KRMH Food
Donation pickup
21
and delivery
20

7

7 Heshvan 5777
Election Day
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School

1

30 Tishrei 5777
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm WRJ Meeting

Tuesday

15

13 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School

6 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School

Monday

14

13

12 Heshvan 5777
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 a.m. Jr. Choir
rehearsal
Noon Nursery School
Book Fair (through
Nov. 18)
2:00 pm YIVO
Lecture Series

5 Heshvan 5777
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 a.m. Jr. Choir
rehearsal

Sunday

2

23

16

30

29 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School:
Parent-Teacher
conferences, no school
for 2s, 3s; UPK open,
conferences in evening

22 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School

15 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School

9

8 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
7:30 pm Executive
Committee meeting

1 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School:
UPK closed for
professional
development

Wednesday

23 Heshvan 5777
Thanksgiving Day
No Nursery School

16 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

9 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School

2 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School

Thursday

24

17

10

3

25

24 Heshvan 5777
No Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

18

17 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat Service
with potluck
dinner
7:00 pm Ruach
Shabbat Eve
Service

11

10 Heshvan 5777
Veteran’s Day
No Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

4

3 Heshvan 5777
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:00 pm Jr. Choir
rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Eve Service with
Jr. Choir, followed
by potluck dinner

Friday

12

26

25 Heshvan 5777
Parashat Chayei Sara
10:30 am Shabbat
Service with Torah
discussion

19

18 Heshvan 5777
Parashat Vayera
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Chavurah Study group
following service and
communal lunch

11 Heshvan 5777
Parashat Lech-Lecha
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Men’s Club meeting
following service
7:30 pm Wine, Cheese
& Karaoke

5

4 Heshvan 5777
Parashat Noach
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Open congregational
meeting following
Extended Kiddush

Saturday

November

To ask this question is to come perilously close to a bigger
question lurking in the heart of Reform Judaism. In the Reform
world, why does one do anything?
If the question were about the Orthodox world, we could find
a number of answers. You are obligated to do certain things. Gd
commanded us. You have to. To gain reward and avoid punishment.
To become closer to the Holy One. Are any of these answers useful
to Reform Jews?
One might say that, for a Reform Jew, we do certain religious
things because we get something out of them. We come to Shabbat
services, or have a Seder, or have a mezuzah, because doing so
gives us joy.
The problem with this is that what can we say if someone tells
us he finds joy in worshipping Satan in the middle of his Passover
Seder? Or if she bought a great menorah, but it only has holders
for six candles, and so she only keeps Chanukah for six days? Or,
more likely, when a child says he does not want to come to services
because they do not bring him joy?
There must be some reason that we do what we do besides what
we get from it. Partly, I think, we are returning something to Judaism
and to the Jewish community. When we show up at services even
when we are tired, when we give tzedakah although we have been
worrying about our budget, we help to keep Judaism strong. This
includes things that we do only because they are traditional, or
because it is what Jews do. I wear a kippah not because I feel
I have to, but because it is what Jews do. I keep a second day
of a holiday because it is a Jewish tradition, not because I think

that Moses was commanded to do so on Mount Sinai. I do these
things because they speak of my commitment to Judaism, and in a
language that every Jew understands.
In the article about Orthodox Jews, they spoke of self-employed
people who lost income by keeping the second day of a holiday.
I can see why someone in that position might decide to go back
to work on the second day. A good friend of mine had a knee
replacement this past second day of Sukkot, even though she keeps
the mitzvot. That was the time the surgeon had available. This is
completely understandable.
Our society is a very busy one. We always have things to do. We
work, we study, we read, we keep up with social media, we watch
television, and we have very little free time. There is always a
great deal of pressure to get back to our normal lives on holidays.
All the more so on the second day of a holiday, a day that is only
kept because it is a tradition.
I am sorry that all of us do not find so much joy in the Jewish
holidays that we would want to keep them for that reason alone,
if for no other. I am sorry that we do not find enough joy in the
holidays that we would try, despite the inconvenience, to keep the
second day. I am sorry that our society is not flexible enough to
make keeping the second day (and even the first) easy.
It is tough to be a Jew, as the old saying goes, and it always has
been. So we continue to muddle through, doing what we can, out
of a mixture of obligation and joy. Long may we continue to do so
in good health!
–Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column

