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Riverdale Temple
y:y} μve lL;hum] /abom] d[' vm,v, jræz]Mimi
From the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof,
the name of the Eternal One is to be praised.

Worship Services (also see calendar on p. 2
Fridays
April 1 5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service with Jr.
Choir
April 8 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
April 15 5:30 p.m. Tot Shabbat Service
7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
April 22 No Shabbat Eve Service
April 29 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Eve Service
Saturdays
April 2 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
April 9 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
April 16 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
with Professional Choir
April 23 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service
April 30 10:30 a.m. Shabbat Morning Service

Women’s Seder Wednesday,
April 13 (see p. 7)

Martin Hoffman Luncheon Saturday, April 16

Sunday, April 17, 2:00 p.m. See p. 9 for details.

Second Seder Saturday, April 23 (see p. 9)
Sunday, June 5, 10:00 a.m.
Annual Congregational Meeting (see p. 4)
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The Rabbi’s Column
Passover is described as the “time of our freedom,” and it is a holiday of
redemption. Of course, it commemorates our redemption from Egypt. But
the ancient rabbis who created the Passover Seder believed that everything
that happened to the ancestors will happen to the descendents. The story of
Abraham going down to Egypt was a prophecy, foreshadowing the descent
of his grandson and great grandchildren to the same place. And some say
that the story of the slavery in Egypt foreshadowed the exile to Babylonia.
Similarly, we were only exiled to Babylonia to teach us about the great
exile in which we find ourselves now.
Just as the exiles dreamed of redemption then, so should we dream of
redemption now. And just as those dreams were fulfilled, so shall our
dreams of redemption be fulfilled.
The question arises: What do we mean by “redemption”? Once it meant
that a Jewish king (the messiah) would rise up, throw out the foreign rulers
of the Jewish homeland, and restore the Davidic line. He would sit on a
throne in a rebuilt Jerusalem, all of the exiles would return home, and the
land of Judah would once more be a proud, independent country.
Later, some came to believe that this would be only a part of the redemption.
After the restoration of the Jewish homeland, the world would come to an
end. Details vary depending on which group you follow, but some people (or
everyone) will go on to (or be reborn in) a new world, the World to Come.
Some think the World to Come will be a world like this world, while others
think it will be more of a heaven, with no death, no suffering, and no sadness.
If this sounds Christian to you, it is because this was an important part of
our religion when Christianity split off from Judaism. Although the idea still
exists, it is not central to most forms of Judaism. Early Reform Judaism went
further, repudiating the idea of a messiah, a World to Come, and the rebirth of
those who had died. At the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the
20th, Reform Judaism foresaw a “Messianic Era.” This was not a belief in
anything supernatural, but a conviction that science would take us to a time
in which there would be no suffering. There would be no poverty, no disease,
and no hunger. Without a reason to struggle, war would come to an end. In
a period of plenty, there would be no crime. This, for Reform Judaism, was
redemption, and it would not come from Gd. We would create it.
If the First World War cast doubts on the perfectibility of human beings,
the Second World War convinced many that technological advances would
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continued on p. 3
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2:00 pm YIVO Lecture
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6:00 pm Thinking about
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7:30 pm WRJ Book Club
Meeting
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27 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Workshop
on Wills, Trusts,
and Estate Planning
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20 Nisan 5776
Passover 6
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13 Nisan 5776
Nursery School
7:30 pm Board of
Trustees Meeting
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Committee Meeting

28
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Nursery School
7:30 pm Membership
Committee Meeting
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Passover 7
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7:00 pm Passover
Shabbat Service
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Erev Passover
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No Shabbat Eve
Service
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7 Nisan 5776
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat Service
and potluck dinner
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

29 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
7:00 pm Shabbat
Eve Service

22 Adar II 5776
Nursery School
5:30 pm Tot
Shabbat Service
6:00 pm Junior
Choir Rehearsal
6:30 pm Shabbat
Eve Service with
Junior Choir
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Passover 8
10:30 am Passover
Shabbat Morning
Service with Torah
discussion

30

15 Nisan 5776
Passover 1
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Shabbat Service with
Torah discussion
6:30 pm 2nd Night
Seder with Rabbi
Gardner
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16
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Parashat Metzora
10:30 am Shabbat
Morning Service with
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Professional Choir
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Parashat Tazria
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Morning Service with
Torah discussion
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Morning Service with
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not allow us to solve all our problems. Reform Judaism was in a
bit of a quandary. What is redemption? What is the goal of our
religion? What is the meaning of Passover?
Lately, I have noticed a reappearance of the idea of the Messianic
Era. Perhaps sufficient time has passed since World War II, and
we are beginning to be optimistic once again. We speak of tikkun
olam, of fixing the problems of the world, as our main goal. Can
we redeem the world?
The word “redeem” means to buy back. For example, when we
buy a can of soda, the store is obligated to buy the can back from
us. If a manufacturer gives us a coupon, the company agrees to
buy the coupon back if we purchase its product. Judaism said that
land was assigned to the Twelve Tribes of Israel when we entered
Canaan. The tribes divided it among families. This land could be
sold, but not permanently. It could be redeemed by the original
owner, purchased back if the sale was regretted. How does this fit
in with the idea of the redemption of the people?
Perhaps the idea is that we once belonged to Gd. In the days
of Eden, we lived in harmony with all creation, close to Gd and
naturally spiritual. By creating civilization, by leaving Eden, we
created a gap between our natural selves and our created selves.

