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Nov. 7
Nov. 14
Nov. 21
Nov. 28

Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Nov. 15
Nov. 22
Nov. 29

Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Kristallnacht Commemoration,
Sunday, November 9,
10:30 a.m.
See p. 9 for details.

The annual interdenominational
Thanksgiving Service takes
place Tuesday, November 25,
at the Riverdale Presbyterian
Church, at 7:00 p.m.

No. 3

The Rabbi’s Column

Worship Services (also see p. 6)
Fridays
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Family Shabbat
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service,
Professional Choir

November 2014 (5775)

November 9, 1938, came to be called Kristallnacht—The Night of Broken
Glass—after a government-sponsored pogrom tore through Germany and
Austria, causing the destruction of countless Jewish businesses, homes,
and synagogues and killing some 100 Jews. It is seen by most historians as
the pivotal turning point of the “Final Solution.”
As the population old enough to remember those horrific days firsthand
diminishes, it is the obligation of the next generations to learn and to teach
the lessons of the Holocaust. We do not remember only to sanctify the lives
of the millions of human beings who fell victim to that most efficient modern
genocide—although that, in itself, is a worthy endeavor. We remember so
that we can do whatever possible to prevent future atrocities. Sadly, our
record of prevention is dismal. Look at any list available so readily on the
Internet cataloguing post-Holocaust genocides. Congolese, Cambodians,
Kurds, Armenians, Biafrans, Rwandans—it is a shameful list. Today we are
faced with a new national enemy, Islamic State. Its message is the same;
only some human beings are worthy of living. Others are disposable.
The central tenet of Judaism is that all human beings were created in the
same Divine image. Though Judaism, too, is guilty of demonizing others
and treating them as less valuable human lives, we, especially as Reform
Jews, cannot tolerate that perspective. Every human being must be seen
as equally sacred. Some may be evil. It may be necessary to use violence
against them in order to protect the greater good. Judaism is not, generally,
a pacifist religion. But we must never forget that even the evildoer is a
human being and take every precaution possible to resist demonizing any
group based on the actions of some part of it. The best way to accomplish
that goal, to safeguard against dehumanizing any group, is to pursue
relationships with members of that group who share our worldview.
Dr. Mehnaz Afridi, the director of the Manhattan College Holocaust,
Genocide, and Interfaith Education Center, is not only a neighbor; she is
also a friend. Her daughter attended our nursery school. One of her closest
friends was a classmate of mine in rabbinical school. She is Muslim. She
shares our values. She lives our values. And we are blessed to have her
with us for this year’s Kristallnacht observance at Riverdale Temple.
On November 9 at 10:30 a.m., Dr. Afridi and I will engage in a dialogue
about the Holocaust, interfaith communication, minority identities, and
what we can do to combat the demonization, dehumanization, prejudice,
and fanaticism that lead to genocide. Religious School is not scheduled
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Afridi

11 Cheshvan 5775
Nursery School
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Nursery School
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Nursery School
7:00 pm Knitting
for Charity

12 Cheshvan 5775
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Morning Service with
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28 Cheshvan 5775
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5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
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Eve Service
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Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
with the Rabbi
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potluck lunch

8

15 Cheshvan 5775
Vayera
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
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10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
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21 Cheshvan 5775
Nursery School
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

7

14 Cheshvan 5775
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:15 pm Family
Shabbat Service
with potluck dinner

Friday

14
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Noon Lunch and Learn
with the Rabbi
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13 Cheshvan 5775
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
with the Rabbi
4:00 pm Hebrew School

Thursday

November 2014

for that day. Families with older students are encouraged to attend
(remember that Dr. Afridi has a young child, so if you think your
children can sit comfortably through this kind of program, we will
adjust our conversation to the population present).
The month of November is filled with many other significant
activities at Riverdale Temple (why should this month be different
from any other month?). I would like to point out, for example, the
Gift Fair on Sunday, November 16. We have Rita Pochter Lowe
to thank for starting the tradition of a pre-Chanukah gift fair, and
now a new generation of leadership has transformed this tradition
into an opportunity to support fair-trade and native artisan goods
and crafts. Now, not only can you get a jump on your holiday
shopping, but you can also engage in “tikkun olam” (repairing the
world) at the same time! We also have a great surprise for families
with young children, taking place during the gift fair. (Note: Rita
single-handedly initiated the annual gift fair several years ago.
You’ll notice that I’m not naming names for this year’s event, a
sure sign that many more hands are involved and I’m afraid to
leave anyone’s name out. This is a wonderful example of how one
person’s initiative can inspire many more.)
Please read through our bulletin carefully. So many different
individuals work tirelessly to make sure that our congregation
offers programs that address a wide variety of interests. The only
reward these members ask for is your participation! (And the very
first significant step you can take is to read the bulletin thoroughly—
Marge Griffel is another example of one temple member working
tirelessly to support the efforts of so many others.)
And now that the months of High Holy Day celebrations have

