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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see p. 6)
Fridays
Mar. 7 5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m. Family Shabbat with Junior
Choir, followed by potluck dinner
Mar. 14 5:45 p.m. Adult Volunteer Choir Rehearsal
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Mar. 21 5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Mar. 28 6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Professional Choir
Saturdays
Mar. 1 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Mar. 8 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service;
Matthew Lee Lazarus Bar Mitzvah;
Chavurah following service
Mar. 15 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Mar. 22 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service;
Jonah Fried Bar Mitzvah
Mar. 29 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
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The Rabbi’s Column
Uh oh! I love my Sodastream!
I’ve had one of those Sodastream seltzer machines for about 10
years—I think I bought it right when they started marketing it in
the United States. And yes, part of the reason I bought it was that I
liked the idea of supporting an innovative Israeli company. I did not
know that the factory was located in the West Bank. But it’s been a
part of my culinary life too long for me to part with it now. In fact,
I am chagrined to admit that I bought my sister and brother-in-law
one this year—just weeks before the Scarlett Johansson flap. I didn’t
realize the factory was in the West Bank until then.
But I’ll say it very clearly—I’m glad I bought it. And I’m glad Scarlett
Johansson stuck with “us” instead of Oxfam. And this is coming
from someone who prides herself on being liberal, who avoids the
West Bank when she visits Israel, and who would like nothing more
than to see a peaceful and secure resolution to the Israeli–Palestinian
conflict even if it means that some of my favorite spots in Israel will
once again be difficult, if not impossible, to get to.
I remember riding down the Red Sea coast of the Sinai Desert
when it was Israel, while I was in rabbinical school, which means
sometime between the fall of 1975 and the spring of 1976. We
explored the Sinai confidently, climbing the peak that was identified
as Mt. Sinai (after having slept at the base of it, outside Santa Katarina
Monastery, on the ground, no tents, nothing, in the middle of the
desert). I remember swimming off Dahab, wearing a pair of swim
goggles, no fancy mask or anything, and being so overwhelmed by
the beauty of the coral reef that I could hardly breathe. That was, in
fact, the beginning of my love affair with scuba diving. I had never
seen anything like it, and now I cannot see enough of it! We drove all
the way down to Sharm-el-Sheikh, and then I remember being able
to see sharks quite clearly, swimming in swarms through the Straits
of Tiran as we stood on the high vantage point of Ras Muhammed.
Then I remember, about 20 years later, traveling to Nuweiba, on
that same Red Sea coast, on a bus with 40 other reform rabbis, so
that we could take an overnight ferry to Aqaba. Yes, you can walk
to Aqaba from Eilat now. They are contiguous. You just have to
have patience while you navigate the red tape of both sides of the
customs authorities. Back then, one could not leave Israel for an
continued on p. 3
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16 Adar II 5774
Nursery School
4:00 pm Hebrew School
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4:00 pm Hebrew School
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15 Adar II 5774
Nursery School
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22 Adar II 5774
Nursery School
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9:30 am Religious School
10:30 am Men’s Club
Reading

28 Adar II 5774
9:30 am Religious School
2:00 pm YIVO Lecture
Series
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Nursery School
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14 Adar II 5774
Purim
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am KRMH Food
Pick-Up
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Nursery School
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:45 p.m. Purimspiel
rehearsal

8 Adar II 5774
Nursery School
7:30 pm
Membership
Committee
meeting

7 Adar II 5774
9:30 am Religious School
10:30 am Why Be Jewish?
with Rabbi Lewis
10:30 am Men’s Club
meeting
11:30 am Jr. Choir
rehearsal
Noon Purimspiel rehearsal
12:15 pm Movie & Pizza
9
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Nursery School
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Nursery School
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with Rabbi Lewis
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with Rabbi Lewis
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Trustees meeting
20

15

13 Adar II 5774
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10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
2:00 pm Purimspiel
Dress Rehearsal
5:00 pm Purimspiel
and Celebration
20 Adar II 5774
Shemini
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service
Jonah Fried Bar
Mitzvah celebration
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14

12 Adar II 5774
Nursery School
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of Adult Volunteer
Choir
6:15 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

