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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Fridays
Feb. 3
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service with
Jr. Choir and chicken dinner
Feb. 10
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Feb. 17
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:30 p.m. Ruach Shabbat Service
Feb. 24
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Feb. 4
Feb. 11
Feb. 11
Feb. 18
Feb. 25

Saturdays

10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
6:00 p.m. Musical Havdalah (see
below)
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Chavurah study following service
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The Rabbi’s Column
When warmer days come, I think of Passover. Passover is the holiday of
spring, the holiday of rebirth, and the holiday of redemption. What does
that have to do with Riverdale today, still in the throes of winter, with the
prophet Elijah, and with the new presidential administration? Funny you
should ask!
The greatest story in the Torah is that of the enslavement and ultimate
redemption of the Israelites from Egypt. The rabbis of old said that this
redemption was symbolic of all redemptions everywhere and contained
within it a promise of an ultimate redemption. We begin the story of the
Exodus while still in the depths of winter, and certainly Moses’s progress
seems frozen at first. But in Exodus, chapter six, verses six through seven,
Gd makes four promises to the Jewish people. “Say, therefore, to the
Israelite people: I am the Eternal. (1) I will free you from the burdens of
Egyptians and (2) I will deliver you from their bondage. (3) I will redeem
you with an outstretched arm and through extraordinary chastisements. (4)
And I will take you to be my people, and I will be your Gd.”
We celebrate these four promises during the Passover Seder by drinking
four cups of wine. The other cup of wine on the table is Elijah’s cup.
Contrary to what hundreds of thousands of children have been told, the
cup is not there for Elijah to drink from when no one is watching. The cup
represents a fifth promise.
In Exodus, chapter six, verse eight, Gd continues: (5) “I will bring you
into the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will
give it to you as a possession, I, the Eternal.”
The rabbis who created the Passover Seder disagreed as to whether this
promise called for a fifth cup of wine. So they compromised by deciding
to pour it, but not drink it. When Elijah the prophet comes to tell us the
Messiah is here, we will ask him if we were supposed to drink that fifth cup
or not. Whenever the rabbis were completely stuck on what a Jewish law
should be, they would postpone discussion until Elijah comes. Elijah will
bring us all the missing answers.
So Elijah doesn’t drink from Elijah’s cup. Elijah will tell us if we are
supposed to drink from Elijah’s cup. But this leads to another question:
why didn’t the rabbis think the fifth promise deserved a fifth cup?
My theory is that it is because the first four promises have been fulfilled,
while the fifth promise is not yet fulfilled.
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continued on p. 3

30 Shevat 5777
No Religious School
No Jr. Choir rehearsal
11:30 am KRMH food
donation pickup and
delivery
Noon Purimspiel
rehearsal
26

19

1 Adar 5777

24 Shevat 5777

23 Shevat 5777
No Religious School
No Jr. Choir rehearsal
Noon Purimspiel
rehearsal

12

17 Shevat 5777

10 Shevat 5777

Monday

16 Shevat 5777
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 a.m. Jr. Choir
rehearsal
Noon Purimspiel
rehearsal

5

9 Shevat 5777
9:30 am Religious
School
10:30 am Social Action
committee meeting
11:30 a.m. Jr. Choir
rehearsal
Noon Purimspiel
rehearsal

Sunday

27

20

13

6

28

2 Adar 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer

21

25 Shevat 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer

14

18 Shevat 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer

7

11 Shevat 5777
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm History of
Arab-Israeli Conflict
Class: Rabbi Gardner
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer

Tuesday

22

26 Shevat 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah
Trope Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer
7:00 pm Purimspiel
rehearsal

15

19 Shevat 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah
Trope Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer
7:00 pm Purimspiel
rehearsal

8

27 Shevat 5777

20 Shevat 5777
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

23

16

9

24

28 Shevat 5777
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

17

21 Shevat 5777
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
Service
6:30 pm Ruach
Shabbat Service

10

14 Shevat 5777
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

3

2

1
13 Shevat 5777
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

7 Shevat 5777
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
Service
6:00 pm Jr. Choir
rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Eve Service with Jr.
Choir, chicken dinner

6 Shevat 5777
7:30 pm Membership
Committee

5 Shevat 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah
Trope Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer

12 Shevat 5777
6:45 pm Haftarah
Trope Class: Cantor
Sharett-Singer
No WRJ Meeting
7:00 pm Purimspiel
rehearsal

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

29 Shevat 5777
Parashat Mishpatim
10:30 am Shabbat
Service with Torah
discussion
Chavurah Study
group following
service and Extended
Kiddush
25

18

22 Shevat 5777
Parashat Yitro
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

15 Shevat 5777
Parashat Beshalach
Tu B’Shevat
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Cantor Mendelson
Extended Kiddush
following service
12:30 pm WRJ Tu
B’Shevat Seder
6:00 pm Musical
Havdalah with Cantor
Mendelson
11

4

8 Shevat 5777
Parashat Bo
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
7:30 pm Wine, Cheese
& Karaoke

Saturday

February

How can I say that? Don’t the Israelites enter the Promised
Land in the Book of Joshua? They did, but the Passover Seder
was written when the Jews were in exile, when their land was in
the hands of a foreign power. The fifth promise is the promise of
ultimate redemption, when the Messiah will come, the Jews will
return from exile, and peace will fill the world. That promise has
not come true yet, but we are so sure that it will that we fill the
glass, ready to drink it at any moment. So it is Elijah’s cup not only
because Elijah will solve all the difficult questions of Jewish law,
but also because Elijah will herald the Messiah, so when we see
him, it will be time to drink that fifth cup.
What do we do in the meantime? The Torah tells us over and
over that we must be kind to strangers, for we were strangers in
the land of Egypt. In a way, the memory of our own redemption
will pave the way for everyone’s redemption. When we are kind to
strangers, we create a world receptive to the concept of redemption.
We prepare the world for redemption by creating a messianic era.
This is why I was so disappointed to hear the new presidential
administration indicate that it would limit the number of refugees
coming into the United States. Not only because the Torah tells us to
be kind to strangers, for we were strangers in the land of Egypt, but
because we Jews know what it is like to flee a murderous regime,
only to be told that we are not welcome anywhere else. In the years
leading up to World War II, we were told that the United States
could not allow in any extra Jews—because we were Jews, because
we were suspected of being German spies and saboteurs, and
because America was for Americans. The not-so-subtle message
was that a Jewish person was never completely an American.

Today we see the same aspersions cast on others because of their
religion, country of origin, or mother tongue. We must not allow
people to be demonized because of who they are.
I do not propose allowing people into our country without
vetting them. I do not propose shrugging our shoulders at illegal
immigration. But Judaism demands that we must let in as many
refugees as we can. Judaism demands that we see each immigrant,
even the illegal ones, as human beings. We must be kind to the
stranger, for we were strangers in the land of Egypt.
If we are not, don’t bother to fill that fifth cup. A beautiful warm
day promises that spring will come. Spring promises that Passover
will come, and Passover promises that redemption will come. But
it won’t come unless we let it come.
One of the great truths of Judaism is that everything we do
matters, that everything we do has an effect, both here and in
heaven. Let us take a step closer to redemption by opening our
hearts to the stranger. I demand of the United States government
that it be as generous as it can be. If we err, let us err on the side of
kindness, of welcoming. Let us err on the side of love.
The fifth promise is the promise of redemption. We Jews were
redeemed from a murderous regime not once, but over and over.
If we want the final redemption to come, it must come for all of
us. For the many, not the few, for the Muslims as well as the Jews,
for the Mexicans as well as the Europeans. We were slaves in a
land not our own, and Gd freed us with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm. And so may Gd do again, for all of us.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column

Please Mark Your Calendars!
On the Saturday of Shabbat Shirah (the Song of the Sea),
February 11, we will host Cantor Jacob Ben-Zion Mendelson,
our first artist-in-residence and my teacher, mentor, and friend.
Cantor Mendelson, the master of traditional Jewish hazzanut
(cantorial music), will lead our Shabbat morning service with
a special musical sermon. Don’t miss this unique opportunity!
At 6:00 p.m., he will lead a Havdalah service followed by the
streaming of the documentary film A Cantor’s Tale, of which
Cantor Mendelson is the subject; it is currently playing in film
festivals throughout the world. In reviewing the film, The New
York Times called him “a voice that heralds a culture.” He is also
featured in the documentary films 100 Voices: A Journey Home
and Journey of Spirit, about the life of Debbie Friedman.
Growing up in Brooklyn, Cantor Mendelson witnessed the end
of the golden age of hazzanut. Today, as both an international
performer and one of the leading cantorial masters, he is passing
on his art to a new generation of cantors. For more than 25 years he
has taught at the Hebrew Union College School of Sacred Music,
in which I was one of his lucky students, and the H. L. Miller
Cantorial School at the Jewish Theological Seminary. Cantor
Mendelson has received honorary doctorates from the Jewish
Theological Seminary and Hebrew Union College.
Cantor Mendelson is a graduate of the Hebrew Union College

