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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Dec. 4
Dec. 11
Dec. 18
Dec. 25
Dec. 5
Dec. 12
Dec. 19
Dec. 26

Fridays
5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat with Jr. Choir
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Saturdays
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
with Professional Choir
Installation of Rabbi and Cantor
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Next YIVO Lecture
Sunday, December 6 (see p. 9)

Saturday morning,
December 19
Installation of Rabbi
and Cantor
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The Rabbi’s Column
As the days get colder, we warm ourselves up with holidays. American
Jews celebrate both Chanukah and Thanksgiving, often very close to each
other. A few years ago, they were actually at the same time, something that
will not happen again until 2070. And, of course, no one in America can
completely ignore Christmas.
What do Chanukah and Thanksgiving have in common? They were both
inspired by Sukkot! The Pilgrims were full of gratitude that they finally
were producing food. They decided to have a feast to celebrate, just as
in the Torah we are told to celebrate the Feast of Booths at harvest time.
As for Chanukah, when the Temple in Jerusalem was rededicated, people
were upset that they had missed Sukkot, their favorite holiday, by only
a few months. Therefore they created a new eight-day festival, this one
commemorating their military victory over the Seleucid Empire.
A tenuous connection? Not really. All three holidays are holidays
of gratitude. Sukkot and Thanksgiving for having enough food to last
through the winter, and Chanukah for defeating those forces that kept
us from following our religion. One of the symbols of Chanukah is gelt,
coins, because the first thing the Hasmoneans did when they defeated the
Seleucids was make their own money. The money the Seleucids used had
images of pagan gods. Jews were forced to handle pagan images in their
daily lives. The Hasmoneans made money with Jewish symbols, like a
menorah.
You might say that Chanukah is very different from Sukkot and
Thanksgiving. We should be grateful both for food and for the victory of
the Maccabees, but aren’t they on a different order of magnitude? It was
really kind of a miracle that a small band of rebels defeated the Seleucid
Empire. The land of Judah was ruled by Jews again, as it had not been for
hundreds of years. How does this compare to a satisfactory harvest?
One of the morning prayers said in Judaism is called Nissim b’chol yom,
everyday miracles. We give thanks to Gd for being able to get out of bed,
open our eyes, walk, and so on. We usually don’t think of them as miracles,
but why don’t we? Just because they do happen every day, we become used
to them. It is only when we become unable to do these simple things that
we really appreciate them.
For most of human existence, obtaining enough food to eat was the first
priority. It is only recently that there are large groups of people who do not
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continued on p. 3

15 Tevet 5776
No Religious School

27

20

8 Tevet 5776
9:30 am Religious School
10:30 am Social Action
Committee meeting
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal

13

1 Tevet 5776
9:30 am Religious School
9:30 am Great Latke
Fry-off
10:30 am Men’s Club
Meeting
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal

6

24 Kislev 5776
9:30 am Religious School
11:30 am Junior Choir
Rehearsal
2:00 pm YIVO Lecture
Series

Sunday

21

14

7

28

16 Tevet 5776
No Nursery School

9 Tevet 5776
Nursery School

2 Tevet 5776
Nursery School

25 Kislev 5776
1st Day of
Chanukah
Nursery School

Monday

29

22

10 Tevet 5776
Nursery School: last day
for 2s
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class
17 Tevet 5776
No Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
No Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class

8

1

15

3 Tevet 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm Adult Hebrew
Language Class

26 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School

19 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
Noon Lunch and Learn
4:00 pm Hebrew School
7:30 pm WRJ Meeting

Tuesday

9

30

18 Tevet 5776
No Nursery School

23

11 Tevet 5776
Nursery School:
half day for all
children; Chanukah
party for 3s, 4s, 2s
invited

16

4 Tevet 5776
Nursery School:
parent-teacher
conferences for 2s
and 3s; UPK in
session

27 Kislev 5776
Nursery School

2

20 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
6:30 pm Open
House for Nursery
School