7
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Vayikra
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service
Matthew Lee
Lazarus Bar Mitzvah
celebration
Chavurah following
service with potluck
lunch
8

29 Adar I 5774
Pekudei
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
1
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Nursery School
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Eve Service
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Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
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7:30 pm Executive
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Nursery School
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Shabbat with Jr.
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Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Lewis
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Nursery School
7:30 pm WRJ Book
Club
7:45 pm Purimspiel
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Nursery School
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm WRJ meeting
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Nursery School
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9:30 am Religious School
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rehearsal
Noon Purimspiel rehearsal
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Arab country and return through the same location. Nor
could one go back and forth between Jordan and Israel. You
could go one way, but not both. The peace treaty with Jordan
was brand new.
As we schlepped down to Nuweiba to catch the ferry, I
asked our tour guide, actually the owner of a fantastic tour
company in Israel called “Da’at,” how it felt to be in the Sinai
now that it was no longer Israel. He said something like, “It
wasn’t ours before, then it was, and now it’s not again, but we
have peace. I’d rather have peace if I have to make a choice.”
Now, about 20 years after that trip, I think about Israel
and her neighbors. You can still walk across the Jordanian
border and the Egyptian border, but the Egyptian border
isn’t recommended these days.
Certain Israeli Orthodox leaders are saying that Reform
Judaism isn’t really Judaism. Certain women are still
struggling to liberate the Western Wall from the Haredim.
Certain vice presidents are warning Israel about what the
public relations effect will be if she remains recalcitrant on the
settlements. And certain American academics are boycotting
any products made in the West Bank or in Israel—it’s not
always clear. Three cheers for Scarlett Johansson.
I am not a fan of the settlements. Never have been. I am
a fan of certain neighborhoods in Jerusalem that were once
Jordan. Heck, I’ve even lived in some of them. I am a fan
of Israel, the Israel I dream of, but also the Israel that exists
today, even though I hate some of the things that go on there.
But if I’m not ready to vote with my feet, I have to focus on
the things I do like. Lately we have begun to hear more and
more about the technological innovations that consistently
come out of Israel, even snowmaking for the Sochi Olympics.
How profoundly ironic can you get? Israel helping Russia

make snow! But it is also in every aspect of the digital world,
medicine, agriculture, and even yogurt, as I learned from Ari
Shavit’s book My Promised Land. I don’t think the greatest
threat to Israel is from its neighbors, notwithstanding the
possibility of a nuclear bomb in Iran. I think Israel’s greatest
threat is from herself, from a failure to nurture what makes
her great, and a willingness to turn a blind eye to the things
that make her not so great.
Yes, Israel hassles Palestinians when they try to get from
one place to another. Ever heard of stop and frisk? Yes, Israel
continues to build settlements where public opinion would
indicate that she should not. Have you ever heard of misuse
of eminent domain? Redlining? Yes, Israeli Palestinians do not
really enjoy the same benefits of citizenship Jewish Israelis do.
Have we overcome the effects of slavery in this country? Do
all minority citizens of the United States really enjoy the same
benefits of citizenship that white Anglo-Saxon Christians do?
I wish that Israel could live up to the standards and ideals
that created the state. I also wish that the United States could
live up to the standards and ideals that created it. And so,
surprising myself a bit, I have finally come down squarely
on the side of those who say that criticism of Israel, when
done in isolation and not in the context of criticizing all
nations who fail to respect human rights, justice, fairness,
etc., is outright, blatant anti-Semitism. There, I said it.
Now I think I’ll go make myself a bottle of seltzer.
—Rabbi Judith Lewis
A version of this article appeared in The Riverdale Press on
February 20. The present version has been edited for the
Bulletin.