Shalom Chaveirim—Shalom, my friends.
I wanted to share with you how grateful I am for the many
moments we had of communal singing during Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur services. I have had a chance to experience a
congregation that served as a “spontaneous Jewish choir.” This
“spontaneous” singing is not a new idea at all. In many ways, it’s
actually a return to a centuries-old shul setup where, for generations,
the meshorerim (choristers) gathered around the chazzan (cantor)
at a low-level bimah (platform) in the center of the room to sing
spontaneous harmonies.
When we are sitting or standing together in our sanctuary, we
are able to feel immediate connections with each other’s voices in
real time. What this means is that we’re not only people singing
at the same time, but we actually sing together in ways that allow
us to respond to each other’s musical prayer. More than at any
previous High Holy Day, I experienced at many times congregants
humming improvised nusach (chant), as well as communalresponse moments, which are found in abundance in the High

Holy Days. Music changes when other people enter the scene,
often miraculously and for the better. Theoreticians describe the
interactions of musical overtones, but mostly what I feel is the
interactions of energies. Often these energies add up to much more
than the sum of their parts. What’s more, they create a combined,
unpredictable magic that can be experienced only once, for next
time it will change. Shared music, in short, is ephemeral, a product
of the here and now.
My most important goal is to communicate a love for Jewish music,
and, thereby, to teach others to love and engage positively with music,
too. Moreover, I find facilitating Jewish music to be one of the most
rewarding teaching experiences there is. I invite you all to “release the
harmonies!” Even if you forget the tune, laugh about it! I reassure
you that this is to be expected. Let’s all pave the way for creating a
shared space in which divine inspiration can potentially enter.
L’hitraot,
–Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
Our recent High Holy Day services were as beautiful as any I can
recall in my 45 years of membership in Riverdale Temple. Not
only did we experience things that we expect from our clergy, such
as words of wisdom and encouragement from Rabbi Gardner and
music of transporting beauty from Cantor Sharett-Singer, but we
also were treated to a number of delightful surprises: an eightperson choir of skilled and sensitive voices, a fine organist (Joseph
Mohan) who could also play the piano brilliantly, our cantor’s sister

(Gili Sharett) adding the resonance of her bassoon to the vocal
ensemble, one of our newest congregants (Amy Zoloto) joining
the ensemble on clarinet, our cantor’s husband (Jonathan Singer)
adding the sound of his guitar at times, and, of course, our stentorian
shofar blowers, Jonathan Singer and Bruce Zayde. Bruce’s tekiah
gedolah might have been the longest one ever heard in Riverdale!
Then, of course, there were our young congregants (Jonah Barricklo,
Jenna Barricklo, Jessi McGlashan, and Lucy Kassel), who warmed
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our hearts with their lovely singing, and also the many congregants
who read from the Torah, recited the Haftarah, and participated in
various other ways. The Riverdale Temple family was a unified
shining star throughout these holy days!
Our greeters and ushers (see below) made everyone entering the
sanctuary feel welcome and appreciated. From our vantage point
on the bimah, Rachel Radna and I could feel the warmth and rapt
attention of the congregation, and their participation in the prayers
and songs at each of the services made us feel very good!
Now that we are in the middle of autumn and winter is fast
approaching, let us not allow the warmth of recent weeks to fade

away. Let us attend as many of the Shabbat services and myriad
events at our temple as we can. When the temperature falls and we
need scarves and gloves as we leave home to come to the temple,
we will feel warm again once we step inside and celebrate our
Jewishness together. We are blessed with caring and gifted clergy
who are always ready to enrich our days with their words and
music. Let’s take advantage of their great gifts. And let us also
keep up that congregational spirit that fueled our High Holy Day
services throughout the year!
—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

