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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

Fridays
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service with
Jr. Choir
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Learner’s
Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Anya Zakharov and Ben Zakharov
Bat and Bar Mitzvah Celebrations
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Mia Lerin Bat Mitzvah Celebration
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service,
followed by Chavurah
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
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The Rabbi’s Column
My maternal grandfather, Louis Michaels, died before I became a rabbi,
and before Judaism became an important part of my life. I am always sorry
about this, because it would have meant so much to him. Judaism was a
huge part of my grandfather’s life, and it would have brought him joy to
know that it was part of mine. But isn’t this situation true of all of us?
For 2,000 years most Jews lived in exile. Our ancestors endured extra
taxes, expulsion, dearth of legal protection, second-class status, and
violence. At various places and times in Europe, they were forced to attend
church and listen to sermons about how they would go to hell if they did
not convert. Ancestors we never knew risked so much and suffered so
much to remain Jewish. What do we owe them?
Do we owe it to them to remain Jewish? If so, what does that mean? That
we check the box marked “Jewish” on surveys? That we celebrate holidays
and light Shabbat candles? That we join a synagogue? Or should we go
further, and say we owe it to our ancestors to do our best to ensure that our
children and grandchildren remain Jewish?
We know how to do that. Send them to Hebrew School, send them to
Jewish camps, give them a bar or bat mitzvah, sign them up for a free
Birthright trip to Israel. My bar mitzvah was a very big deal for my
grandfather for that very reason. For that reason I am also very pleased that
three young people will have a b’nei mitzvah here this month.
Still, we cannot keep Judaism going out of a sense of obligation to
our ancestors. We may owe them something, but what we owe the living
counts for more than what we owe those who are gone. We should remain
Jewish and pass it on to our descendents only if we get something out of it.
Like many synagogues around the country and around the world, we
have fewer members than we once had, and fewer than we would like to
have. We live in an age of secularism, of less joining things in general,
a time when our discretionary time and money are cut to the bone. Why
should we spend time and money being Jewish? Why should we belong
to a synagogue? Why should we hope that our children and grandchildren
remain Jewish?
To answer this question, go back to those ancestors who fought and died
to remain Jewish. What did they get out of it?
They got a sense of belonging. They got a sense of meaning, that their
lives were valuable. They got a sense of holiness, of something beyond and
greater than the physical and mundane. That is what our ancestors got out
of Judaism, and that is what people get out of Judaism today at synagogues
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17 Adar II 5776
Easter Sunday
No Religious School
No Junior Choir
Rehearsal

11 Adar II 5776
Nursery School

10 Adar II 5776
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal
12:30 pm Purimspiel
Dress Rehearsal

27

28

18 Adar II 5776
Nursery School

21

14

4 Adar II 5776
Nursery School

3 Adar II 5776
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal
11:30 am KRMH Food
Delivery
Noon Purim Carnival
12:30 Purimspiel
Rehearsal
13

20

7

27 Adar I 5776
Nursery School

Monday

26 Adar I 5776
9:15 am WRJ Mah-Jongg
Tournament
9:30 am Religious School
10:30 am Social Action
Committee meeting
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal
12:30 pm Purimspiel
Rehearsal
6

Sunday

8

1

19 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
9:00 am NS Coffee Chats
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School
6:00 pm Thinking about
the Holocaust with Rabbi
7:30 pm WRJ Book Club
Meeting
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class
29

12 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School
6:00 pm Thinking about
the Holocaust with Rabbi
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class
22

5 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm Thinking about
the Holocaust with Rabbi
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class
15

28 Adar I 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class

21 Adar I 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm WRJ Meeting
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class

Tuesday

16

9

2

20 Adar II 5776
Nursery School

30

23

13 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
6:00 pm Erev
Purim Service and
Purimspiel

6 Adar II 5776
Nursery School

29 Adar I 5776
Nursery School

22 Adar I 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Tovah
Klein: How
Toddlers Thrive

Wednesday

17

10

21 Adar II 5776
Nursery School

31

24

14 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
10:00 am Manhattan
School of Music
performance

7 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

30 Adar I 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

3

23 Adar I 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Membership
Committee Meeting

Thursday

4

25

15 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

18

8 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat Service
7:00 pm Learner’s
Service

11

1 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

24 Adar I 5776
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat Service
6:00 pm Junior
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Eve Service with
Junior Choir

Friday

16 Adar II 5776
Parashat Tzav
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
7:00 pm Wine, Cheese
& Karaoke
26

19

9 Adar II 5776
Parashat Vayikra
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Chavurah follows

2 Adar II 5776
Parashat Pekudei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Mia Lerin Bat Mitzvah
Celebration
Men’s Club Meeting
follows Kiddush
12