We can never go back to the simple state of unknowing, but
perhaps we can overcome the separation between ourselves and
the holiness of the world. Perhaps we could learn to live more
harmoniously with nature. Perhaps Gd will buy us back, and we
will live close to Her once again.
Fortunately, Judaism does not force us to make a decision about
what redemption really means. Judaism tells us not to speculate
too much on the nature of reality, or get lost in theological nuances.
We are instructed to be good people, to live as we should live now,
and leave redemption in Gd’s hands. Should we work to improve
the world? Of course! Should we worry about where human beings
are taking the world? How could we not? But Passover tells us that
our story will have a happy ending.
The message of Passover is that slavery is temporary. Idol worship,
racism, the power of the strong over the weak, all of these will not
last. There is a promised land somewhere, and we will be redeemed
from our narrow place. We will come out of our Egypt and into the
wilderness of infinite possibility. Next year in Jerusalem!
—Rabbi Tom Gardner

The Cantor’s Column
Shalom Chaverim,
In our Haggadah, which we will read on Passover, right at the
beginning we are told that the matzah is a bread of affliction that
our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt, and then it says, “Let all
who are hungry come and eat, and all who are in distress come and
celebrate the Passover.”
It is not certain how many people in ancient days, when the Haggadah
was first completed, actually came to a Passover Seder because they
were physically hungry. We simply do not know. But we do know that
many came and participated in a Passover Seder because they were
spiritually hungry. We know that at the time of the Haggadah there was
a great need for spirituality, meaning, and purpose in life.
Certainly, today our Passover Seders do not include many people
who are essentially hungry but we do have many who come to our
Seder, or whom we would like to have at our Seder, who are in
deep need of liberation from a bondage that hurts their lives.
We are grateful as liberal Jews that our Reform Movement
has indicated that all people who are lesbian, bisexual, gay, or
transgender are equal citizens with the rest of us and that they
should be liberated from all the restrictions that have been placed
upon them by society. Years ago, our movement said that children

with a Jewish father are Jewish by patrilineal descent and should
be liberated from any restrictions placed in their way.
So, too, while these people have enjoyed liberation, there are other
people, many Jews and non-Jews, who still remain to be liberated. It
is our prayer on Passover that somehow they may find their way to
liberation, and that they may be helped to achieve this goal.
The Passover Seder originally was a messianic meal. It still has
many messianic elements such as the Hallel psalms, and many
messianic hymns like Adir Hu and Chad Gadyah. There are many
messianic elements in the Passover Seder, because the messianic
elements give hope for a complete liberation of humankind from
all restrictions and impediments to liberation. Therefore, as we sit
down for the Seder, let us hope that all of us can be instruments of
liberation for ourselves and for all others who are in need, so that
the words of the Passover Haggadah may come true for all of us.
As it is said, “that God brought us from slavery to freedom, from
sorrow to joy, from mourning to festivity and from servitude to
redemption. Let this be our goal.”
L’hitraot,
—Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

The President’s Column
I suspect that most of you, when you enter the temple, do not
go through the kitchen. If you were to do so, you would notice a
bright shiny new stove with a double oven. This was a gift from
WRJ, and it replaced an old appliance that was scary to use. WRJ
has been very generous to the temple over the years, giving a
yearly gift of $10,000. All this money has been raised through its
fundraising efforts. I hope all of you support each WRJ function
so it can continue to support our temple.
I am particularly excited by this new acquisition because it
appeals to the cook/baker in me. For many years I wanted to do

cooking demonstrations but was too afraid to use that old stove.
Besides, the old oven did not hold temperature, so was not good for
baking. I have big plans for this new oven! I have already started
to bake challahs for the Friday and Saturday service. I am planning
to do cooking demonstrations as fundraisers for the temple. Look
for dates to be announced.
There are some events planned for the month of April that I
would like to point out. The Women’s Seder will take place on
Wednesday, April 13. This is the 17th year that WRJ is sponsoring
this All Women’s Seder. It tells the story of the exodus from Egypt
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from the women’s point of view. There will be singing and dancing,
and everyone gets to read from the special Haggadah. This Seder
is intergenerational in that many women bring their mothers,
daughters, or granddaughters. It sends a powerful message to
the younger generation; it is also, you guessed it, a fundraiser for
WRJ. So come in support of this WRJ function.
On Saturday, April 16, the congregation will honor fellow
member Martin Hoffman, for his long-time commitment and
generosity to Riverdale Temple. You were sent an invitation,
and I hope you are planning to come. It is so important for us to