School of Sacred Music and the American Opera Center at the
Juilliard School. He composed the Weekday Mincha and Maariv
and Improvisations on Shabbat Shacharit published by the Cantors
Assembly, the organization for which he served as president in 2003
and 2004.
Cantor Mendelson created the role of Shabtai Tz’vi in Richard
Teitelbaum’s Scenes from Tz’vi, first given at both Bard College
and the Biennale in Venice. After a Carnegie Hall concert, The
New York Times found his performance “stunning, emotionally
unguarded.” In January 2006, he sang the memorial prayer at the
United Nations General Assembly, on the occasion of the first
international day to commemorate victims of the Holocaust.
Having recently retired from the full-time pulpit at Temple Israel
Center in White Plains, Cantor Mendelson now offers his artistry
to a much broader audience through concerts, scholar-in-residence
programs, and speaking engagements. One such endeavor is The
Cantor’s Couch—a one-man show written by Mark Bieler, with
original music by Jonathan Comisar, directed by Erik Anjou and a
sequel to A Cantor’s Tale, with (perhaps) a scene with yours truly.
I urge you to come to both of our memorable events with Cantor
Mendelson, and I assure you that you will be inspired, your spirit
uplifted, and you will feel transformed from experiencing this
greater-than-life cantor and mensch.
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column

Riverdale Temple offers its congregants opportunities to work on
one or more of its ongoing committees. Joining a committee is a
wonderful way to make new friends, augment your social life, help

the temple thrive in meeting its objectives—spiritual, educational,
charitable—and fulfill your desire to make your own life and
the lives of others more meaningful. For many years, the work
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of these committees has been in the hands of roughly the same
few people; these are talented and gracious people who wish to do
good for the temple, its members, and the larger community. These
generous congregants, however, like everyone else, are getting
older, and they truly need support and help from our newer and our
younger congregants. In fact, without an injection of new strength,
Riverdale Temple could be in trouble in a few years.
One of the committees seeking help is the Buildings and Grounds
Committee (commonly referred to as the House Committee). Our
building is more than 60 years old, and it is, like any home or
apartment or commercial building, in constant need of maintenance
and repairs. Committee members oversee the operation of the
building, needed purchases, rental of its spaces, and repairs to the
building, its equipment, the parking lot, and the grounds in general;
they work closely with the maintenance staff and the Executive
Committee to secure the smooth and safe running of the building.
Another committee that would like to welcome new members is
the Social Action Committee. This committee develops, organizes,
and implements social-action programs that benefit the temple,
the local population, and also the larger community of people in
need of assistance. It also plans and carries out an awe-inspiring
Mitzvah Day every spring.
The temple’s Membership Committee is another crucial group
for the temple’s welfare and future. It develops programs for the
recruitment, orientation, activation, and retention of members.

The tasks of finding, attracting, and impressing people to join
the temple are all-important for its future, and our current new
and fairly recent members who may have some new ideas and
suggestions would be wonderful additions to this committee.
If you love music, have some musical skills, or are simply
interested in music, the Music Committee would welcome you.
If you are an attorney, a paralegal, or a scholar in the area of law
and might have a bit of free time to review the by-laws of the
temple, as well as contracts entered into by or on behalf of the
temple, the Law Committee would be grateful to have you join.
If you are a teacher or a parent of a school-age child or just love
issues of education, then the Nursery School or Religious School
Committee would open its arms to you. The Adult Education
Committee would also rejoice in gaining members who care about
educating our community about Jewish faith, culture, traditions,
and history. And then there are the Fundraising Committee, the
Caring Committee, and several others.
So, if you might consider joining one or more of these
committees, or would just like to know more about what they
do, please contact me and Rachel Radna at our e-mail address,
which is president@riverdaletemple.org. We know that you will
feel good about getting involved in the wonderful community of
temple members.
—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

Extended Kiddush

We have an extended Kiddush each week, following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides bagels and
cream cheese. People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the Kiddush, such as tuna salad,
egg salad, hummus, or anything you would like to make (dairy only, please). You might want to honor a birthday,
an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show off your culinary talent (or shopping ability). You could also
make a donation to the Extended Kiddush Fund. Call the office to let us know if you will be contributing to the
Kiddush so we can plan properly.