Wednesday

19 Tevet 5776
New Year’s Eve
No Nursery School

12 Tevet 5776
No Nursery School

5 Tevet 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

28 Kislev 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

31

24

17

10

3

21 Kislev 5776
Nursery School: UPK
closed for Professional
Development
7:30 pm Membership
Committee Meeting

Thursday

14 Tevet 5776
Parashat Vayechi
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

26
25

19
13 Tevet 5776
Offices closed
(Christmas Day)
No Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

18

7 Tevet 5776
Parashat Vayigash
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Installation of Rabbi
and Cantor
Professional Choir
No Chavurah

12
11
6 Tevet 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

30 Kislev 5776
Parashat Miketz/
Chanukah
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

5

4
29 Kislev 5776
Nursery School: 2s
Chanukah party
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service
Chanukah
celebration

23 Kislev 5776
Parashat Vayeshev
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion

Saturday

22 Kislev 5776
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat
6:00 pm Junior
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Eve Service with
Junior Choir,
potluck dinner

Friday

December 2015

have to worry about starving to death. Even today, there are places
where most people still have to make food their first priority, and
even in first-world countries, even in our own neighborhood, there
are people who don’t have enough food.
The Pilgrims appreciated the miracle of a good harvest, because
they had not had enough food to last the previous winter. Many
of them died. We love Thanksgiving for the same reason we love
Chanukah: it is a chance to get together with our families. The
rituals of a big dinner or latkes or lighting the menorah are gravy,
if you will pardon the expression. They add focus to our gathering
and help distinguish these gatherings from other gatherings over
the course of the year. But I would bet a free spin of the dreidel that
we don’t really pay attention to the miracles.
In the first blessing after the Barechu, we thank Gd because,
“in His goodness Gd renews every day constantly the work of
creation.” The rabbis said this meant that the universe existed
because Gd was thinking about it. If Gd ceased for a moment to
think about the universe, it would no longer exist. According to

this viewpoint, everything is a miracle. Every moment of existence
calls out for gratitude.
This is difficult for human beings. We cannot focus on the
sublime for too long. We get distracted. Miracles become invisible
if they are always there. But we can take specific times during
the year to consider how miraculous it is that we exist. We can
stop to be amazed by the beauty of an autumn leaf. We can take
a moment to be grateful that we have enough food. We can think
how wonderful it is to gather with family to light the menorah,
spin a dreidel, sing a few Chanukah songs. If the Maccabees had
lost, maybe we would all be gathering to celebrate some pagan
holiday. It would still be nice to see the family, but without latkes
it wouldn’t be the same.
I wish everyone a holiday season in which the wonder of all the
miracles we have experienced will touch each heart. As the days
get colder, may the warmth of family and friends surround you and
bring you joy! Chag urim sameach!
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
Chanuka Sameach, may you have a joyful Chanukah!
We are happy to have been blessed with our sweet daughter, Noa
Alizah Sharett Singer, who was born on October 19. We are very
thankful to our fellow congregants for the outpouring of love and
support for our growing family.
Chanukah is a many-faceted holiday. Its primary meaning,
known to all of us, is to celebrate the Maccabees’ victory over
the Greeks. Their struggle was not so much a national war of
independence, but rather a sort of civil uprising whose purpose
was to achieve freedom to practice our people’s religious rituals
and customs.
We also commemorate the miracle of the oil jar, whose oil
sufficed to keep the Temple’s lamps burning for eight days, as part
of its rededication after the dark days of defilement. The motive
of light vs. darkness was adopted by the Jewish pioneers in Eretz
Yisrael, who saw it as the symbol of enlightenment and revival

