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There are certain characteristics that all religions share. For example, every 
religion has a path to achieve holiness/transcendence/connection to Gd, 
a way to interact with others, both those of your group and those outside 
your group, especially the less fortunate, and a way to bring yourself back 
to holiness/goodness when you have strayed from the path.

In Judaism, our path to holiness passes through mitzvot, the 
commandments of the Torah. The Torah contains both positive and 
negative commandments, although it sometimes seems that the negative 
commandments are stressed.

There are people you may not marry, clothes you may not wear, foods 
you may not eat. Even some foods, ordinarily permitted, cannot be eaten 
in combination. Shabbat is a holier day than most, and there are even more 
limits on Shabbat. You may not work on Shabbat, which, in the traditional 
community, includes a ban on driving, cooking, writing, and turning 
anything electric on or off. We seek extra closeness to Gd on Yom Kippur, 
and even more limits are added. On top of the limits of Shabbat, we do not 
eat, drink, have sex, bathe, or wear leather shoes.

Why would placing limits on what we eat, do, or wear bring us closer 
to Gd? What is so holy about avoiding bacon? In 1885, Reform rabbis in 
America released the Pittsburgh Platform, a statement of core beliefs that 
included a rejection of all Jewish laws that were not about morals. Laws 
of food and dress were specifically rejected. The rabbis said that far from 
bringing us closer to transcendence, these laws actually separate us from 
it. In other words, for those Reform rabbis, limits no longer worked as a 
means to bring us closer to the Divine.

Certainly in Reform Judaism we limit ourselves less than do Orthodox 
and Conservative Jews. I have heard Reform Jews say that there are no 
limits in Reform Judaism at all, but that is not true. Some Reform Jews 
avoid pork or really try not to go to the office on Saturday. Many fast 
on Yom Kippur, and I assume that most try to keep the laws forbidding 
stealing, murder, and adultery. So what methods do we Reform Jews use 
to take the place of limits? What is our path to transcendence, how do we 
get close to Gd? 

Although keeping limits is one of the main ways traditional Jews seek 
holiness, it is not the only way. Jews also approach Gd through study, 
through prayer, through tzedakah and g’milut chasadim (charity and acts 

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Fridays

Mar. 3 5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service 
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service with 
Jr. Choir and potluck dinner

Mar. 10 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Mar. 17 5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service 

7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Mar. 24 7:00 p.m. Ruach Shabbat Service: 

“On the Rocks”
Mar. 31 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Saturdays
Mar. 4 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Mar. 11 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Mar. 18 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Mar. 25 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

The Rabbi’s Column

continued on p. 3
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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,  
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi 

Purim Celebration 
Sunday, March 12 

At 9:30 a.m. 
Purim Service followed by our Purimspiel 

An occasion for joyous celebration 
Join us as we read the Book of Esther to mark the holiday of 

Purim and share our wonderful production. 
Hamantaschen cookies 

Riverdale Temple Purim Carnival 
Noon–4:00 p.m. 

Fun for the whole family! 
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6:45 pm Haftarah 
Trope Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer
7:00 pm Purimspiel 
rehearsal
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4 Adar 5777

2

5 Adar 5777
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat 
Service
6:00 pm Jr. Choir 
rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat 
Eve Service with Jr. 
Choir, potluck dinner           

3

6 Adar 5777
Parashat Terumah 
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush 
following service

4

7 Adar 5777
9:30 am Religious 
School
11:30 a.m. Jr. Choir 
rehearsal
Noon Purimspiel dress 
rehearsal 1
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8 Adar 5777
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9 Adar 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew 
Language Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer             

7

10 Adar 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah 
Trope Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer
7:00 pm Purimspiel 
dress rehearsal 2
7:30 pm WRJ 
Meeting

8

11 Adar  5777
7:30 pm Executive 
Committee Meeting

9

12 Adar 5777
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve 
Service 

10

13 Adar 5777
Parashat Tetzaveh
Erev Purim
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush  
following service
Men’s Club Meeting
2:00 Purimspiel dress 
rehearsal 3              11

14 Adar 5777
9:30 am Purim Service 
with Megillah Reading 
and Purimspiel
Noon Purim Carnival
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16 Adar 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew 
Language Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer

14

17 Adar 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah 
Trope Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer
7:00 pm Purimspiel 
dress rehearsal
7:30 WRJ Book Club

15

18 Adar 5777
7:30 pm Board of 
Trustees Meeting

16

19 Adar 5777
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat 
Service
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve 
Service

17

20 Adar 5777
Parashat Ki Tisa
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Chavurah Study 
group following 
service and Extended 
Kiddush                 18

21 Adar 5777
9:30 am Religious 
School
11:30 am Jr. Choir 
rehearsal
11:45 am KRMH food 
donation pickup and 
delivery                  
2:30 pm Sinfonietta of 
Riverdale free family 
concert                     19

22 Adar 5777

20

23 Adar 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn 
4:00 pm Hebrew School 
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew 
Language Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer

21

24 Adar 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah 
Trope Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer

22

25 Adar 5777

23

26 Adar 5777
7:00 pm Ruach 
Shabbat Service: “On 
the Rocks”

24

27 Adar 5777
Parashat Vayakhel-
Pekudei   
10:30 am Shabbat 
Morning Service with 
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush 
following service

25

28 Adar 5777
9:30 am Religious 
School
10:30 am Social Action 
Committee meeting
11:30 am Jr. Choir 
rehearsal                 26

29 Adar 5777

27

1 Nisan 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew 
Language Class: Cantor 
Sharett-Singer

28

2 Nisan 5777
6:00 pm WRJ 
Women’s Seder
No Haftarah Trope 
Class

29

3 Nisan 5777

30

4 Nisan 5777
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve 
Service

31
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of kindness). Reform Jews use all of the above, as do all Jews, but 
we lean most heavily on the last two. We try to make the world a 
better place.

