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Riverdale Temple
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From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2)
Fridays
Dec. 1
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. New Member Shabbat Eve
Service with Jr. Choir
Dec. 8
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Dec. 15
5:00 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Chanukah Family Ruach
Shabbat Service
Dec. 22
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Dec. 29
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service

Saturdays

Dec. 2

10:30 a.m. New Member Shabbat
Morning Service
10:30 p.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
Chavurah Study Group
10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Dec. 9
Dec. 16
Dec. 23
Dec. 30

Friday, December 1

Saturday , December 2

Shabbat Evening with our
Jr. Choir followed by an
International Food Potluck

Shabbat Morning Worship
followed by
an Extended Kiddush

6:30 p.m.

.

10: 30 a.m.

YIVO Lecture December 10: “Strange but True
Stories from the Yiddish Press” (see p. 8)
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The Rabbi’s Column
Entering the month of Kislev, we know that Chanukah is not long in
coming. Every Jewish holiday has elements of religion, history, and culture.
The cultural aspects of Chanukah are tremendously delightful. Latkes,
dreidel, and gelt fill our Ashkenazi homes, and sufganiot and bimuelos our
Sephardic ones. When the nights are longest, the lights of candles or oil
lamps drive away the blues, and Chanukah songs ring out as people try to
remember all of the verses of “Maoz Tzur.”
Chanukah celebrates a military victory, but it is often described as a
victory for freedom of religion. When Antiochus Epiphanes demanded that
the Jewish people place a statue of him in the Temple and worship it and
the Syrians sacrificed a pig in the Temple, the Jews rose up in arms. The
Jewish people demanded the right to keep their religion as they saw fit.
It is not surprising that the actual story is a bit more complicated. Many
residents of Judah had been attracted to the Hellenistic culture of the
Syrians. They gave their children Greek names and sent them to Greek
schools. Science, mathematics, and athletics were more interesting than
Hebrew School. Sound familiar? The struggle began between Jews who
were in favor of assimilation to the larger Greek world and those who were
against it. It was only when the Hellenistic Jews asked Antiochus for more
support that he began to outlaw Jewish practices.
Judah Maccabee and his family were fairly assimilated Jews. Their
father, Matityahu, gave Judah and his brothers both Jewish and Hebrew
names. Matityahu was the head priest in Modi’in, and one didn’t get to
be head priest unless one worked well with the people in charge. Perhaps
the assimilated Jews thought that by dressing like the Syrian Greeks, by
speaking and acting like them, they would be free to practice Judaism to
whatever extent they chose.
Such was not the case. Anti-Semites hate Jews who are different as well
as Jews who are the same. Jews who began by asking Antiochus for help
ended up joining the Maccabees as they fought for the right to remain
Jewish. Jewish people have long been surrounded by more powerful
neighbors and have more than once made the mistake of asking the
neighbors for support, even though the neighbors really don’t care for
Jews, and may even dislike them.
I know that more than one member of Riverdale Temple was upset
by the invitations to the Zionist Organization of America Gala that were
continued on p. 3
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

13th of Kislev 5778
14th of Kislev 5778
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat Parashat Vayishlach
10:30 am New Member
Service
Shabbat Morning
6:00 Jr Choir
Service with Torah
Rehearsal
discussion
6:30 pm New
Member Shabbat Eve Extended Kiddush after
Service with Jr Choir, service
potluck dinner
1
2
16th of Kislev 5778

18th of Kislev 5578
7:00 pm WRJ
General Meeting
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger
6

19th of Kislev 5778

4

17th of Kislev 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm How to Create
an Ethical Will Class
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
5

25th of Kislev 5778
Chanukah 1
7:00 pm WRJ
Meeting
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

26th of Kislev 5778
Chanukah 2
7:30 pm Executive
Committee Meeting

11

24th of Kislev 5778
Erev Chanukah
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
4:00 pm Hebrew School
6:00 pm How to Create
an Ethical Will with
Rabbi Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
12

2nd of Tevet 5778
Chanukah 8
7:30 pm Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

18

1st of Tevet 5778
Chanukah 7
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
No Hebrew School
6:00 pm How to Create
an Ethical Will with
Rabbi Gardner
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
19

25

8th of Tevet 5778
Noon Lunch and Learn
with Rabbi Gardner
No Hebrew School
7:30 pm Liturgical
Hebrew with Cantor
Sharett-Singer
26