support each other and especially someone who has kept his ties
to our temple, even though he does not live close by. We are very
fortunate that Martin Hoffman is part of our congregation.
As we have done for so many years before, the temple will
host a Second Night Seder, on April 23, led by Rabbi Gardner,
as a service to our membership and the Riverdale community at
large. Reservations are a must so the people in charge can plan
accordingly.
—Rachel Radna

Many thanks to Ronna Weber for the baking she did for the Mishloach Manot.

Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday, June 5, 10:00 a.m.

Our annual Congregational meeting will take place on Sunday, June 5, at 10:00 a.m., in the social hall. We have important business
to discuss, and it is important for members to be there. Please make every effort to attend. As required by our by-laws, the business
of the annual meeting shall include the President’s Annual Report to the membership; the Rabbi’s Annual Report to the membership;
the presentation and submission for approval of the annual budget; election of trustees and officers; reports of the various standing and
ad hoc committees to the membership; and any other business that may properly be brought before the meeting.

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat—An Opportunity to Share!

Perhaps you want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or share Shabbat with our
congregation! Call the office at 718-548-3800, ext. 0, and leave a message for Irene Brenner.

Free Family Concert at Riverdale Temple!

Join us Sunday, April 10, at 2:00 p.m., for a free one-hour concert of spectacular music
for children (4–16) and their families—no upper age limit! The string players of the
Sinfonietta of Riverdale will perform music by Tchaikovsky, Mendelssohn, and others, with entertaining and educational narration
from conductor Mark Mandarano.
Sponsored by Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, with funds from the NY State Dept. of Parks, Recreation and Historical Preservation.
The Sinfonietta’s previously scheduled concert for April 10 has been postponed until next season. More information about the
rescheduled concert and all of next season will be available very soon at www.sinfoniettanyc.org/

Mitzvah Day
Please join us on
Sunday, April 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,
in performing acts of
gemilut chasadim (loving-kindness) in
Riverdale and neighboring communities for
Mitzvah Day 2016
Local agencies have indicated their specific activities, needs,
and requests. Let’s not disappoint them!

Mitzvah Day activities—held rain or shine!
Please complete the registration form you
received in the mail and select four activities
in order of preference. There are also copies
in the temple lobby.
Riverdale Temple members, friends, and
neighbors are welcome to participate!
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Bulletin Board
April Events

Mitzvah Day
Workshop on Wills, Trusts, and Estate Planning
Free Sinfonietta Concert
WRJ Women’s Seder
Martin Hoffman Luncheon
KRMH Food & Hunger Project
YIVO Lecture Series: Preserving Untold
Stories of Jewish Life
Second Night Seder
WRJ Book Club

Coming Up in May

April 3
April 7
April 10
April 13
April 16
April 17

Student Sponsorship Breakfast
WRJ-Led Shabbat Service

Dates subject to change. Go to www.riverdaletemple.org for
updates.

April 17
April 23
April 26

Congratulations!

Membership Committee

Meetings are scheduled for the first Thursday of each month at
7:30 p.m. The remaining dates are April 7, May 5, and June 2.

Mia Lerin, daughter of Kim Glickman and
Kitty Lerin, on her Bat Mitzvah celebration
Anya and Ben Zakharov, children of Vladimir
and Eugenia Zakharov, on their Bat and Bar
Mitzvah celebrations

Visit
our
new
and
improved
website
at
www.riverdaletemple.org.
Join Us on Facebook!
Did you know that Riverdale Temple has a Facebook page?
Find us by searching for “Riverdale Temple Bronx, NY” on
Facebook and join this page by clicking on “like.” This is a
space where we can exchange ideas, blog, discuss events,
share photos, etc., and strengthen our bonds as a community.
Join and make our numbers grow.
To Send a Contribution to Riverdale Temple
Send your donation to Riverdale Temple, 4545 Independence
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10471. Please make your check payable
to Riverdale Temple. Give the name/category/event to
which your donation applies. We now accept payment by
credit card; call the office (718-548-3800, ext. 0) or go to
www.riverdaletemple.org. You can support Riverdale Temple
by buying a mug for just $10.