25 Adar I 5776
Parashat Vayakhel
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Anya Zakharov and
Ben Zakharov Bat
and Bar Mitzvah
Celebrations
5

Saturday

March

that buck the trend of secularization and low membership.
There are synagogues, many Orthodox, but some progressive as
well, that are bursting at the seams, because they give members those
things. We want to do that here. Everything we do, every change we
make, is to try to do these three things better. And you can help.
Participate! Find what gives you a sense of meaning and holiness.
It may be services, it may be religious school, it may be adult
studies, adult choir, or even working on a committee. Every man
should be in the Men’s Club, every woman should be in WRJ. If
you don’t fit into either of those categories, pick one anyway! Join
the Social Action Committee or the Caring Committee. Celebrate
Shabbat at home.
Bring friends! Bring them to Shabbat with Junior Choir, to
Lunch and Learn, or whatever is appropriate. Telling them why

Judaism is meaningful to you will help Judaism be meaningful to
you.
Make suggestions! If there is something that would make
services more meaningful to you, perhaps it would make them
more meaningful to others. Feel free to speak to me, our cantor,
our president, or the chairs of any appropriate committee. While
we can’t promise that we will make every change suggested, we
will consider every suggestion.
Riverdale Temple is your synagogue, and Judaism is your
religion. They can add meaning and power to your life. We will
open our hearts to you, if you will do the same for us. Together, we
can find the beauty that our ancestors found.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
Shalom Chaverim,
“Mishenichnas Adar Marbim B’Simcha,” When the month of
Adar arrives we should increase our joy (Gemara, ta’anit 29). In a
few weeks we will be celebrating our joyous Purim holiday. It is a
holiday of remembrance. We remember the liberation of the Jews
of Persia from the wicked Haman, adviser to King Achashverosh,
thanks to the intervention of the beautiful Queen Esther.
The Jews of Persia had been very successful, and because of
their success, they had enemies. But thanks to Queen Esther, and
according to our tradition, the great miracle occurred and the Jews
were saved and liberated, and therefore every year we celebrate
this great liberation with great joy, with costumes, and with a great
deal of merriment.
It is probably not coincidental that Purim comes at the beginning
of spring. The events of Purim may have been deliberately
connected with spring because what they both have in common is
liberation—liberation from the winter of the past, liberation from
the troubles of the past. Just as winter represents a challenge, so is
the day before Purim, which is a fast day called Ta’anit Esther, the
Fast of Esther. We fast to end the winter, and we rejoice to begin
the liberation of the spring.

The story of Purim is obviously legend, but the text of Purim
remains. So, too, the fact of spring. Spring represents a liberation
from the darkness and difficulty of winter. In fact, our Bible, in
the Song of Songs, says, “For, behold, the winter is past, the rain
is over and gone/The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the
singing bird has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in
our land” (2:11–12).
Both Purim and the springtime festival are opportunities to
renew our hope and our faith. Our faith that the world is good, and
that God is with us. In a month, we will be celebrating a greater
liberation, the liberation of our forefathers and foremothers from
the land of Egypt. But right now, we rejoice with gladness for the
great liberation from Persia, the achievement of Queen Esther, and
the beginning of a spring season of joy and happiness.
I invite you all to learn a verse from the Megillah of Esther during
our Purim service, which is on March 23 at 6:00 p.m., followed by
our fantastic Purimspiel. I am happy to teach you! Please e-mail
me at cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org
L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column

On April 16 we will have a very special Shabbat Service and
Luncheon in honor of Martin Hoffman. Martin Hoffman plays
many different roles in this world. To some he is known as the
successful entrepreneur, or the goal-oriented boss, or the persistent
individual who finds a way to accomplish what may seem
impossible to most, or maybe he’s known as the generous friend;
but most importantly, he is known as an outstanding son, nephew,
cousin, husband, father, grandfather of seven beautiful girls (six
living), and great-grandfather.
Amazingly, he works hard each and every day to maintain an
extremely close family, and he takes great pride in keeping his
four-generation family together with the values necessary to
maintain a beautiful, healthy, loving relationship.
These are the values and beliefs that his late parents, Milton and
Pearl Hoffman, instilled in him.
Martin Hoffman was born in New York City. Milton, Pearl,
and Martin spent many happy years together in the Riverdale
community. Martin celebrated his bar mitzvah here at Riverdale
Temple, and later on his mother became the Sisterhood president.