Dear Each and Every One of My Fellow Riverdale Temple Congregants
With my foot being broken right before Rosh Hashanah, this was a particularly difficult High Holiday season. I want to thank each
of you so very much for making this year’s High Holiday services so wonderful. In the eleven years I have been organizing the High
Holiday ushers and greeters and phone callers, I have seen the level of congregant involvement grow stronger each year.
This year also included some new ushers and callers and I very much appreciate their participation.
So let me offer a big round of applause, a giant pat on the back, and a truly heartfelt “thank you” to all.
I would stand up and cheer but I still can’t do that without the crutches. But soon!
This year’s ushers and greeters were: Shelley Ast, JB Barricklo, Nancy Barricklo, Amy Bensen, Henry Bensen, Howard Birnbaum,
Susan Birnbaum, Phil Clarke, Carole Feinberg, Michael Friedman, David Glickenstein, Gerri Glickenstein, Sylvia Gottlieb, David
Greenfield, Joanne Heyman, Carol Kassel, Lucy Kassel, Sherry Kassel, Craig Katz, Dorothy Kay, Martin Kleinman, Olivia Koppell,
Helen Krim, Ruth Loebmann, Rita Pochter Lowe, Howard Malatzky, Cordell Schachter, Frederick Schweitzer, Scott Sirkin, Sherrill
Spatz, Fay Statsky, David Wolovick, and Judith Zucker. —Rob Katz

Thank you to the Riverdale Temple bakers for providing sweetness to the congregation
on the way home from Yom Kippur services:
Susan Birnbaum
Dorothy Kay
Rachel Radna
Sherrill Spatz
Ronna Weber

Extended Kiddush

We have an extended Kiddush each week, following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides
bagels and cream cheese. People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the
Kiddush. You might want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show
off your culinary talent (or shopping ability). You could also make a donation to the Extended Kiddush
Fund. Call the office to let us know if you will be contributing to the Kiddush so we can plan properly.

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat—
An Opportunity to Share!

Perhaps you want to honor a birthday,
an anniversary, commemorate a
yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with our
congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and
leave a message for Irene Brenner.

Babysitting Service

The temple now offers babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery
School teachers) during Shabbat morning, so that parents may attend
the service, but babysitting will be provided only if there is enough
interest. Please call the office or send an e-mail to rivtemple@aol.
com (put babysitting in subject line) and let us know if you will avail
yourself of this service.

Tot Shabbat Services

Tot Shabbat services usually take place
twice a month on Friday, from 5:30
to 6:00 p.m. (see the calendar on p. 2).
These special services are led by Rabbi
Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and
include singing and guitar playing. They
are family friendly and appropriate for all
ages, especially children five years old
and under.
For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for
food allergies and kashrut observance (all dishes will be labeled), but if
you have specific concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at
michelleroos@gmail.com.
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Bulletin Board
November Events

WRJ Meeting
Open Congregational Meeting
Men’s Club Meeting
Wine, Cheese & Karaoke
YIVO Lecture Series: Sholem Aleichem
Tribute
Chavurah
KRMH Food Donation Pickup and Delivery
WRJ Book Club Meeting

Upcoming in December

Nov. 1
Nov. 5
Nov. 12
Nov. 12
Nov. 13

Fair Trade & Local Artisan Craft Fair
KRMH Food & Hunger Project

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for
updates.

Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 29

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
November 11. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Congratulations!

Lynne and Peter Silverstein for their son
Andrew’s marriage to Mercedes Vega Villar

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Emergencies
General Information
Other

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

Dec. 4
Dec. 11

4
5
7
8
9

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-2488-6130; fax:
202-488-314-7820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com.

If you need transportation to and/or from services at the temple, please call the office at
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.
The Bulletin: Vol. 70, No. 3, November 2016. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
5 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Nursery School News
It has been a joy to watch children gather leaves
and pinecones in the morning as they study
about fall. They have created incredible stabiles
with all their findings. You can see them in
many of our classrooms. There is a wonderful
magical hum of children working and playing
when you enter the building each day.