Copy for the next issue of the Bulletin is due by
April 14. You can e-mail it directly to
rivtemple@aol.com (put “Bulletin” in
subject line).
Riverdale Temple Telephone
Extensions (718-548-3800)
Temple Office
0 or 1
Bookkeeper
2
Nursery School
3

Rabbi
Cantor
Emergencies
General Information
Other

4
5
7
8
9

Registry of Holocaust Survivors

Riverdale Temple House Committee

If you are a Holocaust survivor or the family member of a survivor,
you can register to be included in the Benjamin and Vladka
Meed Registry of Holocaust Survivors, at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. For more
information and to download the Survivors’ Registry Form, go to
www.ushmm.org, click on Resources for Information about
Survivors, and follow the links. Send the completed form to
Registry of Holocaust Survivors, United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, 100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW,
Washington, DC 20024-2126; tel: 202-488-6130; fax: 202-3147820; e-mail: resource-center@ushmm.org.
If you need transportation to and/or from
718-548-3800, ext. 0 or 1, to make arrangements.

May 15
May 21

services

Our mission is to ensure that the building and grounds of our
synagogue best respond to the spiritual, educational, cultural,
and social needs and activities of our congregation. We are
concerned about safety, cleanliness, comfort, and appearance
and maximizing the functionality of our facilities. The
committee works closely with the maintenance staff to ensure
that the facilities are well managed and meet the needs of
our community efficiently and economically. The committee
benefits from members with varied experience in facilities
management, engineering, construction, and related fields. If
you wish to join the committee, please contact Helen Krim at
helen.krim@gmail.com.
at

the

temple,

please

call

the

office

at
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Nursery School News
March was a wonderful, busy month
at Riverdale Temple Nursery School.
We had many parents attend our Tovah
Klein talk. We still have a few copies
of her book How Toddlers Thrive for
sale for $12. They are a wonderful
present for a new mom or dad!
Purim/Crazy Hat Day on March 23
was wonderful at Riverdale Temple Nursery School. Twoand three-year-olds were dressed in amazing costumes and
our UPK friends all wore crazy hats. We read two stories, “A
Costume for Noah” and “Caps for Sale.” Each class performed
songs, and we all had a delicious Purim/Crazy Hat Day Picnic
with hamantaschen! It was delicious!! We truly have the most
magical community here at Riverdale Temple Nursery School.
On March 24 we all had a wonderful time at a musical
performance of Beauty and the Beast rendered by students
from the Manhattan School of Music. The costumes were
incredible, and the children were mesmerized by the amazing
singing. We have Rebecca Charnow, mother of Isaiah, to thank
for this incredible treat!
On March 29 we had our first Coffee Chats for parents and
caregivers with Emily Shapiro, marriage counselor and family
therapist. The topic was “Beyond Time Outs and Sticker
Charts.” Parents and caregivers all said that it was wonderful
to be supported in this hard work of parenting, and they are
looking forward to the next Coffee Chats.

Upcoming Events
April 20—Passover/Spring Party: 10:00 a.m. in the Social
Hall.
All are welcome. We will celebrate Passover and spring with
songs, artwork, stories, and, of course, food!!
Tours
Our school is filling up!!! If you have friends who are
interested, please tell them to call the school at 718-796-0335
or e-mail at nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com. We have been getting
many applications for next year, and we do have limited space.
Senior Buddies
We would love to have senior members of the temple read
to children in our school. It is always wonderful to have an
intergenerational community. If you would like to read to our
children, please contact, Linda Herman at 718-796-0335 or
nsdirector.rtns@gmail.com.
“Being a parent is the hardest job in the world, but the pay is
the best too.”—Pete Seeger
(This quote was given to us by our wonderful Rabbi Gardner!)
The Nursery School will be closed from April 22 to May 2.

—Linda Herman, Director

Tot Shabbat Services

Tot Shabbat services usually take place
every first and third Friday of the month,
from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m. These special
services are led by Rabbi Gardner and
Cantor Sharett-Singer and include singing
and guitar playing. They are family friendly and appropriate for all
ages, especially children five years old and under.
For potluck dinners, we try to make every possible
accommodation for food allergies and kashrut observance
(all dishes will be labeled), but if you have specific
concerns for your family, please contact Michelle at
michelleroos@gmail.com. The remaining dinners are April
15, May 20, and June 17.

Welcome New Members

Jacob (Jake) and Kea Myers and their three children

Religious and Hebrew School
Our kids are in the throes of Purim and Passover! They have
made hamantaschen and masks, heard the story of Esther, and
will soon be making Seder plates. Meanwhile, we are thinking
of making changes for next year. A new Religious School
committee will have met by the time you read this, to discuss
ways in which we can make our Religious School even better
next year. Some of these kids will be running this synagogue
when we are all retired, and we must prepare them for that day!

