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Feb. 6
Feb. 13
Feb. 20
Feb. 27

Feb. 7
Feb. 14
Feb. 21
Feb. 28

Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Chavurah following service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Dear Temple Family,
One of the great strengths of Riverdale Temple is the participation of
our congregants in conducting our sacred services. Rachel Radna, our
president, has served as our cantor on more occasions than I can count.
Especially during the summers, numerous members take part in leading the
worship services, including offering “divrei Torah.” On several Shabbatot
one of our congregants, Dr. Craig Katz, a psychiatrist by profession, has
delivered an interpretation of the weekly Torah portion. He offered to do
so on the Shabbat during Chanukah, and his words continue to echo in
my mind. In fact, shortly after that Shabbat, I was packing up the dozen
or so pairs of Shabbat candlesticks I have accumulated over the years in
preparation for moving to Rochester. I found myself moved to tears as I
reflected on the history of each pair and asked Craig if we could include his
words in our monthly bulletin.
I did ask if we could delete the last paragraphs, but he gently insisted that
I submit the entire sermon. I do not want us to spend the rest of our months
together bemoaning our upcoming separation; I want Riverdale Temple
to look forward, optimistically and enthusiastically, to an exciting future.
Yet I also accept Dr. Katz’s observation that tears are a necessary part of
the changes we go through in life, and so I thank him for his fascinating
discussion of the Torah portion for Shabbat during Chanukah and express my
gratitude for supplying me with a new memory that will add to the warmth
and beauty (and, yes, tears) of my future Chanukah celebrations.
—Rabbi Judith Lewis

Dvar Torah, December 20, 2014		

The chanukiyot from the Chanukah service in
December. –Photo by Otto Kucera
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The Rabbi’s Column

Worship Services (also see p. 6)
Fridays
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service,
Professional Choir

February 2015 (5775)

Parashat Miketz

This week we have arrived at that iconic portion of Genesis where Jacob’s
sons, minus Benjamin and of course minus Joseph, travel to Egypt in search
of grain to bring back to Jacob. Famine has struck Canaan, and the ten sons
go off searching for food with which to survive. Of course, they encounter
Joseph in his role as a leader in Egypt, having been anointed to this role after
impressing Pharaoh with his ability to interpret dreams. They do not know it is
Joseph, and he puts them to several tests to see whether his brothers can now
be trusted after jealousy had years earlier driven them to sell him into slavery.
Of course, Joseph knew these were his brothers and was clearly battling
the rush of emotions that came with this realization. Like an audience in a
Shakespearean play, we are privy to how Joseph scurries off to cry in private
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3 Adar 5775
Presidents’ Week Break
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7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting
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potluck lunch