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat—An Opportunity to Share!

Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with our
congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner. The available
dates are listed in the WRJ article on p. 7.
To My Fellow Congregants,
Now that we are all familiar with our new prayer books and have a sufficient supply for our Shabbat and Festival services, I am
eager to activate the Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund in order to purchase new books for the High Holy Days services.
I’m sure you will agree that the books presently being used for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are outdated and difficult to follow.
Sufficient transliterations and translations are lacking, which makes it difficult for many people to follow these all-important services.
In activating the Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund, I will donate seed money, but your contributions are needed so that
we can reach our goal of purchasing enough new books in time for the 2017 High Holy Days season.
Those of you who attend services on Saturday morning also know that we desperately need more copies of the new Plaut
Commentary books, and the Book Fund will aim to cover this cost as well.

The Riverdale Temple family has always come through when a need arises, and I am hoping that you will consider making
a contribution to the Book Fund so that all of our services, led by our wonderful clergy, can have these beautiful new books.
Contributions to the Book Fund can be made if you are sending in a donation to the temple for any reason—perhaps you are
celebrating a birthday or other important life event, such as a memorial for a loved one, or an honor for a special person. I ask
that you please think of the Book Fund and help us reach our goal to afford new High Holy Days prayer books and new Plaut
Commentaries for our Torah discussions.

We are planning to have an indicator in the lobby showing our progress. Please be a part of this fundraising effort. I thank you in
advance and I look forward to a successful outcome.
—Dorothy Kay
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Bulletin Board
February Events

Wine, Cheese & Karaoke
Purimspiel Rehearsals

Cantor Mendelson
Tu B’Shevat Seder
KRMH Food Donation Pickup
and Delivery

Feb. 4
Feb. 5, 8, 12, 15,
19, 22, 26
Feb. 11
Feb. 11
Feb. 26

Congratulations!

Linda Herman, on the recent birth of granddaughter
Willa Grace, daughter of Rebecca and Jared Simon

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
February 12 You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Emergencies
General Information
Other

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

4
5
7
8
9

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-2488-6130; fax:
202-488-314-7820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.

Upcoming in March
WRJ Meeting
Purimspiel
WRJ Book Club
Sinfonietta of Riverdale Concert
Social Action Meeting

Mar. 8
Mar. 12
Mar. 15
Mar. 19
Mar. 26

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for
updates.

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.

If you need transportation to and/or from services at the temple, please call the office at
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.
The Bulletin: Vol. 70, No. 6, February 2017. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
5 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

Nursery School News
There was a lot of talk about peace and
kindness and friendship this past month,
as we celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday. We had a wonderful allschool sing with Shara Yolkut and Cantor
Sharett-Singer. The children sang and
danced and ate muffins to celebrate Dr.
Kings’ work.
The Twos have been studying the cold weather. They have made
snow paintings out of glue and shaving cream, and they collaged
construction-paper hats. They made a giant snow globe outside
their classroom, with all their pictures inside the globe.
The Threes have been studying Dr. King and winter. They made a
beautiful dove with all their fingerprints together. They have been
learning about polar bears and will soon be studying dinosaurs.
Our Four-Year-Olds are studying the community. All three classes
are doing it differently. In UPK A, they are making a threedimensional Riverdale community. In UPK B, they are creating
their bedrooms, first drawing a sketch of how they look and then
creating a collage of their bedroom. In UPK C, they made a map
of Riverdale and also a giant castle out of boxes that they could
all get into.

Camp

This year we are having a camp for five weeks for Two- through
Five-Year-Olds. It will begin July 5 and run through August 4. The
Two-Year-Olds will go from 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., and the Three-,
Four-, and Five-Year-Olds, from 8:45 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. There will
be lots of projects, water, and planting. We think it will be great
fun!
If you are interested, please contact Linda Herman at nsdirector.
rtns@gmail.com.
February 10– Pajama Day

Events

March 1 – Dr. Seuss’s birthday

School Closings:

Closed for Winter Break: Feb. 20–24
School reopens on February 27.