9th of Tevet 5778
No Haftarah
Chanting Class with
Cantor SharettSinger

3

22nd of Kislev 5778
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 am Jr Choir
Rehearsal
1:00 pm KRMH Gift
Bag packing
2:00 pm YIVO lecture

23rd of Kislev 5778

10

29th of Kislev 5778
Chanukah 5
9:30 am Religious
School
11:30 am Jr Choir
Rehearsal
11:30 am KRMH
Food Delivery

30th of Kislev 5778
Chanukah 6

17
6th of Tevet 5778
No Religious School

24
13th of Tevet
No Religious School
31

7th of Tevet 5778
Building closed

7

13

14
3rd of Tevet 5778
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting

20

27

20th of Kislev 5578
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

21
10th of Tevet 5778

8
27th of Kislev 5778
Chanukah 3
5:00 pm Tot Shabbat
Service, followed by
potluck dinner
6:00 pm WRJ Latke
Fry-Off Party
6:30 pm Community
Candle Lighting,
Family and Ruach
Shabbat Service, with
Chanukah Oneg 15

28th of Kislev 5778
Parashat Miketz
Chanukah 4
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service

4th of Tevet 5778
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

5th of Tevet 5778
Parashat Vayigash
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service, followed by
Chavurah Study Group

22
11th of Tevet 5778
7:00 pm Shabbat Eve
Service

28

21st of Kislev 5578
Parashat Vayeshev
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service
9

29

16

23
12th of Tevet 5778
Parashat Vayechi
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
Torah discussion
Extended Kiddush after
service
30

December

15th of Kislev 5778
9:30 am Religious
School
9:30 Social Action
meeting
11:30 am Jr Choir
Rehearsal

extended to Steve Bannon and Sebastian Gorka. Of course, there
is no problem with a right-wing Jewish organization inviting rightwing thinkers to an event. But Bannon and Gorka are more than
merely right-wing thinkers.
Both Bannon and Gorka have been associated with anti-Semites
of the most despicable kind. Many people, including, I am sure,
the ZOA, would be quick to point out that association does not
mean guilt. This is the same kind of rationalization that led to the
Hellenistic Jews allying with Antiochus Epiphanes.
In general, I do not consider anyone to be anti-Semitic unless
they have shown me that they are. If someone has edited articles
by anti-Semites, or is a member of an anti-Semitic, pro-fascist
group, they need to prove to me that they are not anti-Semitic.
Being pro-Israel is not enough. I can only assume that the ZOA
either is willing to overlook the anti-Semitism of those who are

sufficiently pro-Israel or that the ZOA does not take anti-Semitism
very seriously. Both attitudes are extremely dangerous.
Many people believed that anti-Semitism was a thing of the past.
Recent events, both in America and around the world, have proven
that such is not the case. I do hope that an openly anti-Semitic
government will never again lead a major nation. It will require
vigilance and a refusal to accept any form and any level of antiSemitism. Had the Hellenizing Jews of ancient Judea felt the same
way, perhaps the revolt against the Syrians would not have been
necessary.
I hope everyone has a wonderful Chanukah. May the light of
your menorah bring you joy, understanding, and a commitment
to stand against anti-Semites, even when they promise to help us.
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column

Family Ruach Shabbat
DECEMBER 15

6:30 p.m.

AN ENERGETIC SERVICE WITH OUR BAND
FOLLOWED BY A CHANUKAH ONEG WITH LATKES!

(BRING YOUR OWN MENORAH!)
RIVERDALE TEMPLE

Shalom Chaveirim,
As the winter approaches, so does the holiday of Chanukah, the
holiday in which we celebrate light over darkness, and freedom to
practice our religion as Jews. It is truly my favorite holiday. Not
only because latkes with apple sauce and sour cream, and warm