My father was against organized religion, hated ritual, and rarely 
went to synagogue. He accepted none of the ritual limits of Judaism. 
“But,” he would tell me, “I’m a good Jew.” He was a good Jew 
because for him helping others was his path to holiness, and he was 
extremely committed to that path. He might not have described it 
as a path to holiness. He probably would have denied that it had 
anything to do with Gd or with transcendence, but I believe that 
whenever we seek meaning in our lives, we are seeking holiness.

As Reform Jews, it is up to each of us to find our own path to Gd. 
Your path may involve many of the limits of traditional Judaism, or 
it may involve only a few. It may involve study, prayer, your work, 
meditation, music, political action, support for Israel, your fellow 
Jews, or non-Jews. Most likely, it will involve a combination of 
all of these. 

Many people in the Reform movement think that because they 
have rejected the path of limits, they don’t have a path to Gd. Not 
so. Almost everyone has some path to holiness. Ask yourself what 
your path is. An awareness of your path is the first step to making 
it work for you. And if you find that your path does not bring you 
closer to transcendence, maybe you need to add a new element to 
your path.

Not all of us believe in Gd, and the Gd we do believe in may 
not be very similar to the Gd Jews thought they knew hundreds 
of years ago. That is to be expected, as we are so different from 
our ancestors. But our search for meaning and for fulfillment is no 
different from their search for Gd.

So ask yourself: do limits move me? Does social justice? Do 
services move me? Whenever you hear a resounding yes, that is 
what you should be doing more of. That is your path to Gd.

—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The CanToR’s Column

My Spiritual Journey: From Jewish Ancestry to Jewish 
Commitment 

By Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer (Feb. 7, 2017)

As far back as I can trace my forebears, we have been Jews. On my 
mother’s side, they were Sephardic, with names like Abulafia and 
Benvenisti (or Benveniste), going all the way back to the Iberian 
Peninsula. These names still exist in various parts of the world 
today, including Greece, Mexico, the United States, and Israel. On 
my father’s side, I am the great-granddaughter of Moshe Shertok, 
soldier, journalist, and diplomat, who with the name Moshe 
Sharett, served as the second prime minister of the fledgling State 
of Israel and as its first foreign minister.

I was born in Israel, educated in its schools, and served in the 
Israeli Defense Force. I was friends with fellow Israelis from many 
countries and backgrounds, always proud to be an Israeli and a Jew. 

However, I always felt something was missing in my life.

That “something” turned out to be a connection to my Jewish 
heritage and to the faith that informed and inspired my ancestors. 
And, as I came to learn, it was missing from the lives of many 
family members and large numbers of my friends, too. Like me, 
these wonderful people focused their Jewish identity on their 
connection with Israel and the Jewish people, but not on Jewish 
faith. They identified as secular Jews.

I, too, was a secular Jew when I came to the United States and, 
seeking to broaden my horizons and fulfill my dream to become an 
opera star, enrolled at Brooklyn College as an opera performance 
major. How was I to know that my stay at Brooklyn College would 
engender a seismic change in my life? I did not realize it at the 
time; the change came slowly. But before long, it overcame me 
and touched every fiber of my being.

It began when I took a modest position teaching at Stephen 

Wise Free Synagogue, founded by the religiously devout and 
distinguished defender of world Jewry, Stephen Samuel Wise. There 
I met religiously modern, yet dedicated, Jews. I also met Cantor 
Dan Singer, who brought a rich and beautiful musical repertoire 
representing the breadth and depth of Jewish heritage to worship 
every week. My interest in Judaism—and its music—began to grow.

Eventually, Cantor Singer, who later became my brother-in-law, 
influenced me to consider a career as a cantor. I applied to the 
Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music at Hebrew Union 
College–Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) in New York. 
Interestingly, the Jewish Institute of Religion had been founded by 
none other than Rabbi Stephen Samuel Wise.

At HUC-JIR, with its superb cantorial and rabbinic faculty, I delved 
into the study of our sacred tradition: its Torah, Talmud, midrash, 
halachah (Jewish law), and, not least of all, its history. Inspired by 
what had for so long been unknown to me as the real treasure of 
my heritage, I drank deeply from its wells of inspiration, realizing 
I had just begun to absorb the sweetness of my inheritance.

Through my studies, I came to feel myself fulfilled, not only as a 
Jew, but also as a member of the Jewish people. This proud citizen 
of Israel became a proud participant in the faith of Abraham and 
Moses, of Hillel and Akivah. I learned, too, that I could be among 
the men and women—rabbis and cantors, clergy of our faith—who 
strive to impart the noble values of our tradition to others—in a 
world sorely in need of them. 

