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Judaism has a strange relationship to counting. We are told in the Torah 
not to count people. When a census is taken, everyone is asked to put in a 
half shekel, and then the money is counted. When King David counts his 
population, a plague is sent to punish him.

On the other hand, we are often told how many men of military age there 
are amongst the Israelites, down to the last man. 

In biblical times, we did not use a calendar. Rather than counting the 
days to the next month, the month was declared into existence when the 
new moon was seen in Jerusalem. Yet holidays were to be found by their 
calendar date. The first of Tishrei, the fifteenth of Sh’vat, and so on. 

The exception is Shavuot, which, we are told, happens fifty days after 
Passover. We are not given a date for this holiday. The Torah commands 
us to count seven times seven weeks, the Counting of the Omer. This year, 
we are supposed to count each day from March 31 to May 19. We may 
not count a day in advance, and we are instructed to count at night. Some 
authorities say that if you miss one night, you can count the next day, but 
you do not say the blessing for the rest of the omer period. Others say you 
can say the blessing, as long as you resume counting at night.

Another place we need to count is to make sure we have a minyan. Some 
of our prayers cannot be said without ten adult Jews present. How do we 
know we have ten people without counting them? One trick is to say the 
words of the first verse of Ma Tovu: “V’ani b’rov chasd’cha, avo veitecha, 
eshtachaveh el heichal kodsh’cha b’yiratecha.” Ten words. If there is at 
least one person per word, we begin our prayers.

Why are we warned against counting, and then told to count?
The answer can be found in the word “count” itself. “Count” has 

more than one meaning. It means to numerate, but it also means to have 
significance. Suppose I am playing basketball, my team has 50 points and 
the other team has 51, and the final buzzer is about to sound, and I get two 
free throws. I have to count the points to see that we can win if we get two 
more points. Therefore, each point counts.

We are told to count days or people to give each one significance. 
Each and every one is valuable. Paradoxically, counting can remove the 
significance from any single person or thing counted. Ten Jewish adults 
make up a minyan, no matter who they are. Does this mean we don’t care 
who attends our services? Of course, we are reminded of the Nazi death 
camps, in which inmates’ names were taken away and replaced by numbers. 

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Fridays

May 4 5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
 6:30 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service 

with Jr Choir
May 11 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
May 18 5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service
May 25 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Evening Service

Saturdays
May 5 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
May 12 10:30 a.m. WRJ Lay-Led Shabbat 

Morning Service
May 19 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
May 26 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

continued on p. 3
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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,  
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.
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Save the Dates
Student Sponsorship Breakfast, Sunday,  

May 6 (see p. 11)

WRJ Lay-Led Service, Saturday, May 12  
(see p. 7)

The Rabbi’s Column

Come learn with YIVO and Riverdale Temple!

SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2018, 2:00 p.m.

Jewish Culture Series  2017–2018
y IV

idishe kultur-serye

SECOND AVENUE TO BROADWAY: 
Yiddish Theater and the American Stage
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16th of Iyyar 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 p.m. Jewish 
Spirituality and Mysticism 
with Rabbi Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical 
Hebrew with Cantor 
Sharett-Singer*            1

17th of Iyyar 5778

2

18th of Iyyar 5778

3

19th of Iyyar 5778
5:00 pm Tot 
Shabbat Service
6:00 pm Jr Choir 
Rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service 
Cinco de Mayo 
potluck dinner 

4

20th of Iyyar 5778
Parashat Emor 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service

5

21st of Iyyar 5778
9:00 am Student 
Sponsorship 
Breakfast
11:30 am Jr Choir 
Rehearsal

6

22nd of Iyyar 5778

7

23rd of Iyyar 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm Jewish 
Spirituality and 
Mysticism with Rabbi 
Gardner

8

24th of Iyyar 5778
7:00 pm WRJ 
General Meeting

9

25th of Iyyar 5778
7:30 pm RT Executive 
Committee Meeting

10

26th of Iyyar 5778
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

11

27th of Iyyar 5778
Parashat Behar- 
Bechukotai
10:30 am WRJ Lay-
Led Shabbat Morning 
Service with Torah 
discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service

12

28th of Iyyar 5778
Mother’s Day

13

29th of Iyyar 5778

14

1st of Sivan 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm Jewish 
Spirituality and Mysticism 
with Rabbi Gardner

15

2nd of Sivan 5778

16

3rd of Sivan 5778
7:30 pm Board of 
Trustees Meeting

17

4th of Sivan 5778
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat 
Service and potluck 
dinner
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

 

18

5th of Sivan 5778
Parashat Bamidbar 
Erev Shavuot
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service
7:30 pm Shavuot Service 
and Study Session      

19

6th of Sivan 5778
Shavuot 1
10:00 am Shavuot 
Services with Yizkor
11:30 am KRMH 
grocery delivery