ended, I’d like to conclude my message with my infinite gratitude
to everyone who helped make our observances so meaningful—
our maintenance staff, which performs truly Herculean tasks
throughout the summer and during the holidays (and the rest of the
year as well); our administrator, Terri Truesdale; our music director
and organist, Arnold Ostlund; and our professional choir—all
topped off by our cantorial intern, Inbal Sharett-Singer; our ushers,
who made everyone feel welcome and comfortable; our service
participants, whether they led a service (our rabbi emeritus, Stephen
Franklin), chanted a passage, opened and closed the parochet (the
ark curtain), or held a Torah; a special thanks to all the people who
helped erect, decorate, and disassemble our sukkah; to our Women
of Reform Judaism, who made their own good weather indoors for
the sukkah luncheon, for their generosity of effort and funds to the
temple; the Men’s Club, which also quietly supports much work that
goes on at Riverdale Temple; our Parents’ Associations, which are
now gaining fantastic momentum; and, of course, most of all, our
trustees, committees, and officers. And the one name I do not hesitate
to single out, because she is unique in her dedication, her effort, and
her love for this congregation, our president, Rachel Radna.
We may not be the largest congregation in Riverdale, but we
have one of the most engaged group of workers who sustain the
efforts and activities of Riverdale Temple. I feel overwhelmed
with gratitude to all of you who devote so much time, energy, and
financial support to this temple. You do, truly, keep it “inscribed in
the book of life.” May you all receive in return the blessings you
bestow on your congregation
—Rabbi Judith Lewis

The President’s Column
Guest Columnist Olivia Koppell, Vice President of Riverdale
Temple
The rainy weather could not dampen the warm and friendly
atmosphere at all of Riverdale Temple’s High Holiday services.
From Selichot through Simchat Torah, the temple was the place to
be for people looking for inspiration, expanded horizons, comfort,
warmth and community. All accomplished within an atmosphere
of relaxation that did not diminish the importance and seriousness
of the observances. This is especially meaningful for me; in my
youth I usually felt afraid of not feeling appropriately grave and
that I was not behaving up to some standard of solemnity. I looked
around the sanctuary this year and people seemed attentive while
relaxed and able to “be themselves.” I certainly felt that way.
The music was absolutely beautiful. Cantor Sharett-Singer was
flawless, as was her support from organist Arnold Ostlund and the
quartet of voices. The tone for Yom Kippur was set by the beautiful
cello playing of Jesse Levy. Of course, it was Rabbi Lewis who
set the standard and the tone of this holiday season. Her joy, her
inspiration for our self-reflection, her warmth, spirituality, and
deep love and respect for our Jewish religion and heritage were
palpable. The temple was simply the place to be to feel meaningfully
embraced at a particularly meaningful time of the year. Rob Katz
and all the greeters and ushers he recruited did a wonderful job.
Under Mr. Osorio’s expert direction, the custodial staff made sure

of our physical comfort, and Terri, in the front office, helped all go
smoothly.
And as apples falling or plucked from trees are an important
metaphor in our study of Torah, how could we not mention the
delicious apple cake treats waiting for us at the conclusion of
Yom Kippur! Made with the apples from our own apple tree in the
playground, picked by our multitalented president, Rachel Radna,
with help from custodian Mr. Santana, and created by the “temple
bakers,” Rachel Radna, Ronna Weber, Susan Birnbaum, and
Ronni Stolzenberg. Thanks also go to the sukkah “builders” and
decorators for assembling the most beautiful sukkah in New York.
And though it rained on October 11, the community “Lunch
in the Sukkah,” which was moved into the ballroom, was truly
memorable. The food was delicious and plentiful, as always—but
there was an atmosphere of “divine” inspiration. There was singing
that lifted one’s spirits, including those dealing with incredible
hardship; it brought joy and also tears to my, if not everyone’s,
eyes. If that is not what these High Holy Days are meant to inspire
in all of us, then I don’t know what is. We are a community, drawn
together by shared values and humanity; and our leadership, both
clergy and lay, outdid themselves to create a “space” for each of
us, in our unique way, to start the year aspiring to “be” our best. A
profound thank you to all participants.
—Olivia Koppell
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Parent Discussions with Rabbi on November 23

On November 23, Rabbi Lewis will hold the second session in the “Why Be Jewish” series designed especially for parents of schoolage children. We all struggle with trying to balance the many demands on us—family, work, community, and religious identity,
among others. Please join us and invite any friends or neighbors you think might be searching for solutions to the challenge of raising
Jewish children. These discussions may be particularly helpful to families with different religious backgrounds, and all are welcome.
Complimentary coffee and tea will be served. Bagels will also be available, for $1 each, to benefit the religious school.
Mark your calendars for upcoming Parent Discussion dates: December 14, January 25, February 8, March 22, April 26, and May 10.