Martin’s father, Milton, had a lifelong connection to Washington,
D.C., with an open door to many United States presidents.
Martin graduated from George Washington University in 1963
with a bachelor of arts in business.
He joined his parents in the family’s New York catering
business—Wilton Caterers Inc.—designing beautiful weddings
and bar and bat mitzvahs in the tristate area.
Martin met his lovely wife Helena in 1968 and married her
in 1977 here at Riverdale Temple, with the then president of the
United States, Gerald R. Ford, walking Helena down the aisle. The
Ford and Hoffman families remain close to this very day. Martin
and Helena currently reside in New City, N.Y., and they often
traveled to the Ford home in Rancho Mirage, California.
Martin’s strong work ethic, dedication, and persistence enabled
him to grow the family business to include the manufacturing of
frozen kosher foods for New York State and in-flight food service
for the top three airlines of that time, TWA, Eastern, and American.
After reaching exciting sales levels for frozen foods, Martin’s
focus was on creating new frozen products and expanding
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nationwide while discontinuing the local catering that the family
became famous for. With the support of his family, frozen hors
d’oeuvres and appetizers grew nationally as Martin became the
president and CEO of Wilton Foods Inc.
The original company was sold to Iowa beef products/Tyson
poultry in 1999 and Martin immediately began a new food company
named after his father and himself—Milmar Food Group LLC.
In addition to expanding Milmar into a successful frozen food
company, Martin excels in his endearing hobbies of playing golf,
eating out at the best restaurants, and making acquaintances
everywhere he goes—especially if they are beautiful women!
Martin’s steady desire to help others is a very admirable trait. He
makes it a priority to exhaust all his strength through his contacts
for those needing immediate medical care. Annual charitable
contributions and fundraising for his favorite charities have
always been passions of his. Some of his favorite charities include
the Betty Ford Center, Riverdale Temple, JDRF, NewYorkPresbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center, The City of

Hope, and the Hebrew Home at Riverdale, for which Martin has
served as a board member for the past 12 years.
Martin has made an impressionable difference in the lives of his
family, friends, and all those who are blessed to be a part of his life.
What makes Martin so deserving of this honor is the fact that
he never forgot Riverdale Temple. He always comes back to pray
with his congregational family on the High Holy Days and to mark
family Yahrzeits. You might recognize him on Erev Yom Kippur
as the man holding the large Torah scroll that was presented to his
parents by President Gerald Ford—it is the Torah with the crown.
We are honoring Martin Hoffman for his continued support and
generosity to Riverdale Temple. I hope that you are all going to
come out and celebrate with this remarkable man.
—Rachel Radna

National Mah-Jongg League Rules—2015 Card
Mah-Jongg Vendor!

Mah-Jongg Tournament

Not ready for tournament play?
Join us for social play (in a separate space)! Beginners welcome
Tournament $45		
Social play $25

	
  

Reservations a Must—No Walk-ins for
Tournament Play

to benefit

Riverdale Temple
4545 Independence Avenue, Riverdale, NY 10471 (free parking)

Sunday, March 6, 2016

9:15 a.m.

Doors Open: Coffee, Tea, Light Breakfast

10:00 a.m.–
1:00 p.m.

Rounds 1–3 (4 games per round; approx. 15
minutes per game)

1:00–2:00 p.m.

Dairy lunch (dietary laws observed)

2:00–5:00 p.m.

Rounds 4-6 (same as above)

5:15 p.m.

Cash prizes awarded ($150.00 minimum)
Please join us on

Sunday, April 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
in performing acts of
gemilut chasadim (loving-kindness) in
Riverdale and neighboring communities for
Mitzvah Day 2016

Local agencies have indicated their certain activities, needs,
and requests. Let’s not disappoint them!
Mitzvah Day activities—held rain or shine! Please complete
the registration form you received in the mail and select four
activities in order of preference. There are also copies in the
temple lobby.

Questions? Call Susan @ 917-509-3111
Make checks payable to: WRJ Riverdale Temple
Write “mah jongg” on the memo line and on the return envelope.
Name(s) ___________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
E-mail _______________________phone # ________________
___ I will bring a set (no vintage or solid black sets)
___ I will be east and keep score
I am registering for ____ tournament ______ social play
Registration forms must be received (by mail or fax) at
Riverdale Temple no later than
Friday, March 18, 2016.
You will be notified by e-mail or telephone of your placement
for Mitzvah Day 2016 and any other information you may
need (e.g., driving directions).
Riverdale Temple members, friends,
and neighbors are welcome to
participate!
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Bulletin Board
March Events

Nursery School: Tovah Klein Talk
WRJ Mah-Jongg Tournament, Social Play
Social Action Committee Meeting
KRMH Food & Hunger Project
Learner’s Service
Thinking about the Holocaust with Rabbi
Erev Purim Service and Purimspiel
Wine, Cheese & Karaoke
Nursery School Coffee Chats
WRJ Book Club

Coming Up in April

Mar. 2
Mar. 6
Mar. 6
Mar. 13
Mar. 18
Mar. 15, 22, 29
Mar. 23
Mar. 26
Mar. 29
Mar. 29

Mitzvah Day
WRJ Women’s Seder
Martin Hoffman Luncheon
KRMH Food & Hunger Project
YIVO Lecture Series
Second Night Seder

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for
updates.