jelly doughnuts are delicious, and the beautiful light beaming from
our menorahs is heartwarming, but also because the music of the
holiday is beautiful and brings much joy and comfort to all.
There is a rich repertoire of lovely, entertaining, and exciting
Chanukah songs—traditional and popular. And I especially love
singing these songs on the bima, with my temple family and
teaching these songs to our Junior Choir and Simcha Learning
Center children. These songs always transport me in time to the
feeling of being embraced by my family as a young child in Israel.
I will always remember the joy that Chanukah brought us.
I am very excited to celebrate Chanukah with our Riverdale
Temple family on December 15, at 6:30 p.m. This will be our
first Chanukah Family Ruach Shabbat service with our wonderful
band! We will all light our menorahs together (please bring your
menorahs), and our Junior Choir will be singing some Chanukah
songs, together with the entire student body of the Simcha
Learning Center, our Religious School! This should be fun for
all. After the service there will be a special oneg with delicious
latkes, doughnuts, finger food, and bubbly champagne! A special
thank-you to Heather and Marshal Bloomfield for their generosity
in sponsoring the oneg, as well as to our WRJ for providing the
latkes.
I urge you to save the date and come to celebrate with us a night
full of light and joy!
L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
As I write this column on the day after Thanksgiving, I think about
how thankful I am to be part of the Riverdale Temple family. I think
about our clergy, past and present, the lay leaders of the past fortyfive years, committee chairs, administrative assistants, custodians,
honorees, special guests, our holiday events, adult education
lectures and classes, and all those meetings at which volunteers
gave up their free time, bickered and argued, got angry and then
felt sorry, laughed a little, and worked hard to make Riverdale
Temple a great place for worship, study, fun, and friendship. I
am indeed thankful to be a part of the history of this wonderful

religious institution and hopeful that its future will be as bright as
or even brighter than its past.
This hope is based, in part, on the fabulous experience that so
many of us had in early November when we honored Dr. Rachel
Radna at a gala benefit event. The ballroom was absolutely filled
with admirers of this remarkable person, who was president of
Riverdale Temple for eight years and has now been co-president for
two more years, all the while giving time, care, work, and money
to the temple she loves. The admirers in the ballroom included
a few family members, some old friends, Rabbi Stephen and
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Karen Franklin, Rabbi Judith Lewis, and a huge throng of temple
members gathered together to pay tribute to a woman they admire,
respect, and love. There was very good food and drink, a gorgeously
prepared silent auction, marvelous vocal and instrumental music,
touching speeches, and a remarkably entertaining live auction
presided over by that auctioneer par excellence David Greenfield,
who, while making us chuckle, pressed us forcefully to bid ever
higher and higher until all items were sold at really good prices.
The best part of the evening for me, however, was my sense that
we came together as one big happy family, appreciative not only
of Rachel but also of each other, as we moved about the ballroom
and schmoozed with one another and remembered all the years we
have been together and all the trials and tribulations we have come
through in good condition.
I think we are at a good place in our history now. We have talented
clergy who are admired and loved by the congregation, as are their

spouses and children. Our Nursery School is flourishing and our
Religious School is stronger than it has been in many a year. Our
adult education programs are getting enthusiastic reviews, and
attendance at services is on the rise. Maybe it’s the food and drink
that we offer at every major temple event and after every Shabbat
service that’s bringing in the crowds (and there is much more food
and drink at Riverdale Temple these days than in past decades), but
I believe that, more than the food and drink, it’s the camaraderie,
friendliness, democracy, enlightenment, and spirituality that are
attracting us to our temple time and again, week after week. May
this trend continue in the months and years to come!
—L. Michael Griffel, Co-President

Do you like to eat?

Do you like schmoozing
with your friends at RT?

WHY NOT SPONSOR AN
ONEG/EXTENDED KIDDUSH
ON SHABBAT?
Birthdays, anniversaries,
graduations, and yahrzeits
are great times to sponsor a
kiddush for our community.
Contact Joanne Heyman at
jheyman@weichert.com or
914-715-3234 for more
information

Tot Shabbat Services

During the school year, Tot Shabbat services usually take place twice a month on Friday (see the calendar on p. 2, as
times and frequencies vary). These special services are led by Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer and include
singing and guitar playing. For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible accommodation for food allergies and
kashrut observance (all dishes will be labeled). This month’s services are on December 1 and 15.
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Bulletin Board
December

Social Action Meeting
Nursery School Book Fair
YIVO Lecture
WRJ Meeting
WRJ Latke Fry-Off Party

Dec. 3
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 13
Dec. 15

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
December 18. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).

Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3
Rabbi
4

Cantor
Simcha Learning Center
Emergencies
General Information
Other

5
6
7
8
9

Recapture the joy of reading
through the JBI Library
for
visually
impaired,
blind,
and
readingdisabled individuals, all provided free of charge and delivered
to your doorstep. Call 1-800-433-1531 or visit JBI’s website at
www.jbilibrary.org.