20

7th of Sivan 5778
Shavuot 2

21

8th of Sivan 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Gardner
6:00 pm Jewish 
Spirituality and Mysticism 
with Rabbi Gardner

22

9th of Sivan 5778 

23

10th of Sivan 5778

24

11th of Sivan 5778
7:00 pm Shabbat 
Evening Service

25

12th of Sivan 5778
Parashat Nasso
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after 
service

26

13th of Sivan 5778

27

14th of Sivan 5778
Memorial Day
Building closed

28

15th of Sivan 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn 
with Rabbi Gardner
6:00 pm Jewish 
Spirituality and 
Mysticism with Rabbi 
Gardner                       

29

16th of Sivan 5778 

30

17th of Sivan 5778

31
*further classes 
TBD

Sunday    Monday          Tuesday     Wednesday     Thursday Friday Saturday
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The message there was that the inmates were not human beings, 
who have individual names. To name something is to assert its 
individuality and value. That is, to say that the thing counts.

We count and recount things that are dear to us. We also recount 
the stories that define us. But what is dear to us can never be 
reduced to a number. Psalm 90 tells us that if we number our days, 
we will gain a heart of wisdom. This does not mean to know the 
number of days we have lived, nor does it mean to count each day 
as if it were the omer period. Rather, it means that we should value 
each day, invest every day with significance. This is, indeed, the 
path to wisdom.

Passover celebrates our freedom from slavery in Egypt. Shavuot 
celebrates the giving of the Torah on Sinai. Freedom from slavery 
does not ensure a meaningful life. So we count each day from the 
moment of our freedom until we reach Sinai. We savor each day 
that brings us closer to the moment of revelation, the moment that 
will turn us from a free people to the People of the Book, a Gdly 
people, a people for whom study and ethics are paramount. We 
count the days that will bring us to the Torah, which will teach us 
how to live lives that truly count.

—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The CanToR’s Column

Shalom Chaveirim,
I am delighted to announce that this coming Friday, May 4, at 
5:00 p.m., we will be hosting our first Tot Shabbat musical guest, 
Ellen Allard, an award-winning recording artist, performer, and 
educator who is a widely known popular and influential musician 
and educator. 

Some of you know that my favorite service at our temple is 
Tot Shabbat. I am always overjoyed and excited as so many little 
ones and their families fill up our sanctuary on Shabbat with joyful 
singing together. It is a real gift to have Ellen, my teacher and 
mentor, join us in leading this wonderful occasion. I invite any 
of you who have young children to come and join us! And please 
share the news with your family, neighbors, and friends.

Traveling to venues across North America and abroad, Ellen has 
performed and taught music to young children and families for 
40 years. Her compositions are sung in schools, synagogues, and 
summer camps throughout the world and are taught to cantorial 
students enrolled at Hebrew Union College’s Debbie Friedman 

School of Sacred Music in New York City and at Hebrew College 
in Newton, Mass.

Ellen is a classically trained pianist, having begun her formal 
piano studies at the age of five. She studied flute and piccolo through 
elementary and high school and taught herself to play acoustic 
guitar while a student in college. She also dabbles in Irish whistle, 
djembe, banjo, ukulele, Autoharp, recorder, and spoons! 

I look forward to welcoming Ellen to our Riverdale Temple 
family!
L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The PResidenT’s Column

Spring is in the air! It sure took its time arriving, but finally it’s 
here. So, events of the spring season are just around the corner. The 
Religious School year is soon to end, and at 9:00 a.m. on May 6 
we will celebrate our children with the annual Student Sponsorship 
Breakfast. The youngsters will sing for us and show us their artwork, 
and a delicious breakfast will be provided for one and all. We will 
also take this opportunity to celebrate one of our most active and 
helpful congregants, Dr. Yvette Marrin, who has been, among other 
things, a longtime member of our Schools Committee and the 
chairperson of our Adult Education Committee. Furthermore, Rita 
Tenenbaum will present the Rita & Charles Tenenbaum Hebrew 
Chair Award to two outstanding and devoted teaching assistants, 
Jessi McGlashen and Al Furman. Please make every effort to attend 
this wonderful annual event on May 6.

While thinking about Yvette Marrin, I should add that one 
of her main achievements for Riverdale Temple has been the 
establishment, enrichment, and maintenance of the YIVO Jewish 
Culture Series of lectures that take place in our sanctuary from time 
to time. YIVO’s mission is to preserve, study, and teach everything 
it can about the history of Jewish life in Eastern Europe, Germany, 
and Russia, and we are honored to bring a touch of YIVO to the 

Riverdale area each year—all thanks to Dr. Yvette Marrin. The next 
lecture in the series will take place on June 3 at 2:00 p.m., when 
Dr. Stefanie Halpern, assistant director of the YIVO Archives, will 
give a talk called “Second Avenue to Broadway: Yiddish Theater 
and the American Stage.”