in the old-new homeland. It is no coincidence that this holiday is
observed in the period of the shortest days and longest nights of the
year, when the light begins to lengthen from then onward.
As we light our Chanukah candles, let us see them as a symbol
of tikkun olam, rededicating ourselves again and again to the light,
which represents acts of love and kindness, doing justice, and
working for peace. As in the words of one of my beloved Israeli
Chanukah songs: “Each one is a small light, and together all of us
are a steadfast light; begone, darkness!” We all have the Divine
presence within us to repair the world, but together as a community
we can work together to build bridges for goodness.
In a modern fictional context, in one of my favorite films, The
Lord of the Rings, King Theoden calls to his army, charging against
the forces of evil: “Forth, and fear no darkness!”
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
Exciting celebrations are happening at Riverdale Temple during
the month of December. On Friday, December 11, we will have our
celebration of Chanukah. It will be the sixth night of Chanukah,
and we invite all of our members to come to service with their
menorahs. We will light them together and place them along the
windowsill. This is truly a beautiful sight!—a celebration of the
rededication of the Temple in ancient time and a visual of the
festival of lights.
On Sunday, December 13, the celebration of Chanukah
continues. As we have done in the past, we will have our Great
Latke Fry-off (a tradition started by Rabbi Lewis). We will gather
in the temple’s kitchen at 9:30 a.m. (or you can make them at
home) armed with our own special latke recipes to enter our
creation in the best-tasting latke challenge. The kids will be the

judges, and the winner of the contest will be crowned the best
latke maker of Riverdale Temple—last year it was Helen Krim!
Whether you come to enter the contest or to taste, you can be sure
you will have a fun time.
The celebration during December continues on Saturday,
December 19, at 10:30 a.m., at which time we will have a very
special Shabbat service to celebrate the installation of Rabbi
Thomas Gardner as the seventh rabbi of Riverdale Temple and
Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer as the third cantor of Riverdale
Temple. In a show of solidarity our clergy team chose to have
their installation ceremony at the same time, making this a double
simcha event for Riverdale Temple. The installation ceremony
will be led by Rabbi Dr. Martin A. Cohen, professor of history
at Hebrew Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion. Both the

3 Riverdale Temple Bulletin

rabbi and cantor were students of Rabbi Cohen. Everyone is invited
to attend what promises to be a very special service, followed by
an extended Kiddush.
It is fitting that we are having the Installation of our clergy

around Chanukah, symbolizing a renewal at Riverdale Temple.
Hope to see you at all or some of these services/events.
—Rachel Radna, President

Extended Kiddush

We have an extended kiddush each week, following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides
bagels and cream cheese. People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the kiddush.
You might want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show off your
culinary talent (or shopping ability). You could also make a donation to the Extended Kiddush Fund.
Call the office to let us know if you will be contributing to the Kiddush so we can plan properly.
Thank you in advance for your participation!

An Opportunity to Share!

Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with
our congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner.

We are trying something new!

The temple now offers babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery School teachers) during Shabbat morning, so that parents
may attend the service. Babysitting will be provided only if there is enough interest. Please call the office or send an e-mail to
rivtemple@aol.com (put babysitting in subject line) and let us know if you will avail yourself of this service.

Membership Committee
Meetings are scheduled for the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in the third floor Library. The remaining dates are
Dec. 3, Jan. 7, Feb. 4, Mar. 3, Apr. 7, May 5, and June 2.
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Bulletin Board
December Events

Membership Committee
YIVO Lecture
Chanukah Menorah Celebration
Great Latke Fry-off
Adult Hebrew Language Class
Installation of Rabbi and Cantor
Social Action Committee Meeting

Coming Up in January

Dec. 3
Dec. 6
Dec. 11
Dec. 13
Dec. 15, 22, 29
Dec. 19
Dec. 20

YIVO Online Course
WRJ Game Day
WJR Book Club

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
December 16. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3
Rabbi
4
Cantor
5

Emergencies
General Information
Other

7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

Riverdale Temple House Committee

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-3147820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.