An Opportunity to
Share!

Perhaps you want to honor
a birthday, an anniversary,
commemorate a Yahrzeit,
or share Shabbat with our
congregation!
Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for
Irene Brenner.

Virtual Water Cooler
Do you have something you’d like to discuss with Rabbi
Lewis but do not have the time to come in and meet with
her personally? Send her a message through our website at
http://riverdaletemple.org/community-rd/conversation-withrabbi-lewis. While you are there, also stop by our “virtual
water cooler” or take a look at some great pictures!

Knitting for Charity is back!

In addition to knitting for Warm Up America, we
are knitting caps for Israeli soldiers.
This WRJ-sponsored activity usually meets on
the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in
the West Lounge. The next meeting is Wednesday,
November 12, because of Veterans Day.
Another way to raise money for the temple painlessly—instead of googling, you good search at
www.goodsearch.com/
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Bulletin Board

November Events

Kristallnacht Observance
Knitting for Charity
Holiday Gift and Craft Fair, Carnival
Adult Hebrew Language Class
Parent Discussions with the Rabbi

KRMH Food Delivery

Coming Up in December

Nov. 9
Nov. 12
Nov. 16
Nov. 18
Nov. 23

YIVO Lecture at Museum of NYC

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due
by November 15. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in subject
line).

Caring Committee

When you become aware of a member’s illness or accident,
or a fellow congregant’s passing, PLEASE call the office or
e-mail rivtemple@aol.com promptly with details, including the
person’s relationship to you or others. This will enable the Caring
Committee to take action accordingly.
Rabbi
Cantorial Intern
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
7
8
9

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of our
community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. If you
are willing to join the committee, please contact Helen Krim at
helen.krim@gmail.com.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka Meed
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more information and
to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to www.ushmm.
org/remembrance/registry. Send the completed form to Registry
of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC
20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-314-7820; e-mail:
registry@ushmm.org.
If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

Dec. 3

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Rabbi Lewis would greatly appreciate hearing from members
of the congregation who may be facing health issues or other
emotional stresses and might welcome a pastoral visit or phone
conversation. Please call her at 718-548-3800, ext. 4, if there is
any way in which she can provide assistance.

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Nov. 23

services

Urgent: Spreadsheet volunteer needed (see p. 7).

at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
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Friday Evening and Saturday Morning Services
The first Friday night service, which begins at 6:15 p.m. and is called Family Shabbat, aims to be a lively service
filled with songs and stories and is directed primarily at families with young children. As in the past, it features our
Junior Choir and is followed by a potluck dinner. Our other Friday night services also begin at 6:15 p.m., with the
singing of a special series of Psalms that usher in Shabbat, followed at 6:30 p.m. by the formal evening service.
Saturday Nov. 1
Friday
Nov. 7
		

10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
		
Saturday Nov. 8 10:30 a.m.
Friday
Nov. 14 6:15 p.m.
Saturday Nov. 15 10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service
Tot Shabbat Service
Family Shabbat Service with 		
potluck dinner
Shabbat Morning Service
Shabbat Eve Service
Shabbat Morning Service

Friday
Nov. 21
		
Saturday Nov. 22
Friday
Nov. 28

5:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:15 p.m.
		
Saturday Nov. 29 10:30 a.m.

Tot Shabbat Service
Shabbat Eve Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Shabbat Eve Service, Professional 		
Choir
Shabbat Morning Service

Nursery School News
It is a chilly morning today, and we are reminded
that the consistently cold weather is just around
the corner. We love the Jewish holidays, but we are
so excited that November will be a solid month of
school with only Veterans Day and Thanksgiving to
break up our schedule.
Even our youngest children are now accustomed
to the routines of the school day. They are exploring all of the
classroom centers and trust their teachers to attend to their needs
during the school day. The children are full of enthusiasm as they
come through the door each morning, already planning with whom
and with what they will play once they arrive at the classroom.
A few weeks ago we held the first of our required monthly fire drills.
The alarm went off, and for the first drill, the children were amazingly
quick and quiet while evacuating the building. The goal is to leave
the building faster each month, eventually exiting the building in two
minutes or less. We had an unscheduled inspection visit from the NYC
Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. No violations were issued.
Two weeks ago, we finally started our music classes with Luke
Montgomery. He will meet with our children every other week.
Many of the children already know him from attending his private