Another important date to keep in mind is June 10, when we will 
hold our Annual Congregational Meeting at 10:00 a.m. There will 
be reports from the clergy, the officers, our committee chairs, our 
affiliate heads, and possibly others; we will have our 2018–2019 
budget presented and voted on for approval; and we will elect a 
new slate of officers and members of the Board of Trustees. This 
is always an exciting morning, and refreshments will be provided. 
In addition, any congregant who wishes to offer suggestions, 
criticism, praise, ideas, or information relevant to our temple life 
will be recognized and heard. Please attend this meeting.

Finally, I would like to inform everyone that the Board of 
Trustees recently voted to install new air-conditioning units in 
the Sanctuary. By the time the weather becomes too warm for 
comfort, we should have a nicely cooled Sanctuary in which to 
pray and sing and be uplifted.

—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President
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Simcha Learning center

 
Riverdale Temple’s Second Night Passover Seder  

Thank-You
Every year Riverdale Temple offers a Second Night Passover 
Seder for its congregants and for the community. We are pleased 
to provide this special event that attracts so many people who 
might have no other opportunity to enjoy a traditional Passover 
Seder, as well as all those who simply prefer to have all the 
shopping, cooking, cleaning, and arranging done for them! And 
so at this time I would like to thank everyone who attended this 
year’s Passover Seder on March 31. We welcomed a total of 60 
people into our ballroom, including ten of the most adorable 
children! The food was delicious and plentiful. The wine glasses 
were never left empty. Laughter was heard from every table. I do 
believe that everyone had a glorious time.

I have so many people to thank, and I apologize in case I 
inadvertently miss mentioning someone. Most especially, I want 
to offer my heartfelt thanks to Rabbi Tom Gardner for leading our 
Seder so expertly and so delightfully. He encouraged everyone 
to follow along in their Haggadot; we sang Passover songs; the 
children participated loudly and beautifully; and the searching for 
the afikomen was exciting to watch. Rabbi Gardner even threw in 
a few hilarious anecdotes, as he is so good at doing! The Seder was 
superb if I do say so myself! Thank you so much, Rabbi Gardner.

I thank my Seder committee, Robin Segal and Sherrill Spatz, 
for all of their help and volunteer time to ensure that we have a 
successful event. Thanks also to Sherrill and Rob Katz for getting 

such delicious wine for us to enjoy! I also thank our Riverdale 
Temple custodian Eurides Osorio and his staff member Geovanny 
Santana for their exceptional help in setting up the ballroom and 
responding to all of my “heavy duty” requests for assistance. I 
want to thank Riverdale’s 50th Police Precinct for keeping an 
eye on us all evening, so that we would be safe in our Passover 
celebration. Lots of thanks go to Dean Wendy Spector and her 
volunteer crew of six energetic young women, all students from 
the In-Tech Academy, who helped tirelessly before, during, and 
after the Seder with every necessary task. 

I want to thank Yuval Dekel and Liebman’s Delicatessen, 
Restaurant, and Caterers for providing all of our fabulous and 
abundant Seder meal, including all of the Seder plates. So, by all 
means stop into Liebman’s and leave a message thanking Yuval 
for his generous and dedicated support of Riverdale Temple’s 
Passover Seder!

I also want to thank our new temple administrator, Jen Jimenez, 
for providing invaluable administrative assistance, all with a 
tremendous smile and great warmth. Finally, I thank co-presidents 
Rachel Radna and Michael Griffel and vice president Olivia 
Koppell for their leadership and support. 

For now, I ask you all to mark Saturday, April 20, 2019, on 
your calendars for next year’s Second Night Passover Seder. We 
would love to have you join us, along with Rabbi Gardner, as we 
celebrate another Passover together as one big family. After all, 
Riverdale Temple is the place to be! Thanks to all.

—Shelley Ast

Students of the Simcha Learning Center contributing to several projects on Mitzvah Day, April 22 (see p. 7).
—Judy Weinberg, Education and Engagement Specialist

—Photos by Judy Weinberg
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Visit our new and improved website at  
www.riverdaletemple.org. 
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page? 
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on 
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a 
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events, 
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community. 
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable 
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to 
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by 
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to  
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple 
by buying a mug for just $10.

If you need transportation to and/or from services 
at the temple, please call the office at 718-548-
3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors
If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a survivor, 
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka 
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more 
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to  
ushmm.org/resourcecenter, click on Holocaust Survivors 
and Victims Resource Center to complete the form. Contact 
information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource 
Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul 
Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-488-
6112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org. 