17 Shevat 5775
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:15 pm Family
Shabbat Service
with potluck dinner

16 Shevat 5775
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
with the Rabbi
4:00 pm Hebrew School

15 Shevat 5775
Nursery School
7:30 pm Purimspiel
rehearsal

6

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

February 2015

and then returns to resume coolly dictating to the brothers the terms
under which they can buy his grain. In a subsequent passage just
beyond today’s portion, he again rushes away to cry when his
brothers return as commanded with his younger brother, Benjamin.
This time, we see him so humanly wash his face of his tears in order
to help compose himself. And, when he finally reveals himself to his
eleven brothers, Joseph weeps before them. In short, Joseph cried a
lot, and it is crying that I want to focus on today.
I was able to find a recounting of prior moments of tears in the
Torah. It all starts with Hagar’s tears as she abandons Ishmael in
the wilderness after they were banished from Abraham’s home.
Then come Abraham’s own tears over the death of Sarah. Esau
will cry upon learning of Jacob’s having deceptively secured
Isaac’s deathbed blessing. Jacob next takes his first turn at crying,
presumably from a mix of excitement and romance, when he
meets Rachel. Jacob and Esau then strike up a duet of tears when
they finally reunite and reconcile rather than battle. Finally, Jacob
weeps with grief when his sons deceive him about the death of
Joseph. Indeed, it has been suggested that Jacob had a particular
penchant for crying that Joseph went on to inherit.
Joseph’s tears were on my mind last night at the Shabbat
evening service as the rabbi pointed out that this week’s portion
always falls during Chanukah. As I stole repeated glances at the
fifteen chanukiyot that glowed from the windowsill following
our community candle-lighting (see photo, p. 1), the diversity of
their shapes and sizes struck me as the very embodiment of our
synagogue’s diversity—big and small; stylized and plain; storebought, handcrafted, and homemade. Then as my mind wandered,
I had another thought about the candles themselves—they seem to
cry as they drip their wax. My initial instinct was to recoil at such
party pooping, but then I decided to learn about candles.
Does anyone know how candles work? It is an elegant science
unto itself. When we light the wick, it is able to continue to burn
because the wax acts as fuel. As the flame burns, it melts the topmost
wax, which then gets sucked up the wick by a process that I think is
like convection or capillary action to provide fuel for the flame. A
dripless candle can be accomplished in several ways but a common
way involves adjusting the diameter of the wick. If the wick is too
thick, it draws up melted wax so quickly that the candle exhausts
itself too soon. If the wick is too thin, it cannot draw up wax quickly
enough, and so the wax pools, extinguishing the candle.
Dripless candles are coveted because they make no mess. No
need to line the surface with aluminum foil as we all did last night
here in the temple in a way that not only reminded me of my own
home but also made me think there must be mention of tin foil
somewhere in the Bible. Dripless candles also mean there is no
need to carve away globules of hardened wax that cling for their
lives to the candleholders and body of the chanukiyah.
Candle experts out there tell us that driplessness ultimately
comes down to something very philosophical—they say it comes
down to balance. Balance between the wick size and the candle
diameter. And now I return to Joseph. When he was decreeing

to his unknowing brothers the conditions for getting grain out of
him, he was the poised, dripless candle. When he cried, he was
anything but balanced, spilling his tears like wax overflowing from
a hapless dripping candle.
This all makes me grateful that we have not devolved into a
world of dripless candles despite their ease and grace. Logic would
say we should. But, I literally just now have come to realize how
very human and very beautiful dripping candles are. They stain
surfaces with their tears, leaving a trace of themselves and a story
behind—depending upon our fastidiousness, maybe even layers of
Chanukah nights and Chanukah seasons. In those drips lie so many
colors and shapes and a near permanence of spirit and body that
the fragile candle never even hints at.
And, who is to say whether they are necessarily tears of sadness?
As we watch the candles burn, don’t we experience a range of
emotion—the ageless, even instinctual, excitement at the birth of
the flame; the comfort of watching them burn; and the pang of
grief when they snuff out with a poof and a wisp? The whole life
cycle in the span of a candle on a Chanukah night. And, of course,
fire itself illuminates as much as it burns.
I am at first tempted to chide the Torah for portraying Joseph’s
need to conceal his emotions until he could not. I cannot help but
think this somehow set the tone for our expectations for millennia of
leaders to come that say neither they nor other respected members
of society can be emotional or even have emotions. I just saw a
posting on an Internet news site declaring, with an exclamation
point, how the recent leak of e-mails from Sony revealed that Alex
Trebek, the host of the game show Jeopardy, had once considered
leaving the show. But, what else can we expect from someone who
has held a job for three decades? It would be news if he never had
any such second thoughts, so where do we find the time and energy
to devote to trumpeting that he did?
On the other hand, in today’s portion, Joseph demonstrates that
there is a time and place for sharing one’s emotions. He does not
trust his brothers with his feelings before he decides he can trust
them. Then, he lets it all out. Sometimes there is a place for dripless
candles. I just do not think the Torah advocates for a steady diet of
leading our lives as if we were dripless candles.
This week we saw a living example of this very point right here in
our own congregation. (And, in getting around to this subject, I hope
I am not taking undue liberties.) Everyone in this sanctuary has read
the rabbi’s letter explaining her resignation. Even in her writing,
her words come out like gasps barely finding their way through her
sobs. The tears roll, the candle drips, and she, and we, search out the
emotions therein. We each grieve the loss at hand. We feel respect
for what she has done and meant here at the temple. And, we are
inspired by the example of a daughter whose filial duty and love
call her to Rochester as her rabbinical calling once brought her to
Riverdale. Let none of us, and here I respectfully include the rabbi
and her family, spare any emotion, public or private, in the unfolding
of this Torah-worthy story of a latter day reunion.
—Craig L. Katz, M.D.