The President’s Column
Why am I writing the president’s column? No, I am not
thinking of becoming the next president, but at a recent
Executive Committee meeting, Rachel suggested that it might
be a good idea to have other voices write this column, so here
I am, speaking as a member of several temple committees.
For the past three and a half years, I was the head of the
Membership Committee. Our goal was twofold. We tried
to reach out in various ways to spread the word that exciting
things are happening at Riverdale Temple and that we are
a welcoming, caring community. Our second goal was to
enrich the activities of the temple to focus on helping our
members—adults, children, and teens—to form strong
friendships and find deeper meaning in Jewish life. We
are proud that our multigenerational community is lively
and diverse, with backgrounds ranging from traditionally
religious to secular. We are made up of newcomers and longtime members; adults and children; individuals, couples,
and families; gay and straight; interfaith and multiracial;
Jews by birth and Jews by choice; non-Jewish partners and
spouses. Our goal is to foster an atmosphere in which all of
the members feel that they are part of our family.
To spread the word about Riverdale Temple, we had booths

at several Riverdale street fairs and farmers’ markets in which
we talked about our temple while tying helium-filled balloons
that said Riverdale Temple on the wrists of the children. We
were the only temple in Riverdale to receive a grant from
UJA-Federation/COJECO to encourage Russian Jews to
join our community. We suggested giving complimentary
memberships to families of our Nursery School.
To enrich our activities we initiated many new ideas and
reactivated others. Some of these include serving apples
and honey to the children following the Children’s Service
on Rosh Hashanah, walking to the water for Tashlich on
the High Holy Days, having a community lighting of our
menorahs in the sanctuary on Chanukah, reintroducing
birthday blessings for our members each month, hosting a
special Shabbat honoring new members, running a Mommy
and Me program, enjoying a Cookie Swap, launching
our grant with a Russian-themed Kabbalat Shabbat, and
announcing the new members whom we welcome to our
family in the temple Bulletin.
This year we decided to focus our efforts on helping our
members with children feel that they are an important part of
our family. We have initiated the “Why Be Jewish?” series of
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discussions for current or potential religious school parents.
This is held one Sunday morning a month during which the
rabbi leads a provocative exploration of Jewish identity in
our time and place. Also, for members with young children
who have been snowbound this winter, we are having a
Sunday Funday on March 9, during which the children will
watch a movie while the parents have an opportunity to
socialize and relax together. (For more information on these
programs, see the website.)

However, our efforts to reach out and get new members can
only go so far. I feel that the most effective way to grow our family
is through word of mouth. It is up to YOU to tell your friends
about the exciting and inspiring things that are happening at
our temple. Tell them what a wonderful rabbi we have, and that
we strive to make everyone part of our family. Invite them to
come to a service or a program. Let them experience our Open
Hearts, Open Minds. Encourage them to join our family.
—Judith Buder Zucker

PURIM FUN at RIVERDALE TEMPLE
Bring the whole family to our
ANNUAL PURIMSPIEL on

Saturday, March 15, at 5:00 p.m.
THEN, continue the celebration with DELI TREATS catered by Liebman’s—
KARAOKE! MASQUERADE PARADE! DANCING! PASSOVER WINE-TASTING!
Please use the form below to make your party reservation. RSVP by March 6, 2014.
Name____________________________________e-mail_______________________
Telephone # (home)_________________________(cell)_________________________
# of adults @ $18.00 each _____ # of children (12 and under) @ $5.00 each Total $_________
You may pay by check___ payable to WRJ (enter “Purim 2014” in the memo line) and mail to Riverdale Temple,
4545 Independence Avenue, Riverdale, NY 10471
or online at www.riverdaletemple.org (enter “Purim 2014” in the memo line).

For further information, please call the temple at 718-548-3800.
Purimspiel Rehearsal Schedule
Sun.
Mar. 2
noon
Wed.

Mar. 5

7:45 p.m.

Sun.

Mar. 9

noon

Tues.

Mar. 11

7:45 p.m.

Sat.

Mar. 15

2:00 p.m. Dress Rehearsal

Sat.

Mar. 15

5:00 p.m. PURIMSPIEL!

An Opportunity to Share!
Perhaps you want
to honor a birthday,
an anniversary,
commemorate a
Yahrzeit, or share
Shabbat with our
congregation!

Learn to Skate at
Van Cortlandt Park Ice Rink

Skating School
Just for You!

The following dates are available for sponsoring an
oneg after a Friday night Service:
March 14, 21, 28; April 18, 25;
May 16, 23, 30; June 13, 27
Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a
message for Irene Brenner.