Today, as a person of faith, a member of the clergy, a child of my 
heritage, and a wife and mother, I plan to dedicate myself fully to a 
lifetime of study of the true meaning of our faith—which is rich in 
tradition, flexible in its application, courageous in its commitment 
to modernity, and always ready for its eternal values and ideals to 
meet new challenges of the day.

This post originally appeared on the blog of ReformJudaism.org.

I am looking forward with the greatest of pleasure to March 12, 
because on that Sunday Riverdale Temple will be celebrating 
Purim in grand fashion. We will begin with a short service at 9:30 

a.m., with our wonderful clergy leading us in some readings from 
the Megillah (the Book of Esther). This is always great fun, with 
the youngsters and the young at heart drowning out the name of the 

The PResidenT’s Column
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Extended Kiddush
We have an extended Kiddush each week, following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides bagels and 
cream cheese. People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the Kiddush, such as tuna salad, 
egg salad, hummus, or anything you would like to make (dairy only, please). You might want to honor a birthday, 
an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show off your culinary talent (or shopping ability). You could also 
make a donation to the Extended Kiddush Fund. Call the office to let us know if you will be contributing to the 
Kiddush so we can plan properly. 

villainous Haman every time it gets mentioned by swinging their 
groggers (ratchets provided by the temple) with all their might, 
always causing laughter throughout the sanctuary. 

At 10:15, we will have our annual Purimspiel. This year, Rudy 
Radna is writing the script and adapting the music for a thoroughly 
entertaining “show,” with a cast that includes congregational 
members of all ages. Under the expert direction of J. B. Barricklo, 
there will undoubtedly be “great performances” in the Riverdale 
Temple Purimspiel, with songs, action, and sidesplitting comedy. 
Production manager for this extravaganza is Helen Krim, and 
production assistant is Carol Kassel. This year’s Spiel is set to 
the music of the legendary Andrew Lloyd Webber, creator of The 
Phantom of the Opera, Cats, Evita, and Sunset Boulevard—to 
name just a few of his hit shows.

Then at noon the Purim Carnival will begin. If you have 
attended in the past, you know how much fun the Carnival is, 

especially for young children, with a plethora of games, bouncy 
inflatables, balloon artists, face painting, holiday crafts, costumes, 
and delicious goodies, including popcorn and cotton candy. For 
only $40, a family of two adults and three children can spend four 
hours indulging in silly, happy, exciting fun. And anyone who feels 
hungry or thirsty will be able to buy other food, drinks, and snacks 
very reasonably priced. 

Can anything be more enjoyable than watching our children 
having a phenomenally good time! Special thanks are extended to 
the devoted parents of our Religious School children, who work 
long and hard to make the Carnival a success. So, I hope to see 
droves of congregants and their guests on the twelfth of March. 
It will be a day dedicated to HAVING FUN AT RIVERDALE 
TEMPLE!

—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

 

To My Fellow Congregants
Now that we are all familiar with our new prayer books and have a sufficient supply for our Shabbat and Festival services, I am 
eager to activate the Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund in order to purchase new books for the High Holy Days services. 
I’m sure you will agree that the books presently being used for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are outdated and difficult to follow. 
Sufficient transliterations and translations are lacking, which makes it difficult for many people to follow these all-important services.

In activating the Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, I will donate seed money, but your contributions are needed so that 
we can reach our goal of purchasing enough new books in time for the 2017 High Holy Days season.

Those of you who attend services on Saturday morning also know that we desperately need more copies of the new Plaut 
Commentary books, and the Book Fund will aim to cover this cost as well. 

The Riverdale Temple family has always come through when a need arises, and I am hoping that you will consider making 
a contribution to the Book Fund so that all of our services, led by our wonderful clergy, can have these beautiful new books. 
Contributions to the Book Fund can be made if you are sending in a donation to the temple for any reason—perhaps you are 
celebrating a birthday or other important life event, such as a memorial for a loved one, or an honor for a special person. I ask 
that you please think of the Book Fund and help us reach our goal to afford new High Holy Days prayer books and new Plaut 
Commentaries for our Torah discussions.

We are planning to have an indicator in the lobby showing our progress. Please be a part of this fundraising effort. I thank you in 
advance and I look forward to a successful outcome.                                                                                                  —Dorothy Kay

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat—An Opportunity to Share!
Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with our 
congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner. The available 
dates are listed in the WRJ article on p. 7.

Riverdale Temple is a registered nonprofit on Amazon. When doing 
your shopping online, log onto Amazon Smile, and the temple will get a 

share of the proceeds. Use the link below in your browser:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1869317
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Riverdale Temple Telephone 
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office   0 or 1
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Nursery School   3

Rabbi  4
Cantor 5
Emergencies 7
General Information 8
Other 9

Visit our new and improved website at  
www.riverdaletemple.org.  
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page? 
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on 
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a 
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events, 
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community. 
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence 
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable 
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to 
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by 
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to  
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple 
by buying a mug for just $10.

If you need transportation to and/or from services at the temple, please call the office at  
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors
If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor, 
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka 
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more 
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to  
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about 
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to 
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, 
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-2488-6130; fax:  
202-488-314-7820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org. 