Children run into the school each morning
happy to see their friends and teachers! It is truly a joy to be at
Riverdale Temple Nursery School!
This year we have a wonderful new music teacher, Shara Yolkut,
and a delightful new movement teacher, Kara Teitelbaum, who
work with the children weekly. Shara and Kara are also parents
in our school. We also have story time every Wednesday in our
new library with Linda.
I want to especially celebrate our wonderful UPK teachers
and program this year. Our UPK educational administrator has
chosen our program to showcase to her supervisor!
Also, we are partnering with Westchester Community College
and will be hosting visiting students throughout the year to
support their studies.
Sukkah

This year, the children especially enjoyed the sukkah (see p.
11). We ate snacks and lunch there, and some classes even did
projects in the sukkah. We feel so fortunate to be a part of this
incredible community!
Tours

Tours have begun for the 2017–2018 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school
at 718-796-0335 or e-mail nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. I have
already had a few tours and applications for next year, and we do
have limited space.
Book Fair

Please join us for our Thankful Theme Scholastic Book Fair on
Sunday, November 13, from noon to 3:00 p.m. in the ballroom.
On Sunday, we will have storytellers and singing for children.
We are so excited to have Jenna and Jonah Barricklo, who will be
singing for the children at 12:30 p.m. Please bring a nonperishable
food item to donate.

Elizabeth Wallace. We have decided to create our own Kindness
Quilt on the bulletin board outside our new library, Room 201.
Children have been drawing pictures and teachers have been
documenting their words about a time that someone was kind to
them, or when they were kind. We believe that whatever you focus
on grows.
All are welcome to add their thoughts or experiences to the
Kindness Quilt. We truly want it to be a Community Quilt.
Baby Sign Class

We have been so fortunate this year to have Gemma White,
speech and language pathologist, to lead a Baby Sign Class every
Thursday at 9:00 a.m. in our new library. They are free, and all
are welcome! Gemma has handouts for what is done in class so
that parents or caretakers can practice easily at home. It is a gift
to have Gemma here and see the wonderful work that she does
with families and babies!
Community Service

For the month of November, we will be collecting canned foods
and dry goods. There will be boxes, decorated by the children, on
each floor. We will be donating them to Kingsbridge-RiverdaleMarble Hill Food and Hunger Project, Inc.
We would like to do monthly community service projects, and
we are open to suggestions.
Crafts Fair

On December 4, the temple will be having its wonderful Crafts
Fair. At the Crafts Fair, the Nursery School will have tables with
crafts for children to make. It will be great fun for all.
School Closings
November 2: UPK is closed for professional development
November 11: Veteran’s Day
November 24: Thanksgiving
November 25: Thanksgiving
November 30: Parent Teacher Conferences—School is closed for
Twos and Threes. UPK is open. UPK conferences in the evening.
Just a lovely quote…

There are three ways to ultimate success:

The fair will be open for the whole week of November 13 through
November 18, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All are welcome!

The first way is to be kind.

Kindness Quilt

The third way is to be kind. —Fred Rogers

We have been reading many books about kindness as a whole
school. One of the books we read is The Kindness Quilt, by Nancy

The second way is to be kind.

—Linda Herman, Director

Religious and Hebrew School
Many holidays have occurred, causing untold missed days of
Religious School. But we are looking forward to a solid series of
days of fun and learning coming up! Unfortunately, one of our
new teachers, Einat, took another job and was unable to continue
with us. But we have already had one class with a highly qualified
new teacher, Robin Mitchell, and it looks like things will be even

better. We did have one class in which the students made and put
up decorations for the sukkah, and we welcomed our six newest
students during consecration on the eve of Simchat Torah. Children
and parents proceeded in under a chuppah and waving Simchat
Torah flags, and it was a very moving sight!
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—Rabbi Tom Gardner

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
Food! Food! And more Food! That’s what WRJ (Women of Reform
Judaism)—your “Sisterhood”—has been up to since September.

our Riverdale Temple family, build friendships, and deepen your
understanding and engagement in holiday practices and customs.

Our first Friday night oneg in September welcomed everyone back
from their summer slumber.

What can you do?