 

May
Student Sponsorship Breakfast May 6
WRJ Lay-Led Service  May 12

Upcoming Events in June
YIVO Lecture Series June 3
Annual Congregational Barbecue June 5

Social Action Meeting June 3
WRJ Member Appreciation Dinner June 6
Annual Congregational Meeting June 10

Dates subject to change. Check www.riverdaletemple.org for updates. 

Riverdale Temple House Committee
Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our 
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural, 
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are 
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance 
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The 
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure 
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of 
our community efficiently and economically. The committee 
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities 
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. 
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to 
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.

Bulletin Board

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by 
May 14. You can email it directly to  

rivtemple@aol.com  
(put “Bulletin” in subject line).

Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot program 
in the Bronx. We can now recycle our food scraps. Please 
observe the different signs on the garbage receptacles and 
put throwaways in the proper container. We are pioneers 
in a wonderful program—please join the effort in caring 
for our environment. Thank you! 

Congratulations!
Harriet Charles, on the arrival of her great-
granddaughter Sophie Rose Charles

Recapture the joy 
of reading through 
the JBI Library for 
visually impaired, 
blind, and reading-

disabled individuals, all provided free of charge and delivered 
to your doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at  
www.jbilibrary.org. 
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nurSery SchooL newS

When you walk through the doors of 
Riverdale Temple, you will feel the loving, 
caring energy of all the children, families, 
and teachers. There is a wonderful hum of 
children at work! Riverdale Temple Nursery 
School is truly an amazing community, and 
there is no doubt that the children who come 
to our school will make the world a better 

place. We are always working on kindness and community. It is a 
constant theme in our school. 

We are just beginning to have volunteers from Riverdale Temple 
read and play with the children. It is magical to see all the 
generations work together in a loving community. The volunteers 
will read to the children or just play with and talk to the children. 

All the classes are studying spring. Each class will have caterpillars 
in their room. It is truly magical for the children to watch them 
turn into butterflies and then release them into our playground! 
This year, our Four-Year-Olds will also be having ladybugs. We 
will see them develop from eggs. It is wonderful for the children 
to see the changes in these insects and then let them free! 

The children in Riverdale Temple Nursery School truly have green 
thumbs! They are getting ready to work in the outdoor garden. 
Each class is planting in its classroom and then will transfer the 
plants to our wonderful outside garden. Cristin Messinger, our 
wonderful PA president, is helping with all the planting. 

Please come and see the Two-Year-Olds’ spring mural outside 
their room. They collaged and painted flowers and birds. In their 
classroom they are making Mother’s Day gifts and cards. 

The 3-A class did a study of sunflowers. In their classroom you can 
see a bouquet of sunflowers. The children studied the sunflowers, 
and each child painted a large still life of the sunflowers. They 
collaged all the parts of a sunflower and they ate sunflower seeds. 
Their work and study are incredible! 

The 3-B class has chicks now. There are two chicks in the 
classroom and an incubator with 7 eggs. The whole school voted 
on names for the chicks and named them Lollipop and Cupcake. 
Please come visit our chicks. Every day we will be watching the 
eggs in the incubators. We have a special light that we can use to 
see the chicks growing inside the shells. We are very excited to see 
our chicks hatch. Then, sadly, they will return to the farm!

3-B just had an amazing “trip” to Israel; the children made 
passports and Israeli flags, and ate Israeli food!! And they all sang 
Happy Birthday to Israel! 

Our Four-Year-Olds are studying plants. 

Come and see the beautiful nature paintings in Pre-K A. They are 
all over their room. The children have planted corn and peas and 
tomato and basil. There will be a lot of delicious cooking shortly 
in Pre-K A. 

In Pre-K B there are magic beans growing at their windows and 
stories about their magic beans on their cupboards. The children 
studied the artist Georgia O’Keeffe and painted beautiful floral 
pictures. Please take a walk to the third floor to see their amazing 
work! 

In Pre-K C they are doing deconstruct to reconstruct. They have 
a discovery table where they are taking apart machines and then 
will be creating new machines with all the pieces. Right now, on 
the deconstruct table you will see keyboards, phones, and CD 
players all taken apart! The children are so excited to discover 
what is inside. 

Tours
Tours continue for the 2018–2019 school year. If you have friends 
who are interested, please tell them to call the school at 718-796-
0335 or email at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We are opening a 
new Threes class next year and do have a few openings in that 
class. Please tell friends, if you know of someone looking for 
space in the Three-Year-Olds for September 2018. 

Camp
This is our second year for camp. We are so excited to be having 
camp for five weeks for two- through five-year-olds. It is open 
to families who attend Riverdale Temple Nursery School and 
outside families. It will begin July 2 and run through August 3. 
The Two-Year-Olds will go from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and the 
Three-, Four-, and Five-Year-Olds, from 8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
There will be lots of projects, water, and planting. And pizza and 
ice cream every Friday! We think it will be great fun!