 

March Events
WRJ Meeting March 8
Men’s Club Meeting March 11
Purim Service and Purimspiel March 12
WRJ Book Club March 15
KRMH Food Pickup March 19 

and Delivery
Free Sinfonietta of Riverdale Concert March 19
Social Action Meeting March 26
Women’s Seder March 29

Upcoming in April
YIVO Series Lecture April 2
Mitzvah Day April 23

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for 
updates. 

Riverdale Temple House Committee
Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our 
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural, 
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are 
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance 
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The 
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure 
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of 
our community efficiently and economically. The committee 
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities 
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. 
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to 
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.

Bulletin Board

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by 
March 14 You can e-mail it directly to  
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in  

subject line).



6  Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Nursery school News

There continues to be a lot of talk about 
peace and kindness throughout our 
school. One afternoon, the children 
with their families and teachers painted 
doves to hang outside on our playground 
fence. They brainstormed words that 
they would like to go along with their 
doves. They are: Peace, Love, Friendship, 
Family, Community, Sharing, Caring, and 

Understanding. Riverdale Temple Nursery School is truly a very 
special community. Please look for the doves and their messages. 
Please know that all are welcome to write messages on our doves! 

On February 16, the children had a Pajama Day and Teddy Bear 
Parade in the ballroom. The children marched around the ballroom 
with their stuffed animals. Then they sang good-night songs with 
our wonderful music teacher, Shara Yolkut. They listened to and 
helped Linda Herman read Goodnight Moon and had delicious 
cereal and fruit. It was great fun staying in pajamas all day! 

The Twos have been creating tzedakah boxes. They are learning 
about the importance of giving. They painted their boxes and 
then put stickers on them. Mrs. Cutler and Mrs. Turner put the 
first coins in their boxes. We are truly raising children to make a 
difference in the world. 

The Three-Year-Olds have been studying dinosaurs. When you walk 
down the halls, you can see the incredible dinosaurs that the children 
have created. They are learning about carnivores and herbivores. 
They are so proud of all the information they are acquiring.

Our Four-Year-Olds are studying water. There are ponds, lakes, 
tubing, and lots of pouring and rainbows in all the classes. There is 
much experimentation and learning by doing. The UPK teachers are 
sharing ideas and creating a community of teachers and learners. 

Tours
Tours have begun for the 2016–2017 school year. If you have 
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at 
718-796-0335 or e-mail nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We have 
been getting applications for next year, and at this point we have 
only a few spaces left in our Three-Year-Olds classes. Our Twos 
are filled, and we are creating a waitlist. 

Camp
This year we are having a camp for five weeks for Two- through 
Five-Year-Olds. It will begin July 5 and run through August 4. 
The Two-Year-Olds will go from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and the 
Three-, Four-, and Five-Year-Olds from 8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
There will be lots of projects, water, and planting. We think it will 
be great fun!

If you are interested, please contact Linda Herman at nsdirector.
rtns@gmail.com.

Events
March 1: Dr. Seuss’s birthday

March 13: Greenberg Nature Center is coming to visit with 
animals 

Please look at our Riverdale Temple Nursery School Facebook 
page!

Just a lovely quote…

“Sometimes, I’ve believed as many as six impossible things before 
breakfast.” Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland —Lewis Carroll

—Linda Herman, Director

We are excited that some of our students have entered a Purim 
art contest. And speaking of Purim, don’t forget to come to our 
Purim service and Purimspiel on March 12. Bring the kids in 
costume! At noon our Purim Carnival begins. There is a discount 
for families who volunteer to help. Please contact the rabbi for 

details. The cantor and I also want to highly encourage parents to 
attend Shabbat services with their children as well. If the kids see 
that Judaism is important to you, it will become important to them.

—Rabbi Tom Gardner

Babysitting Service
The temple now offers babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery 
School teachers) during Shabbat morning, so that parents may attend 
the service, but babysitting will be provided only if there is enough 
interest. Please call the office or send an e-mail to rivtemple@aol.
com (put babysitting in subject line) and let us know if you will avail 
yourself of this service.

Tot Shabbat Services
Tot Shabbat services usually take place twice a month on Friday (see the calendar on p. 2, as times vary). These 
special services are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing and guitar playing. They 
are family friendly and appropriate for all ages, especially children five years old and younger.
For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food allergies and kashrut observance 
(all dishes will be labeled), but if you have specific concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at  
michelleroos@gmail.com. 

religious aNd hebrew school

On Sunday, March 19, at 2:30 p.m., the Sinfonietta of Riverdale 
will perform a one-hour concert for families and children, free 
and open to the public. If will include music by Beethoven, 
Massenet, and others.
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Following is Helen Krim’s description of her participation in the 
January Women’s March in New York City.

It is entirely within the tradition of the Women of Reform Judaism 
that we take a leadership role demanding that women be granted 
full equality within our democracy. In support of that goal, this is 
my report to the WRJ on the Women’s March in New York City the 
day after the presidential inauguration. The march was organized 
by 30 talented women. Katherine Siemionko, the leader of the 
group, had started a Go Fund Me site on the web to organize a 
march in New York City in support of the March in Washington, 
D.C. I thought I would make a small donation. Very soon I got an 
e-mail asking me if I wished to volunteer and information about a 
phone call that would provide further information. I checked out 
the group’s website and was impressed. Their mission is that we 
are all humans first, before we are black, or white, or Asian, or 
female, or male, or Jewish, or Christian, or Muslim. The phone 
call was a group meeting. Katherine had arranged the permits with 
the NYPD. There was a call for fundraisers, crowd control experts, 
designers, communications specialists, a medical team, someone 
who could coordinate speakers, and a cleanup squad. People 
volunteered, 200 in the first week. We had two or three face-to-
face meetings, and almost nightly group phone calls. 