The President’s Column

Guest Columnist Ronni Stolzenberg, Trustee, Riverdale Temple
On March 4, the 14th of Adar, we will celebrate the festival of
Purim. According to the Megillah, or the Book of Esther, after he

saved the Persian Jewish community from destruction, Mordechai
directed the Jews to observe Purim with “days…of sending portions
one to another.” Now, it is customary to send gifts of baked goods
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and wine—Mishloach Manot—to our friends and family at Purim.
Last year the WRJ shopped, baked, wrapped, stuffed, and collated
to bring a new tradition of Mishloach Manot to our temple family.
All of us received a bag stuffed to overflowing with candy, homebaked goods, hamantaschen, and wine, to enjoy with our families,
whether we donated or not. That’s because some Riverdale Temple
members generously gave gifts to all—or some—of their fellow
members. It was a lot of hard work for us, but the surprise and
delight on our members’ faces when they received their gifts made
it well worth it. AND we raised several thousand dollars toward
the WRJ’s annual gift to the temple.
Some members felt a stab of guilt (we’re Jews, after all) when they
received their gifts and realized that they had failed to participate
in the giving. Fortunately, the WRJ is making it possible for our
temple membership to partake of Mishloach Manot again at the
same more-than-reasonable prices. The charge is $5.00 per name.

So, for example, if you indicate 10 names, your cost will be $50.
If you wish to send gifts to the entire congregation, the cost
is still only $180.
Gift bags will be available for all (in the temple office) starting
Sunday, March 1, until and through our Purim Services on
Wednesday evening, March 4. Services begin at 6:30 p.m.
Please make your check out to WRJ of Riverdale Temple and
enclose the list of names of fellow Riverdale Temple members you
wish to receive Mishloach Manot. No addresses are necessary.
You may also pay online at www. riverdaletemple.org (indicate
in the notes the names you are sending gifts to).
Please send your order no later than February 15.
Thank you for joining us again in a warm and generous Jewish
tradition.
Chag sameach!
—Ronni Stolzenberg, Co-chair, Mishloach Manot, WRJ

An Opportunity to Share!
Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a Yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with
our congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner.

Virtual Water Cooler
Do you have something you’d like to discuss with Rabbi Lewis but do not have the time to come in and meet with her personally?
Send her a message through our website at http://riverdaletemple.org/community-rd/conversation-with-rabbi-lewis. While you are
there, also stop by our “virtual water cooler” or take a look at some great pictures!
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Bulletin Board

February Events

Purimspiel Rehearsals
Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi
Why Be Jewish?
Knitting for Charity, Fun and Games

A Closer Look at Reform Judaism
KRMH Food Delivery

Feb. 1, 4, 8, 10, 22, 26
Feb. 5, 12, 26
Feb. 8
Feb. 10

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Rabbi Lewis would greatly appreciate hearing from members
of the congregation who may be facing health issues or other
emotional stresses and might welcome a pastoral visit or
phone conversation. Please call her at 718-548-3800, ext. 4, if
there is any way in which she can provide assistance.

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
February 15. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Caring Committee

When you become aware of a member’s illness or accident,
or a fellow congregant’s passing, PLEASE call the office or
e-mail rivtemple@aol.com promptly with details, including the
person’s relationship to you or others. This will enable the Caring
Committee to take action accordingly.
Riverdale Temple
Telephone Extensions
(718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantorial Intern
Emergencies
General Information
Other

Congratulations!