5900 Broadway,
Bronx, NY 10471

4 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

All levels, ages four and up,
every Sunday, 10:00 am–10:30 am,
11/17/13 to 3/9/14
Contact Cheryl Hunt,
chunt@vcpicerink.com for details

Bulletin Board
March Events

WRJ Meeting
WRJ Book Club
Chavurah
Men’s Club
Movie & Pizza
Purimspiel and Purim Fun

Men’s Club Reading
YIVO Talk

March 4
March 5
March 8
March 9
March 9
March 15

March 23
March 30

Coming Up in April

Women’s Seder
Mitzvah Day
Second Night Seder

Rabbi Lewis would greatly appreciate hearing from members
of the congregation who may be facing health issues or other
emotional stresses and might welcome a pastoral visit or phone
conversation. Please call her at 718-548-3800, ext. 4, if there is
any way in which she can provide assistance.

April 1
April 6
April 15

Copy for the next issue of The Bulletin is due
by March 15. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in subject
line).

Visit our new and improved website at
www.riverdaletemple.org
Join Us on Facebook!

Caring Committee
When you become aware of a member’s illness or accident,
or a fellow congregant’s passing, PLEASE call the office or
e-mail rivtemple@aol.com promptly with details, including
the person’s relationship to you or others. This will enable
the Caring Committee to take action accordingly.

Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)

Rabbi

4

Director of Education

4

Cantorial Intern

5

Temple Office

Emergencies

7

0 or 1

Bookkeeper

2

General Information

8

Nursery School

3

Other

9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors
If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka Meed
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more information
and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to www.ushmm.
org/remembrance/registry. Send the completed form to Registry of
Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel:
202-488-6130; fax: 202-314-7820; e-mail: registry@ushmm.org.

Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Also support Riverdale Temple by buying a mug for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural, and
social needs and activities of our congregation. We are concerned
about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance and maximizing
the functionality of our facilities. The committee works closely
with the maintenance staff to ensure that the facilities are well
managed and meet the needs of our community efficiently and
economically. The committee benefits from members with varied
experience in facilities management, engineering, construction,
and related fields. If you are willing to join the committee, please
contact Helen Krim at helen.krim@gmail.com.

If you need transportation to and from services at the temple, please call the office at
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.
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Friday Evening and Saturday Morning Services
The first Friday night service, which begins at 6:15 p.m., is called Family Shabbat, aims to be a lively service
filled with songs and stories, and is directed primarily at families with young children. As in the past, it will
feature our Junior Choir and will be followed by a potluck dinner. Our other Friday night services also begin
at 6:15 p.m. with a Kabbalat Shabbat, in which the special series of Psalms that usher in Shabbat will be sung,
followed at 6:30 p.m. by the formal evening service.
Saturday, March 1

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, March 7

5:30 p.m.

Tot Shabbat

		

6:15 p.m.

Family Shabbat with Junior Choir, followed by potluck dinner

Saturday, March 8

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service; Matthew Lee Lazarus Bar Mitzvah; Chavurah following service

Friday, March 14

5:45 p.m.

Rehearsal of the Adult Volunteer Choir

		

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Eve Service

Saturday, March 15

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service

Friday, March 21

5:30 p.m.

Tot Shabbat

		

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Eve Service

Saturday, March 22

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service; Jonah Fried Bar Mitzvah

Friday, March 28

6:15 p.m.

Shabbat Eve Service with Professional Choir

Saturday, March 29

10:30 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service

Do you have something you’d like to discuss with Rabbi Lewis but do not have the time to come in and meet with her
personally? Send her a message through our website at http://riverdaletemple.org/community-rd/conversation-withrabbi-lewis. While you are there, stop by our “virtual water cooler” too or take a look at some great pictures!