We began registering marchers, and by the day before the march, 
150,000 people had registered. We therefore planned for 175,000 
marchers, never dreaming much more than half a million would 
show up. The police department was amazing. They did not shut 
us down and kept closing off additional streets to traffic for the 
marchers. Many people didn’t realize that we ran an activist fair 
at the United Nations Hotel and an art project during the march. 
The group agreed not to disband but to continue working for the 
cause of human rights. I will keep Riverdale Temple notified of 

ways to participate. Jewish women have always been leaders, 
making phone calls, writing letters, stuffing envelopes. To quote a 
prominent speaker, “Together, we can.”

---

WRJ thanks all those who made our February Friday night onegs a 
delicious and welcoming addition to our services: Gerri and David 
Glickenstein, Irene Brenner, and Dorothy Feldman. The following 
dates are available if you would like to celebrate/recognize a 
special occasion: March 31, April 14, May 26, June 9, 16, 23, 30; 
and all Fridays in July and August. Please call Irene Brenner at 
718-548-6558 to reserve a date. 

Thank you to all who participated in our Tu B’Shevat Seder on 
February 11. As we celebrated the birthday of the trees of Israel and 
tasted their produce and drank four cups of wine in recognition of the 
four seasons, we collectively looked forward to the warmth of spring. 

SAVE THE DATES:

Wednesday, March 8, 7:30 p.m. Next WRJ meeting (West 
Lounge)

Wednesday, March 15, 7:30 p.m. Next 
Book Club meeting: In the Garden of Beasts: 
Love, Terror, and an American Family in 
Hitler’s Berlin by Erik Larson (West Lounge) 
The discussion will be led by Susan Cooper. 
Suggestions for our next book club reading are welcome.

Wednesday, March 29 Women’s Seder (information regarding 
reservations will arrive shortly)

—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,  
WRJ Co-Presidents 

MeN’s club

“It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World!”

Things just don’t seem the same to me anymore. When I have 
my morning coffee, grab the paper, and see the headlines, I begin 
to wonder if I am awake or am I experiencing a nightmare. As I 
begin to read the stories, I ask myself if my imagination is playing 
tricks on me, or if the ghost of Allen Funt is about to appear from 
behind the door with his cameraman. As I drive to work and listen 
to the news, my mind wonders if the calendar is wrong and the day 
is actually April 1st. This sense of confusion and disorientation 
follows me throughout much of the week. I find myself distracted 
and not at my best at work or even at home.

Just when I am about to reach my limits of stress tolerance and 
lose my focus, along comes that special time of peace, comfort, 
and a sense of purpose. Yes, Shabbat arrives just in time to remove 
any feelings of despair, desperation, or detachment I may be 
experiencing. Shabbat has been the one constant in my life as 
far back as I can remember, and today, perhaps more than ever, 
I find the time spent praying together with friends and teachers 
and reading and discussing Torah to have an immediate positive 
impact on my emotional health. Of course, there is much more 

to experiencing Shabbat than attending services, but being in the 
Synagogue and feeling the spiritual energy that fills the sanctuary 
during services is a great way to welcome Shabbat. For the ever-
increasing number of regular worshippers attending services at 
Riverdale Temple, I think you know what I mean.

For anyone reading this who may be contemplating attending 
our Shabbat services, please do not delay. You will likely find the 
experience to be as uplifting as it is beautiful, contemplative, and 
friendly. Our clergy continue to raise the bar on the quality of the 
services. For anyone who may be looking for a temporary way out 
of this mad, mad, mad world, it is truly an oasis.

Please do not forget to celebrate Purimspiel with us on March 
12. This has been consistently one of the great Riverdale Temple 
events since the arrival of Helen Krim. 

B’Shalom
—Steve Rosenfeld, President

woMeN of reforM JudaisM (sisterhood)



8  Riverdale Temple Bulletin

adult educatioN

The next lecture will take place on Sunday, April 2, at 2:00 p.m., 
and feature the gifted storyteller David Fishman, who has recently 
completed a book called The Book Smugglers. Professor Fishman 
will present this dramatic rescue story. The book tells the true story of 
a group of ghetto inmates who rescued Jewish cultural treasures from 
the Nazis. The Germans planned to ship the most valuable Jewish 
books, manuscripts, art, and documents found in Vilna, the Jerusalem 
of Lithuania, to Frankfurt, and to destroy everything else. A group of 
intellectuals known as “the paper brigade” risked their lives daily to 
hide the materials in an operation that lasted more than a year. Some 
of them survived and dug up the treasures after Vilna’s liberation. But 
the city now belonged to the Soviet Union, and they came to realize 
that Jewish treasures would be endangered under Soviet rule as well. 
Learn how they rescued the books and other materials yet again—
and eventually sent them to New York and Jerusalem.
Dr. Fishman is a professor of Jewish history at The Jewish 
Theological Seminary, teaching courses in modern Jewish history. 
He also serves as director of Project Judaica, a program in the Former 
Soviet Union (FSU), which is based at Russian State University for 
the Humanities (Moscow) and Kyiv-Mohyla Academy University 