Membership Committee

Congratulations!

Meetings are scheduled for the first Thursday of each month at
7:30 p.m. The remaining dates are Mar. 3, Apr. 7, May 5, and
June 2.

Maya Katz and Linda and Craig Katz and Lev
Katz for Maya’s bat mitzvah celebration
Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin for the
birth of grandson William Brody Franklin
Helen and Tom Krim for the birth of grandson
Henry Robert Newman

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
March 14. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).
Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

April 3
April 13
April 16
April 17
April 17
April 23

Rabbi
Cantor
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

Riverdale Temple House Committee

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-3147820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.
If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

services

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural, and
social needs and activities of our congregation. We are concerned
about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance and maximizing
the functionality of our facilities. The committee works closely
with the maintenance staff to ensure that the facilities are well
managed and meet the needs of our community efficiently and
economically. The committee benefits from members with varied
experience in facilities management, engineering, construction,
and related fields. If you wish to join the committee, please
contact Helen Krim at helen.krim@gmail.com.
at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Nursery School News
We just had a wonderful Pajama Day at
Riverdale Temple Nursery School. We all wore
our pajamas, teachers and director included,
sang lots of going-to-sleep songs, read Good
Night Moon by Margaret Wise Brown, and had
an all-school picnic where we ate muffins and
Cheerios. A great time was had by all!

Riverdale Temple Nursery School is an amazing community of
children and families.
Upcoming Events
March 2, Wednesday—Tovah Klein, director of Barnard College
Toddler Center, will be speaking at 7:00 p.m. in the Ballroom.
Admission is $15, which includes a signed copy of Tovah’s
book and refreshments. Please come and bring a friend. RSVP
at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We would love to have many
speakers in the future for our wonderful community.
March 9, Wednesday—Crazy Hat Day: Children will wear their
craziest of hats. And we will read, sing, and eat in the Social Hall.

March 13, Sunday—Purim Carnival: There will be lots of bouncy
castles and crafts for all. It will be from noon to 4:00 p.m.
March 24, Thursday—Musical Performance: Members of the
Manhattan School of Music will be visiting our school at 10:00
a.m. and performing a musical theater production with costumes
and music. A magical morning for all! We have Rebecca
Charnow, mother of Isaiah, to thank for this extraordinary event!

March 29, Tuesday, 9:00–10:30 a.m.: Coffee Chats with Emily
Shapiro, marriage and family counselor. Refreshments will be served.
This will be a time for parents to share parenting ideas. It is open to

parents, grandparents, caretakers, nannies, and parents-to-be. The
topic will be “Parenting Tools beyond Time Outs and Sticker Charts.”
Tours
Tours have begun for the 2016–2017 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at 718796-0335 or e-mail at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We have been
getting applications for next year, and we do have limited space.
Senior Buddies
We would love to have senior members of the temple read
to children in our school. It is always wonderful to have an
intergenerational community. If you would like to read to our
children, please contact Linda Herman at 718-796-0335 or at
nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com
Quote about play… “When we treat children’s play as seriously
as it deserves, we are helping them to feel the joy that’s to be
found in the creative spirit.” —Fred Rogers
—Linda Herman, Director

Riverdale Temple Nursery School
Presents:
TOVAH P. KLEIN
MARCH 2, 2016
7:00 p.m. in the Ballroom
Tovah P. Klein, Ph.D. and director of
the Barnard College Center for Toddler
Development, will discuss her new book, How
Toddlers Thrive. Admission: $15

Tot Shabbat Services

Tot Shabbat services usually take place every first and third Friday
of the month, from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. These special services are led
by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing
and guitar playing. They are family friendly and appropriate for
all ages, especially children five years old and under.
For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible
accommodation for food allergies and kashrut observance
(all dishes will be labeled), but if you have specific
concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at
michelleroos@gmail.com. The remaining dinners are April
15, May 20, and June 17.