If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

services

Jan. 11
Jan. 24
Jan. 26

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. If
you wish to join the committee, please contact Helen Krim at
helen.krim@gmail.com.

at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Nursery School News
There was a whirlwind of activities at Riverdale
Temple Nursery School this November.
The Twos collaged cockamamie turkeys,
painted cornucopias, and created Native
American headbands. When you walk into
their room, you always hear wonderful singing
and laughing. They have been singing about
turkeys and beginning Chanukah songs!
The Threes have been studying Native
Americans and learning about the First Thanksgiving. Each class
member chose his or her own Native American name. They had
a Pow Wow together and ate corn bread and succotash! They
have been beginning to make beautiful menorahs in their classes
for Chanukah.
The Fours have also been studying Native Americans and
created dream catchers, drums, turkeys, and centerpieces for
their tables at Thanksgiving. They have been working on their
letters and sounds and counting.
On November 23, the whole school had a Thanksgiving Sing
and shared delicious muffins. It was a joy for all to be together!
Families have been wonderful about bringing in canned foods
and dry goods for the Kingsbridge Heights Community Center.
Jeffrey Dinowitz came and picked up all the food to bring to the
Center. Families bought books at our Scholastic Book Fair and
helped at the Crafts Fair!
Tours
Tours have begun for the 2016–2017 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school at
718-796-0335 or e-mail at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. I have
already had a few tours and applications for next year, and we
do have limited space.

Open House
We are also having our first Open House of the season. It is
on December 2nd at 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM in the Social Hall.
Please tell your friends about our wonderful school and amazing
families!
Community Service
For the month of December, we will be collecting clothes for
the cold weather for New York Cares. There will be boxes,
decorated by the children, on each floor. Please look in your
closet and donate your old coats, scarves, and hats. There are
100,000 New Yorkers who do not have coats.
Chanukah/Winter Celebrations
December 11: Twos Family Chanukah Party, 10:30 a.m.
December 23: Family Winter/Chanukah Party for Threes and
Fours. Twos are invited.
School Closings
December 3: UPK is closed for Professional Development
December 22: Last day for Twos
December 23: Threes/Fours Holiday Party—half day for all
children
December 24—Winter Vacation begins
January 4, 2016: School reopens.
Just a lovely quote: “Play is often talked about as if it were a relief
from serious learning. But for children, play is serious learning.”
—Mr. Rogers
—Linda Herman, Director

Tot Shabbat Services

Tot Shabbat services (which take place every first and third Friday of the month) are from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
These special services are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing and guitar
playing. They are family friendly and appropriate for all ages, especially children five years old and under.
For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food allergies and kashrut observance
(all dishes will be labeled), but if you have specific concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at
michelleroos@gmail.com. The remaining dinners are set for 2016: April 15, May 20, and June 17.

Religious and Hebrew School
The Religious School has been focusing on Chanukah lately!
Everyone will get a box of candles to take home, and some classes
have been discussing the meaning of the holiday. Some classes
have made menorahs as well. The second and third graders have
been making candlesticks, Kiddush cups, and challah covers for
Shabbat. They also have gotten sheets with Shabbat blessings that
they have decorated. I hope every family will be able to use its
child’s ritual items when they celebrate Shabbat at home! Here are
some additional words about Religious School on 11/22/15 by our
student reporter, Jason Hochroth:
I visited all the classes, and this is what I found. It was an
interesting time, being a reporter. In Alex’s class (7th and
8th grade), they were talking about Jewish communities and
Jewish people’s jobs.

Michelle’s class (kindergarten and 1st grade) was working on
the great Torah stories. They also have music twice, once with
themselves and once with Rabbi Gardner.

Nomi’s class (2nd and 3rd grade) was working on the Hebrew
letters and the alphabet, and for every word they learn they use
paper to spell it.

Rose’s class (my class—4th, 5th, and 6th grades) is carving
ritual objects on potatoes. Our focus this week is to carve the
Chanukah symbols on them.
It was fun and hard work being a reporter.
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
On November 3, a group of WRJ members attended a lecture
at Temple Emanu-El’s Skirball Center. The talk, “The BDS
Movement: Myths, Realities and Consequences,” was described as
“an in-depth look at the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement and how to recognize, counter-argue and stop it before
it takes hold.” Although the speakers focused on how the BDS
movement manifests itself on college and university campuses—
mostly through a pro-Palestinian advocacy group called Students
for Justice in Palestine—reference was also made to the broader
scope of this movement.
The case of American (Jewish) reggae singer Matisyahu was
mentioned. Scheduled to perform at a reggae music festival in
Spain this summer, he was “disinvited” because of pressure put
on the festival organizers by BDS activists due to his support of
Israel. They demanded that he issue a statement in support of the
Palestinian national movement and against Israel. In this case, after
a backlash from Jewish organizations and the Spanish government,
the festival organizers issued an apology and “reinvited” him.