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

If you are a Holocaust survivor or a family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
ushmm.org/resourcecenter, click on Holocaust Survivors
and Victims Resource Center to complete the form. Contact
information: Holocaust Survivors and Victims Resource
Center, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul
Wallenberg Place, SW, Washington, DC 20024–2126; tel: 202-4886112; fax: 202-314-7820; email: resource-center@ushmm.org.

KRMH Food Delivery

Dec. 17

Dates subject to change. Check www.riverdaletemple.org for updates.

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Riverdale Temple House Committee

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields.
Please volunteer to serve on this committee by writing to
rivtemple@aol.com or president@riverdaletemple.org.
Riverdale Temple is now part of the organics/compost pilot program
in the Bronx. We can now recycle our food scraps. Please
observe the different signs on the garbage receptacles and
put throwaways in the proper container. We are pioneers
in a wonderful program—please join the effort in caring
for our environment. Thank you!

If you need transportation to and/or from services
at the temple, please call the office at 718-5483800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

The Bulletin: Vol. 71, No. 4, December 2017. The Bulletin is published monthly by Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence Avenue,
Bronx, NY 10471, 10 times a year, September through June. The Riverdale Temple logo on p. 1 was designed by Alix Brandwein.
This publication is intended for members of Riverdale Temple. Any other use or publication in whole or in part without Riverdale
Temple’s prior consent is prohibited.
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Nursery School News
Every day I greet our incredible families who
attend Riverdale Temple Nursery School. I
am thankful each day for their care, warmth,
and support of our school. I am so fortunate
to visit the classes each day, where children
are busy with their work, which is play.
We just celebrated Thanksgiving with
all the children and teachers. Shara Yolkut, our delightful
music teacher, led the singing. Each class performed its own
Thanksgiving songs. All their friends listened with respect and
love! And, of course, clapped! We all ate muffins and drank
juice together. It was truly magical. We have so much to be
grateful for with these incredible children, who will surely
grow up and make the world a better place.
Tours
Tours have begun for the 2018–2019 school year. If you have
friends who are interested, please tell them to call the school
at 718-796-0335 or email nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. I have
already had a few tours and applications for next year, and we
do have limited space.
Book Fair
Our Book Fair will be on December 3 in the ballroom from
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. All are welcome. There will be
storytelling, crafts, and books for all preschoolers and early
readers. Books will be for sale at the Book Fair all week in the
morning at drop off and at pick up. They make great Chanukah
gifts!!!
Friends
We are reading books about friendship. We have been reading
a lot of books about Gerald and Piggie by Mo Willems and

Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel. Even the youngest children,
our two year olds, are learning about being good friends.
Holiday Celebration
On Thursday, December 21, the Twos will have their Chanukah
celebration. They have been practicing songs and reading
stories and are ready to entertain their families.
The Threes and Fours will be having their Chanukah/Christmas/
Kwanzaa celebration on Friday, December 22.
Mommy and Me Class
We have been so fortunate this year to have Cristin Messinger
lead our Mommy and Me Classes. All are welcome. The
Crawler’s Class is from 9:15 to 10:00 a.m. and the Walker’s
Class from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m. The classes are $10 a session. It
is in our Library, Room 201. It is a gift to have Cristin here and
see the wonderful work that she does with families and babies!
School Closings
December 21 (Thursday)—Chanukah Party for Twos—Last
day for Twos.
School ends for Twos after the party.
December 22 (Friday)—Family Winter Party for Threes and
Pre-K. It will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the Ballroom. All are
welcome! School ends after this Winter Celebration.
Just a lovely quote…
“Play is the highest form of research.” —Albert Einstein

—Linda Herman, Director

A Gala Thank-You

On November 4 we held a gala honoring our beloved president for ten years, Rachel Radna. It was festive, exciting, and full of
love for her. We had an auction, music and singing, and tributes galore. Everyone attending enjoyed themselves and left at the end
of the evening smiling and satisfied, full of good food and wine. All of us who helped put together this event did it as a labor of
love. Rachel has given so much of her time and self to the temple over the years that this was our way of recognizing her for her
outstanding contributions to our congregation.