If you are interested, please contact Linda Herman at nsdirector.
rtns@gmail.com.

Events
May 11: Truck Day

May 18: Grandparents/Special Person Day/All-School Art Show 
and Bake Sale

Just a lovely quote: “Remember, there’s no such thing as a small act 
of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no logical end.” –Scott 
Adams

—Linda Herman, Director 

 

Tot Shabbat Services
During the school year, Tot Shabbat services 
usually take place twice a month on Friday (see 
the calendar on p. 2, as times and frequencies 
vary). These special services are led by Rabbi 
Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing and 
guitar playing. For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible 
accommodation for food allergies and kashrut observance 
(all dishes will be labeled). This month’s services are on  
May 4 and 18.
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KehiLah of riverdaLe tempLe

women of reform JudaiSm (SiSterhood)
Spring is here! Flowers are growing, and we’re still moving 
forward.

Save the Date! Our next event is the WRJ Lay-Led Service on May 
12, and we end the year with our Appreciation Dinner/Game Night 
on Wednesday, June 6.  There will be more follow-up information 
to come. 

This past year has been busy and exciting, but, of course, dampened 
by sadness. We lost a dear member of WRJ, and although we will 
never be able to replace Carole Feinberg, we are forever grateful 
for her dedication, volunteering at all events, and providing 
wisdom and encouragement. She will be sorely missed. 

If there is an event or a Social Action cause that you would like to 
get WRJ involved in, please let us know. Together we are stronger!

—Eugenia Zakharov and Joanne Heyman, Co-Presidents

SociaL action

Mitzvah Day is a day when Riverdale Temple comes together with 
open hands and hearts and does good things for people beyond our 
Temple. It is a beginning, not an end—if some of the activities are 
enjoyed (making the bagged lunches for POTS), it can take place 
more than once a year; our children seem to love to put together the 
gift plants for the Zicklin Hospice and Schervier Nursing Home. 
We could make little cupped plants again in the fall around Sukkot, 
to share the happiness of the season with others, etc.

For now, we want to recognize the many people who made Mitzvah 
Day 2018 a warm, enjoyable experience: Drs. Rachel Radna and 
L. Michael Griffel, Rabbi Tom Gardner, Cantor Inbal Sharett-
Singer, Judy Weinberg, Eurides Osorio, Geovanny Santana and 
other custodial staff, and Jennifer Jimenez. Teachers: Michelle 
Shteingart, Robin Mitchell, and Sara Cribbs; student aides: Al 
Furman and Jessi McGlashen; and director Linda Herman and 
Nursery School teachers.

Dear Fellow Congregants:

Happy 70th birthday, Israel . . .

Numbers have great meaning in Judaism, and Israel’s 70th year 
of independence—being celebrated this past month—takes on 
special significance when we realize that, according to Jewish 
tradition, 70 represents the nations of the world.

The first time the number 70 appears is in the lists of genealogy 
following the flood. Genesis Chapter 10 enumerates exactly 70 
descendants of Noah. Jews extrapolate from this verse that the 
world comprises 70 nations, each with its own language.

Over the past seven decades since its founding in 1948, Israel has 
enjoyed many great achievements in science, medicine, agriculture, 
technology, engineering, music, and building relationships with 
the nations of the world. Israel has provided more assistance to 
nations in need than any other country, including the United States. 
No matter who, what, when, or where, Israeli doctors and Israeli 
aid are often first on the scene.

Yes, Israel has been a beacon of light to the world for the past 70 
years. Many of us at Riverdale Temple have had the opportunity to 
visit Israel and some of us have even lived in Israel for a period of 

time. We have seen firsthand what an incredible country Israel is. 
Even with all the marvelous achievements, there are many Israelis 
who are working hard to make the country better yet. They believe 
their contributions can make the world a better place.

I think we at Riverdale Temple share the sentiment with our Israeli 
brothers and sisters in wanting to make the world a better place. 
However, sometimes we seem too busy or preoccupied to focus 
on the desire to improve the world. Yet, I believe we do care 
about conditions around the world. We care about poverty, health, 
education, the environment, peace among peoples, and making the 
world a more perfect place.

So, what can we do to make our own unique contribution to 
improve our world? We can start by reading Torah; by attending 
Shabbat services; by participating in our adult education programs; 
by showing respect for others . . . even if we disagree with their 
beliefs. All of these endeavors can provide answers, stimulate 
thought, and contribute to our greater sense of happiness and our 
ability to create happiness for others.