What do these incidents have in common? The movement’s
efforts to isolate, undermine, and delegitimize Israel—politically,
academically, financially, and economically through boycotts,
divestment, and sanctions.
Whether attending this talk with some previous knowledge of
these issues or being made aware of them for the first time, we
agreed that it was thought-provoking and informative.
Thank you to Susan Birnbaum and Ronni Stolzenberg for
coordinating and collaborating with Linda Herman, Riverdale
Temple’s Nursery School director, for another successful and funfilled Artisan and Fair Trade Craft Sale held on November 22 (see
photo below by Yvette Marrin).

Closer to home, although not mentioned at this talk, is the Park
Slope Food Co-op that a few years ago was embroiled in a debate
over a motion to boycott products from Israel—specifically
SodaStream.

Save the Dates

Tuesday, December 3: WRJ meeting (7:30–9:00 p.m.)
Friday, December 11: WRJ-hosted annual latkes oneg
Sunday, January 24: Game Day (10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.)
Tuesday, January 26: Book Club (7:30–9:00 p.m.)—
The Secret Chord by Pulitzer Prize winner Geraldine
Brooks
Sunday, March 6: Second Annual Mah-Jongg
Tournament (10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.)

Please be reminded that we look forward to Friday night onegs
hosted by WRJ members. Please call Irene Brenner, at 718-5486558, to reserve a date in honor of a yahrzeit, birthday, anniversary,
or other special occasion.
There is no Book Club meeting in December. The next meeting is
on January 26 (see box on the left).
—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

Men’s Club
“Congratulations, Terrorism, and Tikkun Olam Revisited”
Congratulations (and thanks) to Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer and
Jonathan Singer on the birth of Noa Alizah Sharett Singer, sister
to Amit and future member of the Riverdale Temple choir! In the
Bible we learn that a good name is better than riches. All people
have three names; one that their father and mother gave them, one
that people refer to them as, and one they acquire themselves. Noa
has begun her life with her first name, which represents the deep
and abiding love of her family. Siman Tov u’Mazel Tov.
As I am writing this month’s column, my heart is heavy from
the recent tragic terrorist attacks on Paris. Clearly, terrorism and
violence know no boundaries, and there aren’t any “safe” places
left. It is ironic that just as we experience new horrors from
murderous extremists, archaeologists in Israel have recently
identified the remains of the Greek fortress of Acra, which was
used by King Antiochus IV Epiphanes to put down the Maccabean
revolt at the center of the Chanukah story. Acra was occupied by
mercenaries, and it was built to consolidate the Seleucid-Greek
Empire’s control over the city of Jerusalem. It played a crucial
role in the Maccabees’ revolt against Greek rule. As the time of
celebration of this victorious moment of the history of our people

approaches, let it be a reminder and a call to action of what has
become necessary once again, that is, to stand up and defend the
right of people everywhere to be able to live in freedom from fear
of violence, hatred, bigotry, and evil.
Some of you may remember my references to tikkun olam from
an article I submitted several months ago. At that time, I stated that
tikkun olam is the Jewish ethic of service to others. We, as a people,
have an obligation to be teachers of the truth, to believe in fair play,
and to be helpful to others. I said at that time that within these ideals
is the potential to improve the world. Upon careful reflection of
my sentiments at that time, I realized that I may have omitted an
important personal belief about the ability to understand the concept
of tikkun olam in the absence of being a conscientious Jew. Without
having an understanding of our Jewish history, learning about our
rituals, and staying connected to our Jewish community, our mission
of social justice will lose its authenticity.
As we celebrate Chanukah this year, let us fight the Darkness with
the festival lights of the Hanukiah. Chag Chanukah Sameach.
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—Steven Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
Wishing everyone a Happy and Joyful Chanukah! There are several
ways that you can do mitzvot and tzedakah during December:

1. Please come to our Social Action Meeting on Sunday, December
20, between 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. We’ll review projects and plan
to start work on Mitzvah Day 2016 (April 3, 2016).
2. NewYorkCares Coat Drive: Please donate gently used coats
and jackets for men, women, and children. There will be a
collection box in the lobby. The collection will take place between
December 1 and December 30, when Phil Clarke and David
Currier will take our donations to the 50th Precinct. If you have an
extra coat, jacket, or something that no longer fits, please donate to
make another New Yorker warm this winter!
3. Please donate healthful groceries—warm cereal, soups, canned
fish, rice, canned beans, pasta, tomato sauce, fruit, etc., through
the winter to the KRMH Food & Hunger Project Pantry. Many
people think of donating for the holidays, but the need continues
as we enter the tougher part of the winter.

If you are shopping for Chanukah and the holidays, please buy
and donate some extra groceries. Many thanks for your continued
support!

A BIG, WARM THANK YOU! The Social Action
Committee wants to thank everyone in the congregation, as well
as the Nursery School staff and parents, for participating in the
annual collection of new pajamas and new books for the PAJAMA
PROGRAM. A total of 45 pajamas for girls and boys (infant
to extra large) were collected. In addition, 55 books, again for
toddlers to young adults, were collected as well.
Riverdale Temple should be proud of our collective efforts.

—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

RT Needs Your Special Talents
We are seeking a Webmaster/mistress for a few hours of work a week.
We also need a publicist to work on press releases and media relations.
Robin Segal has volunteered to head the Caring Committee. Any members who would like to assist her are most welcome.
Volunteer, get involved—it’s a mitzvah! Contact Rachel Radna, president of Riverdale Temple, at 718-548-3800.

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling, you
good search by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in “Riverdale
Temple.com.” Thank you in advance for your participation.

Save the Dates
Friday, December 11
Sixth Day of Chanukah Celebration
We will light our menorot together (so bring one with you)—
Special music, latkes and jelly donuts for all!
Saturday, December 19
Rabbi Thomas Gardner will be installed as Riverdale Temple’s rabbi and
Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer will be installed as Riverdale Temple’s cantor.
At the morning services, extended kiddush to follow.
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Adult Education
YIVO YIDISHE KULTUR-SERYE—
This is the time of year, as the winter
approaches, when I think of the wonderful
latkes we had at Chanukah, and the delicious
soups my cousin Chanah used to make with
the taste of her mother’s shtetl immersed
in them. And lest I forget, my cousin’s
fabulous rogelach that only she could make
that reminded her of the flavors of her mother’s house in Russia.
So then, the natural question: What is so Jewish about this food?
Could a Yom Tov be a holiday without these dishes?

I am pleased, then, to share with you the fact that I found someone
who could explore with us the flavor, geographies, and more
about the foods that we consider part of our Jewish heritage and
have been adopted by many in our country, whatever their ethnic
backgrounds. Dr. Eve Jochnowitz will be our guide at the next
lecture of the YIVO Jewish Culture Series, “What Is So Jewish
about Jewish Food?,” on Sunday, December 6, 2015, at 2:00
p.m., in the Riverdale Temple sanctuary. Dr. Jochnowitz is also
the person who translated The Vilna Vegetarian Cookbook into
English from the Yiddish. This cookbook was recently published
and is available from the YIVO.

Join us for a six-week course about the history and culture of
the Jews of Poland, Russia, and Lithuania from medieval times
through the Communist era. Professor Sam Kassow will explore
Jewish relations with peasants and nobility, the rise of Hasidism
and Haskalah, Yiddish and Hebrew modernism, revolutions,
spiritual resistance during the Holocaust, and postwar continuities
with the past.
Starting on January 11, 2016, it will be given over a six-week
period. Registration is FREE over a limited time. Go to YIVO.org
to register for this online course.
Study Hebrew with Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer. The cantor
returns from her maternity leave in December. Her course, to
remind you, will be held weekly in six-week cycles starting midDecember (day to be finalized). Registration forms are in the lobby
or can be found on the website (under Study). There is a fee.