music classes, and everyone had a good time.
The children enjoyed learning about Sukkot and enjoyed snacking
in the sukkah. Even if they didn’t really understand what the
holiday was all about, a picnic is always fun!
We are about to start the creation of a new school website. The
website will be a resource for current parents as well as those
parents who are just beginning their nursery school search. I will
let everyone know when the new website has been launched.
The Nursery School is blessed to have a wonderful group of
teachers. For your information, they are: twos: Robin Weinstein,
Robin Meyiri, Sindy Cutler, Lois Turner; threes: AnnMarie Melia,
Anna Dropiewska, Rachel Cohen-Buchsbaum, Virginia Purdy;
fours (UPK): Bea Jackson, Wendi Leopold, Madelyn Goodman,
Kathleen Melvin.
Have a wonderful month and a happy Thanksgiving.
RTNS November Calendar
Tuesday, November 11—Closed for Veterans Day
Thursday and Friday, November 27 and 28—Closed for
Thanksgiving
—Suzanne R. Boydstun, Director

Religious School/Hebrew School
Last year we began a discussion group primarily for parents of
religious school students, but open to the community, about how
Judaism can fit into a secular, assimilated modern family. We held
our first discussion this year on the Sunday before Halloween,
examining responses to Halloween celebrations and how to teach
our children what it means to be Jewish at the same time that they
take part in the cultural activities of their peers. Please join us—
and invite any friends or neighbors who might be interested—as
we continue to explore what it means to pass on a Jewish identity
to our children in the midst of a ritually observant population. My
personal dream is to see all of our temple families feel proud and
confident in the Judaism they practice, with no apologies, but rather
Adult Hebrew Language Class
The Adult Hebrew Language Class will be taught in six-week
cycles. The initial cycle starts on November 18. Class location
will be announced. Tuition for each six-week time frame is $90
payable online at www.riverdaletemple.org. Payment is due

a deeper understanding of what is Jewish about their lives. Join the
discussion on Sunday morning, November 23, at 10:30 am.
Sundays:
Nov. 2 Daylight Savings ends
Nov. 9 No school—
Kristallnacht Program
with Dr. Mehnaz 		
Afridi, 10:30 a.m.
Nov.
16
Nov.
23 (Why Be Jewish?
Discussion for parents,
10:30 a.m.)

Nov. 30 No school
(Thanksgiving)
Thursdays:
Nov. 6
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 27 No school
(Thanksgiving)

before the class start date and should specify that it is for the
Adult Hebrew Language Class. Registrants should also provide
their name, address, and contact information with their payment,
thus formally registering for the class. We will ask you to
complete a registration form on the first day of class.
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
November is a month of many changes. Change is the operative
word. One significant change is that, while the leaves are falling,
those that remain have become an artists’ palette of bright reds,
oranges, and yellows. A change that can dazzle your eyes. As
Daylight Savings Time ends, another change takes place. We change
the direction of our clocks. Perhaps now is the time to examine one’s
goals and make a course change. Becoming a “sister” in a league of
women who are dedicated to being a force of change at Riverdale
Temple might be an opportunity for you to achieve a positive change
in your life and help us realize some of our goals. You might find a
great deal of satisfaction in doing so. Becoming a member of WRJ
will give you an opportunity to meet, study, and work together for
the benefit of its members and the temple. The sisterhood can give
you the opportunity to find fulfillment as a Jewish woman.
A great deal of satisfaction was gained when Shelley Ast, Dorothy
Feldman, Rita Pochter Lowe, and I prepared and served slices of
apples, dipped in honey, which was served after the Rosh Hashanah
family services.
The weather was so unpleasant that the lunch we had planned
to be consumed in the sukkah was, instead, enjoyed in the
ballroom. The women of WRJ created a bountiful lunch, a variety
that astounded all the guests. They not only prepared a variety
of salads, but they provided tasty kugels and delicious gnocchi.
They put together an assortment of cheeses and baked delicious,
flavorsome cakes. It was a huge undertaking that was cheerfully
accomplished. After everyone’s appetite was satisfied, a singalong session began. As a result, the room was enveloped with
a sense of family togetherness, joy, and satisfaction. Accolades
to both Dorothys, Frances, Carole, Sylvia, Susan, Shelley, Fran,
Olivia, Naomi, Ronna, Irene, Rachel, Helen, Judy, and Sherrill.
On Sunday, November 16, from 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Riverdale Temple will host an artisan and crafts fair and oldtime carnival. The items for sale were created by New York area
artisans or fair trade
(third world) crafters
and include jewelry,
Craft Fair
clothes, accessories,
handcrafted
paper
and
goods,
chocolate,
Carnival
coffee, tea, and more.
All the merchandise
November 16
was selected for its high
quality and for holiday
gift-giving. An oldtime carnival adds to the family fun day, featuring ring toss
and other traditional games, along with fresh popcorn, cotton
candy, hot dogs, and home-baked goodies. Prizes, raffles,
snacks, and games add entertainment to the good work the
temple is doing by supporting local artisans and global fair
trade industries. Vendors interested in participating may contact
rivtemple@aol.com.