Religious and Hebrew School
It is hard to believe that religious school is more than half over!
With Purim and Passover coming up, we have few regular classes
left. We added Ron Reitman as a teacher for Hebrew School
on Tuesdays, and he has been very helpful. Our first attempt at
a Confirmation class was snowed out, but we held the class on
another day. Not too many kids were there, but we hope to build
this up as time goes by. If you are reading this blurb, someone
must have already tried to sell you Passover candy. If not, and you
want some, contact any student.
Please support our school by coming to our upcoming b’nei
mitzvah celebrations.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

Bat Mitzvah Celebration

Maya Katz celebrated her bat mitzvah on January 30, 2016,
along with her parents, Linda and Craig, and younger brother
Lev. In addition to her preparations for the Torah parashat from
Yitro and her Haftarah portion from
Isaiah, Maya took on a bat mitzvah
service project. She asked guests
and congregants to donate colored
pencils and drawing paper for her and
her father to bring to an orphanage
in Haiti in February in order to help
the kids there have fun and express
themselves. Maya is currently in the
seventh grade at Riverdale Country
School, plays tenor saxophone, loves
sushi and travel, and is thinking
about being a diplomat one day. She
will be staying on in the b’nei mitzvah preparation class as an
assistant to Cantor Sharett-Singer.

New—Learner’s Service

What do we do in a Friday evening service and why? Everything
you ever wanted to know about a Shabbat service. If you are a
regular, learn something new. If you don’t come to synagogue often
because you are not sure what to do, this is the service for you!
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Bat/Bar Mitzvah Celebrations in March
March 5
Anya and Ben Zakharov, children of Vladimir and Eugenia
Zakharov, are seventh graders. Anya is a student at Riverdale/
Kingsbridge
Academy; in her
spare time, she
loves to perform
with Riverdale
Rising
Stars
and show off
her gymnastics
skills. Ben is a
student at New
Explorations
into
Science,
Technology and
Math; he fills
his free moments with playing drums and volleyball. Anya and
Ben will tell you that they have so little in common that one
might think they are not even related, except that they both
love barreling down snowy mountains, they are both passionate

about fencing, they both have a great sense of humor, they both
make delicious cookies, and sometimes they spontaneously
burst into song in unison!
March 12
Mia Lerin, daughter of Kim Glickman and Kitty Lerin, is in
the seventh grade at the Professional Performing Arts School
(PPAS) in Manhattan. Mia developed
a passion for singing, acting, and
dancing years ago and continues to
pursue these activities in her daily life.
She also has a long-standing interest
in reading and writing, particularly
modern plays and young adult fiction.
Mia loves old movies, especially those
made between 1920 and 1960. When
not pursuing her interests, Mia enjoys
spending time with her friends and
family.

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
As the days grow longer, it is a reminder that WRJ is in the
process of planning its spring events: the Women’s Seder on
April 13, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. (details to come), and the WRJled Sabbath service and extended Kiddush on May 21.
As we have done for almost 20 years, WRJ will host its annual
Women’s Seder, which is enthusiastically led by all those
participating. Although the Exodus story is familiar—from the
point of view of the men who are the main “cast of characters”—
we highlight the role that women played in the exodus from
Egypt. We will read about the midwives Shifra and Puah, who
defied Pharaoh’s orders to kill all the newborn Israelite boys
they delivered, and Miriam, Moses’ sister, who oversaw his
adoption by Pharaoh’s daughter and arranged for Moses’ mother
Yocheved to be his nursemaid. Our table will be set with the
traditional Seder plate, Elijah’s cup, and matzoh. But in addition,
you will also find an orange on the Seder plate and Miriam’s
cup. We will read about the four daughters and contemplate
the current plagues afflicting women and girls throughout the
world. Our cantor will lead us in song and prayers, reinterpreting
familiar rituals and symbols. Look for a flyer with information
on making your Women’s Seder reservation.
Have you participated in one of Rabbi Gardner’s “Learner’s”
services, Lunch & Learn sessions, or received your Hebrew
name? Have you joined Cantor Sharett-Singer’s Hebrew class?
Perhaps this is the year you have attended more Friday night/
Saturday morning services. If so, you are ready for our annual

WRJ-led Sabbath service! Here is your chance to participate
fully in the service on May 21 and apply what you have
learned this year. There will be opportunities to read, pray, or
sing in Hebrew or English and to support our Torah readers. A
celebratory extended Kiddush will follow “our” service.
Details on participating will follow shortly.
WRJ thanks all its members who continue to host and sponsor
the onegs after Friday night services. Whether to commemorate
a yahrzeit, share a simcha, or other special occasion, the oneg
provides another opportunity to meet your fellow congregants and
be part of the Riverdale Temple family. Please call Irene Brenner
(WRJ Oneg coordinator) at 718-548-6558 to reserve a date.
Please plan to attend the WRJ meetings the first Tuesday of each
month. Your voice and presence are most welcome.
SAVE THE DATES
Sunday, March 6: 2nd Annual Mah-Jongg Tournament, Social
Play
Tuesday, March 29: Book Club: On All Other Nights by Dara
Horn
Wednesday, April 13: Women’s Seder
Saturday, May 21: WRJ-Led Sabbath Service