The beautiful Selichot service, in which the congregation
participated in changing the Torah mantles in preparation for their
High Holy Day finery, was enhanced by the home-baked desserts
lovingly prepared by our WRJ members.
The delicious jars of honey received by many of you in celebration
of Rosh Hashanah represent one of WRJ’s main fundraising efforts.
The apples and honey served after the Rosh Hashanah family and
children’s service is another WRJ initiative.
Finally, WRJ organized
its annual “Lunch in
the Sukkah” fundraiser,
enabling us to retain a
historical link to our
ancestors as we fulfill
the mitzvah of eating
a meal in the sukkah.
Although the weather did
not cooperate, our spirits
were not dampened as we enjoyed a bountiful buffet through the
generosity of our WRJ members: Shelley Ast, Naomi Bernstein,
Susan Birnbaum, Irene Brenner, Jean Daniels, Carole Feinberg,
Dorothy Feldman, Barbara Ferber, Joanne Heyman-Greene, Fran
Hoffman, Dorothy Kay, Rita Lowe, Rachel Radna, Helen Silber,
and Judy Zucker.

Join WRJ, attend our monthly meetings, and contribute your ideas
and energy.
Sponsor a Friday night oneg in recognition of a special occasion or
yahrzeit. Just contact Irene Brenner at 718-548-6558 for available
dates.
Participate in our monthly book club.
Plan to do your Chanukah shopping at our Fair Trade & Local
Artisan Craft Fair December 4.
In the spirit of the High Holy Days, when we are encouraged to take
stock of our lives and become a “new and improved” version of
ourselves, we hope this personal renewal includes a commitment
to become more involved in temple activities in general, and WRJ
activities in particular.
WRJ would like to thank the following members who have
graciously hosted an oneg during September and October: Dorothy
Feldman, Heather Bloomfield, Jean Daniels, Sandy Lerner, Phyllis
Fisher, and Rachel Radna.
SAVE THE DATES
WRJ Meeting: Tuesday November 1, at
7:30 p.m., West Lounge
Book Club: November 29: A Tale of Love
and Darkness, by Amos Oz.

But of course it’s not about the “food.” WRJ is here for you,
planning fun and fundraising activities designed to strengthen

–Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

Men’s Club
Wow! I am still in a state of bliss after experiencing all that has
taken place since writing my notes for the previous month’s
Bulletin. It seems to me that a rejuvenation of sorts has occurred
here at Riverdale Temple. It began with the preparations for Rosh
Hashanah as we made our house of worship ready to welcome in
the new year. There was painting, new furniture, new doors, carpet
and window cleaning, floor polishing and restoration. The entire
building seemed to be undergoing a freshening up.
Rosh Hashanah arrived, followed by Yom Kippur. Then Sukkot
and Shemini Atzeret, followed by Simchat Torah. All the while
Riverdale Temple was filled with prayer. Voices filled the building
with songs and prayers, for forgiveness, for peace and, yes, even
for life. Once again, our house was filled with people—friends,
neighbors, and families—all for a single purpose.
Our clergy was exceptional, as was expected. The music created
by Cantor Sharett-Singer and provided by the expanded chorus
and musicians greatly enhanced the spirituality of the services.
Rabbi Gardner’s sermons were stimulating, provocative, and
meaningful. Our co-presidents Rachel Radna and Michael Griffel,

were engaged in all aspects of the services, and their efforts added
to the overall excellence. Oh, if only these very special moments
could be retained throughout the year.
But, alas, before too long things will return to “normal,” as
attendance at services will decline and the Riverdale Temple
community will resume its regular activities. This is to be expected.
We have obligations, busy schedules, too many things to do, with
so little time in which to do them.
Yet, for some, the reading of the Torah, study and worship, and
the celebration of Shabbat happen each week throughout the year.
I expect there will be a few more members of Riverdale Temple
who might attend services this year with greater frequency than in
the past. I invite you to become one of them.
I wish all of you and your families a new year filled with joy,
peace, respect, and a greater awareness of your Jewishness.
B’Shalom
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—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Adult Education
The YIVO Culture Series programs will be held on Sunday,
November 13, and January 29, April 2, and May 7, 2017. Join
us on Sunday, November 13, at 2:00 p.m. in the temple sanctuary
for the first of the four programs of the 2016–2017 program year.
The YIVO Culture Series is a partnership between Riverdale
Temple and the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research. If you would
like to help support the series, we have established a YIVO Culture
Series Fund at Riverdale Temple that can enable all to attend at no
cost. Donations are also voluntary at the event.
The November 13 program, Laughter Is Healthy, honors the
100th Yortsayt of Sholem Aleichem. Known for creating Tevye the
Dairyman (protagonist of Fiddler on the Roof), Sholem Aleichem
is the best-loved Yiddish writer of all time. His depictions of the
desperate traders, worried wives, and confused train travelers of
the 19th century ring as true today as when he wrote them more
than 100 years ago. We are excited that Tony-nominated director
and actress Eleanor Reissa and international star of the Yiddish
stage Shane Baker will bring to life an assortment of dreamers,