4
5
7
8
9

Lucy Mandel and parents Susan and Andy Mandel on Lucy’s
Bat Mitzvah celebration.

Riverdale Temple House Committee
Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. If
you are willing to join the committee, please contact Helen
Krim at helen.krim@gmail.com.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka Meed
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more information and
to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to www.ushmm.
org/remembrance/registry. Send the completed form to Registry
of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC
20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-314-7820; e-mail:
registry@ushmm.org.
If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

services

Feb. 12
Feb. 22

at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Friday Evening and Saturday Morning Services
The first Friday night service of each month, which begins at 6:15 p.m. and is called Family Shabbat, aims to be a
lively service filled with songs and stories and is directed primarily at families with young children. As in the past,
it features our Junior Choir and is followed by a potluck dinner. Our other Friday night services also begin at 6:15
p.m., with the singing of a special series of Psalms that usher in Shabbat, followed at 6:30 p.m. by the formal evening
service.
Feb. 6
Feb. 13
Feb. 20
Feb. 27

Fridays
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat
6:15 p.m. Family Shabbat Service with potluck
dinner
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
6:15 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service, Professional Choir

Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Chavurah following service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Feb. 7
Feb. 14
Feb. 21
Feb. 28

Nursery School News
It has occurred to me how lucky the Nursery
School is to have a wonderful indoor playroom
because with our cold temperatures of late we have
not ventured out to the playground on a regular
basis. At all of my prior positions, the preschool has
had to compete for the use of a multipurpose room.
Sometimes it was available to us, but more often
it was not. It’s so hard to explain to children that
they will be stuck in their classroom, however fun and spacious,
for the whole school day. At one of my schools, the room was
always available to us because no one else wanted to go down to
the subbasement and use it. It was a last resort for us.

The days are beginning to lengthen, which is a good sign. Just
the other day, I was speaking to someone who is not a nativeborn American. She asked me which day it is that the beaver is
pulled out of the ground and tells us about winter. It really made
me laugh, but it’s really no sillier than taking a groundhog out of
his cozy burrow. Nevertheless, we will be watching Punxsutawney

Phil on February 2 and will learn, as we do each year, that we
will definitely have six more weeks of winter. So far, the Nursery
School has not had any snow-day closings, which is helpful, since
we really do not want to extend school into July!

The children are immersed in winter projects. They are making
hibernating bears, penguins on snowflakes, abstract and colorful
snowflakes on coffee filters, and so many winter-themed projects. We
have a brand new bulletin board in our school hallway. The threes
classes have displayed their snowman art projects. Take a look at
them if you have a moment. They’re all unique and adorable.
We are in the process of creating a new website, which will
feature a wealth of information about the school.
We will be closed for Presidents’ Week from February 16 to
February 20.
Stay warm,

—Suzanne Boydstun, Nursery School Director

Religious School/Hebrew School
The Riverdale Temple religious school continues to hum along,
learning about and celebrating the holidays and ceremonies of
the Jewish year and exploring history, texts, customs, and rituals.
Some of you may have noticed the trifold presentation boards
decorating our lobby during the past month. It has always been
my experience that as students reach adolescence, Hebrew School
becomes a favorite place to “act out.”
Here at Riverdale Temple, however, we have two wonderful,
dedicated, and creative teachers who channel the energy of the
Thursday afternoon “gang” of adolescents into a meaningful
exploration of Judaism. Dorit Nivens (a teacher at Kinneret
during the day) and Shay Held (a teacher at the Heschel School
in Manhattan) teach our Thursday students both the Hebrew skills
required to prepare for their b’nei mitzvah ceremonies and general
Jewish studies in innovative ways.
The Chanukah presentations were of “heroes” (giborim in
Hebrew—as in the Chanukah anthem Mi Yimaleil, which proclaims

that “in every age a hero or sage came to our aid”). I was proud
of the heroes our students chose to acknowledge—and learned a
thing or two as well. I hope you all shared in my nachas when
you saw their work in our lobby. The future looks promising if we
consider the quality of our young people!
—Rabbi Judith Lewis