The charity knitting group, which meets in the west lounge the
second Tuesday of each month (except in November, when it meets
on the 12th, because of Veterans Day), continues to provide knitted
and crocheted items to Warm Up America, which is a nonprofit
agency that distributes caps for babies, blankets, and other items
to people who are in need. Also, the ladies remain dedicated to
knitting warm liners for the helmets used by Israeli soldiers. We
are exploring the feasibility of maximizing the space in the west
lounge while the knitting group continues to do its work. The room
can be used by the community as a meeting place for Scrabble
players, people who wish to play card or board games, mah jongg,
etc. If you wish to learn how to knit, crochet, or play mah jongg,
we have instructors who will gladly teach you.
The Holiday Gift & Craft Fair is to take place on November 16,
from 11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in the ballroom. In a departure from
previous years’ fairs, the social action aspect of this experience is
paramount. The thought is to support local and global artisans who
will offer their handcrafted and fair trade gift items for sale. By
purchasing their work for Chanukah, birthday gifts, or other special
occasions, we become participants in the concept of tikkun olam, a
Hebrew phrase that means “healing the world,” which suggests it’s
our shared responsibility to heal, repair, and transform the world.
If you wish to acknowledge/celebrate a particular event or person,
you can do so by becoming the sponsor of a Friday night oneg.
Contact me or Dorothy Feldman, and we will ensure that it is done
appropriately.
The Book Club did meet on October 28 and reviewed Isaac Bashevis
Singer’s book In My Father’s Court. Because the Book Club meets
the last Tuesday of each month and the bulletin is printed at the end
of each month, we are unable to provide the titles of books to be read
within the coming month for listing in the bulletin.
We have realized we are unable to have a fashion show/card party,
originally scheduled for Sunday, April 19, since it is Mitzvah Day.
Instead, we, as a group, will be participating in this very special project.
We continue to work and look forward to future projects that are
noted on the temple’s website.
—Elaine Katz, 718-601-4452, and
Dorothy Feldman, 718-975-2940, Co-Presidents

The WRJ Book Club is led by Ronni Stolzenberg.
Check your e-mail for next date and book title.

Spreadsheet Volunteer Needed Urgently

We need someone to track the purchase of supplies on
a spreadsheet from the receipts. We also need to log
purchases required for repairs to the temple. If you are
able to use any spreadsheet and are willing to volunteer
approximately two hours per month working at home,
please let Helen Krim know at 347-275-5472.
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Adult Education

First YIVO Lecture on Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00 p.m., at
the Museum of the City of New York

Of the three YIVO lectures in the 2014–2015 program year, the one
coming up on December 3 will not be at the Riverdale Temple but at
the Museum of the City of New York, and it is necessary to purchase
tickets in advance. The museum is at 103rd Street and Fifth Avenue.
The program is jointly sponsored by the YIVO and the museum
in coordination with the exhibit at the museum called “Letters
to Afar,” based on home videos taken by New York Jewish
immigrants who went back to visit Poland in the 1920s and 1930s.
The exhibit began on October 22 and runs until March 22, 2015.
The Program
Coming of Age in Poland: Jewish Life Stories from the 1930s
Speaker: Jeffrey Chandler, Professor and Chair of Jewish
Studies at Rutgers

In the 1930s, scholars at the YIVO Institute set out to study Jewish
life in Poland through an innovative approach—holding a series
of autobiography contests for Jewish youth. More than 600 Jewish
adolescents responded from across the social spectrum: religious
and secular, rich and poor, from large cites and small towns. What
started as a YIVO research project in Poland now speaks across
historical time, providing unique testimony on Jewish life in the
final years before the Holocaust.

In this lecture, Professor Shandler explores the insights that the
resulting stories provide into the rich, complex lives of this singular
generation. Excerpts from several autobiographies will be read
during this program. To purchase tickets to the event, visit the
Museum of the City of New York’s website at www.mcny.com.
Tickets are free to YIVO members; tickets for students and seniors
are $12.00, and general admission is $16.00.

We have arranged for transportation from Riverdale Temple using
vans provided by Seaman’s car service. For your convenience, there
is a registration form in the temple lobby, which you can complete
(the form is on the back of the YIVO flyer announcing the event)
and return to the office with your check, with “van to YIVO lecture”
on the memo line. Payment can also be made online at http://
riverdaletemple.org. The vans will leave for the museum by 5:30
p.m. The deadline for payment is November 23. It may be possible,
because we are using a car service, that on the return trip, if you
live in Riverdale, you can be dropped off at your residence. If you
are signing up for transportation, be sure to provide us with all your
contact information. The price is $18.00 for the round trip.