yidishe kultur-serye
IV

Come learn with YIVO and Riverdale Temple!

In Honor of the 100th Yortsayt of Sholem Aleichem

NOVEMBER 13, 2016
2:00PM

••• Hear from Sheyne-Sheyndl, his acid-tongued and infinitely
more practical wife.

••• See A Tale of Three Cities, the story of a writer on tour who learns
you can’t be in three places at once—the hard way; and more!
Rabbi Gardner’s Classes—Lunch and Learn: Tuesdays from
noon to 1:00 p.m. The Jewish Prayer Book
Multiweek course: The History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict—day
and time to be announced.
Cantor Sharett-Singer’s Classes: Torah Trope Class—Hebrew
reading skills required. For more details, please e-mail the cantor
at cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org.
Hebrew for Adults: A class geared to learning how to read and
understand our Shabbat Siddur (prayer book). Those who are
interested in continuing or enrolling as new students should e-mail
the cantor at cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org. There is a
tuition fee for this course.

The Chavurah will meet on November 19 following the Shabbat
service and communal lunch. This fourth parashah in our yearly
cycle of reading the Torah is Vayera. This portion contains some of
the most iconic biblical stories: the arrival of the three “guests” at
Abraham’s tent and their announcement that Sarah will have a child;
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; and the attempted sacrifice
of Isaac. Deceit, incest, fire and brimstone, and so much more! Join
us for lively discussion as we search for insights into our sacred text.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

LAUGHTER IS HEALTHY
— DRAMATIC READING —

SUNDAY

••• Meet Menakhem-Mendl, a small-town guy who plays the
market with his wife’s money and makes huge profits—on paper.

—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee;
ymarrin@gmail.com

J e w i s h C u l t u r e s e r i e s 2016-2017

Known for creating Tevye the Dairyman,
Sholem Aleichem is the best-loved Yiddish
writer of all time. Join Tony-nominated director and actress Eleanor Reissa and international star of the Yiddish stage Shane Baker
as they bring to life an assortment of dreamers, schemers, shlimazlen, and luftmentshn.

schemers, shlimazlen, and luftmentshn. They perform both in
Yiddish and English for your entertainment.

Social Action

FREE ADMISSION

Temple Sanctuary
4545
Independence
Ave (at 246th
St) grocery
GRATITUDE: Many thanks to so manyRiverdale
people
who
filled
Riverdale, NY 10471
bags for needy
people
in for
the
In both Yiddish
and English
your community. We also thank the
entertainment.
volunteers who
helped distribute bags and those who helped to
pack and deliver the donated groceries to the KRMH Pantry on
October 23 at the Church of the Mediator.
YIVO.ORG · RIVERDALETEMPLE.ORG

CHARITY: Please try to help people who lost everything from flooding
after Hurricane Matthew in our country. Choose your favorite charity,
but please help. Some of the floodwaters have not receded yet. Also,
you can donate through American Jewish World Service (https://ajws.
org) to help people in Haiti who are starving, with little or no shelter.
PAJAMA PROGRAM: Please buy and donate at least one pair of
new pajamas for our annual Pajama Program collection now on
until November 13. During the week of November 14, we shall
prepare and pack the new, donated pajamas so that needy children
and teens in group homes, hospitals, etc., can receive the new
pajamas for Thanksgiving.
KRMH Food & Hunger Project: Please continue to donate needed
groceries each month. As we go into the winter months, food is needed
more than ever. Next delivery is on November 20, at 11:30 a.m.