—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

Extended Kiddush
We have an extended kiddush each week, following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides bagels and cream cheese.
People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the kiddush. You might want to honor a birthday, an anniversary,
commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show off your culinary talent (or shopping ability). You could also make a donation to the Extended
Kiddush Fund. Call the office to let us know if you will be contributing to the Kiddush so we can plan properly.
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Men’s Club
“So how’s that working for you?” This phrase, popularized by the
television therapist Dr. Phil, has been used to bring into question a
continued activity that is either harmful to an individual or a behavioral
trait that inhibits or adversely affects an individual’s quality of life. Dr.
Phil uses this technique to help his patients/guests identify a problem,
so they are then able to begin to address it successfully.
I have been thinking about this and how it relates to Jewish life. What I
mean by this is: does simply identifying oneself as being Jewish work
for me, or is it active participation in Jewish life that makes my being
Jewish really “work for me?” While I cannot remember a time in my
life when I didn’t consider myself proud to be Jewish, there was a time
in my life when being a Jew was basically a fact of birth. I have since
learned that being Jewish requires discipline, diligence, consistency of
behavior, and careful planning.
For me, being a Jew means celebrating Shabbat, studying Torah,
and living a life that includes performing service for others. I
mention this because for many years I did not observe Shabbat and
I did not appreciate the significance and relevance of the Torah to

my daily life. It wasn’t until I was required to attend five Shabbat
services with my stepson, when he was preparing for his bar
mitzvah, that I experienced an epiphany. That is when I became
inspired to learn more about who I was and what I could learn from
gaining a better understanding of my spiritual DNA.
That was many years ago. Since that time I have been able to make
the adjustments in my schedule to allow me greater participation in
synagogue community life, more time to study Torah, and certainly
more appreciation of the “gift” I was given to be a Jew.
This is not a solicitation; instead, it is simply a desire I have to
share a moment with you and to suggest that you too might find
a greater sense of your spiritual being through your increased
participation in your Riverdale Temple community.
Men’s Club meetings are now scheduled after the Kiddush on the
second Shabbat of each month.
B’Shalom,

—Steven Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
Mitzvah Day 2016 is on April 3, 2016, but we need you to please
return the registration form no later than MARCH 18, 2016,
to prepare ahead. You have received the blue form in the mail
(registration information is included in the bulletin on p. 4), and
there are extras in the lobby.
Please plan to give of your time for a few hours to make Riverdale
Temple’s Mitzvah Day a success once again. Plan to join with
children and adults to make bagged lunches for the homeless at
Part of the Solution (POTS), grooming kits for the homeless and
those critically ill for Midnight Run and the Zicklin Hospice at
Atria; and simple potted plants in a cup for residents at the Zicklin
Hospice and at Schervier Nursing Home. Please donate gently
used clothing—all seasons—for men, women, boys, and girls
for Big Brothers/Big Sisters. (You can fill out a form to receive a
receipt for your donations. Try to group and bag, separately.)
We have worked with Schervier Nursing Home to improve the
volunteer experience for this year.
Of course, we would be grateful for donations to help defray costs
for Mitzvah Day, but your actual participation is much needed. We

thank you in advance for your help and hope that the Mitzvah Day
experience will be positive for you and your family and friends.
Donations for Mitzvah Day: Please bring smooth peanut butter
and grape jelly and give to Mr. Osorio for Mitzvah Day to keep
separate from our ongoing KRMH grocery collection. Please
contact Howie Malatzky at howieandsusan@gmail.com to donate
small, travel-sized soaps, lotions, shampoo, combs, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, etc., for grooming kits.
KRMH Food & Hunger Project, Inc.: We have been experiencing
severe cold recently. Please continue to donate healthy cereals,
soups, protein, rice, pasta, canned tomatoes, fruit, etc. Next
delivery dates are March 13 and April 17.
BJCC Passover Delivery Program: The Bronx Jewish
Community Council is looking for volunteers to bring Passover
Packages to homebound seniors on April 10, 2016, from 9:00 to
11:30 a.m. You can contact Niti Minkove to register: nminkove@
bjcconline.org.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat—An Opportunity to Share!

Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with our
congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner.

Wine, Cheese & Karaoke Saturday, March 26, 7:00–10:30 p.m.
Byob. The temple will provide snacks: still only $10 per person.
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Adult Education
Study with the Rabbi: We are pleased to
announce Rabbi Gardner’s new class,
Thinking about the Holocaust. Join Rabbi
Gardner on Tuesday evenings between
6:00 and 7:00 p.m. The class will meet in
the conference room on the first floor. The
course begins on March 15. No registration
is necessary. Depending on the number of
attendees, we can always transfer the class to the ballroom.
The book for the course, Problems in European Civilization,
is by Donald Viewyk. It is a comprehensive compilation of
essays about the Holocaust, divided into relevant sections and
categories. A reviewer commenting about this book called it,
“A great read that can easily be re-read over and over!” It can
be purchased as “used” on Amazon.com for no more than $10,
and often for less, plus shipping.
Lunch and Learn: This course on the Talmud continues every
Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.

Weekly study sessions at Shabbat services continue to
challenge us with questions emerging out of the reading of the
parashah of the week.

YIVO Kulture Series—I will be meeting with the YIVO to
determine the topic for the April program at Riverdale Temple.
Please save the date to attend on Sunday, April 17, at 2:00
p.m.
RSS Feeds: The Riverdale Temple website is currently
being updated, so you will see blank spaces that are under
development. I want to point out why we have placed a title
called RSS feeds on the home page (look for a box that says
“RSS feeds” on the left side of the page).

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

When you click on that box, you will see many titles of
publications. These are streamed live to our site using a
mechanism called RSS. Note how Wikipedia describes what
an RSS feed is:
RSS (Rich Site Summary; originally RDF Site Summary;
often called Really Simple Syndication) uses a family of
standard web feed formats to publish frequently updated
information . . . Subscribing to a website RSS removes the need
for the user to manually check the website for new content.
Instead, their browser constantly monitors the site and informs
the user of any updates. The browser can also be commanded to
automatically download the new data for the user.
Click on any name you see, for example, Jewish Week or the
Israeli newspaper Haaretz, and it will present you with the
current issue of the publication and you can read it every week
on your computer.

—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education
--------

The year of Jewish Torah readings is sprinkled with special
shabbatot, and Saturday, March 19, is one if them: Shabbat
Zachor. On this Shabbat before Purim, in addition to the regular
Torah reading of Vayikra, we read the Torah portion that tells of
Amalek (Deuteronomy 25:17–19). The primary lesson of Shabbat
Zachor is that true reconciliation comes through remembrance
and repentance. Vayikra continues the instructions for the priestly
garments and the consecration of the priests and the Tent of
Meeting. The Chavurah will meet following the communal
Kiddush. All are welcome to join in.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

	
  
2016 Purimspiel Rehearsal Schedule (March)
March 6, March 13

	
  

SAVE	
  THE	
  DATE!	
  

Join	
  us	
  for	
  Riverdale	
  Temple’s	
  	
  

Second	
  Night	
  Passover	
  Seder	
  
Led	
  by	
  Rabbi	
  Thomas	
  Gardner	
  

Saturday,	
  April	
  23,	
  at	
  6:00	
  p.m.	
  

March 20—Dress Rehearsal
Rehearsals are held at 12:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Erev Purim is Wednesday, March 23, 2016.

The Purim service and Purimspiel will begin at 6:00 p.m.

Reservation	
  forms	
  coming	
  soon!	
  

Babysitting Service

The temple now offers babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery School teachers) during Shabbat morning, so that parents may attend the service,
but babysitting will be provided only if there is enough interest. Please call the office or send an e-mail to rivtemple@aol.com (put babysitting in subject
line) and let us know if you will avail yourself of this service.

9 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Shelley Ast

My aliyah on parashat Shemot
Rabbi Gardner’s installation
Cantor Sharett-Singer’s installation

Joseph and Dorothy Kay

Abraham Yarlow, beloved father of
Dorothy Kay

Ephraim Bosgang

Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support
of the Riverdale community

Linda K. Kleinman

Jerome Kern, beloved father

Sandra Lerner

Joseph Herman, beloved father

Marcia Federman

Rabbi Gardner for the Milstein visit

Ruth A. Loebmann

Rabbi Thomas Gardner

Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin
for the birth of their grandson
William Brody Franklin