Just a lovely quote… “Alone we can do so little; together we can
do so much.” —Helen Keller
—Linda Herman, Director

Tours

Tours have begun for the 2017–2018 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at
718-796-0335 or e-mail nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We have been
getting applications for next year, and we do have limited space.

Tot Shabbat Services

Tot Shabbat services usually take place twice a month on Friday (see the calendar on p. 2, as times vary). These
special services are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing and guitar playing. They
are family friendly and appropriate for all ages, especially children five years old and younger.
For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food allergies and kashrut observance
(all dishes will be labeled), but if you have specific concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at
michelleroos@gmail.com.

Religious and Hebrew School
Believe it or not, the Passover candy sale is starting! The Purimspiel
rehearsals have already begun, and Mitzvah Day looms on the
horizon.
This year the kids will be making signs about recycling, as the
synagogue tries to finally get on board the recycling train. Not
only will we be making a concerted effort to recycle paper,

plastic, cardboard, and metal, but also for the first time we will
be participating in the New York City composting program. Keep
an eye out for brown composting bins for all food trash. If the
Religious School kids can do it, so can we!

Babysitting Service

—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The temple now offers babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery School teachers) during Shabbat morning, so that parents may attend
the service, but babysitting will be provided only if there is enough interest. Please call the office or send an e-mail to rivtemple@aol.com (put
babysitting in subject line) and let us know if you will avail yourself of this service.
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
Greetings, friends. Please note that there will not be a WRJ meeting
in February. Our next meeting will take place on Wednesday,
March 8, at 7:30 p.m. in the West Lounge.
Our next Book Club meeting will take place
Wednesday, March 15, at 7:30 p.m. in the
West Lounge. Susan Cooper will lead the
discussion of the book In the Garden of
Beasts: Love Terror and an American Family
in Hitler’s Berlin by Erik Larson. (It is a
compelling read, which will resonate with
current political trends.)

WRJ thanks all those who make our Friday night onegs a
delicious and welcoming addition to our Friday night services.
The following dates are available if you would like to celebrate/
recognize a special occasion: Feb. 24; March 31; April 14; May
26; June 9,16, 23, 30. All Fridays in July. Please call Irene Brenner
(718-548-6558) if you would like to reserve a date.
—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

Men’s Club
I want to thank all the members of the Men’s Club who have sent in
their dues promptly. I also wish to acknowledge the generosity of
many who have sent in additional monies as well. Your continued
support is so important to our organization, and I am very grateful
to you.
For those of you who haven’t sent in their dues yet, please take a
moment to write a check to the Men’s Club. Annual dues remain
at $50.00, and we will accept whatever you can send. Your dues
contribution helps us to provide assistance to other groups in the
RT community as well as to help underwrite special events.

I am happy to report an increase in membership this year and I
hope to include the names of all contributing members in the next
issue. So please send in your payments as soon as possible.
We will be hosting an Extended Kiddush on February 11 in honor
of Cantor Jack Mendelson, this year’s artist-in-residence. Please
join us for the Shabbat morning service as well as for our musical
Havdalah and film screening at 6:00 p.m. on the 11th.
Finally, Jack Fisher says hello, and we hope to have him back at
Shabbat services very soon.
B’Shalom.

Save the Date!!! February 4, at 7:30 p.m.
Wine, Cheese & Karaoke

Come sing your heart out—you will leave singing and happy,
carrying you well into the next week!
Still only $10 per person