There are three things parents can do to help their kids: The first
is to send them to Religious School, which you already do. The
second is to show them that you value Judaism and your Jewish
knowledge. Take them to services, go over the alef-bet with
them, or have a Jewish discussion with them. Third, send your
child to a Jewish camp. The new date for a visit from the URJ
camps is April 17, and we hope to have a lot of kids and parents
here then.
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—Rabbi Tom Gardner

Women’s Seder Wednesday, April 13, 6:30–9:00 p.m.
Please Join the women in our community as we read the
story of our people’s exodus from the women’s perspective.
Bring your mothers, daughters, and granddaughters. A
wonderful experience of women power!
Reservations are a must!
$45/person $15/child
Send check or pay online at
www.riverdaletemple.org

Women of Reform Judaism (Sisterhood)
April is always an exciting time for WRJ, and this year is no
exception. We wanted to thank everyone who helped out with the
Riverdale Temple Purim Carnival. Special thanks go to Fay and
Scott Statsky, Phil Clarke, Fanta Davis, Shelley Ast, Helen Krim,
Helen Silber, Carole Feinberg, and Irene Brenner. We appreciate
your help in making this event a success. And special kudos to
Eileen Bowden, Cristin Messinger, and Rebecca Sherman for a
GREAT EVENT and inviting WRJ to participate—we’re looking
forward to next year.
On April 6 (from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the Ballroom), WRJ and the
Men’s Club will be hosting a FREE workshop on Wills, Trusts,
and Estate Planning. This workshop will feature Linda Amato,
elder law attorney. Seating is limited, so please RSVP to the main
office.
On April 13, the 17th Annual Women’s Seder will take place. Don’t
miss out on this exciting event. Reservations are a must! The Seder
is enthusiastically led by all participants, and enhanced with songs
and prayers led by Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer. Please join us as
we celebrate and recognize the role of women in the Exodus story.
($45.00 per adult; $15.00 for each child under 12). Payment to WRJ
Riverdale Temple may be made on line at www.riverdaletemple.org
or by check sent to Riverdale Temple. For additional information or
questions, please call Susan at 917-509-3111.

Finally, the Book Club will be meeting on April 26 in the West
Lounge. This is a great evening filled with lively discussion. For more
information, please contact Ronni at rstolzenberg@optimum.net.
WRJ wishes everyone Chag Sameach and that you’ll be surrounded
by loved ones during this joyous festival.
SAVE THE DATES
Wednesday, April 13: Women’s Seder
Saturday, May 21: WRJ-Led Shabbat Service

—Dorothy Feldman and Joanne Heyman-Greene,
WRJ Co-Presidents

Enjoying the Purimspiel on March 23. –Photos by Yvette Marrin.
For a video of the event, go to http://www.riverdaletemple.org/
media-galleries/video-player.

Extended Kiddush

We have an extended kiddush each week, following Shabbat morning services. The temple provides
bagels and cream cheese. People are encouraged to bring side dishes to the table to enhance the kiddush.
You might want to honor a birthday, an anniversary, commemorate a yahrzeit, or just show off your
culinary talent (or shopping ability). You could also make a donation to the Extended Kiddush Fund. Call
the office to let us know if you will be contributing to the Kiddush so we can plan properly.

Babysitting Service

The temple now offers babysitting service (by one of our own Nursery School teachers) during Shabbat morning, so that parents may attend the service,
but babysitting will be provided only if there is enough interest. Please call the office or send an e-mail to rivtemple@aol.com (put babysitting in subject
line) and let us know if you will avail yourself of this service.
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Men’s Club
For those people who attended this year’s Purimspiel, I am sure
you enjoyed yourselves. The performers certainly reached new
heights, and I hope the festive “RT family” spirit continues. For
you and for the others who could not be with us at Purimspiel this
year, please enjoy this April 1st adaptation of the anonymous “A
Global Purim.”
When King Achashverosh was Finnish with his disobedient wife
Vashti, he told her, “You Congo Now!”
“Okay,” said Vashti, “We’ll do it Uruguay or Norway, whichever
you like. I’m happy to get out of here. Just let me Eritrea my
jewelry and I’m gone.” However, on her way out, Vashti took a big
glass bowl and proceeded to Bangladesh it on the floor. After the
King Qatar her loose and Vashti left, the King’s messengers went
Roman the land to find a new queen. India end, as we all know, the
beautiful Esther, a Virgin Islander in a sea of contestants, won the
crown. Achashverosh apparently really liked how Esther shaked
her Djibouti.
Mordechai would sit outside the palace to keep watch on Esther.
But that Chad Haman would Czech up on him daily. “I Haiti you
Mordechai because you won’t bow down to me!” Haman repeated.
“USA is a very stubborn man, and a real Laos.”
“You Jews are such Bahamas! If you Ghana keep this up,
Mordechai, Denmark my words, I will have all of your people
killed!” “Just Kuwait and see, you Turkey.”
A heavy Malaysia then came over the Jewish community.
Mordechai went into mourning and tore his clothes, a custom
known as Korea. He urged Esther to plead since “we’ve Benin
trouble before, but never like this.”
The Jews fasted for three days and grew very Hungary. Mordechai
told Esther to go to the king. But she didn’t think Achashverosh