Irma Loebmann, cherished motherin-law

Renee and Tom Renner

Simon Lersy, beloved father of
Renee Renner

Riverdale Temple Religious School
Riva Goldstein

Women of Reform Judaism

Fred Haber

Riverdale Temple

Ruth A. Loebmann

Rabbi Gardner for his thoughtfulness

Yvette Marrin

Linda Herman, director of the
Nursery School, for her deep
devotion

Lori and Steve Rosenfeld Rabbi Gardner’s installation
Cantor Sharett-Singer’s installation
Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

Rabbi Stephen and Karen Franklin
for the birth of their grandson William
Brody Franklin

Donor

In Memory

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Jean Mills, beloved father of Susan
Birnbaum
Theresa Russo, beloved wife of 		
Michael Friedman

Michael Carlson

Felix Carlson, beloved father

Annette Drexler

David Drexler, beloved husband

Sylvia Gottlieb and Jeffrey Bruce Silverman, cherished friend
Dinowitz
Audrey Hoffman

Morris Hoffman, beloved father

Craig Katz

Isabelle Funtleyder, beloved
grandmother

Judy and Mario Rosenthal Leo Breier, beloved father of Judy
Rosenthal
Martin Schneider

Frieda Schneider, beloved mother

Robin Segal

Burt Jaeger, beloved father of Robin
Segal

Jill and Jack Shaifer

Helen C. Barkin, beloved aunt of Jill
Shaifer
Rose C. Harren, beloved mother of
Jill Shaifer

Deborah Simmons

Hyman Siminowitz, beloved
grandfather
Robert Simmons, beloved husband

Renee Spath

John J. Spath Sr., beloved father-inlaw
Richard D. Spath, beloved husband

Sherrill Spatz and
Rob Katz

Theresa Russo, beloved wife of
Michael Friedman

Lyn Stevens

Jerry Spitz, beloved family member
of Lyn Stevens

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Daniel Robert Platzner, beloved
brother-in-law

Mae Zuckerman

Abe Horowitz and Susan Popick,
beloved father and daughter

Kol Nidre Appeal

Thank you for your Kol Nidre pledges. To those of you who haven’t responded yet, please do your part to be part of the whole!
We would love to have 100 percent participation! No donation is too small!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in a future issue of the bulletin.
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Condolences
To

On the loss of

Michael Friedman and Murray Friedman

Theresa Russo Friedman, beloved wife and
stepmother, longtime member

Rita Pochter Lowe, Josh and Russell Lowe

Helen Snyder Lowe, beloved mother-in-law, beloved
grandmother

The Departed Whom We Now Remember
March Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
6
6
6
7

Irving Epstein
Irma N. Fondiller
Benjamin H. Patek
Sylvia Wessler
Nathan Yohalem
Bess R. Young
George Dilloff
Lillian Jaffe
Rose Kaminer
Harry Marsh
Samuel Wexler
Ida Yarlow
Sigmund Zwickel
Louis Feren
Irving Margel
Dorothy Newman
Irving Seelig
Harvey Somers
Joan Ast
Rose Bernstein
Fred W. Friendly
Naomi Gell
Mollie Marsh
Marti Roskind
Sonia Zayde
George Harren
Don Ostro
Rose Shaifer
Tillie Angstreich

7
7
7
8
8
8
8
8
9
10
11
12
12
13
13
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
16
17
17
18
18
19

Benjamin Kaminer
Stanley Madow
Etta M. Shekter
Rudolph E. Brill
Stephen Gardner
Daniel Gross
Sadie Horowitz
Maxwell L. Rothman
Sadie Rosenthal
Helen Eisenberg
Julius Zuckerman
David Egel
Max Tager
George W. Cohn
Beatrice Morris
Melvin Boaz
Solomon Fried
Ariye Furman
Mildred Janow
Marilyn Freiman
Dr. Cyrus Gordon
Jack Heftel
Harry Tannenbaum
Janet Haupt
Alvin Fein
Philip Rabinowitz
Frank Goldschmidt
Sam Samuels
Albert Borok

19
19
19
20
21
21
21
22
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
26
28
28
28
28
28
29
29
30
31

Lillian Hirshowitz
Benjamin Kaswell
Irving Pepper
Selma Maier
Milton Hoffman
Louis J. Monat
Martha Schneeweiss
Isidore Rabinowitz
Jane Chazen
Matilda A. Feder
Ethel Fisher
Fannie E. Levy
Marcia Meltzer
Adam Baldinger
George Perlin
Morton J. Margolies
Elsa Drucker
Mildred K. Nachbar
Maria Grandy Schorr
Sarah Shapiro
Al Singer
Ann Lipton
Nathan Spitzer
Adolf Abrahamson
Max Siegel

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling, you
good search by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in “Riverdale
Temple.com.” Thank you in advance for your participation.
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