(Kiev). Professor Fishman travels frequently to Moscow and other 
parts of the FSU on behalf of Project Judaica. He directs its Jewish 
Archival Survey, which publishes guides to Jewish archival materials 
in the FSU. Recently, he coedited a guide to Jewish collections in 
the previously top-secret Special Archive in Moscow. He also writes 
for the Jewish Daily Forward on Jews and the current situation in 
Russia and Ukraine. Professor Fishman is the author of numerous 
books and articles on the history and culture of East European Jewry. 
He is a member of the Academic Committee of the United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum and serves on the editorial boards of 
Jewish Social Studies and Polin. We are thrilled that he will share 
what he has learned through this very interesting tale of rescue.
Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Gardner continues every Tuesday 
from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Study with Cantor Sharett-Singer—Adult Hebrew Language Class 
and Haftarah class. Contact the cantor if you want to join either class.
Coming Attractions—Save the Date—YIVO Jewish Culture 
Series—Sunday, June 11: Musical performance of Yiddish music 
and songs and euphoric Klezmer fiddle music featuring Alicia 
Svigals, one of the world’s leading klezmer violinists, and Lauren 
Brody, who is a pioneer of the klezmer revival in the United States 
and a founding member of the groundbreaking band Kapelye. 

—Yvette Marrin Ph.D., Chair Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on March 18, which corresponds 
to Ki Tisa in the Torah. In this portion, Moses stays on Mount 
Sinai for 40 days and is given the Ten Commandments on stone 
tablets. In the meantime, Aaron has built a golden calf. When 
Moses returns, he smashes the tablets to the ground. March 18 
is also one of the special Shabbatot, Shabbat Parah, the Sabbath 
of the Red Heifer, with its special Torah and Haftarah readings. 
The Chavurah will meet in the Conference Room following the 
communal Kiddush, and all are welcome to join in the discussion. 
                                                                        —Dr. Ronna Weber

MITZVAH DAY 2017: In these challenging times, we can all 
continue to do the acts of kindness that we do on a regular basis, 
in addition to standing up for key values that we believe in. One 
way to expand your participation in Tikkun Olam is to help before 
and during Mitzvah Day 2017, which is April 23. Please watch for 
the registration form by early March to volunteer before we all get 
busy with Passover celebrations.
Some of the activities we have this year include increasing 
recycling efforts through a big clothing drive for Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters, starting in early April to April 23; on April 23 only, from 
9:00 a.m. to noon, we shall accept donations of used computers, 
monitors, and printers, which will be recycled through Staples; 
preparation of 120 grooming kits for the Zicklin Hospice and the 
Midnight Run; packing 200 bagged lunches for Part of the Solution 
(POTS); making small flower arrangements/plants for residents at 
the Hospice and Schervier, etc.

Mitzvah Day is a temple-wide initiative. We are reaching out to the 
temple Nursery School, Religious School, committees, and others. 
Help spread the word!

WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW:
• Organize clothing (all seasons, men’s, boys’, women’s, and 
girls’) for the Clothing Drive

• Identify any old computers/
printers that you will want to 
recycle
• Donate travel-size shampoo, 
soaps, lotions, combs, tooth-
brushes, etc.; please give to Mr. 
Osorio or Howie Malatzky for 
safekeeping for Mitzvah Day
• Plan to talk with family, friends, 
and neighbors not only about 
donating items but also about 
donating some time for this  special day
• When ready, share Mitzvah Day registration forms and additional 
flyers with friends and neighbors
KRMH Food & Hunger Project: Canned protein, rice, evaporated 
milk, canned fruit, soups, etc., are badly needed by people in our 
community. The next Riverdale Temple delivery to the KRMH 
Pantry will be on March 19, at 11:45 a.m.
NEXT SOCIAL ACTION MEETING: Everyone is invited to come 
on Sunday, March 26, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Please help us make 
Riverdale Temple’s Mitzvah Day 2017 the most successful yet! 

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

social actioN

Packing bagged lunches for 
recipients at Part of the Solution

SUNDAY, APRIL 2, 2017 | 2:00 p.m.

Je w i s h Cu l t u r e se r i e s 2016–2017

y IV
idishe kultur-serye

THE BOOK SMUGGLERS
Professor David Fishman (Jewish Theological Seminary) has
recently written a dramatic account, The Book Smugglers, of 
the true story of a group of ghetto inmates who rescued 
Jewish books and cultural treasures from the Nazis during 
World War II. We will learn from this gifted story teller how a 
group of intellectuals known as “the paper brigade” risked their 
lives daily to hide the materials in a yearlong operation and 
how they were rescued again after Vilna’s liberation.

This program was funded in part 
 by a HumanitiesNY Action Grant.

Abraham Sutzkever, an unidentified man, and Gershon  
Abramowicz bringing YIVO materials hidden during the war 

to a new Jewish museum in Vilna, 1944. YIVO Archives.