Our committee worked together like a well-oiled machine. Whatever was asked of them, they did gladly and efficiently and gave
so much of their time and effort. The co-chairs of the Auction Committee, Susan Birnbaum and Rochelle Greenfield, organized
an extraordinary auction. Shelley Ast, our information and catalog coordinator, made sure every entry was done accurately and
efficiently. Sherrill Spatz did a super job in coordinating the menu and decorations. Steven Rosenfeld and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
as heads of the Men’s Club and WRJ, contributed funds for the entertainment and decorations. Everyone wanted to be a part of this
party. I want to thank Howard Birnbaum, Hon. Jeffrey Dinowitz and Sylvia Gottlieb, David Greenfield, our special auctioneer, Rob
Katz, Rita Pochter Lowe, Cristin Messenger, Audrey Ott, Kathy Roger, Ronni Stolzenberg, and Judy Zucker. I also want to thank our
staff for their help and encouragement. Thank you one and all for the extraordinary job you did to help make this event a success.
I would be remiss if I left out our temple family, who supported us in every way. Your generosity and enthusiasm made it all
worthwhile. Rabbi Gardner and Cantor Sharett-Singer supported us in so many ways, and it all came together in a beautiful
evening. Thank you all.
—Dorothy Kay
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Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
November was AWESOME!
What a wonderful month at WRJ, beginning with the Gala on
November 4 and ending with our Annual Artisan and Craft Fair
on November 19. There was a variety of local area artisans
and Fair Trade (Third World) Crafters providing wonderful
opportunities and great gifts. The Nursery School and the Girl
Scouts also participated, and, once again, our community came
together for a wonderful event.
A special thank-you to Susan Birnbaum and Ronni Stolzenberg
for putting this amazing event together. We also want to thank
Cristin Messinger, Rachel Radna, Joyce Currier, Dorothy Kay,
Sherrill Spatz, Irene Brenner, Helen Silber, Helen Krim, Robin
Segal, Dorothy Feldman, Sherry Kassel, Rita Pochter Lowe,
Eurides Osorio, and his AMAZING staff for all of their help
and dedication.

WRJ will not be slowing down in December. We hope everyone
will join with our temple family on Friday, December 15, as we
celebrate Chanukah. We will be lighting our menorahs, eating
latkes, and celebrating with family and friends.
There will be a Women’s March on New York City (www.
womensmarchalliance.org/2018wm) on Saturday, January
20, 2018, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. As stated on their
website, “We must stand together to demand and defend our
rights.” Everyone is welcome. We will be meeting at the temple
beforehand and traveling together. If you are interested in
joining us, please reach out to me at jheyman@weichert.com.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 13, at
7:00 p.m. We look forward to seeing you and hearing from you!
Best Wishes As Always,

—Eugenia Zakharov and Joanne Heyman, Co-Presidents

Men’s Club/Kehila
Good-bye Men’s Club, Hello Kehila.

community a place where people of all ages and interests will feel
welcomed and appreciated.

“You say good-bye, I say hello.”
As most members of our congregation have known, I have spent
the past seven months speaking with friends, board members,
organizational leaders, and fellow congregants in the interest
of revitalizing, renaming and repositioning the Men’s Club into
a more innovative, inclusive, active, vibrant organization. An
organization that will take a fresh approach at being a part of a
stronger Riverdale Temple community. One of my colleagues and
something of a mentor has stated, “I have been in search of the
next ‘big idea’ at Riverdale Temple.”
I want to thank all of you who have taken the time to speak with
me, and I am grateful to you for all of your suggestions, ideas,
concerns, and especially for your interest in our Riverdale Temple
community. For me, hearing your voices and seeing how much
you really care about what takes place at RT was the guiding force
behind the decision to introduce to you the next big idea.
It is called KEHILA. The new name for our organization is Hebrew
for “community.” Kehila will be an organization whose efforts
will encompass anything and everything that promotes a stronger,
healthier, and greater Riverdale Temple community. Kehila
will welcome anyone within our temple who is of post-Bat/Bar
Mitzvah age who would like to help create new activities, support
the initiatives of other RT organizations, represent the ideals and
principles of our congregation within and around the Riverdale
community at large, and who would like to have an active role in
shaping the destiny of Riverdale Temple.