Study with Rabbi Lewis

There are three classes for you to consider: Lunch and Learn with
the Rabbi meets every Thursday in the social hall from noon to 1:00
p.m. (except on holidays). The topic of study is Pathways through the
Prophets (in the Jewish Bible). Why Be Jewish? meets on Sunday,
November 23, at 10:30 a.m. in the ballroom. All are welcome.
A Closer Look at Reform Judaism meets on the second Thursday
of the month, in the social hall (beginning Nov. 13), 6:00–7:00 p.m.
The Adult Hebrew Language Class has three openings. It will be
held every Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., starting on November 18.
For details for the above, go to http://riverdaletemple.org, Study/
Adult Education. Any questions? Contact ymarrin@gmail.com.
—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on November 15, following the Shabbat
service. We will read and discuss the portion Chayei Sarah, which
recounts Sarah’s death and Abraham’s search for a place to bury
her. Abraham then sends his servant to find a wife for Isaac and
a happy match ensues. The Chavurah is open to anyone with an
interest in studying, questioning, and arguing about Torah, so
please join us.
—Ronna Weber, Ph.D.

Men’s Club
“The Proud, the Few, the Riverdale Temple Men’s Club.” You
may be familiar with a similar slogan used by the U.S. Marine
Corps. I would like to be able to modify the slogan again next
year to read, “The Proud, the Many, the Riverdale Temple Men’s
Club.” It is with this desire in mind that I have been granted my
wish by a resounding mandate from the voting members to lower
this year’s dues from $50 to $49. Yes, that is a savings of $1.00. It
seems like the costs of just about everything are rising these days,
yet I am able to offer new and returning members a savings over
last year’s dues.

My thanks to those of you who helped out and who participated
in the Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret, and
Simchat Torah holidays. Now that the holidays are behind us, it is
time for the Men’s Club to resume its efforts to support the many RT
member and community programs that rely on us. It is also the time
for us to create and implement events that will stimulate, entertain,
and encourage participation by the RT community at large.
Regularly scheduled meetings for the coming year will take place

on the second Sunday of each month at 10:30 a.m. in the lounge.
I have been in discussions with some members regarding a Men’s
Club–sponsored klezmer brunch in NYC and a premier viewing of
a documentary film, Next Year in Jerusalem, at Riverdale Temple,
among other ideas. I welcome your input and look forward to
seeing an increase in attendance at our meetings.

You should have received your annual dues notice by the time
you read this column. I say thank you to those members who have
already made their prompt dues payment, and I encourage the others
to send in their dues as soon as possible. As you know, there are
some very important RT services and activities that rely on support
from the Men’s Club, and I wouldn’t want to disappoint anyone.
For those folks who are considering membership in the Men’s
Club, I urge you to become a part of this vital organization and
experience the sense of community and affiliation we all share.
Also, this is a great time to take advantage of the cost savings in
membership dues.
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—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
A Big Thank-You to everyone who participated in the special
Rosh Hashanah-Yom Kippur grocery collection. We are especially
grateful to David Currier, Steve Rosenfeld, Phil Clarke, Jeff Sklar,
and Tom and Helen Krim, all of whom helped to transport the
groceries to the KRMH Pantry on October 19. We thank Mr. Osorio
and staff for grouping the donated bags in the ballroom.
KRMH Grocery Collection—HUNGER continues all year! Please
continue to donate healthful cereals, soups, canned meat/fish, rice,
evaporated milk, peanut butter, jelly, canned beans, canned tomatoes,
etc. Kindly check that your donations do not have expired dates. Also,
please do not donate your leftover Passover items. The recipients are
always grateful, but please give food that you would want to receive
if your family was in need. November 23 at 11:30 a.m. is the next
time that our grocery donations will go to the KRMH Pantry.
Thanksgiving—For people who may want to help out to serve on
Thanksgiving, the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale takes volunteers
to help serve a luncheon to the community. There is one site that is
based at Mt. St. Vincent. People can also register with God’s Love
Riverdale Temple’s Annual New
Pajama and New Book Drive
(through November 21, 2014)
BRR!!! It’s getting chilly!

We Deliver. To register, please go online to Thanksgiving 2014
Registration at http://godslove.vsyshost.com/.
NEW PAJAMA/NEW BOOK COLLECTION—Beginning in
October, we have been collecting ONLY NEW PAJAMAS AND
ONLY NEW BOOKS for the Pajama Program. The program ends
on November 21. To learn more about the organization, you can go
to www.pajamaprogram.org. The collection helps needy children
and teens to have a pair of warm pajamas and a new book to select
during the winter months. MOST NEEDED are large and extra
large pajamas. If everyone in the temple would purchase one
pair of pajamas, we would have a wonderful amount to donate. A
collection box is in the lobby near the sanctuary.
LOOKING AHEAD—As you start to change closets and locate
warm clothing, please put aside men’s, women’s, and children’s
gently used coats and jackets. From December 1 until the last
week of December, we will be doing a collection for NYCARES
that will be taken to the 50th Precinct.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Please donate NEW pajamas and NEW
books. See above for details.
Bring a little warmth and happiness to needy
children and teens in group homes and shelters!