would approve of her interference in government affairs.
Mordechai responded by saying, “Want Tibet?” Esther replied,
“Okay, I want Togo now.”
Esther approached the king. “Iran to see you,” she explained. “I
want to say Kenya Belize come to a banquet I’ve prepared for you
and Haman?” The king agreed to attend the banquet and thought to
himself, Botswana with her? What Canada I do for her?
Esther attended the banquet wearing a beautiful Cameroon dress,
as she sipped a Singapore sling. She invited some of her Gabon
guests to “ eat Samoa.” At this, the king inquired, “Esther, why did
you Jamaica big meal like this? Just tell me what you want. Unto
half my United Kingdom will I give you.” Esther replied, “Spain
for me to say this, but Haman is Russian to kill my people.”
She wondered whether the king would Bolivia her. However, the
king’s loud Wales conveyed that he did. All of a Sudan the king
turned to Haman and accused him of hatching a plot. “Oman!”
Haman cried bitterly. “Iraq my brains in an effort to destroy the
Jews and that sneaky Mordechai, he Egypt me!”
Haman and his 10 sons were immediately hanged and they went to
the Netherlands. And to Sweden the deal, the Jews were allowed
to Polish off the rest of their foes as well. “You lost your enemies
and Uganda a friend,” the king smiled. The Jews really felt as if the
kingdom was a New Zealand for them.
This is why the Purim story Israeli a miracle. God decided to China
light on her people. So that is why we celebrate Purim. We forget
about all our Syria’s business and just be happy! We Serb up some
wine and Taiwan on!
REMEMBER MITZVAH DAY, April 3.
L’Shalom,

—Steven Rosenfeld, President

Social Action
April is a special month, since we have the Riverdale Temple
Mitzvah Day on April 3, and there is an opportunity to help deliver
Passover Packages to homebound seniors through the Bronx
Jewish Community Council.
MITZVAH DAY 2016: Please come out to help sort clothing,
make bagged lunches, make grooming kits, and prepare early
individual plants.
On April 3, you have a chance to brighten the day for needy people
in our community. Since we have to complete the article before
the event, we shall compile a more complete thank-you listing in
the May bulletin, but initially we want to thank Rabbi Gardner
and Cantor Sharett-Singer, Terri Truesdale, and Eurides Osorio
and his staff for all their help and support. We also want to thank
all our volunteers and coordinators, who are making Mitzvah
Day a success. Special thanks go to the Social Action Committee
members who shop and serve as activity coordinators.
Mitzvah Day is just one day that has activities that can be carried
out all year. It is a yearly event at Riverdale Temple, but there
are ongoing efforts, such as the KRMH Food & Hunger Project

Grocery Collection, the collection of coats for NYCares, the
Pajama Program collection, the knitting group, and many other
initiatives.
PROJECT HOPE—BRONX JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL:
You can deliver Passover Packages to the homebound elderly on
Sunday, April 10, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Indicate that you want to
do the delivery in the Riverdale-Kingsbridge area. Please contact
Niti Minkove at nminkkove@bjcconline.org or at 917-693-3084.
KRMH Grocery Donations: Delivery date is April 17, at 11:45
a.m., to the KRMH Pantry at the Church of the Mediator.
Please be sure that canned and boxed groceries are current before
donating.
The Social Action Committee wishes everyone a sweet and Happy
Passover!
—Frances Segan, Ph.D., Chair, Social Action Committee
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Adult Education
We are pleased that the third of the series YIVO
Kulture-Serye, in the 2015–2016 program year
at Riverdale Temple, will take place on Sunday,
April 17, at 2:00 p.m., in the sanctuary. We are
especially fortunate to host the man responsible
(through his unceasing efforts) for the
development of the YIVO’s Vilna Collections
Project, Dr. Jonathan Brent. Dr. Brent, the
executive director of the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, will
join us at Riverdale Temple to share readings, documents, and other
discoveries from this very special project. The Vilna Collections
Project is especially significant, as it will provide online access to
one of the few prewar collections about Jewish life that has survived
the Holocaust. The title of the talk is “YIVO’s Vilna Collections
Project: Preserving Untold Stories of Jewish Life.”
The Vilna Collections Project is a seven-year international project to
preserve, digitize, and virtually reunite YIVO’S prewar library and
archival collections located in New York City and Vilnius, Lithuania,
through a dedicated web portal. The project will also digitally
reconstruct the historic, private Strashun Library of Vilna, one of the
great prewar libraries of Europe. This project is a partnership between
the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, the Lithuanian Central
State Archives, and the Martynas Mazvydas National Library of
Lithuania and includes the cataloging, conservation, and digitization
of documents and books in both New York and Lithuania.
Study with the Rabbi, Lunch and Learn—The course on
the Talmud continues every Tuesday from noon to 1:00 p.m.
Thinking About the Holocaust—A nine-session course on the