Save the Date: Student Sponsorship Breakfast Sunday, May 18
ANNUAL PURIMSPIEL Sat., March 15, 5:00 p.m.
followed by celebration

MITZVAH DAY Sun., April 6, 2014

Nursery School News
Despite the snow and cold weather, there is plenty of
warmth emanating from the happy children at Riverdale
Temple Nursery School. We all created custom mittens
using our handprints. They are displayed in the hallway
as part of a beautiful mural, which proudly states, “We are
s’MITTEN with RTNS!” (see photo by Sindy Cutler, right,
who teaches our 2s and 4s). The children are getting excited
for our Purim celebration this month.
Registration for the 2014–2015 school year is now taking
place. Please call Laurie Steinmetz, our executive director, to
set up an appointment to tour our school and to receive an
application.

Sunday Family Fun Afternoon, March 9, at 12:15 p.m. Riverdale Temple families are invited to
attend an afternoon of socializing and fun. A movie for elementary school–age children will be
shown in the social hall, while adults can gather to meet and schmooze nearby. Pizza and soft
beverages will be served—there is a $5.00 cover charge for all in attendance (children under
two are admitted free). Adults are welcome to BYOB and are encouraged to bring treats for the
dessert table. Please note: All children must have an adult in the building in order to attend
this program.
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Religious and Hebrew School
We have religious school and Hebrew school every
Sunday and Tuesday this month! That gives us a rare chance
to build continuity and explore subjects with great depth
and focus. Parents are always welcome to stop by and look
in on their children’s classes. I observe each class regularly,
and they sure look like they are having more fun than I did
when I was in their place! You should hear the enthusiasm
with which Michelle’s (K–1) and Zoe’s (2–3) classes try to
outdo each other in the “Aleph-Bet” song.

Calendar
March
2 Religious School
4 Hebrew School
9 Religious School
11 Hebrew School
16 Religious School—Purim
18 Hebrew School

March 16, the actual day of Purim, will be a special
celebration for the whole school. Our 7th graders are
preparing their own little Purimspiel for us, and then we will
have games and fun in the social hall. Students are encouraged
to come in costume. There will be costume judging, games of
skill, games of chance, and lots of prizes for everyone.
We are also tentatively planning another discussion for
parents on March 9. Please watch for an e-mail with more
details.

25 Hebrew School

27 Religious School

30 Religious School

29 Hebrew School

April

Hebrew School

4

Religious School

6

Religious School

6

Hebrew School (Yom Ha’atzmaut)

8

Hebrew School

11 Religious School

13 No School—Passover Break
15 No School—Passover Break
20 No School—Passover Break

23 Religious School

May

1

22 No School—Passover Break

13 Hebrew School (Last Day of Hebrew
School)
18 Religious School—Student Sponsorship
Breakfast

Steve Altarescu, our former rabbinic intern and a super teacher, is our new youth group leader. All post–b’nai
mitzvah high school students are eligible. The group meets on Saturday afternoons. Please e-mail Rabbi Lewis at
rabbijudithslewis@gmail.com if you’d like to get involved.

Bar Mitzvah Celebrations
March 8

March 22

Matthew Lee Lazarus attends
Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy.
His favorite sports are basketball
and tennis. He loves fishing and
playing video games.

Jonah Fried is a seventh
grader at Kinneret Day
School. He loves reading,
especially about history and
archaeology.

Matthew is dedicating his Bar
Mitzvah to his mother, Marilyn.
He would like to thank his twin
sister, Claire, his father, Todd, and
his grandparents, Mortimer and
Elaine Lazarus and Harry and Ida Schultz, for all their
love and support.

Jonah also enjoys hiking,
camping,
and
various
computer games.

Adult Education
YIVO Jewish Culture Series Sunday, March 30, at 2:00
p.m., in the Sanctuary
Glenn Dynner, professor of Judaic studies at Sarah
Lawrence College, in his talk about how Jewish women in
Eastern Europe confronted modernity, will draw on the rich
collection of memoirs and petitions that are housed in the
YIVO Archives. These are windows into women’s struggles
and secret anxieties. We will get a direct perspective about
their encounter with contemporary challenges from the
women themselves.

A cheder for girls, Łaskarzew, Poland, 1920s. Photograph by Alter
Kacyzme. (Forward Association/YIVO)
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Study with the Rabbi
A spring course taught most likely on Thursday from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. will be announced in the April bulletin.
Lunch and Learn continues on Thursdays from noon to
1:00 p.m. in the social hall. The class is examining the Jewish
Annotated New Testament edited by Amy-Jill Levine and
Marc Z. Bettler.