Study with the Rabbi—Join him for Lunch and Learn at noon
in the ballroom to explore the Talmud. Learn about the Aggudah,
the nonhalachic component of rabbinic tradition consisting of
parables, popular maxims, and fables that add to and enliven the
interpretation of the texts.

I am also happy to announce, and I will remind you again in
January, that the YIVO is offering a FREE online course that you
can attend in the privacy of your own home at a time convenient to
you. The topic is “Discovering Ashkenaz: Jewish Life in Eastern
Europe.”

—Yvette Marrin, Ph.D. Chair, Adult Education

yidishe kultur-serye
IV

J e w i s h C u l t u r e s e r i e s 2015-2016

Sunday, December 6, 2015 | 2:00pm

WhAt Is sO JeWIsh
ABOut JeWIsh FOOd?
An expLOrAtIOn OF the FOOds And
FOOdWAYs OF eAstern eurOpeAn JeWs
explore the flavors, geographies, and lexicographies
of Jewish foods with culinary ethnographer, chef, baker,
and Yiddish instructor Dr. Eve Jochnowitz.

This FREE lecture will take place
in the Riverdale Temple Sanctuary.
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A bagel seller with his wares, Birzai,
Lithuania, 1938. (YIVO Archives)

Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations.

Donor

In Honor

Amy and Henry Bensen

the birth of Noa Alizah Sharett
Singer, newborn baby girl of Inbal
Sharett-Singer and Jonathan Singer

Ephraim Bosgang

Riverdale Temple’s increased
ongoing support of the Riverdale
Jewish community

Gwen Fisher

Rabbi Tom Gardner, for officiating at
the unveiling of her husband, Lester
Fisher

Donor

In Memory

Audrey Hoffman

David Hoffman, beloved husband

Katz/Spatz family

Elaine and Phil Katz, beloved mother
and father of Rob Katz

Debra L. Kronberg and
family

Esther Schlesinger, beloved mother
of Debra L. Kronberg

Sandra E. Lerner

Ada Herman, beloved mother

Florence, Milton, and Iris
Greenberger

Mark Thomas, beloved husband and
father of Holly and Kayla Thomas

Amy Handelsman

Riverdale Temple’s lovely High Holy
Days services

Robin C. Minkoff

the beloved parents of Robin C.
Minkoff

Katz/Spatz family

Kara Dinowitz and Scott Pitek, on
their marriage

Yvette Marrin

for my aliyah for Joseph Rappaport
(Yosl), beloved brother

Olivia Koppell

Rabbi Gardner’s Lunch and Learn
class

Kathleen and Jonathan
Parker

William Parker, beloved grandfather
of Jonathan Parker

Helen Krim and the custodial staff on
restoring the beautiful library

Wendy J. Parker

William Parker and Sol Dubrov,
beloved grandfathers

Inbal, Jonathan, and big brother Amit
on the birth of baby Noa

Barbara Silber Weinstock

Solomon Weinstock, beloved
husband

Kara Dinowitz’s wedding

Martin Schneider

Irving Schneider, beloved father

Inbal Sharett-Singer’s baby naming
for daughter Noa

Hope Solomon and Mae
Zuckerman

Harriet Landau, beloved sister of
Mae Zuckerman

Lynne and Steven Parker

Riverdale Temple’s ongoing support
of the Riverdale Jewish community

Barbara Stafford

Terry Stafford, beloved mother

Rhea and Mark Vogelhut

Rabbi Tom, Alina, and Runia
Gardner

Holly and Kayla Thomas

Mark Thomas, beloved husband and
father

Tara and Scott Watnik

for the bris of their son Jake

Maxine Toal-Goldberg

Jack Blumenthal, beloved father

Donor

In Memory

Amy and Henry Bensen

Carol Lipskar, beloved mother of
Aaron Lipskar, son-in-law of Amy
and Henry Bensen