Religious School

Feb. 1
Feb. 8

Feb. 15 no school—
Presidents’ Week Break
Feb. 22 no school—
Presidents’ Week Break
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Hebrew School
Feb. 5

Feb. 12

Feb. 19 no school—
Presidents’ Week Break
Feb. 26

Combined Activity of Knitting for Charity, Fun and Games

In addition to knitting for Warm Up America,
we are also knitting caps for Israeli soldiers.
Bring board games, mah jongg, Scrabble, etc. Bring your knitting or any
handiwork. Bring friends for an evening of fun and games.
February 10, 2015
7:00–9:00 p.m. in the West Lounge

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
As we begin a new year, WRJ is energized by its continued
collaborations with the Nursery School and Religious School
families. The December Chanukah events: a Chanukah Party/
Latke Fry-off/Crafts Day and the Menorah-thon 2014 brought
together an intergenerational mix representing the entire Riverdale
Temple family.

In the spring we look forward to your continued participation
and support of WRJ activities. Whether you are an observer or
participant, Riverdale Temple’s annual Purimspiel, Sunday, March
8, is always the best show in town! And once again, WRJ will help
you to celebrate Purim with friends and family by participating
in its Second Annual Mishloach Manot
fundraiser. These Purim “goodies bags”
will be assembled and ready for you to
pick up and enjoy after the reading of the
Megillah on Erev Purim, March 4.
Three of WRJ’s “oldies but goldies,”
the Women’s Seder (Sunday, March 22)
and the lay-led Shabbat service guided
by Rabbi Lewis, combined with the
WRJ member appreciation luncheon
(Saturday, June 13) are also in the
planning stages. New this spring is Riverdale Temple’s First
Annual Mah Jongg Tournament, Sunday, May 3. Don’t know how
to play? Haven’t played in years? No problem! Dorothy Feldman
and Susan Birnbaum will be offering lessons for beginners and
“reviewers.” Details to follow.

WRJ thanks all its members who continue to sponsor and host the
lovely onegs after Friday night services. Whether to commemorate
a yahrzeit, share a simcha, or mark another special occasion, the
oneg provides an opportunity to meet your fellow congregants and
be part of the Riverdale Temple community. The following Friday
night dates are open and available for your sponsorship: April 10;
May 15; June 12, 19, 26. Please call the temple administrator, Terri
Truesdale, at 718-548-3800 (ext. 1), to reserve a date for your
special occasion.

SAVE THE DATES

Sunday, March 22, Women’s Seder

Sunday, May 3, Mah Jongg Tournament

Saturday, June 13, Lay-led Shabbat service and WRJ member
appreciation luncheon
Please plan to attend the WRJ meetings, the first Tuesday of
each month. Your voice and presence are most welcome.
—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

WRJ Book Club Feb. 24, 7:30 p.m. Title to
be announced. Check your e-mail and the
Riverdale Temple website for more information.

Please be reminded that WRJ is considering your ideas for the
best way to honor Elaine Katz through WRJ donations received in
her name. Your ideas are important to us.

Save the Date
The Sinfonietta of Riverdale Presents a Free Family Concert
Sunday, March 15, 2:00 p.m. at Riverdale Temple (social hall)
The one-hour program is for children of all ages (esp. 4 to 12), their parents, and their grandparents, and anyone who is a child at
heart! It is hosted by conductor Mark Mandarano, who will provide entertaining, interactive, and educational insights. The concert
will feature musicians of the Sinfonietta performing a variety of music from Beethoven to Britten.
Sponsored by Assemblyman Jeffery Dinowitz through funds from the NY State Dept. of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation.
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Adult Education
	
  