Why Be Jewish?
This monthly forum for parents of school-age children
meets in the ballroom and is led by Rabbi Lewis. The date
this month is March 9 at 10:30 a.m. It is open to all, even if
you have not previously attended the meeting.
—Yvette Marrin Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee

Social Action
MITZVAH DAY REGISTRATION: Please watch your mail to
receive the mailing of the Registration Form for Mitzvah Day.
Since April 6 is a busy day, with both Mitzvah Day and the
Religious School’s Model Seder, we need additional adult
help from members, neighbors, and friends. There is one
activity in the morning that is outside the temple: delivering
Passover packages for the Bronx Jewish Community Council.
There is also a choice of making bagged lunches for POTS,
helping with the clothing drive for Big Brothers/Big Sisters,
or making grooming kits for the homeless of the Midnight
Run and residents at the Atria Hospice. In the afternoon,
there is a service option to help out at the Schervier Home or
bring items to and visit at the Atria Hospice.
We Need Your Responses by March 21, 2014. Please Donate
Your Time to Help!
DONATIONS NEEDED: Please make monetary donations

to help fund Mitzvah Day activities. You can also bring smooth
peanut butter and grape jelly for Mitzvah Day and give them
to Mr. Osorio to store in the refrigerator, starting in March.
We also would like donations of travel-size grooming items
that you can place in the box outside the sanctuary.
For the clothing drive, please start to get your bags of
donations ready to bring in starting April 1 or on April 6.
KRMH FOOD & HUNGER PROJECT: March 16 will be
our delivery day for Riverdale Temple’s donations. You
can leave your donations in wicker baskets when outside
the sanctuary or see Mr. Osorio to secure your donations
of healthful soups, cereals, fruit, vegetables, canned fish,
stew, etc. During this severe winter, we need your help in
donating groceries for the hungry in our community.
Many thanks!
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Save the Date
Women’s Seder, Tuesday April 1,
7:00–9:00 p.m.
Purim Gifts for You and Your Riverdale Temple Friends
After he saved the Persian Jewish community from destruction, Mordechai wrote to the Jews
directing them to observe and make Purim “days…of sending portions one to another.” Therefore,
it is customary to send gifts of baked goods and wine to our friends and relatives at this festive
time of year. This gift-giving tradition is called Mishloach Manot in Hebrew and Shalach Mones in
Yiddish.
The WRJ of Riverdale Temple is making it possible for our temple membership to partake of this
wonderful custom and at the same time help raise funds for our temple. If you decide to participate, we will deliver a
lovely package of wine, hamantaschen, confections, and baked goods on your behalf, to your fellow temple members
who live in Riverdale (local delivery only).
The charge is $5.00 per name. So, for example, if you indicate 10 names, your cost will be $50.
If you wish to send gifts to the entire congregation, the cost is only $180.
Please make out your check to WRJ of Riverdale Temple and enclose the list of names of fellow Riverdale Temple members
you wish to receive Mishloach Manot. No addresses are necessary.
You may also pay online at www.riverdaletemple.org (indicate in the notes the names you are sending gifts to).
Please send your order no later than March 1.
Thank you in advance for joining us in a warm and generous Jewish tradition.
The WRJ of Riverdale Temple
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
This article is being written while there are huge mounds of
snow everywhere in Riverdale. Hopefully, there will be signs
of spring when you read it. Ah, spring, the season between
winter and summer, when plants and trees are growing.
I believe WRJ is having its own season of growth and
development. In conjunction with the Membership
Committee, WRJ is in the process of developing a series of
speakers who will lecture on a variety of subjects. At this
time, I will refer to it as the Healthy Living Series. Some of the
lectures we hope to bring to your attention will be on stress
reduction, nutrition, career and money management, and
other life skills. The goals of WRJ include not only to increase
membership but also to stress the importance of identifying
one’s needs and learning how to lead a healthier life.
Shortly, you will be receiving a reservation form regarding
the Women’s Seder, which is to take place on Tuesday, April
1. Rabbi Lewis will conduct services while Inbal SharettSinger will lead us in song. One of the highlights of this event
is feeling the spirituality that permeates the social hall while
the women are reading, in English, a portion of our unique
Haggadah. Seventeen years ago, some members of WRJ
were determined to create, and write our own Haggadah. I
believe they succeeded. It explains the story of the Exodus
from a woman’s point of view. It identifies the heroines of
old, Miriam with her timbrels, and goes forward to Elena
Kagan and Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who have been involved
in, and continue to create, history.
Surprise, surprise! Wasn’t it exciting to receive a present
from the Women of Reform Judaism? A gift bag full of wine,
hamantaschen, and home-baked cookies/cakes. Accolades