Irene Brenner

Elaine Katz and Jeanne Snyder, most
beloved and cherished friends

Helen Meltzer Krim

Shirley Auerbach and family Esther Schlesinger, beloved sister of
Shirley Auerbach

Mildred Zuckerman, beloved sister
Bernice Brier

Martin Brier, beloved husband

Jean Daniels

Jerry Daniels, beloved husband

Carole Feinberg

Jerry, Harry, and Grace Feinberg,
beloved brother-, father-, and motherin-law
Mark Selinger, beloved father of Dr.
Sharon Selinger
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Kol Nidre Appeal
Thank you for your Kol Nidre pledges. To those of you who haven’t responded yet, please do your part to be part of the whole!
We would love to have 100 percent participation! No donation is too small!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in a future issue of the bulletin.

Condolences
To

On the loss of

Amy and Henry Bensen, Aaron and Leah Lipskar
Hannah, Isabel, and Pauline Lipskar

Carol Lipskar, beloved in-law, mother, mother-in-law,
grandmother

The Departed Whom We Now Remember
December Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
7
7
8
8
9
9
9

Anna Gargle
Stella Greenblatt
Ruth Kay
Hy Papierman
Edith Pargh
Samuel Silver
Frances Capon
Irving Geller
Rose Stranger Weiss
Alan Cohen
Henry G. Koppell
Samuel H. Regan
Jennie Gargle
Rose Kantor
Milton J. Molsky
Abraham Rappaport
Benjamin Reinhart
Phyllis Sandler
Emanuel Saxe
Milton Richman
Phyllis Rogofsky
Bernard Statsky
Anne Biegen
Giza Hirsch
Anna Ripps
Sam Siegel
George E. Katz
Sarah Silverstein
Gary Zucker

10
10
10
10
10
10
11
15
15
15
15
15
15
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
16
17
17
17

Ariadne (Ari) Bloustein
Anna Halpern
Jennie Kronman
Freida Landesman
Ben Lipton
Osias S. Majerczyk
Sigmund Lipshultz
Bernard Baron
Dick Martin
Esther Michaels
Louis Michaels
Claire Morse
Edna H. Senderoff
Leo Bloch
David Gefter
Anna Haas
Abraham Kleinberg
Leon P. Bereano
Mona Glickman
Phoebe Nalitt
Gertrud Hirschmann
Anne Rosenthal Lisman
Esther Slade
Rose Weintraub
Zena L. Winston
Rebecca Weisberg
Murray Dauber
Aaron Dorfman
Ida Greenberg

17
17
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
20
20
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
23
24
24
24
25

Abraham Hochroth
Leon Schenker
Harry Soicher
Albert Spatz
Sarah L. Mandel
Eric J. Schmertz
Bernard Willing
Lena Cassel
Yvette Djivre
Israel Jacobs
Sol Levine
Carl Seefer
Jacob White
Louis David Wile
Rebecca Evelyn Schenker
Margaret Sternberg
Sophie Froehlich
Amir Landesman
Clara E. Newman
Helen S. Taylor
Mary Franklin
Benjamin Silverman
Laura Glickstein Willing
Dr. Oscar Richter
Ruth L. Saxe
Sol Biegen
Bill Greenblatt
Samuel W. Stolzenberg
Belle Caplan
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25
25
25
26
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
28
29
29
29
29
30
31
31
31
31
31
31
31
31

Lillian Diamond
Bernard H. Gordon
Rosalyn Meisler
Isidore Leibowitz
Esther Lubarsky
Sidney Meyer
Riga Perlin
Lester Fisher
Adolph Frankl
Samuel Isaacson
Alan Ira Sternstein
Molly Sumner
Marilyn Lazarus
Albert Block
Diane Geller
Mollie Liebowitz
Ernest Small
David E. Lakritz
Nathan Amols
Henny Barrow
Jenny Dilloff
Miriam Eisen
Alan Gallay
Fanny Levy
Morris Newman
Sydel Rosenberg

Riverdale Temple
4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE
BRONX, NY 10471
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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Linda Herman

Rabbi of the Congregation
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Judith S. Lewis
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