Temple provides snacks—BYOB

Recapture the joy of reading
through the JBI Library for
visually impaired, blind, and
reading-disabled individuals.
JBI is the world’s largest library of Jewish interest for people
of all ages and backgrounds who cannot read standard print,
offering fiction, history, biographies, periodicals, a concert and
lecture series, and much more, in audio, large print, and Braille,
all provided free of charge and delivered to your doorstep. JBI
Talking Books are available in English, Russian, Yiddish,
and other languages. Liturgical materials are available in all
formats. Call 1-800-433-1531. A librarian will be happy to
help. Or visit JBI’s website at www.jbilibrary.org. JBI has been
connecting the blind and visually impaired to the Jewish world
since 1931.
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—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Adult Education
It is the middle of winter, so despite the cold,
snow, and lots of rain, you can, in the comfort
of your own home and at your own pace, enjoy
this exploration. Have you ever heard a Yiddish
folktale and wished you could learn more
about it? Or learned a Yiddish song or danced
to a klezmer tune? Have you wondered how
these songs, tunes, and tales were collected and
shared? Here is an opportunity for us provided
by our partner, the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research:
Join Professor Itzik Gottesman for Folk Song, Demons, and the Evil
Eye, YIVO’s four-week online course on the folklore of Ashkenaz
and delve into the richness of Jewish folklore from Eastern Europe.
He will explore music, folktales, rituals, and superstitions. You’ll
meet golems, hear bobe-mayses, and listen to folk songs. The course
includes lectures, interviews, and discussions, as well as activities
for students. Special guests include Zev Feldman, a leading scholar
on Jewish music and dance, and culinary ethnographics expert
Eve Jochnowitz. Remember when Eve Jochnowitz came to the
Riverdale Temple last year to talk about “What Is Jewish Food?”
(One of the episodes from her cooking class is on the media section
of our website—take a look, yum yum.) It does not matter if you
register late, since it will all be on video for you to follow. Itzik
Gottesman is on the faculty of the Schusterman Center for Jewish
Studies at the University of Texas, Austin. As a folklorist, he directs
the blog “Yiddish Song of the Week,” which features rare field
recordings of Yiddish singers. Go to YIVO.org and get the details
about how to register for this online course.
Study with Rabbi Gardner: History of the Arab-Israeli Conflict.
What went on between the Arabs and Israelis and why? What
are the chances for peace today? This class meets once more, on

Tuesday, February 7, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the social hall.
Study with Cantor Sharett-Singer: Adult Hebrew Language
Class. The current six-week session began January 24. The
class was scheduled to meet on January 24 and 31 and will
meet on February 7, 14, 21, and 28. If you want to join, contact
CantorSharrett-Singer@Riverdaletemple.org
Coming Attractions for the YIVO Culture Series

Sunday, April 2. We happily welcome again David Fishman,
professor of Jewish history at the Jewish Theological Seminary,
who will introduce us to his new book, The Book Smugglers,
which tells the story of the Vilna ghetto inmates who rescued
Jewish cultural treasures from the Nazis and Soviets.
Sunday, June 11. A musical performance of Yiddish music and
songs and euphoric Klezmer fiddle music will feature Alicia
Svigals, a leading klezmer violinist, and Lauren Brody, who is a
pioneer of the klezmer revival in the United States and a founding
member of the groundbreaking band Kapelye.
—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee
The Chavurah will meet on February 25 (note that this is the fourth
Shabbat in February) to read and discuss the parashah Mishpatim.
In this portion Moses details many of God’s laws to the Israelites,
including worshiping other gods, kashrut, business ethics, and the
treatment of animals. God also gives the details for the celebration
of three holidays: Passover, Shavuot, and Sukkot. Then Moses goes
up to Mount Sinai to speak with God for 40 days, leaving Aaron
and Hur in charge on the plains below. Wonder what will happen?
All are welcome to participate in the reading and discussion of this
amazing portion.
—Dr. Ronna Weber

Social Action
Members of the Social Action Committee are busy starting to
make contacts and planning for Mitzvah Day 2017, on April 23.
We hope that choices for participation may include expansion
of different types of recycling activities, including our annual
Clothing Drive. We are coordinating with the Religious School,
rabbi, cantor, and parents.
There will be several ways for you, your children, family, and
friends to participate. We plan to send the registration forms out to
you in March so you can plan and register before Passover. (More
information on specific activities will come in the March bulletin.)
WHAT YOU CAN DO NOW:
1. During winter months, start to identify clothing items (men,
women, children—all seasons) that you would like to donate.
Also, share our plans to have the Clothing Drive during April,
culminating on April 23, 2017.

3. Share the date of Mitzvah Day with neighbors, family, and
friends. Start to think of activities in which you have participated
or might like to try this year.
4. Note that this month’s bulletin has a picture of the annual
Clothing Drive, coordinated by Rita Pochter Lowe (see below).
5. Contact Dr. Frances Segan, at 718-796-7166, if you would like
to help prior to Mitzvah Day with planning, mailing, or advertising.
KRMH Grocery Donations: Next delivery date will be February
26, at 11:30 a.m. Please donate needed proteins, peanut butter,
soups, pasta, rice, canned fruit, etc.
Next Social Action Meeting: Sunday, March 26, 2017, from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. in the first-floor conference room.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

2. Set aside travel-size toothpaste, shampoo, conditioner, lotion,
toothbrushes, combs, etc., that we can use for the grooming kits
for Hospice and Midnight Run recipients.
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Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations, Dorothy and Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Ephraim Bosgang

Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Karen and Rabbi Stephen
Franklin

Irene Brenner

Riverdale Temple’s kind and
generous support of my birthday
celebration

Jeanne Spiegel, Julian Spiegel, and
Stanley Sundheim, beloved mother
and grandfathers of Karen Franklin

Phil, Fanta, and Jared Clarke Riverdale Temple
Roslyn Levy

Irene Brenner’s birthday!