We are pleased to remind you
at this time to SAVE THE
	
   DATES for the YIVO Culture
series presentations coming
this spring. The two lectures have been scheduled to take place on
Sunday, March 29, and Sunday, May 31, at 2:00 p.m. As in the
past, they will take place in the Riverdale Temple sanctuary. We
are fortunate that because of a grant of support by the Plaza Jewish
Community Chapel and other donors, it is possible this year to
make them available at no cost to the attendees. We are working
with the YIVO to identify the speakers for the programs, to be
announced in the next issue of the bulletin.
We urge individuals who want to contribute to the ongoing success
of producing the YIVO Culture Lecture Series to let me know of
your interest in further information or make a contribution to the
series (online at the temple website, www.riverdaletemple.org, or
send to the YIVO Culture Series at Riverdale Temple). This support
makes it possible to cover the expenses of presenting experienced
scholars who are especially knowledgeable in the subject areas the
YIVO Culture Series presents, topics that include Jewish culture,
history, music, and theater. The YIVO draws our speakers from its
wide network of scholars.
If you have not as yet had a chance to visit the Museum of the
City of New York to see the exhibit developed by the YIVO called
Letters to Afar (the subject of our last lecture), make sure to take
advantage of this unusual opportunity to view the personal home
videos that were taken in the 1930s by family and friends in
Poland. They are represented to us as windows to the past. This
exhibit will continue at the museum until March 22. The museum
is at 103rd Street and Fifth Avenue.
The Adult Hebrew Language Class, taught by Elaine Atzmon,
began its new cycle on January 20. You can register for the class at

Mitzvah Day

this point in time if you have knowledge of the Hebrew alphabet
and at least a rudimentary knowledge of Hebrew. This class is for
beginners but has already had several sessions. The cost is $90
for each six-class segment. The current enrollees urge you to join
what for them has been a very stimulating and important learning
experience.
Study with Rabbi Lewis

Lunch and Learn continues from noon to 1:00 p.m. every
Thursday this month (except for Feb. 19) in the rabbi’s study.
Why Be Jewish? meets monthly on a Sunday morning at 10:30
a.m. in the ballroom. This month the class will be held on Sunday,
February 8.
A Closer Look at Reform Judaism meets monthly on a Thursday
evening at 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the social hall, this month on
February 12.
—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair Adult Education Committee

The Chavurah will meet on February 7, following the Shabbat
service. The portion for that week is Yitro, a reading full of
meaning for the Judaism we practice today. In the third month after
the exodus from Egypt, the Eternal One calls to Moses and tells
him to prepare the people for a great revelation on Mount Sinai—
the central episode in Judaism. Other faiths are based on religious
revelation, but the revelation was to an individual. Only in Judaism
is the revelation given to an entire nation, those who were there
and those who are yet to come. Moreover, the Eternal teaches that
holiness derives from encounters with Him through study; it is not
intrinsic to locations like Mount Sinai. Join us for a potluck dairy
lunch followed by study of this important chapter in the Torah.
—Ronna Weber, Ph.D.

April 19, 2015

Please plan to participate and help!

Save the Date
Women’s Seder, Sunday, March 22
7:00–9:00 p.m.

Another way to raise money for the temple painlessly—instead of googling, you
good search at www.goodsearch.com/
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Purimspiel on Sunday, March 8, 2015
Purimspiel Rehearsal Schedule
February
Feb. 1, Sunday, noon
Feb. 4, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 8, Sunday, noon
Feb. 10, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 15, Sunday—Religious School Break—no rehearsal
Feb. 19, Thursday—Religious School Break—no rehearsal
Feb. 22, Sunday, noon
Feb. 26, Thursday, 7:30 p.m.

Save the Date

Saturday, April 25
As Riverdale Temple pays tribute to
the Honorable G. Oliver Koppell
First-generation temple member and public servant
Shabbat Service, catered luncheon
Invitation to follow

Men’s Club
The next Men’s Club meeting is Sunday, February 8, 2015, at 10:30 a.m.