to those who purchased, baked, put the items together,
and then delivered them to each and every member of the
temple. It was quite an undertaking. This Purim gift typifies
what WRJ is about.
We raise funds in order to have an oneg each Friday
night; we knit blankets and preemie caps to give to people
in need; we are the back-up system in the office should the
administrator not be available; we chair or are members of
committees; the book club meets to exchange thoughts about
each book that has been read; we hope to fund the purchase of
an air-conditioning unit. We, your sisters, are your extended
family, always ready to assist you when you let us know how
we can be of help. We are there for you and the temple.
Note in your calendars and mark it as a priority to attend
services, on Saturday, May 10, when the Sisterhood, under
the leadership of Rabbi Lewis, will conduct services.
—Elaine Katz, Co-President

---------

Our next book for discussion is An Empire of Their Own by
Neal Gabler. The subtitle says it all: How the Jews Invented
Hollywood. When it was first published, the book won an
L.A. Times History Award.
Because the book is more than 500 pages long (and because
February is a short month), book club members asked for
a longer stretch between meetings this time. So our next
meeting will take place on Wednesday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m.
The Book Club is led by Ronni Stolzenberg and is open to all
in the Riverdale community.

April 15, Second Night Seder. Look on our website for further information.

Men’s Club
There are some very special events for all of us during the
Month of March. First and foremost is the annual Purimspiel
extravaganza at 5:00 p.m. on March 15, featuring The Riverdale
Players and produced and directed by the renowned Helen
Krim. Helen is a leading authority on the subject, and her
creative juices went into overtime in preparing this year’s show.
I suggest you DO NOT MISS IT! This “magical” performance
will be followed by a fabulous celebration featuring costumes,
food, and dancing. Please remember to register for the
Purimspiel after-party, where all attendees are VIPs.
There will also be a Passover wine-tasting event at this
party, where you can taste, select, and place your order for
the wines you will be serving at your Seder this year. The
wine tasting will be hosted by your favorite wine lovers
from the Men’s Club, and Skylight Wines will be bringing
to us some of the finest wines from Israel and elsewhere for

us to enjoy. What could be more appropriate than a wine
tasting at Purimspiel?
There will be a most interesting reading on March 23, when
Josh Greenfield shares excerpts from his most recent book,
The Obsessive Chronicles. I think Josh is an engaging writer
who provides us a picture window with which to view a
fascinating journey and I urge you to participate with us on
Sunday afternoon, March 23. There will be books available for
purchase and customized signings by the author for attendees.
I hope to see everyone at Purimspiel and at the after-party
on March 15 and at the book reading on March 23.
B’Shalom
—Steven Rosenfeld, President
The next Men’s Club meeting is Sunday, March 9, at 10:30
a.m.
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Contributions
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship
Fund, Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund,
Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair
Fund, Youth Activities Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations

Donor

Ephraim Bosgang

In Honor

Riverdale Temple

Donor

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kay

The warmth and generosity of the Riverdale Temple
congregation
Alice Gorowitz

Riverdale Temple

Ruth A. Loebmann

Rabbi Judith Lewis

My special aliyah on Shabbat Shira
Yvette Marrin

Rabbi Judith Lewis

For her pastoral support during a difficult time

Donor

Mark S. and Debbie Berman

In Memory

Albert Berman, beloved
family member of Iris
Frank

In Memory

Ruth Kay, beloved mother
of Joseph Kay
Abraham Yarlow, beloved
father of Dorothy Kay