Holocaust meets on Tuesday evenings between 6:00 and 7:00
p.m. in the social hall. No registration is required. The textbook
is called The Holocaust by Donald L. Niewyk, part of a series
entitled Problems in European Civilization.
–Yvette Marrin, Ph.D., Chair, Adult Education Committee

There is no Chavurah in April.

THE SECOND NIGHT PASSOVER SEDER
at Riverdale Temple on Saturday, April 23, at 6:00 p.m.
Don’t miss out on Riverdale Temple’s Second Night of Passover (Annual Feast
of Freedom). The Seder will be led by Rabbi Thomas Gardner. Please join us
for this memorable event!
The temple will provide everything for the Seder, including wine, Haggadah, and dinner.*
Why spend Passover alone? Share the experience of a Second Night Seder with your family and friends without
doing all the planning and all the cooking! Rabbi Gardner, in his first Passover at Riverdale Temple, will lead the
Seder, and we will all share in the reading of the Haggadah. And of course we will dine on a delightful kosher meal.*
*All food will be kosher, but strict Orthodox kosher for Passover rules are not followed.
This event is open to the community! Reservations (paid in advance, only) are absolutely necessary for our planning.

$42 per adult 		

$15 per child ages 5–12 ages 4 and under: free

If you have questions, please call the temple at 718-548-3800, ext. 1, and leave a message, or contact us via
e-mail at rivtemple@aol.com. Put “Second Night Seder” in subject line. NOTE: You may opt to pay online at:
www.riverdaletemple.org (NOTE: If you pay online, please be sure to type all attendees’ names and ages, and
specify Second Night Passover Seder in the “Notes” section.) Please respond no later than April 14.

Join us for this special Feast of Freedom event! We wish all a sweet and happy Passover!
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Contributions

The following funds are represented in the entries below: Bible and Prayerbook Fund, Jean P. and Francis J. Bloustein Camp Scholarship Fund,
Cantor’s Special Fund, Decorating Fund, Jacob-Fogel Program Fund, Rabbi Stephen D. Franklin Music Fund, General Fund, Leon and Beatrice
Bereano Pulpit Flowers Fund, Rabbi’s Special Fund, Soviet Émigré Fund, Charles Tenenbaum Fund, Torah Repair Fund, Youth Activities Fund,
Religious School and Nursery School Parents Associations.

Donor

In Honor

Donor

In Memory

Shelley Ast

Krims’ new grandson’s baby naming

Arline Davis

Riverdale Temple’s Social Action
Committee and Mitzvah Day 2016

Ethel Ruth Davis, beloved family
member

Ruth Feliciano Fried

Solomon Fried, beloved father-in-law

Ruth Friendly

Fred Friendly, beloved husband

Renee Gallay

Theresa Russo, beloved wife of
Michael Friedman

Alina and Rabbi Tom
Gardner

Theresa Russo, beloved wife of
Michael Friedman

Ephraim Bosgang

Krim family on the birth of son and
grandson, Henry Robert Newman
Rabbi Gardner’s commitment to the
Riverdale Temple congregation
Riverdale Temple’s ongoing service
to the Riverdale Jewish community

Leslie and Charles Howard Adele Locke, beloved mother-in-law
and mother

Dorothy Feldman

Riverdale Temple’s Social Action
Committee and Mitzvah Day 2016

Ruth Feliciano Fried

Riverdale Temple, for David Fried’s
unveiling in September 2015

L. Robert Kaswell

Benjamin Kaswell, beloved father

Helen and Tom Krim

Renee Gallay

Krim family on the birth of son and
grandson, Henry Robert Newman

Marcia Meltzer, beloved mother of
Helen Krim

Leah and Henry Kurtz

Ethel Fisher, beloved mother of Leah
Kurtz

Sylvia Gottlieb and Jeffrey Eurides Osorio and Rabbi Gardner
Dinowitz
for taking the CPR/AED class
Dr. Martin Grajower

Riverdale Temple for its generous
support of the local Riverdale Jewish
Community

Merryl and Bernard
Greenwald

Riverdale Temple

Leah and Henry Kurtz

Rabbi Gardner for the recent aliyah

Helene and Herbert Lewis Ethel B. Liebowitz, Ida and
Joseph Baron, beloved mother and
grandparents of Herbert Lewis
Ruth A. Loebmann