Ruth A. Loebmann

Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Yvette Marrin

Irene Brenner’s birthday!

Trygve Olson

Rabbi Gardner and family—
Hanukkah Sameach!

Mary Franklin, beloved grandmother
of Rabbi Stephen Franklin
Helene and Herbert Lewis Ethel B. Liebowitz, Ida and
Joseph Baron, beloved mother and
grandparents of Herbert Lewis
Joyce Liskin

Estelle Lasky, beloved mother

Ruth A. Loebmann

Henry and Erna Abrahamson,
cherished parents

Rita Pochter Lowe

New York Council for the YIVO Culture Series
Humanities

Rose Stranger Weiss, beloved
grandmother

Gail and Harriet Martin

Jennifer Raab and Michael Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support
Goodwin
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Roseanne Martin, beloved daughter
of Harriet Martin

Wendy J. Parker, M.D.

Kathy and Daniel Roger

Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Sol Dubrov and William Parker, 		
beloved grandfathers

Rita Pine

Margaret Sternberg, beloved mother

Judy Zucker

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah

David and Jeffrey
Zuckerman and families

Irene Brenner’s birthday!

Donor

In Memory

Thea and Dr. Robert Alfano Samuel J. Resnick, beloved father of
Thea Alfano
Steven R. Avedon

Netta Avedon, beloved family
member

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Sylvia Mills, beloved mother of
Susan Birnbaum

Peter E. Bloustein

Ari (Ariadne) Bloustein, beloved
wife

Manuela Bonnesen

Louise Amram, beloved mother

Bernice Brier

Frieda Margulies, beloved mother

Elaine C. Diamond

Herta Gottschalk, beloved mother

Phyllis and Jack Fisher

Blanche Breindel, beloved mother of
Phyllis Fisher

Lise Rapaport and Seamus Rose Kantor and Joseph Rapaport,
McCaffery
beloved grandmother and father of
Lise Rapaport
Martin Schneider

Estelle Weiss, beloved sister

Denise and Jeffrey
Schwartz

Leonard Selk, beloved family friend
of Denise and Jeffrey Schwartz

Donald M. Schwartz

Leonard Selk

Laurie and Richard
Whitehill

Betty G. Levene, beloved mother of
Laurie Whitehill

Kol Nidre Appeal

Thank you for your Kol Nidre pledges. To those of you who haven’t responded yet, please do your part to be part of the whole!
We would love to have 100 percent participation! No donation is too small!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in the March issue of the Bulletin.
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Condolences

To

On the loss of

Renee Gallay

Jonathan Rosenthal, dear family friend

The Departed Whom We Now Remember
February Yahrzeit Observances

2
2
2
3
4
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
7
8
8
8
9
10
10

Sheryl Gilman
Benjamin Krisiloff
Bruce Silverman
Mac Stern
Herbert Aaron
Louis Friedman
Elaine Heller
Sara B. Merson
Leon Rabinowitz
Frieda Steinhauser
Lore Kornberg
Abe Molsky
Margaret Oppenheimer
Isidor Rosenblum
Harry Slade
Rose M. Evans
Charles Goldberg
Ralph Hochroth
Grace Kahn
Muriel Kaufman
Jonathan Daniel Kirp
Werner Spatz
Jacob Weinberg
Ida Baron
Eppie Begleiter
Clara Frischer
Max Kaplan
Jerome Kern
Martin Marsh
Lillian Salb
Michael Wile
Frieda Kaplan
Abraham J. Lester
Sinclair Waldstein
Selma Leslie
Sallee Brust
Nettie J. Fondiller