—Steve Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
We have already started the process of contacting participating
agencies for the April 19 Mitzvah Day. If you can volunteer time
to help with mailing registration forms in late February, please let
us know. Now is also the time to think about the types of activities
you would like to help with, and if you can help coordinate an
activity (gardening, preparing grooming kits, making bagged
lunches, sorting clothing, preparing potted plants for people in a
hospice/nursing home, etc.).
KRMH Grocery Delivery Dates: Feb. 22 and March 22 at 11:45
a.m.

annual clothing collection. You can start to look at your closets
and see items for men, women, and children that you may want
to donate (all seasons). If you need to donate clothing at other
times, one resource is the Unique Thrift Shop on W. 234th Street
off Broadway. It has a parking lot and will give you a receipt.
Save the date: BJCC is looking for volunteers to deliver kosher
Passover packages from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. on Sunday, March 22.
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Clothing collection: For Mitzvah Day, we plan to hold our
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Contributions
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations

Donor	In Honor
Renee I. Gallay

Rochelle and David
Greenfield
Nina Krauthamer and
Charles Blum
Ruth A. Loebmann
Amy Leff and Adam
Temple

granddaughter Rachel Gallay’s bat
mitzvah

Riverdale Temple, for its ongoing
support of the Riverdale Jewish 		
community
Rabbi Judith Lewis and Riverdale
Temple for everything you did for
Dr. Ellen Rae Batt

Riverdale Temple, for my aliyah on
Shabbat Miketz

Suzanne L. Aptman
Shirley Auerbach

Susan and Howard
Birnbaum

Julian Spiegel and Stanley
Sundheim, beloved grandfathers of
Karen Franklin
Ben Krisiloff, beloved father of
Beverly Hamada

Rosanne Martin, beloved daughter of
Harriet Martin

Elias Blaustein, beloved
grandfather

Howard Auerbach, beloved
husband

Sarah Silverstein, beloved mother
Sylvia Mills, beloved mother of
Susan Birnbaum

Susan and Peter Cannold

Melvin I. Cannold, beloved father
of Peter Cannold

Phyllis and Jack Fisher

Jeanne Spiegel, beloved mother of
Karen Franklin

Samuel Resnick, beloved father of
Thea Alfano

Louise Amram, beloved mother

Elaine C. Diamond

Beverly and Irving
Hamada

Mary Franklin, beloved grandmother
of Rabbi Stephen Franklin

Ben Lipton, beloved father of James
Lipton

Manuela Bonnesen
Bernice Brier

Karen and Rabbi Stephen
Franklin

Jill and James Lipton
Riverdale Temple: Happy 		
Chanukah!
Ruth A. Loebmann

Donor	In Memory
Thea and Robert Alfano

Donor	In Memory

Frieda Margulies, beloved mother

Ira Handwerger, beloved father of
Susan Cannold

Hertha Gottschalk, beloved mother
Blanche Breindel, beloved mother
of Phyllis Fisher

Gail and Harriet Martin
Audrey Ott

Martin Schneider

Beatrice and Howard
Seelig

Erna Abrahamson, beloved mother

Henry Abrahamson, beloved father

Elaine Katz

Estelle Weiss, beloved sister

Celia and Milton Seelig, beloved
parents of Howard Seelig

Dr. Frances Segan

Ellen Batt

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Phyllis Platzner, beloved sister

Deborah Simmons
Laurie and Peter
Waldstein

Laurie and Richard
Whitehill
Amy and Steven
Zelkowitz

Alfred E. Simmons, beloved father
Sidney Sommers, beloved father of
Laurie Waldstein

Shirley Waldstein, beloved mother
of Peter Waldstein
Betty Levene, beloved mother of
Laurie Levene-Whitehill

Mark Zelkowitz, beloved father of
Steven Zelkowitz

Please send in your Kol Nidre donations if you have not already done so. All the donors will be listed in a
future issue of the bulletin.
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Condolences

To

On the loss of

Gwen Fisher and Family

Lester Fisher, beloved husband, family member, founding member
of Riverdale Temple

Joyce Reiser, Debbie and Robert Herschenfeld, and
Sidney Reiser, beloved husband, father, grandfather, long-time member
David and Lisa Reiser, Lauren, Allison, Adam, and Dara of Riverdale Temple