High Holy Day Services Thank-You

I want to thank so many for making this year’s High Holy Day services so wonderful.
In the nine years I have been organizing the High Holy Day ushers, I don’t ever recall services going so smoothly.
This year also included some new ushers and callers and I very much appreciate their participation.
So let me offer a big round of applause, a giant pat on the back, and a truly heartfelt “thank you” to all.
This year’s ushers and greeters were Amy Benson, Henry Benson, Howard Birnbaum, Susan Birnbaum, Phil Clarke, Carole
Feinberg, Jack Fisher, David Glickenstein, Gerri Glickenstein, Sylvia Gottlieb, Josh Greenfield, Michael Griffel, Michael Heller,
Paul Hochroth, Linda Kaplin, Elaine Katz, Emma Katz, Olivia Koppell, Helen Krim, Howard Malatzky, Rita Pochter Lowe, Rachel
Radna, Shelly Rosen, Steven Rosenfeld, Cordell Schachter, Philip Schachter, Paul Sommer, Sherrill Spatz, Ronni Stolzenberg, and
Judy Zucker.
I would also like to acknowledge and thank our fellow congregants who made the much appreciated phone calls to wish others in
our Riverdale Temple family a “Shanah Tovah.”
This year’s callers were Shelley Ast, Bert Feinberg, Carole Feinberg, Dorothy Feldman, Jack Fisher, Joanne Heyman, Elaine Katz,
Dorothy Kay, Helen Krim, Ruth Loebmann, and Judy Zucker.
When I look at the long list of the above names, I am so grateful that we are a community that always lends a hand.
We are indeed a better congregation when we give to each other.						
—Rob Katz

Kristallnacht Commemoration

Sunday, November 9, 2014, 10:30 a.m.
at Riverdale Temple:
A dialogue with Dr. Mehnaz Afridi, Director
Manhattan College Holocaust, Genocide, and Interfaith Education Center
Our thanks to Plaza Jewish Community Chapel for its support of this program.
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Contributions
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund,
Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair
Fund, Youth Activities Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Dr. Shelley Ast

My aliyahs on Erev Rosh Hashanah
and on Shabbat Bereshit
Cantor Sharett-Singer’s beautiful
voice during High Holy Day 		
Services

Aelita Alperovich

Alexander Alperovich, beloved 		
member of Alperovich family

Margery Baker-Riker

Robert C. Baker, beloved father

Amy and Henry Bensen

David Fried, beloved husband of 		
Ruth Fried

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

David Fried, beloved husband of
Ruth Fried

Barbara D. Cohen

Pearl A. Weinman, beloved mother

Jean Daniels

Frances Licker, beloved mother

Phyllis and Jack Fisher

Cybele Fisher Koppel, beloved 		
daughter

Mary Ann and Dan
Goldstein

Fanny Cohen and Leopold
Goldstein, beloved parents

Jerry and Faye Berkwitt Our children and grandchildren
Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

For Sam’s bar mitzvah

Ephraim Bosgang

Rabbi Judith Lewis, for her 		
dedication to the congregation
Riverdale Temple—L’Shanah Tovah;
for lovely Yom Kippur services; 		
happy Sukkot; for its continued
support of Riverdale Jewish 		
community

Irene Brenner

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah on
Yom Kippur

Bernard, Elizabeth, and
Marilyn Elliott

Sylvia Gottlieb, for her tremendous
helpfulness and kind efforts with
our mother

Beth and Mitchell
Friedman

Riverdale Temple’s wonderful
services during High Holy Days

Joyce and Howard Jaffe Riverdale Temple, for 2014 High
Holy Day Services
Elaine Katz

Rabbi Lewis, for my aliyah on Rosh
Hashanah
Dr. Rachel L. Radna, Riverdale 		
Temple’s “Rock of Gibraltar”

Ruth A. Loebmann

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah on
Shabbat Bereshit

Michelle and Robin
Minkoff

Riverdale Temple, for its
continuing support of Riverdale 		
Jewish community

Joyce and Sidney Reiser Riverdale Temple, for our aliyahs
on Yom Kippur
Phyllis and Leonard Selk Riverdale Temple, for our aliyahs
on Rosh Hashanah

Riva and Eric Goldstein Irwin Goldstein, beloved husband
of Riva Goldstein
Steven J. Goldstein

Irwin Goldstein, beloved father

Margaret and L. Michael Klara Griffel, beloved mother of
Griffel
L. Michael Griffel
Audrey F. Hoffman

David Hoffman beloved husband

Ellen and Steven Kaplan Florence Rapaport, beloved mother
and mother-in-law of Lise and 		
Seamus Rapaport
Phyllis and Paul Lehrer

Ethel and Sam Lehrer, beloved 		
parents of Paul Lehrer

Ruth A. Loebmann

Michael Henry Abrahamson, 		
beloved nephew

Gail and Harriet Martin Harry Samalin, beloved father of
Harriet Martin
Esther Papierman

Hy Papierman, beloved husband

Wendy J. Parker, M.D.