Let’s all borrow a page from the book of our brethren in Israel and 
make this world a better place. B’Shalom,

—Steve Rosenfeld
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We are fortunate that our clergy are wonderful 
teachers and we encourage you, even as 
this learning year concludes in June, to take 
advantage of Rabbi Gardner’s study of the 
Prophets for just a few more weeks at noon 
each Tuesday and his Jewish Spirituality and 
Mysticism on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. Classes 

by both Cantor Sharett-Singer and Rabbi Gardner will 
resume with new topics after the High Holidays in the fall.

We have our final YIVO lecture for the 2017–2018 study year 
on Sunday, June 3, at 2:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Dr. Stefanie 
Halpern, a Yiddish theater scholar and assistant director of the 
YIVO archives, will be exploring the Yiddish stage in America 
and its impact on the American English theater.

In her multimedia lecture, she will demonstrate that the 
Yiddish theater was not merely an ethnic theater that existed 
on the margins, but rather an important cultural phenomenon 
that was part and parcel of the American theatrical institution. 
She will discuss how Yiddish drama, performance, artists, 
and audiences transitioned from the American Yiddish 
theater to the mainstream American English-language stage. 

The YIVO Institute for Jewish Research has pioneered 
new forms of Jewish scholarship, research education, and 
cultural expression. Its public programs and exhibitions, as 
well as online and on-site courses, extend its global outreach 
and enable us to share its vast resources. The YIVO Archives 
contains more than 23 million original items, and YIVO’s 
Library has more than 400,000 volumes  (www.yivo.org).

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee
***

The Chavurah will not be meeting in May. However, there 
will be an opportunity to study on Saturday evening, May 19, 
which is Erev Shavuot. We will be joined by Congregation 
Tehillah for an evening of teaching, learning, and eating. 
Dairy dishes are traditionally served on Shavuot, so please 
come to this festive event.

—Dr. Ronna Weber

Come learn with YIVO and Riverdale Temple!

YIVO.ORG  ·   RIVERDALETEMPLE.ORG

SUNDAY
JUNE 3, 2018
2:00 p.m.
Dr. Stefanie Halpern, assistant director 
of the Archives at the YIVO Institute for 
Jewish Research, presents a talk on the 
Yiddish theater practitioners who became 
important forces on the development 
of the Broadway stage. From acting 
technique to set design, the influence of 
the Yiddish theater on American popular 
culture can still be felt to this day.

Admission: $5.00

Jewish Culture Series  2017–2018
y IV

idishe kultur-serye

SECOND AVENUE TO BROADWAY: 
Yiddish Theater and the American Stage

Molly Picon in Circus Girl at the Second 
Avenue Theater, 1928. YIVO Archives.

Special donors: Dr. Shelley Ast and Ruth Loebmann.

The following gave of their time and talents to work with our 
children and to greet the community when they brought donations: 
Dr. Helen Krim, Tom Krim, David Greenfield, Sherry and Carol 
Kassel, Jimmy Resnick, Joanne Heyman, Robin Segal, Phil 
Clarke, Mike Messinger, Sherrill Spatz, Alina Gardner and Runia, 
Barbara Ferber, Cristin Timoney, Jeff Sklar, Rebecca Sherman, 
Eileen Bowden, Ruth Loebmann, Jordana Blair, Amy Alter, Farrah 
Rubin (KRVC Development Corp.), Robert Rubinstein (Kiwanis), 
Eugenia Zakharov, Fay Statsky, Audrey Ott, Dr. Rachel Radna, Dr. 
Craig Katz, Sydney Greene (Riverdale Temple and RKA), Gabriel 
Kauffman (RKA), Bronx Science students from Key Club: Megan 
Ngo, Tron V. Royol, Daniel Huany, Vanessa Fang, Elie Michaud, 
Benjamin Zakharov, Anne Zakharov, Aaron Wu, Michele Chen, 
Anthony Lin, Wesley Mui, Tomson Zhang, and Ashley Chan. (This 

group of students from the Key Club also participated in the Earth 
Day activity at the Van Cortlandt Compost and Gardening Center.)

We also want to thank Patricia Gourdine and Shirley Maragh 
(Riverdale Presbyterian Church) for working with the Schervier 
Nursing Home to distribute the plants our Simcha Learning Center 
children made (see p. 4) and for helping out at the social hour. 
Ruth Loebmann and Barbara Ferber visited residents at the Zicklin 
Hospice and distributed the plants there.

Note: We hope we acknowledged everyone. If your name is 
missing, please contact us, and we’ll put the information into the 
June bulletin.

Next KRMH Grocery Delivery: May 20 at 11:30 a.m.