The Departed Whom We Now Remember—February Yahrzeit Observances
1 Abraham J. Lester
1		Evelyn Wagner
2 Selma Leslie
3 Sallee Brust
3 Nettie J. Fondiller
3 Jenny Seelig
3 Dorothea J. Steindl
3 Mac Stern
3 Henry Taig
4 Herbert Aaron
4 Leon Claude Rabinowitz
5 Isidor Rosenblum
5 Pauline Seeferblatt
5 Harry Slade
6 Adele Baltuch Blum
6 Charles Goldberg
6 Jonathan Daniel Kirp
7 George Aronson
7 Clara Frischer
7 Seraphine Fellner Hirschl
7 Jay Jacobson
7 Jerome Kern
7 Michael Wile
8 Charles Jaffe
8 Frieda Kaplan
8 Margot Manasse
8 Sinclair Waldstein
9 Gussie Gold
9 Leopold Hirschl
9 Brana Rozenfeld
10 Philip S. Birnbaum
10 Ray B. Horowitz
10 Irving Sorger
10 Bella Weingarten
11 Wallace R. Cotton
11 Augusta G. Patek
11 George Joseph Small

12
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19

Ethel Y. Aronson
Rebecca Jacobson
Lillian G. Meltzer
Natalie Reibeisen
Frieda Schneider
Jack Wittenberg
Harry Goldberger
Abe Horowitz
Burt Jaeger
Max Belkind
Anna Davidoff
Carl Fisher
Joseph Gilman
Tillie Kaplan
Nat Rosenblatt
Lottie Samuels
Sarah L. Schneiderman
Joseph Baron
Hetta Mouber
John J. Spath Sr.
Celia Turoff
Theodore Corn
Samuel H. Fondiller
Morris Gargle
Yetta Hochroth
Jacob Lowenthal
Abraham Perchick
Mildred Segan
Harry Shatin
Clara Bruck
Pearl Liebling
Irma Loebmann
Ira Adler
Michael Altman
Jeanne Arnowich
Anna Brown
Max Cohen

19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
20
20
20
20
20
21
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
22
23
23
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
24
24
24

David Drexler
Philip Dubrow
Robert G. Golbach
Morris Hoffman
Martin Kaplin
Adele Locke
Louis Ranfeld
Louis Schulman
Fannie Wolmer
Isabelle Funtleyder
Samuel Hollander
Samuel Janow
Susan Popick
Rosina Rosenfeld
Samuel Silverman
Robert Simmons
Leo Breier
David Egel
Gertrude Golden
Bernard Philip Gray
Max Tager
Fred A. Glass
Benjamin Harris
Mollie Rabinowitz
Hyman Siminowitz
Solomon Fried
Mildred Janow
Daniel Robert Platzner
Molly Retman
Werner Spatz
Conrad Weiner
Marilyn Freiman
Philip Levine
Sondra Rechy
Richard Spath
Henrietta Sperling
Sybil Turner

25
25
25
25
26
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
28

Isaac P. Aronson
Jean Mills
Edith Rattner
Sheldon Wiener
Carole Friedman
Rose Goldshein
Masha Mallin
Nathan B. Spear
Jerry Spitz
Esther Amram
Alice Samuela Brown
Jean Friedenberg
Alice Leinwand
Ida Stam
Sophie Batt
Felix Carlson
Joseph Herman
Lillian Hirshowitz

Otto Kucera is pleased to inform the congregation that he is now affiliated with Plaza Jewish Community Chapel
630 Amsterdam Ave., New York, NY 10024
212-769-4400
PlazaJewishCommunityChapel.org
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Riverdale Temple
4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471
Address Correction Requested

Riverdale Temple

President of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

Organist/Director of Music
Arnold Ostlund Jr., B.Mus.

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
patron of the Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion

Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
E-mail: rivtemple@aol.com
Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
Rabbi of the Congregation
Rabbi Judith S. Lewis
Rabbi Emeritus of the Congregation
Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin, D.D., D.H.L.
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