Our organization will have its own agenda, which will include
programs and events that will educate, entertain, and inform our
community at large. In addition, we will serve as an adjunct group
ready to assist other Riverdale Temple organizations as needed. I
hope that Kehila will be the catalyst for many more congregants to
build strong bonds together and for members of all ages to share
their resources and synergies in the endeavor to build a greater
Riverdale Temple community.
I urge every member of our temple to consider this opportunity.
The time for a new organization that supports the vitality and
spirituality of our community and that will work together in
building a greater future for all our members is NOW.
KEHILA wants you! You will be receiving a dues letter very soon.
Annual dues for adults will be $40.00 and for members under the
age of 21 will be $18.00.
B’Shalom, Steve Rosenfeld

I welcome anyone who wishes to join us, and I look forward to a
new leadership team for Kehila, one that has unlimited creativity
and boundless energy. A new team comprised of women and men
with a common interest and vision to make the Riverdale Temple
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Social Action
THANK YOU TO MANY WITH BIG HEARTS: This year
Riverdale Temple was able to collect approximately 35 pairs of
pajamas for hurricane victims in Florida and 27 pairs of warmer
pajamas for needy children and teens in our local area for the
PAJAMA PROGRAM. Riverdale Temple should be proud of this
help that was given to those most in need. Thank you to all who
opened your hearts and donated new pajamas for the collection.
USED COAT COLLECTION: From December 1 to December
27, there will be a collection box for gently used coats for men,
women, and children outside the sanctuary. Please go through your
closets and see which coats/jackets you can give to help someone
keep warm this winter. Our donations will be brought to the 50th
Police Precinct. Phil Clarke will be coordinating this effort. Please
contact him to assist.
NEXT SOCIAL ACTION MEETING: Please come and join us
for one hour on December 3 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. to plan social
action activities for the winter and to help prepare for the 20th
anniversary of Riverdale Temple’s Mitzvah Day (4/22/18). We
have scheduled the meeting early to coincide with parents bringing
children to the Religious School. We need your help! The meeting
is set for the conference room.

DECEMBER MITZVAH ACTIVITIES:
December 3, 9:00–11:30 a.m. Help the Bronx Jewish Community
Council deliver Chanukah Packages to the homebound elderly.
One distribution site is in the Amalgamated Houses. For more
information, please contact Niti Minkove at nminkove@
bjcconline.org.
DECEMBER 10, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Please come to help pack 250
holiday treat bags for needy children and adults in shelters and
homebound seniors. Site: Riverdale Presbyterian Church, 4765
Henry Hudson Parkway. We will work in the auditorium/social
hall area.
ONGOING: As the winter intensifies, we need more than ever to
have grocery donations of warm soups, cereal, protein-rich foods,
etc. Please continue to contribute canned and boxed groceries for
the KRMH Pantry. Next delivery is December 17, at 11:30 a.m.
Jeff Sklar will be heading this month’s effort.
Wishing everyone a happy Chanukah and health and peace in
2018!
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee

Adult Education
YIVO Jewish Culture Series (see below)
Rabbi Gardner’s Classes
Lunch and Learn: The Prophets meets
Tuesdays from noon to 1:00 p.m. Free for
members.

How to Create an Ethical Will meets
Tuesdays from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Free for members.
Cantor Sharett-Singer’s Classes

Liturgical Hebrew meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. Tuition is
$125 per six-week session.

yidishe kultur-serye
IV

Jew i sh Cu lt u r e Ser i e s 2 017-2 018
Come learn with YIVO and Riverdale Temple!

S TR ANGE BUT TRUE S TORIES
FROM THE Y IDDISH PRESS

Haftarah Chanting Class meets Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
Free for members.

SUNDAY

All classes meet in the conference room.

2:00 P.M.

—Dr. Yvette Marrin, Chair, Adult Education Committee
Chavurah

What do Jews do two days before Christmas? They come to the
Chavurah, of course! The portion for that week is Vayigash, a
cinema-ready continuation of the Joseph story, where Joseph
reveals his true identity to his brothers and asks them to go to
Canaan and bring his father back to Egypt. Join us on December 23
to read and discuss this dramatic parashah, following the Shabbat
service and communal Kiddush.

DECEMBER 10, 2017
Dr. Eddy Portnoy, senior researcher and
exhibition curator at the YIVO Institute for
Jewish Research, presents chronicles about
the infamies of urban Jewish life as seen
through the pages of the Yiddish press
prior to World War II. One part Isaac
Bashevis Singer and one part Jerry
Springer, these irreverent, unvarnished,
and frequently hilarious stories provide a
window into an unknown Yiddish world
that was.