Next Social Action Meeting: June 3
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

aduLt education
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ConTRibuTions 
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship 
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, 
Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School 
and Nursery School Parents Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor In Honor Donor In LovIng MeMory

Dorothy Baer Riverdale Temple
Harriet Charles  Sophie Rose Charles, great-

granddaughter, on her arrival
Mitchell and Beth Fertig- Riverdale Temple, toward repair of 
Friedman the organ

Renee Gallay Paul Gallay, for speaking about  
clean water at a university in  
Hong Kong and in Beijing 

Sylvia Gottlieb Cantor Sharett-Singer for including 
“Bim Bam” in the Shabbat service

Olivia Koppell Ruach Shabbat

Martin Linda Rabbi Gardner, for my aliyah

Dora Mejicovsky Mitzvah Day 

Rita Pochter-Lowe Rabbi Gardner, for my aliyah

Philip L. Sherman Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-
Singer

Donor In LovIng MeMory

Robert G. Abbott Sheila Abbott

David Askenase Carole Feinberg

Shelley Ast Harry Ast, beloved father

 Carole Feinberg

 Helen Madow

The Bigelow Family Carole Feinberg

Hermina Birnbaum Ronald Braddish
Irene Brenner Malcolm Brenner, beloved husband
 Carole Feinberg

Shelly Clark Lynn Clark Radom, beloved daughter

Greg Cowan Carole Feinberg

Evan and Joan Deoul Carole Feinberg

Myra and Steve Feit Helen Madow

Charlie and Lisa Feitel Katie Sanders

Beth Fertig-Friedman Molly Friedman

The Fried Family Estelle and Solomon Fried

Michael Friedman Lillian Friedman 

Reggi and Bruce Gerber Elsie Gerber
Beverly Hamada Bertha Hamada

Beverly Hamada Irving Hamada

Rachel Hausmann Katie Sanders

Robert and Kathleen Benjamin Kaswell 
Kaswell

Rob Katz and Sherrill  Katie Sanders 
Spatz

Helen Madow  Bertha Feit

Harriet Martin Sydell Samalin

Rita Pochter-Lowe Isidore Weiss, beloved grandfather

Jonathan Parker Dr. Julius G. Parker

Wendy J. Parker, M.D. Julius G. Parker, M.D.

Marilyn and Emil Meyer Propper 
Propper

Jill Shaifer Dora L. Shaifer

Renee Spath Myrna Turtletaub, beloved sister-in-law
Irving Weiler Hilda Weiler

Judith Zucker Helen Madow
 

Lawrence garDner, M.D., In LovIng MeMory

Shelley Ast 
Hermina Birnbaum 

Susan and Howard Birnbaum 
Irene Brenner 
Shelly Clark 

Charlie and Lisa Feitel 
David and Lisa Fischel-Wolovick, Esq.

Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin 
David and Gerri Glickenstein and family 

L. Michael and Margaret Griffel
Rachel Hausmann 
Inge Hershkowitz 

Rob Katz and Sherrill Spatz 
Olivia Koppell

Ronni Stolzenberg 
Thomas and Renee Renner 
Barbara Silber-Weinstock 

Lynne and Peter Silverstein 
Renee Spath 

Judith Zucker

DorotHy anD JosepH Kay prayer BooK FunD

Donations to the Fund will be listed in the June bulletin.
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 1 Louis Angstreich
 1 J. Burton Orr
 1 Raymond Zwyer
 2 Fred Gottschalk
 2 Julia Heimowitz
 2 Ludwig Kahn
 2 Aaron Seelig
 2 Esther Siminowitz
 3 Benjamin Alin
 3 Dr. Leo Charles
 3 Rose Cohen
 3 Charles Gallub
 3 Harry Samalin
 4 Edward Eichenwald
 4 Sandra Nadine LoPato
 4 David Roskind
 5 Lee S. Haber
 5 Harry Leff
 5 Judith B. Turiel
 6 Morris Berman
 6 Bridie LaCava
 7 Helen Lippmann Block
 7 Paul E. Klein
 7 Jack Kroll
 7 John J. Loebmann
 8 Sheldon Cohen

 8 Hyman Golden
 8 Irving Isaacs
 8 Bernard Katz
 8 Sophie Richman
 9 Harry Fried
 9 Adele Diane Gray
 9 Florence Rapaport
 9 Elysse Gabrielle Roger
10 Mariann Kovar
11 Abner Kurtin
11 John Al Meisler
12 Bernard H. Friedman
12 Ann Hauser
12 Allie “Abraham” Pochter
12 Rose Reinhart
13 Margaret Fettman
13 Morris Funtleyder
13 Samuel Lehrer
13 Evelyn Rose Spanier
13 Darrell Ray Steele
13 Marion J. Weinberg
14 Gail R. Pops
14	 Melvin	Rushfield
15 Pauline Goldman
15 Robert Wagonfeld
16 Francis J. Bloustein