Sandra E. Lerner

Joseph Herman, beloved
father

Ruth A. Loebmann

Irma Loebmann, beloved
mother-in-law

Renee L. Renner

Simon Lersy, beloved
father

Judy B. Rosenthal

Leo Breier, beloved father

Robin Segal

Burt Jaeger, beloved father

Deborah Simmons

Hyman Siminowitz,
beloved grandfather

Susan and Howard Birnbaum

Jean Mills, beloved father
of Susan Birnbaum

Michael Carlson

Felix Carlson, beloved
father

Annette Drexler

David Drexler

Renee and Richard Spath

Carolyn Eisen

Miriam R. Eisen, beloved
mother

John J. Spath Sr., beloved
father of Richard Spath

Lyn Stevens

Jerry Spitz

Jean Goldshein

Herbert Aaron, beloved
father

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Daniel Robert Platzner,
beloved brother-in-law

Stuart Goldshein

Rose and Irving
Goldshein, beloved
parents

Mae H. Zuckerman

Abe Horowitz, beloved
father

Craig L. Katz, M.D.

Isabelle Funtleyder,
beloved grandmother

Katz-Spatz Families

Jeanne Arnowich,
beloved aunt, great-aunt,
and great-great aunt of
the Katz-Spatz families

Robert Simmons, beloved
husband

Susan Popick, beloved
daughter

Another way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of
googling, to good search at www.goodsearch.com.
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		Condolences
To:
Leah Kurtz
Renee Spath

On the loss of
Evelyn Wagner, beloved aunt
Richard Spath, beloved husband

The Departed Whom We Now Remember—March Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
2
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
6
6
6
6
7
8
8
9
10

Irving Epstein
Sylvia Wessler
Ida Yarlow
Louis Feren
Fred W. Friendly
Dorothy Newman
Irving Seelig
Joan Ast
David Egel
Max Tager
Marti Roskind
Sonia Zayde
Solomon Fried
George Harren
Mildred Janow
Rose Shaifer
Marilyn Freiman
Sadie Horowitz
Maxwell L. Rothman
Sadie Rosenthal
Helen Eisenberg

11
11
13
13
13
13
14
15
15
15
15
15
16
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19

Lillian Hirshowitz
Julius Zuckerman
George W. Cohn
Milton Hoffman
Louis J. Monat
Beatrice Morris
Melvin Boaz
Matilda A. Feder
Dr. Cyrus Gordon
Jack Heftel
Marcia Meltzer
Harry Tannenbaum
Janet Haupt
Alvin Fein
Philip Rabinowitz
Frank Goldschmidt
Morton J. Margolies
Sam Samuels
Albert Borok
Benjamin Kaswell
Irving Pepper

20
20
21
21
21
22
23
23
23
24
24
24
28
28
28
28
29
30
31
31

Selma Maier
Al Singer
Sophie Batt
Ann Lipton
Martha Schneeweiss
Isidore Rabinowitz
Jane Chazen
Fannie E. Levy
William Silver
Adam Baldinger
George Perlin
Clara Silberman
Elsa Drucker
Mildred K. Nachbar
Maria Grandy Schorr
Sarah Shapiro
Nathan Spitzer
A. H. Warshaw
Jeanette J. Block
Max Siegel

Riverside Memorial
Chapels
MANHATTAN
180 West 76th Street
(212) 362-3600

WESTCHESTER
21 W. Broad St. (Mount Vernon)
(914) 667-3457

GREAT NECK
55 North Station Plaza
(516) 487-9600

LONG ISLAND
1450 Broadway, Hewlett
(516) 295-3100

Otto F. Kucera
In Florida call: Dade County (305) 531-1151
Broward County (954) 921-1776
Palm Beach County (561) 683-8676

Serving the Greater Metropolitan Area and Florida
Riverside Chapels are participating member firms of “The PRE Plan,” ™
an FDIC insured fund for pre-paid funeral arrangements.
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Riverdale Temple
4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE
BRONX, NY 10471
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Riverdale Temple

President of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471
affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
E-mail: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
Rabbi of the Congregation
Rabbi Judith S. Lewis
Rabbi Emeritus of the Congregation
Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L.
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