SOCIAL ACTION MEETING: Our next Social Action meeting
will take place from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the first floor conference
room on November 20. Everyone is invited to come and participate.
LOOKING AHEAD: Please watch the e-blast for information on
the Interfaith Clergy’s Thanksgiving Activity, prior to Thanksgiving.
Also, KRMH Food & Hunger Project will be packing holiday treat
bags for local, needy children and adults on December 11, from
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the Riverdale Presbyterian Church’s social hall.
Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and special time to
count our blessings.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

The Social Action Committee would welcome additional
members. We have only a few meetings a year but do a lot of
service projects that include the entire temple in feeding the
hungry, clothing the needy, and planting in the community, to
bring comfort and hope.
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Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Ephraim Bosgang

Riverdale Temple’s 2016 High Holy
Day services

Phyllis and Jack Fisher

Cybele Fisher-Koppel, beloved
daughter

Blossom Carlton

Riverdale Temple’s 2016 High Holy
Day services

Michael Friedman

Rose Bloch, beloved grandmother

David. M. Holzer

Riverdale Temple’s 2016 High Holy
Day services

Naomi Glauberman

Melvin L. Glauberman, beloved
husband

Dorothy Kay

Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner

Mary Ann and Dr. Dan
Goldstein

Fanny and Leopold Goldstein,
beloved parents of Dr. Dan Goldstein

Helen M. Krim

Riverdale Temple’s generous
Saturday Shabbat extended Kiddush

Riva Goldstein

Irwin Goldstein, beloved husband

Mac Psachie

Riverdale Temple’s 2016 High Holy
Day services

Shelley and Steven
Goldstein

Irwin Goldstein, beloved father of
Steven Goldstein

Dr. Frederick Schweitzer

Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner, for
turning my spiritual life around

Dr. Rena Matison
Greenblatt

Shirley Matison, beloved mother

Susan and Donald
Schneider

Riverdale Temple’s 2016 High Holy
Day services

Margaret and Michael
Griffel

Klara Griffel, beloved mother of
Michael Griffel

Lynne and Peter
Silverstein

Son Andrew’s marriage to Mercedes
Vega Villar

Helen and Tom Krim

Frank Glickenstein, beloved father of
David Glickenstein

Michael B. Smith

A fellow researcher, Ruth Loebmann

Ruth A. Loebmann

Michael H. Abrahamson, cherished
nephew

Lois H. Wagreich

Riverdale Temple’s 2016 High Holy
Day services

Harriet Martin

Harry L. Samalin, beloved father

Ronna Weber

Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner

Dr. Wendy J. Parker

Rose Halper, beloved grandmother

Susan and Martin Prince

Olga Prince, beloved mother of
Martin Prince

Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

Donor

In Memory

Shirley and Eric Auerbach Harold Auerbach, beloved husband
of Shirley Auerbach
Margery Baker-Riker and
Stephen Riker

Robert C. Baker, beloved father of
Margery Baker-Riker

Jean Daniels

Frances Licker, beloved mother

Carol Feigenbaum

Frank Glickenstein, beloved father of
David Glickenstein

Ruth Feliciano-Fried

David Mark Fried, beloved husband
of Ruth Feliciano-Fried
Alice Krim, beloved friend

Marilyn and Emil Propper Bessie Cohen, beloved mother of
Marilyn Propper
Irene and Jeffrey
Rabinowitz

Henrietta Krauss, beloved family
member

Renee and Tom Renner

Claire Lersy, beloved mother of
Renee Renner

Paul Rosenberg

Leonard Y. Rosenberg, beloved
father

Dr. Frances Segan

Matthew Rosen, beloved family
member

Evelyn and Irving Weiler

Eugene I. Weiler, beloved father of
Irving Weiler

Camilla Roger, beloved friend
Ilse Spatz, beloved friend

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling, you good search
by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in “Riverdale Temple.com.” Thank you
in advance for your participation.
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Condolences
To