Adolf A. Abrahamson, cherished
brother

Helen Madow

Stanley Madow, beloved husband

Jill and Jack Shaifer

Rose Shaifer and George Harren,
beloved mother of Jack Shaifer and
beloved father of Jill Shaifer

Ellen and Jerry Rosenberg Martin Hoffman luncheon gala
Evelyn and Irving Weiler

WRJ for the Mishloach Manot Purim
gift bag

Paula and David
Wasserman

Charles Leber, beloved family
member

Eugenia and Vladimir
Zakharov

Anya and Ben Zakharov’s b’nei 		
mitzvahs

Ronna Weber

Max Tager, beloved father

Joseph Kay, beloved husband of Dorothy Kay

Rabbi Thomas A. Gardner
Cantor Inbal Sharett-Singer

Donor

In Memory

Shelley Ast

Joan Ast, beloved mother
Theresa Russo, beloved wife of
Michael Friedman

Shelley Ast
Susan and Howard
Birnbaum
Ephraim Bosgang
Dorothy Feldman
Jean and Stu Goldshein
Nancy R. Leavitt

Kol Nidre Appeal

Daisy and Scott Matluck
Adele and Amy Richter
Sherrill Spatz and Rob Katz
Judy and Barney Sultzer
Eugenia and Vladimir
Zakharov
Judith Zucker

Thank you for your Kol Nidre pledges. To those of you who haven’t responded yet, please do your part to be part of the whole!
We would love to have 100 percent participation! No donation is too small!
Kol Nidre donations will be listed in the next issue of the bulletin.
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Condolences
To

On the loss of

Carolyn Baron, Lauren LaPorte, and David Baron, and
Matthew, Alison, Caleb, Rosalie, Isadora, and Avery
and family

Charles Baron, beloved husband, father,
grandfather; past president, long-time member

Dorothy Kay, Richard Kay, and Robert Kay
and family

Joseph Kay, beloved husband, father, grandfather; long-time member

The Departed Whom We Now Remember
April Yahrzeit Observances
1		Chas. A. Becker
1		Dr. Herman R. Cohn
1		Edmund Fox
1		Clara Silberman
4		Clara Horn
4		Max Jacobson
4		Dr. David I. Nalitt
7		Fannie Grunbaum
7		Rose Kaplan
7		Myrna Turtletaub
7		A. H. Warshaw
8		Jeanette J. Block
8		Bert Feinberg
9		Vincent Joyce
9		Lester J. Kovar
9		Helen A. Saxe
10		Morton Bryer
10		Mary Hollander
10		Alice Oppenheimer
10		Dora L. Shaifer
11		Meyer Fritz
11		Joseph Griffel
11		William Heimowitz
11		Clara Wechsler
12		Batsheva Fain
12		Irving Grossbard
12		Mort Roberts
12		Fannie Rosenblum
13		Elsie Gerber
13		Edith Gilman
13		Edna Kaplin

13		Sylvia Meyer
13		Eugenia Rozenfeld
13		Alf Salvesen
14		Irving Adler
14		Malcolm Brenner
14		Alice Carmody
14		Rose Posin
15		Sofie Shapiro
16		Estelle Fried
16		Alice Gottlieb
16		Louis I. Heimowitz
16		Seymour “Shmuel” Katz
16		Selma Rau
16		Lillian Tick
17		Frank Ginsberg
17		Daniel Kerness
17		Ruth Krisiloff
18		Sarah Ann Cohen
18		Benjamin Young
18		Samuel Zehner
19		Estelle Egel
19		Oscar Kay
20		Sara A. Gilman
20		Frieda Goldberger
20		Herbert J. Knopping
20		Charles D. Landow
20		Roy Leslie
20		Dorothy Manacher
21		Hyman Brown
21		Joseph Fettman
21		Rubin Lubarsky

21		Jennie Reaboy
22		Bertha Feit
22		Ronald Rubinstein
23		Victoria Adler
23		Irene Bodenchuck
23		Richard Allen Sitomer
23		David A. Stein
24		Elaine Maxin
24		Esther Shulman
25		Lillian Friedman
25		William Levitt
25		Joseph Mendlinger
25		Herta Pollack
26		Leo Fass
26		Minnie Silverman
26		Sylvia Zwickel
27		Harry Ast
27		Meyer Franklin
27		Claire Sackstein
28		David L. Morris
28		Albert J. Solomon
29		Jacob Gleichman
29		Minna Haber
29		Samuel Miller
30		Solomon Aronson
30		Lillian S. White

A way to raise money for the temple painlessly is, instead of googling, you
good search by going to http://www.goodsearch and putting in “Riverdale
Temple.com.” Thank you in advance for your participation.
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