10
10
10
10
11
12
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
19

Jenny Seelig
Dorothea J. Steindl
Henry Taig
Bella Weingarten
Dorothy Goldman
Pauline Seeferblatt
Adele Baltuch Blum
Abe Horowitz
Burt Jaeger
George Aronson
Seraphine Fellner Hirschl
Jay Jacobson
Nat Rosenblatt
Lottie Samuels
Sarah L. Schneiderman
Charles Jaffe
Margot Manasse
John J. Spath Sr.
Theodore Corn
Gussie Gold
Leopold Hirschl
Jacob Lowenthal
Abraham Perchick
Brana Rozenfeld
Mildred Segan
Harry Shatin
Philip S. Birnbaum
Gussie Gold
Ray B. Horowitz
Irving Sorger
Wallace R. Cotton
Pearl Liebling
Irma Loebmann
Augusta G. Patek
George Joseph Small
Jeanne Arnowich
Ethel Y. Aronson

19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
24
25

David Drexler
Morris Hoffman
Rebecca Jacobson
Martin Kaplin
Adele Locke
Lillian G. Meltzer
Natalie Reibeisen
Frieda Schneider
Jack Wittenberg
Isabelle Funtleyder
Harry Goldberger
Susan Popick
Rosina Rosenfeld
Theresa Russo
Robert Simmons
Max Belkind
Anna Davidoff
Carl Fisher
Joseph Gilman
Tillie Kaplan
Joseph Baron
Fred A. Glass
Hetta Mouber
Mollie Rabinowitz
Hyman Siminowitz
Celia Turoff
Samuel H. Fondiller
Morris Gargle
Yetta Hochroth
Daniel Robert Platzner
Ethel Ruth Davis
Philip Levine
Sondra Rechy
Richard Spath
Henrietta Sperling
Sybil Turner
Clara Bruck

25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
28
28

Jean Mills
Edith Rattner
Sheldon Wiener
Ira Adler
Michael Altman
Anna Brown
Max Cohen
Philip Dubrow
Carole Friedman
Robert G. Golbach
Rose Goldshein
Louis Ranfeld
Louis Schulman
Jerry Spitz
Fannie Wolmer
Alice Samuela Brown
Samuel Hollander
Samuel Janow
Alice Leinwand
Samuel Silverman
Leo Breier
David Egel
Gertrude Golden
Bernard Philip Gray
Joseph Herman
Ruth Markowitz
Max Tager

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling, you good search
by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in “Riverdale Temple.com.” Thank you
in advance for your participation.
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Come one! Come All! Musicians! Artists! Directors! Actors! Singers! Join the music,
merriment, and mayhem of Purim. Come join the Riverdale Temple Players producing
another smash-hit Purimspiel.
This year the story of Esther will be set to the music of the great Andrew Lloyd Webber!
All thespians and wannabe thespians are welcome.
Can you sing? Can you play an instrument? Can you collect or make props, costumes,
or design a program? Do you like fooling around in the theater? Contact Helen Krim at
347-275-5472 or helen.krim@gmail.com. And let’s have some fun!

Purimspiel Rehearsals
Sun. Feb. 5
Noon–2:00 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 8
7:00–8:30 p.m.
Sun. Feb. 12 Noon–2:00 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 15 7-8:30 p.m.
Sun. Feb. 19 Noon–2:00 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 22 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Sun. Feb. 26 Noon–2:00 p.m.
Wed. Mar. 1
7:00–8:30 p.m.
Sun. Mar. 5
9:30–11:30 a.m.
		
dress rehearsal
Sun. Mar. 12 9:30–11:30 a.m.
		
Service, Megillah reading,
		
and Purimspiel

	
  

	
  

	
  

A Seder in February?
4 cups of wine?
Special food?

Yes! It's a Tu B’Shevat Seder!
“tastings” of fruit, nuts, and wine

WRJ is pleased to invite you to join
Rabbi Gardner, Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer,
and the Riverdale Temple family
as we symbolically celebrate
•the new year of trees
•the produce of trees
•the changing seasons
When: February 11, 2017
following the Shabbat morning service Extended Kiddush

Riverdale Temple is a registered nonprofit on Amazon. When doing
your shopping online, log onto Amazon Smile, and the temple will get
a share of the proceeds.
Use the link below in your browser:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1869317
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BRONX, NY 10471
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Riverdale Temple

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
E-mail: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
Rabbi of the Congregation
Thomas A. Gardner, B.A., M.A., M.A.H.L.

Co-Presidents of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna
Dr. L. Michael Griffel
Nursery School Executive Director
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Margaret Ross Griffel, Ph.D.
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Shelley Ast, Susan Birnbaum,
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Inbal Sharett-Singer
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