This FREE lecture will take place in the 
Riverdale Temple Sanctuary.
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ConTRibuTions 
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund, 
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph 
Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents 
Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Hermina and Daniel Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
Birnbaum  of the Riverdale Jewish community

Susan and Howard Irene Brenner’s birthday  
Birnbaum

Susan Carr and Howie Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
Malatzky  of the Riverdale Jewish community

Linda Chokroverty and Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
Craig Katz  of the Riverdale Jewish community

Joyce and David Currier Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Merryl and Bernard Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
Greenwald/The Merck  of the Riverdale Jewish community 
Foundation

Marla Hurban Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Kathy and Howie Karpin Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Dorothy Kay Riverdale Temple candle-lighting

Helen and Tom Krim Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Rita Pochter-Lowe Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support 
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Donor In MeMory

Susan and Howard Jean Mills, beloved father of Susan 
Birnbaum  Birnbaum

Arnold Lewis Cohen Max Cohen, beloved father 

Linda Chokroverty and Isabelle Funtleyder, beloved  
Craig Katz  grandmother of Craig Katz

Michael Friedman Theresa Russo, beloved wife 

Renee Gallay Alan Gallay and Jonathan Rosenthal, 
beloved husband and family friend

Alice and Bernard Ida and Joseph Baron, beloved 
Gorowitz  grandparents of Alice B. Gorowitz

Linda Kleinman Jerome Kern, beloved father

Helen and Tom Krim Dr. Burton Kleinman, beloved 
husband of Janet Kleinman

Sandra E. Lerner Joseph Herman, beloved father 

Ruth A. Loebmann Irma Loebmann, wise and kind 
mother-in-law

Judy and Mario Rosenthal Leo Brier, beloved father of Judy 
Rosenthal

Robin Segal Burt Jaeger, beloved father

Ann and Leon Stone Yetta and Abraham Lester, beloved 
parents of Ann Stone

Maxine Toal-Goldberg Daniel Robert Platzner, beloved 
brother-in-law

 Phyllis Platzner, beloved sister

Martin Schneider Frieda Schneider, beloved mother

Deborah Simmons Hyman Siminowitz, beloved 
grandfather

 Alfred E. Simmons, beloved father 

 Robert Simmons, beloved husband

Renee Spath John J. Spath Jr. and Richard Spath, 
beloved father-in-law and husband

Ronna Weber Max Tager, beloved father

Judy Zucker Dr. Burton Kleinman, beloved 
husband of Janet Kleinman

Donor In Honor Donor In MeMory

It’s a party! It’s an auction! It’s a fundraiser!
We are planning our Auction for Action, to be held on Saturday evening, December 16, 2017. Please save that date to attend this 
exciting event where we will celebrate Dr. Rachel Radna, our extraordinary president (2008–2016) and copresident (2016–), with 
music, dancing, good food, and drink—plus an auction!
Do you have a service or suitable item you can donate? Do you know a vendor or manufacturer who can make a donation 
to this event? Or, would you like to make a cash donation? If so, please contact Susan Birnbaum or Rochelle Greenfield at  
rivtempleauction@gmail.com
All donations must be submitted by August 31, 2017.
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The Departed Whom We Now Remember 
March Yahrzeit Observances

 1 Irving Epstein
 1 Benjamin Harris
 1 Sylvia Wessler
 2 Solomon Fried
 2 Ariye Furman
 2 Mildred Janow
 2 Molly Retman
 2 Conrad Weiner
 2 Ida Yarlow
 3 Louis Feren
 3 Marilyn Freiman
 3 Dorothy Newman
 3 Irving Seelig
 3 Harvey Somers
 4 Isaac P. Aronson
 4 Joan Ast
 4 Fred W. Friendly
 4 Helen Snyder-Lowe
 5 Lillian Axel
 5 Masha Mallin
 5 Marti Roskind
 5 Nathan B. Spear
 5 Sonia Zayde
 6 Esther Amram
 6 Jean Friedenberg
 6 George Harren
 6 Joseph Kay
 6 Rose Shaifer
 6 Ida Stam
 7 Sophie Batt
 7 Felix Carlson
 7 Lillian Hirshowitz
 8 Viola Bergman
 8 Stephen Gardner
 8 Sadie Horowitz
 8 Simon Lersy
 8 Maxwell L. Rothman

 8 Mollie Spear
 9 Joseph Cassel
 9 Milton Hoffman
 9 Louis J. Monat
 9 Sadie Rosenthal
10 Fay Birnbaum
10 Helen Eisenberg
11 Matilda A. Feder
11 Charles Leber
11 Marcia Meltzer
11 Louis D. Retman
11 Julius Zuckerman
12 Lilo Hartmann
13 George W. Cohn
13 Stanley Greenfield
13 A. Donald Kronman
13 Beatrice Morris
14 Melvin Boaz
14 Morton J. Margolies
14 Nathan Miller
14 Morris Seeferblatt
15 Dr. Cyrus Gordon
15 Jack Heftel
15 Gussie Leibowitz
15 Harry Tannenbaum
16 Janet Haupt
16 Irwin Kaplan
16 Hyman Lerman
16 Louis Schulman
16 Al Singer
17  Alvin Fein
17  Ann Lipton
17 Philip Rabinowitz
18 Frank Goldschmidt
18 Sam Samuels
19 Albert Borok
19 Irma N. Fondiller