16 Dr. Jack Hauser
16 Sigmund Kleinman
16 Lewis Silver
17 Jacob Franklin
17 Irving Karpf
17 Claudia Kern
17 George Samalin
17 Bernard Schnitzer
17 Hon. Howard Silver
17 Augusta Trager
17 Celia S. Wendrow
18 Eva Arnowich
18 Sam Hamada
18 Isidor Schneiderman
18 Corinne Wessler
19 Jessie Dinowitz
19 William Fuhrman
19 Jack Sackstein
20 Jacob Kaplan
20 Rabbi Charles E. Shulman
20 Mae Spivack
20 Ilene Zolt
21 Helen Jacobs
21 Morris Kolin
21 Edith Oppenheim
21 Minnie Siegel

22 Dr. Philip L. Bereano
22 Donald E. Brotherson
22 Samuel Hirshowitz
22 Celia Kantor
23 Ray Kolin
24 Jacob Fritz
24 Max Heimowitz
24 Vera T. Rosenblum
24 Rose Seefer
24 Sitta Spatz
26 Wolf Avrach
26 Pearl Lederer
26 Helen Taig
28 David Fenster
28 Chaim Poster
28 Libby Silverman
29 Meyer Karsh
29 Bella Perlstein
29 Andrew Sternberg
30 Hyman Bialek
30 Louis Feinman
30 Maria Levin
30 Isidore Reibeisen
31 Monica DiFilippi
31 Harry Kalinsky
31 William Ripps

 

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: May Yahrzeit Observances

 

Condolences
To  On the loss of 

Susan Feinberg, Helaine Feinberg Teperman,  Carole Feinberg, beloved mother, mother-in-law, wife  
Dr. Lewis Teperman, Carly, and Jake of the late Bert Feinberg, grandmother, long-time board   
 member and Riverdale Temple member

Jen Jimenez Joanne Mueller, beloved aunt

Lorraine Coyle Koppell and Oliver Koppell, Donald  Ken Coyle, beloved brother and brother-in-law 
and Mary Coyle, and Barbara and Bill Morgan

Laura and Jerry Vogl, Amy and Tom Cordero,  Helen Madow, beloved mother, mother-in-law,  
Jesse and Andrew Vogl, Adam Cordero grandmother, long-time Riverdale Temple member

Dr. Rachel Radna and family Yakki Landsman, beloved cousin

Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer and family Gary Stern Sharett, beloved uncle

Riverdale	 Temple	 is	 a	 registered	 nonprofit	 on	Amazon.	When	 doing	 your	 shopping	 online,	 log	 onto	
Amazon Smile, and the temple will get a share of the proceeds. Use the link below in your browser: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1869317

The Hebrew Institute of Riverdale Clothing Drive will take place on Sunday, May 6, 2018, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Please 
sort and bag separately men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing in sturdy garbage bags. We also are collecting sheets, blankets, quilts, 
and towels. Please bag those separately.
Deposit clothing and bedding/linens in the truck that will be stationed outside the HIR (on Netherland Avenue). Volunteers are 
needed. If you are able to help for even a short period of time, please email Steve Pretsfelder or Barbara Gochberg at spretsfelder@ 
vanwagner.com or call 718-601-3586.
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44TH STUDENT SPONSORSHIP BREAKFAST
SUNDAY,  MAY 6       9:00 a.m. 

“The Study of Torah Encompasses Them All” (Talmud)
The Student Sponsorship Breakfast enables Riverdale Temple to continue its guarantee of the 
highest possible standards of Jewish education for each pupil in our Simcha Learning Center. 

Let the tradition continue—give a Mitzvah you’ll be proud of!

Endowment $5,000 
Benefactor $1,000
Patron $500–$999 Sponsor 
$250–$499 Donor $100–$249 
Contributor $50–$99 
Supporter under $50
$ _______________
(please indicate exact amount)

Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

Date ___________________________________________

# of Attendees __________________________________

In celebration of Jewish education 
honoring Yvette Marrin

and
Presenting the Rita & Charles L. Tenenbaum 

Hebrew Chair Award to
our TAs Jessi McGlashen and Al Furman

*RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED BY MAY 3*
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RiveRdale Temple

4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

BRONX, NY 10471

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

RiveRdale Temple 
4545 Independence Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10471 
affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,  

patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492 
Email: rivtemple@aol.com 

Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org

Rabbi of the Congregation 
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Cantor of the Congregation 
Inbal Sharett-Singer

Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation 
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L. 

Judith S. Lewis

Co-Presidents of the Congregation 
Dr. Rachel Radna  

Dr. L. Michael Griffel

Nursery School Executive Director 
Linda Herman

Religious School Education and Engagement Specialist 
Judy Weinberg

Bulletin Editor 
Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.

Bulletin Proofreaders 
Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,  

Sylvia Gottlieb, L. Michael Griffel, 
Olivia Koppell, Ruth Loebmann
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