On the loss of

David and Gerri Glickenstein,
Steven and Rachel

Frank Glickenstein, beloved father, father-in-law, loving grandfather

The Departed Whom We Now Remember
November Yahrzeit Observances

1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
7
8
8
8
9
9
10
10

Ruth Hochroth
Albert Horn
Elaine Katz
Helen Fein
Robert Fein
Dorothy Wolf
Mildred Zuckerman
Ida Bennett
Irving Friedman
Phillip Katz
Golde Pinsky
Sholom Rozenfeld
Paul Sertner
Solomon Weinstock
Arthur I. Pobliner
Adelaide Schulman
Kaethe Spiegel
Steven Joseph Spitz
Sandra Abramoff
Harry Feinberg
Jerry Feinberg
Joseph Fertig
Marilyn Gefter
Theodore Gruen
David Hoffman
Sigmund Prince
Edward Fogel
Minnie Eva Harris
Joseph Saraga
Sarah M. Fondiller
Abraham Gordon
Oscar Kalinowsky
Randall Leland Kirp Bereano
Annette Parker
Michael Braunstein
Moe Silvers

11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
18
18
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20

Heda Cohen Chazen
Victor Lieberman
Jennie Schoenberg
Ada Herman
William Hutter
Marion Molsky
Mark Thomas
Lawrence Tick
George Braun
Hattie Fertig
Leslie Litt
Seymour Felder
Catherine (Kitty) Haines
Eugene Levy
Clara White
Celia Altman
Leo Evans
Margaret Spath
Grace Feinberg
Sam Moskowitz
Joseph Rappaport
Stanley Silber
Minnie Soicher
Turner Joseph Soloway
Nathan Katz
Lillian Kalish Spachner
Linda Sue Gray
Bertha Friedlich Rothstein
Judge Edward L. Block
Charles Gold
Leonid Krasnopolsky
Arthur Hatz
Yaahov Hirsch
Leopold Holzman
Ida Kurtin
Louis Maier
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20
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
30
30
30

Fay Schweitzer
Terry Stafford
Yetta Young
Maurice Bender
Celia Bloustein
Rebecca Harris Feingold
Samuel Wilensky
Ida Pearlman
William Schweitzer
Adele E. Miller
Herman I. Rothman
Jack Penn
Milton Platt
Yacob Zayde
Milton B. Liman
Eva Semmel
Dorothy Storm Konel
Morris Naftal
Jack Blumenthal
Martin Paul Brier
Harry Burgeman
Jerry Daniels
Esther Schlesinger
Barbara Glickenstein
Harold Schwartz
Max Warshaw
Margot Baldinger
Saul Jaffe
Frieda Sugarman
Minnie Ulanoff
Hyman Gargle
Eva Murstein
Vide Wiggs

Pulpit and Ritual Committee and Music Committee
An open meeting for the congregation will take place after the service
on Saturday, November 5, to discuss the High Holy Days services and
other services at Riverdale Temple.

Riverdale Temple Nursery School children enjoy lunchtime in the sukkah.

–Photos by Alexandra Akibzer (1st, 3rd) and Madeline Goodman (2nd).

Save the Date:
Mitzvah Day,
April 23, 2017
Religious School students decorating the
sukkah. —Photo by Robin Mitchell

Saturday, November 12, at 7:30 p.m.
Wine, Cheese & Karaoke
Still only $10 per person
Temple provides snacks—BYOB
11 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Riverdale Temple
4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471
Address Correction Requested

Riverdale Temple

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
E-mail: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
Rabbi of the Congregation
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Co-Presidents of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna
Dr. L. Michael Griffel
Nursery School Executive Director
Linda Herman
Bulletin Editor
Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.
Bulletin Proofreaders
Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,
Sylvia Gottlieb, L. Michael Griffel,
Olivia Koppell, Ruth Loebmann

Cantor of the Congregation
Inbal Sharett-Singer

Inside This Issue

Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L.
Judith S. Lewis

1
1
2
3
3
4
4

Worship Schedule
The Rabbi’s Column
Monthly Calendar
The Cantor’s Column
The President’s Column
Thank You
Extended Kiddush

4
4
5
5
6
6
7

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat
Tot Shabbat Services
Bulletin Board
Congratulations
Nursery School News
Religious and Hebrew School
Women of Reform Judaism

12 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

7
8
8
9
10
10
11

Men’s Club
Adult Education
Social Action
Contributions
Condolences
Yahrzeit Observances
Congregational Meeting