19 Stephan Fornino
19 Benjamin Kaswell
19 Benjamin H. Patek
19 Irving Pepper
19 Nathan Yohalem
19 Bess R. Young
20 George Dilloff
20 Lillian Jaffe
20 Rose Kaminer
20 Selma Maier
20 Harry Marsh
20 Clara Silberman
20 Samuel Wexler
20 Sigmund Zwickel
21 Irving Margel
21 Martha Schneeweiss
22 Charles S. Baron
22 Rose Bernstein
22 Naomi Gell
22 Mollie Marsh
22 Isidore Rabinowitz
23 Jane Chazen
23 Ethel Fisher
23 Fannie E. Levy
24 Adam Baldinger
24 Mosily Offenbach
24 Don Ostro
24 George Perlin
25 Tillie Angstreich
25 Benjamin Kaminer
25 Stanley Madow
25 Etta M. Shekter
26 Rudolph E. Brill
26 Daniel Gross
26 A. H. Warshaw
27 Jeanette J. Block
28 Elsa Drucker

28 Mildred K. Nachbar
28 Maria Grandy Schorr
28 Sarah Shapiro
29 Morton Bryer
29 Mary Hollander
29 Alice Oppenheimer
29 Nathan Spitzer
30 Adolf A. Abrahamson
30 Joseph Griffel
30 William Heimowitz
30 Clara Wechsler
30 Ida Yarlow
31 Max Siegel

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling, you good search 
by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in “Riverdale Temple.com.” Thank you 
in advance for your participation.

 

Condolences
To  On the loss of 

Jeffrey Dinowitz and Sylvia Gottlieb and family Norman Dinowitz, beloved brother and brother-in-law, 
husband, stepfather, and grandfather

Janet Kleinman and family Burton Kleinman, beloved husband, father, grandfather; long-time 
former member of Riverdale Temple

Jesse Levy, Olivia Koppell, Gabriella K. Levy Yvette Levy, beloved mother, mother-in-law, beloved grandmother
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Purimspiel
Come one! Come All! Musicians! Artists! Directors! Actors! Singers! Join the music, 

merriment, and mayhem of Purim. Come join the Riverdale Temple Players producing 
another smash-hit Purimspiel.

This year the story of Esther will be set to the music of the great Andrew Lloyd Webber! 
All thespians and wannabe thespians are welcome.

Can you sing? Can you play an instrument? Can you collect or make props, costumes, 
or design a program? Do you like fooling around in the theater? Contact Helen Krim at 

347-275-5472 or helen.krim@gmail.com. And let’s have some fun!
	  

Purimspiel Rehearsals* and Purimspiel
   Wednesday  Mar. 1  7:00–8:30 p.m.
   Sunday   Mar. 5  Noon 
      dress rehearsal 1
   Wednesday  Mar. 8  7:00–8:30 p.m.
      dress rehearsal 2
   Saturday   Mar. 11  2:00 p.m.
      dress rehearsal 3
   Sunday   Mar. 12  9:30–11:30 a.m.
      Service, Megillah reading, and Purimspiel

      *Watch for additional rehearsal information.

Recapture the joy of reading through the JBI Library for visually impaired, blind, and reading-
disabled individuals. JBI is the world’s largest library of Jewish interest for people of all ages and 
backgrounds who cannot read standard print, offering fiction, history, biographies, periodicals, 
a concert and lecture series, and much more, in audio, large print, and Braille, all provided free 

of charge and delivered to your doorstep. JBI Talking Books are available in English, Russian, Yiddish, and other languages. 
Liturgical materials are available in all formats. Call 1-800-433-1531. A librarian will be happy to help. Or visit JBI’s website at www.
jbilibrary.org. JBI has been connecting the blind and visually impaired to the Jewish world since 1931.

 

Kol Nidre Appeal 
Thank you for your Kol Nidre donations. To those of you who  haven’t responded yet, please do your part to be part of the 
whole! We would love to have 100 percent participation! No donation is too small!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in the April issue of the bulletin.

Recycling at Riverdale Temple
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot program in the Bronx. We can now recycle 
our food scraps. Please observe the different signs on the garbage receptacles and put throwaways into the 
proper container. Food and food-soiled paper products can now be recycled into compost by the Sanitation 
Department. There are also paper, plastic/glass/metal, and trash receptacles. We are pioneers in a wonderful 
program—please join the effort in caring for our environment. Thank you! 
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RiveRdale Temple

4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE

BRONX, NY 10471

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

RiveRdale Temple 
4545 Independence Avenue 

Bronx, NY 10471 
affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,  

patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492 
E-mail: rivtemple@aol.com 

Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org

Rabbi of the Congregation 
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Cantor of the Congregation 
Inbal Sharett-Singer

Rabbis Emeriti of the Congregation 
Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L. 

Judith S. Lewis

Co-Presidents of the Congregation 
Dr. Rachel Radna  

Dr. L. Michael Griffel

Nursery School Executive Director  
Linda Herman

Bulletin Editor 
Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.

Bulletin Proofreaders 
Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,  

Sylvia Gottlieb, L. Michael Griffel,  
Olivia Koppell, Ruth Loebmann
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