Max Halperin and Ethel Dubrov, 		
beloved grandparents
Rose Halperin, beloved 			
grandmother

Marilyn and Emil
Propper

Bessie Cohen, beloved mother of
Marilyn Propper

Cynthia and Joel
Rabinowitz

Florence and Abraham Henner,
beloved family members
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Donor

In Memory

Donor

In Memory

Irene and Jeffrey
Rabinowitz

Henrietta Krauss, beloved
member of Rabinowitz family

Dr. Lydia H. Soifer

Adrienne, Eve and Morris Semmel,
beloved aunt, grandparents

Renee L. Renner

Claire Lersy, beloved mother

Phyllis Steele

Paul Rosenberg

Leonard Y. Rosenberg, beloved 		
father

Joseph Josephson, beloved family
friend

Judy Zucker

David Fried, beloved husband of 		
Ruth Fried

Condolences

To

On the loss of

Ruth Fried; Esther Ana Rosa, Jessica, and Rebecca Fried;
Richard Fried

David Fried, beloved husband, father, brother
long-time member of Riverdale Temple

Leah Kurtz

Rachel Wagner, beloved cousin

Jeanne Snyder family and friends

Jeanne Snyder, beloved and devoted long-time member of
Riverdale Temple

The Departed Whom We Now Remember—November Yahrzeit Observances
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6

Annette Parker
Helen Fein
Robert Fein
Dorothy Wolf
Mildred Zuckerman
Irving Friedman
Philip Katz
Victor Lieberman
Golde Pinsky
Jennie Schoenberg
Paul Sertner
Solomon Weinstock
William Hutter
Arthur I. Pobliner
Kaethe Spiegel
Steven Joseph Spitz
George Braun
Harry Feinberg
Jerry Feinberg
Marilyn Gefter
Theodore Gruen
Leslie Litt
Edward Fogel
Catherine (Kitty) Haines
Samuel Lester
Eugene Levy
Clara White

7
7
7
8
8
8
8
10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
12
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
15

Celia Altman
Leo Evans
Joseph Saraga
Aviva Fuchs
Abraham Gordon
Sam Moskowitz
Minnie Soicher
Michael Braunstein
Linda Sue Gray
Moe Silvers
Judge Edward L. Block
Heda Cohen Chazen
Tamarra Griener
David Hoffman
Leonid Krasnopolsky
Ada Herman
Marion Molsky
Terry Stafford
Mark Thomas
Lawrence Tick
Yetta Young
Celia Bloustein
Rebecca Harris Feingold
Samuel Wilensky
Seymour Felder
Esther Schlesinger
Margaret Spath

Otto Kucera is pleased to inform the congregation
that he is now affiliated with Plaza Jewish
Community Chapel
630 Amsterdam Ave, New York, NY 10024
212-769-4400
PlazaJewishCommunityChapel.org

16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
18
18
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22

Grace Feinberg
Jack Penn
Milton Platt
Stanley Silber
Turner Joseph Soloway
Nathan Katz
Eva Semmel
Lillian Kalish Spachner
Morris Naftal
Bertha Friedlich Rothstein
Martin Brier
Charles Gold
Barbara Glickenstein
Arthur Hatz
Leopold Holzman
Ida Kurtin
Louis Maier
Fay Schweitzer
Max Warshaw
Margot Baldinger
Maurice Bender
Saul Jaffe
Minnie Ulanoff
Hyman Gargle
Ida Pearlman
William Schweitzer
Vide Wiggs

23
23
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
30

Abraham Borut
Adele E. Miller
Herman I. Rothman
David Turiel
Louis Egel
Harry L. Salb
Yacob Zayde
David Hartman
Sol Liebowitz
Milton B. Liman
William Parker
Emma Weiner
Dinah Avrach
Dorothy Konel
Jack Blumenthal
Harry Burgeman
Jerry Daniels
Rebecca Mandel
Harold Schwartz
Avis Shulman
Cilli Majerczyk
Frieda Sugarman
Freda Warshaw
Jack Weintraub
Eva Murstein

Mitzvah Day

April 19, 2015
Please plan to participate and help!
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