FREE ADMISSION

—Dr. Ronna Weber
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Contributions
The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayer Book Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Dorothy and Joseph
Kay Prayer Book Fund, Leon and Beatrice Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Religious School and Nursery School Parents
Associations, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Shelley Ast

My aliyah on parashat Chayei Sarah

Irene Brenner

Rabbi Tom Gardner for his help in
the reinterment of my mother, Sophie
Richman

Hermina and Daniel
Birnbaum

Rochelle Levy, beloved family friend
of Hermina and Daniel Levy

Michael Friedman

William Friedman, beloved

Robin Emmanuelli

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Carolyn and Howard
Graybow

Samuel Feldman

Dorothy Feldman

Rabbi Tom Gardner

Margaret and Michael
Griffel

Giza Hirsch, beloved grandmother of
Margaret Griffel

Sylvia Gottlieb

Kay Prayer Book Fund

Rob Katz and Sherrill
Spatz

The wedding of Ronna Weber’s
daughter, Nicole Weber, to Evan 		
Weiner

Joyce Marcus

Samuel Feldman

Ruth A. Loebmann

My aliyah on parashat Noach

Harriette Schmertz

Eric J. Schmertz, beloved husband

Riverdale Temple’s weekly Saturday
Extended Kiddush

Jill and Jack Shaifer

Abe Shaifer, beloved father of Jack
Shaifer

Lynne and Steven Parker

Riverdale Temple’s High Holy Day
Services

Philip Silverstein

Samuel Feldman

Andrew A. Resnik

Rabbi Tom Gardner for my aliyah

Judith Zucker

Samuel Feldman

Denise and Paul Resnik

Dr. Rachel Radna

Frances Segan

For prayers for grandson’s surgery
and prayers for grandson’s Bar
Mitzvah

Rhea Varadi

Riverdale Temple

Susan and Arthur Kaufman Isabel Virshup Werner and
Dr. Louis S. Werner, beloved parents
of Susan Kaufman

Riverdale Temple is a registered nonprofit on Amazon. When doing your shopping online, log
onto Amazon Smile, and the temple will get a share of the proceeds. Use the link below in your
browser: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/13-1869317

To My Fellow Congregants

Now that we have a sufficient supply of our new prayer books for our Shabbat and Festival services, I am eager to activate the Dorothy and
Joseph Kay Prayer Book Fund to purchase new books for the High Holy Days services. I’m sure you will agree that the books presently
being used for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are becoming outdated and difficult to follow. I will donate seed
money, but your contributions are needed so that we can reach our new goal of purchasing enough new books in
time for the 2018 High Holy Days season. We also desperately need more copies of the new Plaut Commentary
books, and the Book Fund will aim to cover this cost as well. Contributions to the Book Fund can be made if
you are sending in a donation to the temple for any reason. I ask that you please think of the Book Fund and
help us reach our goal to afford new High Holy Days prayer books and new Plaut Commentaries for our Torah
discussions. We are planning to have an indicator in the lobby showing our progress. Please be a part of this
fundraising effort. I thank you in advance, and I look forward to a successful outcome.
—Dorothy Kay
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Condolences

To
Dorothy Feldman

On the loss of
Samuel Feldman

The Departed Whom We Now Remember: December Yahrzeit Observances
1
1
2
2
2
3
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
7
7
8
8
8
9
9
9
10
10
10
10
10
11
11
11

Bertha Arrow
Stella Greenblatt
Sydney Gevertz
Ruth Kay
Hy Papierman
Frances Capon
Brigitta Thea-Dora Andrews
Jeanne Aronson
Alan Cohen
Henry G. Koppell
Eleonor Lola Zeller
Sarah Hartman
Gertrude Heimowitz
Rose Hutter
Rose Kantor
Milton J. Molsky
Robert Morse
Phyllis Sandler
Emanuel Saxe
Sol Dubrov
Josef H. Griesheimer
Ali Levi
Milton Richman
Anne Biegen
Ethel Weasen
Edith Pargh
Anna Ripps
Samuel Silver
Irving Geller
George E. Katz
Rose Stranger Weiss
Ariadne (Ari) Bloustein
Anna Halpern
Jennie Kronman
Freida Landesman
Samuel H. Regan
Sigmund Lipshultz
Abraham Rappaport
Benjamin Reinhart

12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
16
16
12
17
17
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
19
19
20
20
21
21
22

Esther Michaels
Louis Michaels
Phyllis Rogofsky
Edna H. Senderoff
Bernard Statsky
Leo Bloch
David Gefter
Giza Hirsch
Leon P. Bereano
Phoebe Nalitt
Sam Siegel
Bernard Baron
Himansu Chakrabarti
Gertrud Hirschmann
Anne Rosenthal Lisman
Leonard Selk
Sarah Silverstein
Esther Slade
Zena L. Winston
Gary Zucker
Ben Lipton
Osias S. Majerczyk
Murray Dauber
Aaron Dorfman
Leon Schenker
Albert Spatz
Samuel W. Stolzenberg
Dick Martin
Claire Morse
Eric J. Schmertz
William Friedman
Anna Haas
Israel Jacobs
Abraham Kleinberg
Rebecca Evelyn Schenker
Margaret Sternberg
Amir Landsman
Rose Weintraub
Rebecca Weisberg
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23
23
23
23
23
24
24
24
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
26
26
26
27
27
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
28
30
30
31
31
31
31
31

Ida Greenberg
Abraham Hochroth
Dr. Oscar Richter
Ruth L. Saxe
Harry Soicher
Bill Greenblatt
Sarah L. Mandel
Bernard Willing
Belle Caplan
Lena Cassel
Yvette Djivre
Sol Levine
Rosalyn Meisler
Carl Seefer
Jacob White
Louis David Wile
Esther Lubarsky
Sidney Meyer
Riga Perlin
Adolph Frankl
Sophie Froehlich
Clara E. Newman
Alan Ira Sternstein
Molly Sumner
Helen S. Taylor
Mary Franklin
Rose Katz
Marilyn Lazarus
Benjamin Silverman
Laura Glickstein Willing
Sol Biegen
David E. Lakritz
Lillian Diamond
Miriam Eisen
Alan Gallay
Bernard H. Gordon
Morris Newman

ADULT EDUCATION

CANTOR SHARETT-SINGER
Liturgical Hebrew Class

Tuesdays —7:30 p.m. Conference Room
December 5, 12, 19, 26, 2017
Designed to enable our congregants to read the
prayers and blessings of our services and rituals.
For Hebrew readers of all levels.

Tuition: $125.00
6 sessions

Haftarah Chanting Class

Wednesdays—7:30 p.m. Conference Room
December 6, 13, 20, 2017
January 3, 10, 17, 2018
Study and read a Haftarah portion of your choice.

Free for members

To register, email the Cantor at
cantorsharettsinger@riverdaletemple.org

RABBI GARDNER
Lunch and Learn: The Prophets

Tuesdays—Noon

Conference Room

All year long

Through lively and thought-provoking
discussions, learn about Joshua, Judges,
Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
some of the 12 minor prophets.

Free for members

How To Create An Ethical Will
Tuesdays—6:00–7:00 p.m.
December 5, 12, 19, 2017

Learn how Jews throughout history have
summed up their most central beliefs to pass
on to their heirs, and then learn to write your
own Ethical Will.

Free for members

Registration not required
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RIVERDALE TEMPLE • TRIP TO ISR AEL •
LED BY R ABBI THOMAS A. GARDNER

E
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R
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THE ISRAEL TRIP
From $2,999 land only
INCLUDES



9 nights’ accommodation + late check-out on last day
7 days of touring in a luxury, air-conditioned motorcoach with licensed, English-speaking tour educator +



1 walking tour on Shabbat
1 group transfer and assistance from/to the airport
All site entrance fees and program fees as per itinerary
Meals: Breakfast daily & 6 dinners



Portage at the airport and hotels




For more details please contact Rabbi Thomas Gardner at
rabbigardner@riverdaletemple.org
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Riverdale Temple
4545 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE
BRONX, NY 10471
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Co-Presidents of the Congregation
Dr. Rachel Radna
Dr. L. Michael Griffel

4545 Independence Avenue
Bronx, NY 10471

affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism,
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Telephone: 718-548-3800 Fax: 718-543-1492
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Web Page Address: www.riverdaletemple.org
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